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 Pieter was born into an anti-German family and was part of the Amsterdam student groups 
who organized the resistance. There were four groups at first, one in Amsterdam, one in Utrecht and 
Trouwegroup which was Christian oriented. He mentioned the names of Rud Matthijsen and Giesela 
and Jur Hargof of the Utrecht group. Pieter found a partner in Walter Nezchfel and they led a group of 
12. They mostly did rescue of Jewish children, s. 
ending some to Friesland and Teenerei north of Limburgh Because it was dangerous for men to 
accompany the children on trains, because is caught they would be sent to Germany, most of the 
children were accompanied by young women. He mentions Bas Liebert who was a printer/publisher for 
the underground who went to ministers in Friesland to help arrange safe sites.  At first, they didn’t 
believe the stories about the Jews, but then became very helpful; Catholics and protestants both 
worked together. Sometimes the Catholics would baptize the Jewish children in hiding, and this 
became very problematic when relatives came back after the war. 
 Pieter talks about the Jews first being rounded up and sent to Hollandse Harburg, then 
Westerbork, and then on trains to the camps. He thinks the Jewish councils were a mistake because 
they ended up becoming tools of the Nazis by doing everything they wanted. He mentions Professor 
Cohen and Mr. Other as being bad men. They didn’t realize that ultimately, they all would be sent to 
the camps He mentions Walter Susskind and Felix Halvestad, who saved thousands of Jews, Walter 
befriended the head of the gestapo, Aus Der Funten, in order to help the Jews, but some thought he 
had betrayed them. After the war a Walter Susskind Foundation was founded by the Dutch. 
 Besides accompanying children on the trains to the north, Pieter also describes that mothers 
who had just given birth pretended they were unmarried women and left their newborns on house 
steps, but the people inside had been alerted to the plan and took the babies in. It was important that 
no one in the resistance or the Jews knew all the information about the names of the children and 
where they were sent, the rule was that if caught, you were to keep silent, even under torture, for 24 
hours, so that the resistance could change sites and details.  
 Pieter stated that it was not true that Jews did not resist. He also said most of those who helped 
were simple people; the richer the family, the less they wanted to risk. After the war, the big tragedy 
was the fight between Jewish surviving parents or relatives and the Christians who had taken the 
children in. This was not always a clear decision Many of the relatives were older aunts and uncles vs the 
younger Christians who had raised the children for four years. 
 After the war Pieter went to university, got a law degree, and went into the motion picture 
theater business. He married one of the girls in the resistance with him. He states that there were bad 
Dutch as well as bad Germans. Said he would never go to Germany, although he admits they now have 
a good democracy. He says the French today are terrible fascists. He thinks there were many brave 
Jews during the war, and that Yad Vashem shouldn’t limit the Righteous to only non-Jews. 
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