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The interviewee [227R], a Russian man, was born in 1929 in the village Krasnyi Yar, 
Donetsk district, Rostov-on-Don oblast. He had one brother and one sister. His parents 
tended animals on the “Pobeda” [“Victory”] Collective Farm. He describes the bombing 
during the first German invasion in 1941, the German retreat, and the second German 
invasion and occupation of 1942-43.  
 
Much of the interview focuses on a list of weapons, mainly hunting rifles, in the 
possession of the farmers compiled by the Germans. They were assisted by Yakov 
Golovanin [Golovin? Golovnin?], one of the administrators of the collective farm who 
had become a policeman and wore a German uniform. The family of 227R was one of 
150 families on the list. (227R thinks that Golovanin’s son tipped off the Germans which 
families had weapons.) The Germans confiscated the guns and intended to execute the 
farmers on the list, but they had to retreat before they were able to carry this out. 
However, a German threatened to shoot 227R’s mother on the spot, so 227R struck him 
with a shovel and killed him. 227R’s mother and aunt dragged away the body of the 
dead German. 
 
[There are many confusing spots and inconsistencies in 227R’s account. First, he says 
that no Germans lived in the village, then he says that 10 lived on the farm. The 
interviewers press him on the color of the German uniforms (whether green or black, 
presumably to determine whether the Germans were army or SS), but 227R is 
inconsistent on this. It is not clear whether the Germans ever got around to confiscating 
the guns or whether they only got so far as to compile a list of farmers who possessed 
them. Finally, 227R does not make it clear why no one missed the German that he had 
killed, though at this point he is very difficult to understand.] 
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