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 Gisela Wieberdink was born in 1921 in Santiago, Chile where her father worked as a mining 
engineer. When he died in 1925 she moved with her mother and brothers back to Holland. Her mother 
remarried when Gisela was 11. Gisela moved to Amsterdam from Utrecht to study law. She belonged to 
a girl s club that included many Jewish girls, but they closed the club in 1940 in protest when they could 
no longer take Jews. She lived across from Gestapo headquarters so was well aware of the razzes. 
 She started to help hide Jewish children in September 1942; she states Piet Meerberg was then 
the leader of the Amsterdam students group doing this work. When the University closed in 1943, she 
went back to live with her parents in Utrecht. She stated that they knew if they didn’t help hide the 
children they would be sent to Poland. She didn’t know what happened then but she assumed it would 
be a hard life. She only heard about the gas chambers during the war from a non-Jew who had been in 
Auschwitz and Ravensbruck 
 Gisela described how they went about getting the children to hidden homes. They usually went 
by train with another male who carried the suitcases. Children didn’t need ID papers so it was easier to 
travel with them. She said that parents couldn’t know where the children were sent. At first it was 
difficult to convince the parents that they were in danger and needed to give up the children.   
 She talked about a time they found out one of the homes they were using was known to the 
Gestapo. They took the children to safety on the train, but when they went back to get their bicycles, 
they were caught and sent to Ravensbruck. She was in a prison in Hiron with Hetty Voute and then in 
Vught camp for 8 months. When the allies invaded Holland, they were sent to Ravensbruck or others to 
Sachsenhausen. Conditions were terrible but they felt that the Germans were losing and it wouldn’t be 
long. She said there was a lot of singing in Ravensbruck. She was in the camp with a serious composer, 
Semanius Flothars, who is still livings. The men gave concerts on Sunday, but the women were not 
allowed to attend. The Jewish prisoners were separated from the non-Jews by barbed wire. Gisela 
states they were proud to be political prisoners. 
 Gisele said about 1000 children were saved by her group in Utrecht called Utrecht Kinder 
Committee. After the war, Gisela met her husband, who had been in a camp for 4 years. Her husband 
became a doctor and she a lawyer. They have 3 children and 5 grandchildren. She still keeps in touch 
with a small group of rescuers. Gisela said she wasn’t really afraid doing the war because there wasn’t 
time. Also, as many youngsters do, Gisela felt she was invincible.  
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