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In"1942 1 still Iived in Berlin, -I had to call myself . "Hsald:
_ ) ulr )

" practitionsr for Jews" and was no longer allowed to treat "Aryahp'

but many of my former patients came through the back door. On the

_f othar hand there cémafalso agents provocateurs who attempted to-

" induce me .to 1116331 éctions,a.g.abortions. .

hich'of'coufaet%huhm

Soon dub&rtatibﬁs;of'Jewu started in Berlin w
"Workers,. transports

the grantast,anxtoty.-These wers disguised as rs
but nobody undefd tood why people should bs taken out_of Berlin
where there was plenty of wori ‘to“be donée.Even Jeus who' had”been:
U??F;PE,1@:935°PP}%}Q4nd9§ffi?§:y9r9 called Wp.. ... Lﬂdﬁétfiqs;

:;Wii ;as alsd élg;ﬁfﬁé tﬁé%'éhiidfén and old pégﬁ}a woer e'gggmexémp1

e
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This isa verpat :
» f?ﬁﬁ*'@a”&’ fot & Eroien Adkd. bt tl%%m%goukggr%ﬁ ha};zr;c?tlgeen checked for spelling or accuracy.

* Bartels whom I am proud to coun

Kearly every day patients came to me who had received'thq?ominou:

letters. ﬁany asked me to certify that theX had contagiousfd%baset

and were not capable to work. Strangely enough these cerfificateu
were taken notice of - until the next transport. Others asked for

prescriptios of sleesping tablets and wanted~to know the letﬁal dq:

Very often I was called to certify the depth of sulcides or to

arrangq\tor.transport to -the hospital. There their last wish was

respeoted and no attempt was wmade to revive them.
It also happened that Jews ¥aked suicide and then disappeared

Amongqt'tbem was my friend Elsa Dahziger , since deceased, She wa

~lucky enouéh to share a hgouse with an "Aryan”. This woman, Certa

t among my friends and who is one

-of'the:hnguna heroes of the Nazi period hid Elsa Danziger for 3
years and protected her. Furthermore she hid about 15 Jewish men
during the so-called nGrystal night". Such "crimes" were pur.ished
with death when discovered and we knev of many frightening exampl
Many of my colleaguses had already been deported to Birkenau

when -~ in June 1942_— I received an order to report to the police
The call-up was Oonse of the ‘customary forms , used.a;ao for-"Aryan
people. I was assured that my calllup was not a deportation order

in fact would protect me from being deported. Bagrlin, I was told,

) apd I wduld have to find

tice in the meantime, I was to
t office at Posen (Poland),

would remain my place of residence

anather docf&p to take over my prac

o e nasalvae further orders.



O

http://collections.ushmm.org

took th@thW¥nm#@rmB®BGH”WDﬁFPﬁgmtﬁ@“ﬁ%%¥ﬂ8% I was not- molested
by fellow travellars (rgstly soldiers on leaves) athough I wore ¢

"Jewish Star.

In Bosen I created some senfation as people wera not accyaf
of sesing Jews in the street without an escort of S$§ nen. The
trams had signs "Only for Cermans" while the trallers were for
"Poles only". I boarded one of the latier., All Cermens wors Nazi
Party badgoes and children were proud of their swastilas and vere
conscious of their izportance as members of the master race., They

.showed this by their regkless behaviour tovwirds elderly Polish

people. ke
i E
Having arrived at tha Cerman Labour Pro¥n¢ Ofrice I reportec

to the medical officsr vho was in charge of the Jewish Camps. He
wvas courteous to me - although he wore the zolden party badga -
and inforged me that thers werae 1200 Jews in working canps , among
them 600 women who had been wié&uh a doctor until now. He had

visited the camps very seldom. Recently an epidemic of typbud had

heollow avk oo ona of the camps - For& Padziwill - and it would be
my daty to prevent the spreading of the epidemic to the population
outside. Failure would have dffastrous conssquences for me. Later
he gaked me to look alse after the 2 other camps where thers were
nurerous casss of T.B. and othar diseases.

F*omttha:kerminuu I saw a red brick madieval towar on the

his was Yort Radziwill~
bank of the river Warthe surroundad*by a barbed wire. Inside I
nnttead women of all ages cowering on the ground y ¢lad in old
wvearing the star of David - not only on the left breast :

as all German ngs » but also another one on the right shoulder
so that they could be distinguished also from behind. When thsy
noticed me thay all Jumped up and welcomed the doctor they had
been longingly waiting for. Crossing the draw bridge I was at once
taken "'to the camp commander by the guards. He was a Fole and had
servad in the Polish army but after the German invasion had d4is-
goverad his Garman origin. The Germans did not trust him and had
given hia charge of the Jewish camp as a test. He was tall ,

powerfully built , about 40 years of age and looked particularly

brutal. This first iopression did not deceive me as I found later.

