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Box 1, Tape 1 

 
 
In this interview Mira Aršinov talks about her experiences in 1941 when the Hungarian army 
entered her village with the intention to shoot all the Serbs and also the following four years that 
she and her family spent in concentration camps. She talks about the severity of the treatment of 
prisoners in several different camps, focusing on harsh living conditions. She also discusses her 
escape from the last camp and how she finally returned home after the liberation.  
 
 
[01:] 00:49:08 – [01:] 10:13:15 
 
Ms. Aršinov begins by saying that her maiden name was Dubajic and that she was born and 
raised in Žednik near Subotica (in present-day Serbia); talks about on Easter in 1941 the 
Hungarian army entered her village in order to shoot the Serbs; mentions a local resident who 
was Hungarian who persuaded the commandant of the Hungarian army not to carry out the 
shooting; talks about the subsequent arrival to the camp in Subotica; discusses conditions in the 
camp in Radenkovac; explains that they were placed in stables for two weeks; mentions 
humiliation that the two Jews in the camp had to endure; speaks about the following several 
weeks in the camp in Sombor and how only women remained there and men were sent to Apatin 
[Apati]; mentions the Barc camp on the Drava River where residents of several villages were 
taken and which was the worst camp of all because of fleas and lice; explains that men who tried 
to escape to the village to get some food were beaten and mentions that one of these men was her 
brother; explains that all persons in the camp were forced to work; talks about the person in 
command of their room in the camp. 
 
[01:] 10:13:16 – [01:] 19:15:06 
 
She talks about the next camp where they were sent which was in Nac Kanjiza (in present-day 
Hungary); explains that the camp used to be a coffee factory; stresses that the treatment was less 
harsh than in Barc and that conditions in general were better, but that they were only there a 
short period of time; mentions that they traveled in crowded cattle wagons to the next camp in 
Sárvár, where she stayed until the liberation; explains that the conditions in the wagons were 
horrible; talks about severe conditions in the camp; explains that more than 11,000 people were 
placed in the 9 barracks; says that the person in charge was very strict and that he used to beat 
people often; talks about life in the camp and how they could barely survive off of the little and 
bad food that they were given; explains that the morgue was full every day with dead people 
from the camps; describes how they all had to take showers together and how a girl died because 
she was extremely embarrassed. 
 
[01:] 19:15:07 – [01:] 29:57:16 
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She says that only Serbs were taken to the camps from her village and that ethnic Hungarians 
and the other Catholic group, the Bunjevci, remained; tells about her escape from the camp in 
Sárvár and how she managed to get on a train that was going through Djurdjevo where her 
parents were settled after the parish had liberated them from the camp; describes how she got a 
job there but had to flee once again and joined her uncle in Salac where she worked until 
Russians liberated them in 1944; talks about her trip to her hometown Zednik and how her 
parents and the six children were all separated and spread throughout different camps and towns 
and how as a result they all arrived home at different times; [silence until interview resumes]; 
describes again the initial entering of the Hungarian army in her village on Easter 1941 and how 
the Hungarian local residents welcomed them with gifts; tells how the “Njilasi” (Hungarian 
sympathizers) living in the village started to shoot at the Hungarian officers saying it was the 
“Cetniks” (the Serbian-nationalist paramilitary organization) who were shooting even though 
there were no “Cetniks” in the village; says that the “Njilasi” later informed the army of several 
well known families from the village who had settled there during the of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire, and how they were later shot by the Hungarian army. 
 
[01:] 29:57:17 – [01:] 40:13:00 
 
She talks about the camp in Barc again where she was placed along with her family; speaks 
about the food shortage and how people tried to find a way to get some additional food by 
cooking near the Drava River; mentions how her sister-in-law’s son had drowned there; tells that 
after the horrible trip to the camp in Sárvár many people died; points out that no one from her 
family died; speaks about a special cemetery for the people from the camp and another one for 
the townsmen; says that conditions in the camp improved with warm weather because they 
started to work outside and also received some food from the local residents; [shows 
photographs from the camps, transports to the camps, and people making wooden slippers and 
looking for food on the trash pile]. 
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