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 Theo was born in November 1915 and started in the resistance in Holland in 1941.  They first 
took names of people who were working with the Germans so that they could do something about 
them after the war, but he and his wife Tilla soon decided to just help the Jewish people. He mentions 
Vos, who was the head of the resistance and the brains behind the manufacture of false papers. One 
way they got papers was to rob town halls and get the papers of non-Jews; they tied up the clerk so it 
would look like a robbery. Vos was arrested in 1945 in the upper part of Holland that had not yet been 
liberated. He confessed to the Germans after they tortured a child in front of him.  
 In Amsterdam some of the Germans sold Jewish children to the resistance forces for money. In 
general, people hidden were put in safe houses for 1-2 days and then transported to other areas.  Theo’s 
conversation wandered and often he seemed unsure if something happened before, during, or after the 
war. He told many stories about the process of hiding the Jews He said they he and his wife moved into 
a big house in Amsterdam where they could hide Jews for a short time. He was very sorry the during 
that time he would even allow his father to visit the house for fear that they would be caught. 
 After the war Theo moved to Liberia where he worked for the LAMCO company until his 
retirement in 1973. He then returned to the Netherlands, during that time he and Tilla adopted a 
Liberian child who grew up to become a doctor in the United States 
 Theo said there were plenty of Dutch who collaborated with the Nazis- he approximated about 
10-15%. 
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