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Interview with Rudolf Aus den Ruthen 
 
Interviewer John Steiner has a discussion with Rudolf Aus den Ruthen and there are one or two 
other people in the room. They have a discussion about the different kinds of government, 
dictatorship, democracy and socialism. They discuss the different parties in Germany in 1933 
(National Socialism and Communism) and the reason that National Socialism prevailed, 
primarily because of the bad economic situation in Germany at that time. Steiner questions why 
an ethical party like National Socialism endorsed negatives activities later.  The answer given 
was that at the time everything was interpreted as positive. The respondent describes violent 
clashes between the SS and the Communists.  All Germans suffered from the ongoing clashes.  
Later on, people realized that they had to keep quiet when they objected to what they saw or they 
would go to jail. He claims that Himmler did things that would not raise objections. People knew 
about the existence of camps but not what was going on there. He himself did not go see a camp.  
He did not want to see and know. The discussion continues. The old honor codes were not 
allowed. He gives as an example the case of Shiver in 1936 or 1938 that ended in a duel and 
death. Steiner talks about interviewing Dr. Ding who did human experiments in Dachau and 
trying to find out why he did this. During Kristallnacht, the SS brutally shot people. They were 
set free at a trial because they had just followed orders and thus were victims themselves.  
Steiner talks about SS men he knew were good people and were forced to act they way they did.  
Himmler would not have done what he did without instigation by Hitler and Bormann. 
Journalists wrote only about the war and not about things like transports and camps, so people 
did not know. People never thought about why Jews needed to be transported.  He mentions that 
American interned Japanese in camps after Pearl Harbor. Steiner tells him about interviewing the 
murderer of Buchenwald who at that time had sat in jail for twenty-five years.  He felt he had to 
help him because he too was a human being.  During the court hearing against SS Hildebrand, it 
became obvious that witnesses were sharing information which made it impossible to convict.   
Steiner disputes with Ruthen and others in the room his position that he had to support even 
criminals because of humane reasons.  Others objected. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

https://collections.ushmm.org  
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 




