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Interview with Herbert Taege, Obersturmführer, Waffen-SS, Guard at Dachau 

Recorded on August 23, 1990 
 
The conversation begins with a discussion of SS-Fuhrer Wolff and what he knew about the 
Holocaust. Taege states that he never met Wolff but that he finds it hard to believe that the 
leadership did not know anything about the death camps – perhaps he did not know “officially” 
because the camps were not his direct responsibility but he must have known “unofficially,” 
having visited ghettos and camps and sent trains to Treblinka. 
 
Taege briefly summarizes his military career: volunteered in 1939 for the Waffen-SS, was 
wounded in Russia, then sent to Dachau in 1942, where he was a perimeter guard (as opposed to 
a block guard within the camp); says that contacts with the prisoners was unavoidable;  that it 
was not compatible with his religious beliefs to see Jehovah’s Witnesses and Catholic priests 
worked to death; that most of the inmates prisoners were political  and that he saw few Jews. 
 
Taege discusses his views on Zionism and Jewish emigration to Palestine; believes that access to 
oil played a central role in WWII; that Britain restricted emigration to Palestine because it 
damaged their relations with oil states; that Hitler originally wanted Jews to leave Germany and 
even subsidized them; that the Americans wanted to damage British-Arab relations by 
encouraging Zionist emigration;  that when the war started, Hitler realized that he could not 
afford to side with the Zionists; that Palestine was hermetically sealed off so that Jews moved 
west, to France, England, and the US.  
 
Taege talks about his family background; was born in Magdeburg, in 1921, to a half-Adventist 
family and that this influenced his conscience as well as his attitude towards Jews and the Old 
Testament; that in    1943, when he saw burning bodies, he decided that he wanted to bear 
witness and that he began to see what he witnessed in Dachau through new eyes; that he was at 
the university until 1950, then became a journalist, then spent twenty-five years in industry.  
 
Taege says that he remained silent but did not agree with people like Axmann or Von Schierach 
so he founded Askania, his own publishing company, and in 1977 published Weder Bosse noch 
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Bonzen: Perspektive zur Industriellen Evolution, a commentary on economic and social 
conditions; this was followed in 1978 by Über die Zeiten Fort , a book about the Hitler Jugend  
(Hitler Youth), which he published at John Steiner’s urging, and in which he tried to 
acknowledge both Hitler’s accomplishments and his wrongs; that this was financially 
catastrophic and the he lost 375,000DM;  
 
Taege talks about the end of the Stalin era; says that though Russia won the war, the Russians 
were no better than the Germans; that he writes because the Germans had been robbed  of their 
good consciences and positive memories of their youth; that he has another manuscript ready for 
publication but that he has hesitated out of concern for his safety; that he wants to counter 
Russian self-righteousness and acknowledge German patriotism; and that Germans have 
understood and acknowledged their wrongs; that he wants to foster a collective reconciliation of 
victims and perpetrators but that it will be difficult to get the cooperation of Jews. 

https://collections.ushmm.org  
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 