ThlsHs a ver%a?m E'anscrl Fo?ébmqggnoﬁﬂﬁﬂrﬁarﬂ&’cgﬂﬁ # has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
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ThBI‘B EonrqreﬁkF}@us (y ﬁ?mﬁ&lab&;&ﬂsscolﬁeaonthe camp , children

ufs
4k‘m.i“a; %) 12 years of age who looked not more than 9 and old women who were

myﬂ“ﬁ realby not more than 60. Only 4 weeks ago many had been taken from

0,
Hﬁ_PJ ﬁﬁaf their families in towns o#‘Westarn Poland and had bean deportet as

;fg ‘k;w "Volunteer Workera » Saldom were relatives left together in the sam
e qﬁu

A;F camp./Men and women were—se , 5a Lo fter .
on”f " husbands—and-wives were kept in different camps and it was regardes
YﬂJ ag an extraordinary favour if they were allowed to see each other ,

once evary few months, under guard at the barbed vire fencae,
The whole 'camp smelled strongly of Lysol. The dormitories arrang
in a circle had very small grated windowa. There ware sleeping bunks

three high » leaving no room for any other furniture, Each girl had
only one thin padliasse and 2 1light cotton blankets, Oaly very few
had any other bed clothes. To get warm usually 2 girls crawled under
4 blanketg.~This accounted for ihe_enormous spread of Scabies and

other diseases, Typhus cases ware isolated in a room that was even

darkef than the othars, Thé patientstwers lying on straw without bed
clothes. There was no possibility to make theypatients comfortable,
THey had to use a convfnience situated in the middle of the yard. The
recovery of the few that got better took a very long time owing to
the lack of propar food. As thdy were not able to work I had to
report them as sick and they were listed for "Transport back home"
~to which I shall refer later, .

Vhen examining ‘the girls I found 80% were suffering from Scabies
The camp commander insisted that he must be present at all emaninatio
but I was able to prevent thls. Many girls were afraid to attend the
examination and when they were forced by the camp police I found
marks of thrashings on their bodies. At last they would confess that
. the marks were inflicted by the camp commarder himself for trivial
offences. Thus he could show his power and satisfy his sadistic

inclinations, 3

i

Another room was reserved for cases like pneumonia, scarlet
fever, dysentr§ and scabies. In this infected room which held dozens
of dangerously 1%1 women I had to treat them and even operated. The

g 7 only equipment wai’ a raw wooden table and a bench. The operatlons
ﬁAhad to ba perforped without anaesthetics bscaus those wers not
t,&milabla for .lf.‘:-n--l,ﬂ ‘One can imagine how much the sick and feverish

ord. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.

~"This'is a verbatim transcrlpt ofsbok
Ythey heard the cries of the ones being operated

girls suffared whag
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. er informati ut thi i
1ater was abls %o piiffours a boiler. nPouthiscollecios shemist would notb .

.supBiQ}BSBiﬁring that ona was not allowed to cure Jews but only €0

prevent the spread of diseases. Later I bought the necessary ointme

from ¥myown money. the assiatdnt chenist helping me very understandin

'py,gollfng medicines to me which he was not par=ittad tn 4n-
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Food,

Thih'Ersatz'coffee without milk and sugar wés given for breakfa

£ a-badly smelling vegetable soup. For dinner the

Lunch consisted o
an. issue of

only a little thicker. In addition there was
1 1/2 oz margarine per week and every few weeks
Sunday dinner con-

same Soup

§ oz.bread & day
6 oz. of jam made of carrots and a little sugar.
tough horse flesh or similar. The food contaln

1000 calories per day which is 80 1ittle that it does serious harm
to people dofng heavy work. I found that the sick did not receive &
evening neal and was told that the camp regulations did not provide
for this. The gvening meak was supplied by the Polish employers . 1
nowever did not apply to the sick who wvere unable to work. I succec
in making,the-Polish contractors see that this policy was unsound ¢

stopped this terrible hardshipe. Originaily'the working Jews should
' Poles (1400 cal) dut

sisted of a place of

e received the sane gmount of food as the
the Cerman Labour Front embezzled and stole most of the food often
working togesiher with the camp commander. Unfortunately evenudlevi

,Qtewarda made sometimes common cause with the Germans benefiting
But they ware soon dropped by their Cerm
prohibited food was found with t

Ihav

themselves for soma time.

friends, When at sudden check-ups

they ware hanged-on the spot. So it happened that several begs of

Frie s sycrigtrrase o HEGHERY RS2 the eamp with the knowledge of the 35 guar
s AtigTot the primary source, and it has not bgen chiec - v
e L v sigaY WBS unloaded the 53 confisﬂa@gﬁwﬁﬂgﬂsvgamhand axecu
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To prevent starvation ;he 8girls ate raw potatoes, barley and
vegetables. Cooking in’the camp was striktly forbidden, so they
collected roots and other inedible things on their way to vork
and pofate peelings odﬁ of rubish tins which caused serious digesti

troubles,
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Cémp“Aﬁfdnienhof;“ . = .

