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Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 

In this interview, Inna Gavriltchenko, born on June 18, 1925, in Kharkov, talks about her 
wartime experiences during the occupation of her native city. She comments on the fate 
of Jewish families at that time by discussing specific incidents that took place in front of 
her eyes. In addition, she tells about Jews being forced to leave their homes and move to 
the ghetto. She also discusses what happened to the apartments that were left by the Jews.  
 
 
[01:] 00:34:08 – [01:] 11:00:14 
 
She talks about the German occupation in Kharkov that lasted from September 29, 1941, 
until March 12, 1943; remembers seeing announcements telling Jews to move to the 
ghetto by a certain deadline; talks about the curfew; comments on the procession of Jews 
walking towards the ghetto; remembers her Jewish neighbor, Aunt Zhenya, walking 
away to the ghetto; discusses the fate of this woman; mentions one blind masseur walking 
to the ghetto and the reaction of the police after this man fell down on the street. 
 
[01:] 11:00:15 – [01:] 14:19:00 
 
She talks about a case of a school pupil, Sofia Perlman [Sofa Perlmann], told her by her 
father’s students; comments on the impossibility of this family to move to the ghetto due 
to Sofia’s grandmother being paralyzed; comments on the fate of this family; remembers 
the existence of housekeeping books; talks about the compulsory registration of Jews and 
communists in housekeeping records; mentions people coming to houses and checking 
apartments. 
  
[01:] 14: 19:01 – [01:] 24:48:10 
 
She talks about executions by hanging; comments on Frankovsk Quay and a horse market 
as the place of hangings; mentions seeing name boards on hanged people; discusses what 
was written on these name boards; tells about the hanging of hostages at Dzerzhinsky 
Square.  
 
[01:] 24:48:11 – [01:] 30:56:05 
 
She discusses an episode of a man with a supposedly Jewish child hiding in the courtyard 
and a policeman chasing this man and killing the child; comments on the impossibility 
for Jewish people to appear on the streets due to the threat of being shot. 
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[01:] 30:56:06 – [01:] 35:44:07 
 
She talks about apartments left by Jewish families; mentions her evacuated neighbor Dr. 
Barsky and his vacated apartment; talks about plundering of vacated apartments by local 
people; remembers meeting one Jewish school pupil on the street with a woman; 
discusses the behavior of this woman and her telling lies that the boy had a Ukrainian last 
name. 
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