
10/01/2007 

BOŽIĆ, Vlado 
Former Yugoslavia Witnesses Documentation Project 
Serbian 
RG-50.586*0049 
 
 
In this interview, Vlado Božić, born November 4, 1929 and a lifelong resident of Vršani, talks 
about the deaths of his family members and the rape of one of his sisters during World War II. 
He also gives details of their deaths and mentions a perpetrator (Ustaše, Partisans, or Četnici) 
saving the life of a woman who was destined to be murdered, as well as a man who was 
sentenced to jail after the war because of his involvement in the killing of people during the war. 
 
 

Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
[00:] 00:11:01 – [00:] 10:14:08 
00:00 – 10:02 
 
Božić begins by introducing himself, giving his birth date and place as November 4, 1929, in 
Vršani; says that at the beginning of the war there were Ustaše, Partisans, and Četnici throughout 
the village; remembers they were distinguished by their uniforms; remembers an incident in 
which he and others watched Ustaše soldiers throw grenades at the local church; says that after 
about a half an hour, tanks came down the road, so he and the others ran away; recalls running 
across a bridge and since the tank could not cross, it simply fired towards them; notes that after 
that incident he did not return to the village for a while; says that at some point during his three 
week absence he learned that his mother, three sisters, uncle, and many other family members 
had died in Vršani; says that after he returned, one of his remaining sisters was raped, and 
subsequently poisoned herself.  
 
[00:] 10:14:09 – [00:] 22:22:11 
10:03 – 22:11 
 
Božić goes back to when he fled, saying that he ran away to Crniljevo, and then from there he 
went to Gradac; says that while he was gone, his sisters and mother were murdered at the 
church; says a man dug a mass grave for those who were killed at the church; says the 
perpetrators then killed the man and put him into the grave that he was made to dig; says the 
Četnici came and ordered people to remove all the bodies from the grave; says that people were 
washing the dead people’s faces so they could identify who they were; says that it was there that 
he recognized his sisters and mother; notes that he knew about the man that dug the grave 
because there was a woman, Ruza, who was supposed to be killed along with the rest of those 
who died at the church that day, but one of the guards [perpetrators] recognized her and took her 
aside; said she witnessed the killings and spoke about it later; responds to the question of 
whether he knew of any revenge that occurred after the war, and says that a man, Svarac, was 
found guilty and was sentenced to eight years in jail; says he was jailed because he spoke of 
killing many people during the war. 
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This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 