From Fort Radziwiifeiégggft?ggs e¥ggﬁ’)to Camp Antonienhof
which was a former farm east of the city of Posen, Only a few weeks
befora the family who had owhed the property for generations suddenlj
got motice to quit but was allowed to take their furniture with them,

. So the house was empty when the girls moved in. Sanitary arrangements

suited a large family but not hundreds of people, Nothing would have
shown that this old Polish family residence was now a conCeﬁtration
camp had it not been for the electrically charged barbed wire fence
and. the notice " Property of the city of Poseq® and "Strictly forbidd,
to enter"., There was a POW camp nearby. Sometimes English prisoners
would meet Jewish girls on the road or came near the camp, They
managed with great skill to give the girls much desired clgarettes,
chocolate, bread etec, on which they wrote "™ For our sisters",
Sanitary conditions, ' |

. I.had been Wafned before that sanitary conditions here vare
much worse than in Fort Radziwill, However I found things worge than
I possibly could have imagined, The girls » their hair cut off y were
in a dreadful sfate. They were pale , emaciated and half of them hszd
their legs swollen and suffered from dangerous infections, There was
T,B, and diarrhoea and young girls barely older than children showed
élarming'signs of starvation. Their frail bodies were susceptible to
e e naiest Lnjury to their hands or foet bogame
daigs e S H B SRR LS Y %céﬁe the most important part of my

L ) 7
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that they would'be paid and could «
| As cgngitibns in Litzmanstadt were unbearable

- Das v
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I hdd"¥0 At g young person dylng from appendicitis as I
wvas not allowed to send her to an "Aryah" hospital &n the city,
Although one of the buildings had been turmed ine 8 hospital
and sick gifls from,othbr'camps were brought here  there was a

‘comp;pte lgck.bt iﬂ#trumqnta,medicaments,desinfectants and nursin

facilitiea,‘A£¢onp§a-é£.0ne girl of 17 arrive pregnanarand tried

to conceal thia'.lin spite of her condition she worked as harg as
the others. Her camp mates were looking after her mast tenderly,
shared their\meggre f0o0d ration with her and hid her from the
guards, I-adﬁired this attitude of the enstéaved and helpless girls

“'ber‘fb ;he-&estaQOQ‘Fa111ng to do so was punishable with death but

fortunsately a premature birth occured , The child died after 10
daya)hnd"iideclared it a st111 born case which saved the mother
from being ‘deported, ' |
Hgglﬁh conditions in the camp had to be réporteﬂ to the Gestapo
daily, Diagnoses like " Starvatinn" or "Emaciatiop" were classed
as atroéity'piopaganda and prohibited. More than 5% siék were not
permitted! a bamp doctof who would report a higher percentage was
regarded as a saboteur and deportet to the East (see latér).
A139-Bt" P4 tqattend to three.camps which were a good
' an o

distance from each other-I was given a bicycle and certain streets

were marked on a map which I was allowed to use, I was the o nly
ng who could. move freely outside the camps Qithout guard,
Where the camp inmates came from,

Early ;p'Novembar 19%1 it was announced in the Ghefto of
Litznanstadt (Lodz) that men and women could voluntfer fpr work in
any. They vere told that 1t would be work in a sugar refinery,
1d"be pa end monsy back to Litzmanstadt,

- people were starving

and expected to die - one had nothing to losse and a number of
personsl(mainly young ones)'volunteered « They thourght: Wpere
thers {s work there will be food, However their ‘deséindtion “turned -

-Ou;vgq‘bg"tha!qolleqjiqg_statiqh_tor'prison camps where they had~ :

‘to stay for days.without bla

nkets and straw even though it was

November, Before‘%eavingiqu}ybody was bathed.lIhis provided a good
F AT SRR S O S ° [N 3 R A Ry ' £ ' = L 5 W

4 T : i f lling_or aggWracy.
TR ERF A5, 35,0010 Bk frkhanmaled gt et Y The”
pribsoners were then "taken to Pocan 4m megmg 07 wer, =2 i
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. When I arrived tn Posen in June 1942, this number had besn
reduced considerably by daatqénd deportations. In the camp Antonienh
there were about 350 women at that time, the same pumber in Fort
Radziwill and only about 150 in the cawp ®Sgdan”. The Nationality
of most of the women yas"Polish. but there were also German, Austria:

and Czech girls amongst them.

