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Marianna Marcinkiewicz is a Polish Romani from a Warsaw Romani tribe. Before the war, she 
and her family traveled with an encampment. Then, once the war started, the Germans settled 
them, first in Czȩstochowa and then in Kielce. Her husband was working. However, when he got 
into a dispute with the director of the factory, he was sent to Auschwitz. One day, Marianna 
(M.) went to a local market when a police random roundup was conducted and she was taken 
away. She left two children at home. They died of hunger and cold. She had two other children 
with her when she was caught in the raid. They also died, but that was a bit later, after she was 
taken to Birkenau/Auschwitz concentration camp. They also died from hunger and cold. 

Before the war, M. had five children, one of whom died before the war started.  

Interviewer Daniel Riesenfeld (DR.) Can you describe your trip to Birkenau? 

M. They were transported in cattle cars. People were dying in the cars from asphyxiation. When 
they arrived in Birkenau, they were surrounded by dogs. Then they were taken to get their 
inmate number tattooed on their arm, and had their hair cut. They were then assigned to 
barracks. All those procedures took some four days. She recalls that they all cried from hunger. 
Initially, the women inmates lived together—Romani, Polish and Jewish. After they completed 
their quarantine period, they were assigned to separate barracks by nationality. M. was in 
Birkenau for a year and two months. Afterwards M. was sent to Ravensbrück. To get there, 
people underwent medical inspection. Those in better health were chosen to go to 
Ravensbrück. 

In one of the camps, M. was forced to dig ditches. In another camp they were harnessed to a 
cart which was filled with ashes from the crematorium. This cart had to be pulled some 7 km 
before the ashes were offloaded.  

From Ravensbrück they went on to a labor camp in the vicinity of Berlin, then to Leipzig. 

DR. You mentioned that in Ravensbrück some medical experiments were conducted on 
inmates. 

M. That is true. M. was disqualified from participation because she had inflammation of the 
joints. M. mentions that by comparison to Birkenau, Ravensbrück was cleaner. In Birkenau 
there was a serious lice problem. If one was still healthy enough to take her barrack cot blanket 
outside, shook it out and spread it out on the snow, then the infestation could be kept under 
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control. Otherwise, the vermin would eat people alive. For that reason, people died from 
hunger, cold and poor hygienic conditions. One couldn’t sleep at night because of the cold and 
constant bites inflicted by the vermin--fleas and lice. 

M.’s narrative about their approaching liberation is a bit chaotic and confusing. It sounds like 
they were driven on a death march from their last camp. Along the way they and a train 
transport with camp inmates came under allied bombardment. M. describes how the women 
inmates killed their SS woman camp guard. Afraid of being killed or arrested by the approaching 
allied soldiers, the guard tried to save herself by assimilating into the ranks of the inmates 
whom she just recently beat and tormented. M. was approached by a German SS officer who 
wanted M. to acknowledge that he suffered along with them. This was another example how 
their oppressors sought forgiveness from their oppressed charges, before being arrested for 
their crimes.  

Ultimately the liberating Americans sorted out who was who, separated the inmates from their 
SS guards, secured for them some lodging and provided a field kitchen to feed them (in 
moderation so that they wouldn’t die from eating too much too quickly). 

After the war, M. returned to Kielce, where she had left two of her children. However, as 
mentioned at the outset, they did not survive. M.’s husband and father were probably 
cremated in a concentration camp. M. was from a family where she had 11 siblings. She was 
the only girl of four to survive. Two brothers survived the war. One of them died recently.  

[End of first tape.] 

In the second tape there is a recapping in English and Polish of the losses that M.’s family 
suffered at the hands of the Germans. Less than half of her extended family survived the war. 

The interviewers were curious about a Romani orchestra or the existence of individual Romani 
musicians who might have been playing at the entrance to Auschwitz when the prisoners were 
re-entering the camp after a day of work. M. was unable to add any information to this issue.  

M. was asked additional questions about the doctors in Ravensbrück who conducted medical 
experiments. M. was unable to offer any additional information. 

While living in the camp, M. weighed 29 kg. Apparently, she was considered for some 
experiments since not only she was weighed but she had blood samples taken and some tissue 
was removed from her leg.  

M. tells an aside about a woman who escaped, holding up the transport that was supposed to 
take them back to camp. The entire detail was left standing without food all night and all day. 
The escapee was found by the dogs. In the process of retrieving her, the dogs ripped her to 
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shreds. Her intestines were eviscerated as she was dragged back. The other inmates were 
forced to look at her so that they would see what would happen to them if they considered 
running away. 

M. claims that the food that was given to them was intentionally prepared to poison women.  

M. provides a grim vignette when she speaks about the condition of the children, especially 
about the cruelty with which they were killed following an uprising in the Romani section of the 
camp. 

Unfortunately, the narrative is further confused when one of the interviewers chimes in with 
question for M. in Romani and M. responds in Romani. [This part of the narrative has not been 
described here.] [Timestamp: 00:14:00] 

DR. Were the Romani in camp from various countries? 

M. German Romani who didn’t want to serve in the military were sent to concentration camps. 
They were also castrated so that they wouldn’t have any more children. There were Czech 
Romani, Romanian Romani, and Polish Romani 

DR. When you were in camps, how did you explain your fate, whom did you blame for your 
predicament? 

M. Everything is decided by God. M. only had faith in God. Everything was determined by fate.  

DR. Do you often recall your experiences? 

M. She recalls those days even though she doesn’t want to. When they saw planes overhead, 
whether Russian or American they hoped to die to end their misery. 

M. recalls that on holidays they would get two potatoes, a spoon of sugar and a spoon of 
marmalade. When they received this holiday ration, they didn’t bother to peel the potatoes. 

In conclusion M. conveys her gratitude to the Americans who liberated her. They cared for their 
physical well-being, found housing for them and even gave them money to go back home. 
However, when M. got home to Kielce, there was no one there from her family and all her 
possessions were gone. 
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