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Summary 
 
The interviewee was born in 1932 in Proletarsk, Rostov Oblast, Russia. 
Before the war she lived in the same village.  
She had a good childhood before the war with her parents. 
Her father was a chair of the consumer union, her mother stayed at home. He was in charge of 
food distribution to the stores. 
She went to school in 1941. There was a day care, but she stayed with her grandmother, who 
lived next door.  
Before the war the place was very small, there were brick houses; now it is a much bigger place. 
The place was populated by Russians, primarily Cossacks, no other nationalities. Jews came to 
the village when they were running away from the German army. But unfortunately, they all 
perished here. The place was called Cossack’s station. 
 
Some men wore traditional Cossack costumes. They all had friendly relationships. 
 
In July 1942 The Germans occupied the village, Jews arrived earlier and settled in the collective 
farm Sverdlov and in collective farm Svetlaya Zarya. They stayed in the houses of local people. 
Her family had one Jewish woman with a baby, her grandmother also had one woman with a 
child. 
 
Jews came in small groups with older people and children. 
 
As soon as they heard that the Germans were getting close, her parents gave the Jewish 
woman a small wagon and suggested for her to move away from the village; later they learned 
that she survived. Her name was Zemfira, baby was Frida. This woman was from Lviv. 
She doesn’t remember how families arrived, there were no cars, may be by train or on horses. 
Zemfira stayed for 2 months. Some Jews ran away. 
When the Germans arrived, they killed all Jews. Some people reported the Jews stayed in their 
homes. 
 
Jews worked at the collective farms. Germans bombed the train station, the bank and some 
houses. 
Jews were killed in August. Jews were gathered in a big group, they were guarded by two 
Germans and two Russian policemen.  
 
They tried to run with Germans, but majority were killed during liberation battles. 
 
She thinks there were about 300 Jews killed, men women, children. 
There is a monument at the place of execution, near the road. 
 
Jews were crying, primarily children were screaming. Villagers stayed in their homes, they just 
heard shots. 
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Germans had dark blue uniforms. Jews were killed in the middle of step. Some were killed in 
mines. 
 
One day she with her mother went to mines to get good water, and they saw German trucks, 
they saw the place where Jews were killed. Some people were buried alive. 
They were very scared and ran away. 
She saw two partisans tied with a rope transported on a wagon towards mines for execution. 
 
She remembers only two policemen. They ran away with the Germans, they never came back. 
 
20 years after the war Zemfira wrote a letter to the village administration, addressed to her 
mother. She thanked Maria who saved her and her child. Her daughter was a student at that 
time.  
The letter came from Lviv.  
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