
RG-50.589.1083 
Summary 
 
She was born on August 27, 1924, in Stavropol region, village Yadushevka. Only Russians lived in 
the village. In April 1936 she moved with her mother and older 17-year-old brother to another 
village - Openki, where she lived all her life. 
 
They moved because the government established collective farms, and in the beginning, people 
were afraid of a new Government, but later she heard life was better. 
 
Openki was a small place with a small collective farm. In Openki majority were Russians, and 2-
3 families, where German women who were married to Russian men. 
It was in Rostov region, small Soviet farm. 
Now it is a big place, well known in Stavropol region. 
 
She went to school in Openki. During the war she worked. And before the war she worked. 
During occupation machinery and cattle were evacuated; some people were able to evacuate. 
They collected harvest, they worked hard, they stayed in the fields through nights to gather 
harvest; they were afraid to be sent to Germany. 
 
New director for collective farm was appointed during occupation. 
 
Germans came in the fall of 1942 and stayed for two years. Germans didn’t cause any 
destruction to their village.  
Germans stayed in separate houses. Several Russians became policemen, they were selected by 
the Germans. Policemen treated people worse than Germans, they didn’t have uniforms, they 
had weapons. Policemen left with the Germans. She remembered that The Germans were nice 
to children, they gave them sweets. Several buildings were built during German occupation. 
They sent bread to the army and gave bread to the Germans. 
 
There were several Jewish families who moved to the village before Germans came. Germans 
didn’t like Jews. She remembered one family - mother, daughter and a little boy. One early 
morning Germans killed them; they heard three shots. They were killed near the ditch that 
existed before the war. 
She thinks that people were properly buried in a cemetery after Germans left. 
 
She heard that Communists were killed in a neighboring village. 
 
Soviet army took over the village, they came very early in the morning. There were battles that 
lasted about 8 days in the collective farm that was near Openki,  
They had Soviet hospital for the Soviet army. 
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