The administrasttn of the camps’
After they had arrived in Fosen the gitls were summoned by a

Gestapo man and were told ‘that they would be tought to work and,
if they worked wvell, would be treated well, They also were promised
payment.which they could spend as they liked. Amongst the few German

Jewesses girlsTfor k?ﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁitions giris like camp copstables or camp
] 20 ’
he position of "Senior Jewess" (carp stewsrd)

‘ stewar49wero picked,~ i
was very important and the well baing of the whole camp could pepend
on that person., Skb was the connecting link between the Jewish camp
mates and the German vamp commander, Fortunateiy there were very,
suitable "Sehior quesses" {n the woman s Camps. They were of?gobd
morals, just and'inﬂcorruptible. I pust state that in the man’'s capp!
@nscrupulous subjects had pushed themselves forward who had acquired
35 manners and who wera hatéd by their rates as much as by the SS
itself.

Second after the position of n3epior Jewess™ came the Senior
Police women who had to see that there was order and no friction
in the camp. When the girls returned from work they had to queue up
for the evening meal. It was one of the main duties of the camp
police to maintain order there. They had to be on duty day and night
and ware made responsible whenever anybody Fried to escape. In spite

of the heavy duties these positions vere very puch in demand. They

ware safe from bad weathér whilst the outdoor workers had to be in

the open all day long.

Outdoor work.

e Jews were used for earth works ,
y or for the Town Cardens. Nearly all

t of scenery vetween

for the Board of Works,

for a Steel Copstruction Compan
the road repairs, new paths and improvemen
made by Jews. The girla had to work as hard as the

1941 ~ 1943 were
les into the wet ground,had to £i11 the heavy

. piene They had to dig ho '
This is a verbatjm tfapscgi kel i f t
ol ay TS whd vy o itwstinePuky sdih8 aRkdastR oot LR, BATE, B on farm ,
: . ) T c&ldiiioﬁéé%EQ%““?“°lé.“ niel
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. countless frozen fingaefs whiah had tb be amputated. When I reported

this to the Csrman authorities I was given ths reply that the asoldiers

‘had to work outdoors too, st 20° frost.
'; ' The Polish firms eémploying the Jewish girls received large

orders from“tha Cerman municipal authorities. From records I happened
to see I understood that the Cestapo had put these "Political Interneces”
to the dispodtion of the DAF ( Desutsche Arbeits Front ) Possn and the

DAF sublet them to Polish firms. These firms were assured thag the

“workars in questioh ware 'yoqu and strong®. When randin% thoe documents

one falt like baing put back to the times of slavery. The half starved
Jawiah workeré of courss were unaﬁlc to fulfil the damands upon their
working abilities. Eut the Polish farmers - who raceived premiums for
making them work hard - drove them on with threats and beating. It
often happensd that the Poligh foremen knocked down the girls with
their fists and nailed boots. Sti1ll this treatzent was gentle compared
with what the men had to endure. T.e men carried strotchers with them -
to work, as nearly every day they had to carry wmates liome vheo had been
krnocked to cripples or aven knooked dead., The Germagﬁ cynically blamed
‘the Poles for crimes like this, passing remarks about tha "infariority

of this nation®.

quuneration.‘
During the fir t months the Jewish workers received RM -.30 par working

hour, dbut RM 45.~ were deducted from thoil ronthly wages for food and
lodging. They were sllowed to ujse their earnings to buy coupon free

articles in the camp cantine or else to send the money to litzmanstadt.
therefore got involved in debts which

The sick ones,who could not work,
vas the raascn for their being put on the list for "RUcktransporte"

(return transports).
However, after some time all psyments stopped, allegedly to

counteract the ever lncreesing enddiurs to escape.

Timetable,
Reveille was at 4.30 a.m.,then came making beds - in winter in

,as there was no electric light. ¥Washing in the yard at the
Cne plecs ot,suéiitute s0ap was

At 5 a.m. they had to qusue up

the dar¥
water top or in one of the few sinks.,
given to each porson every 2 months.
for "Coffes". 5.30 roll cell in the yard, counting up and leaving for
wo e :Lst:axzv der" téaﬂsﬁrt"’&’) spokgrilplt i RighepEep gourse proll has 0t ibecberket @dspaili of adurdty.

Y - L e v o e dtw rnald 20 mIirutaes rest



sheltorad FOBEEnake@Rin o WaBURmi ki R M3 tHOT

At 5 p.m.they knocked off,returned to the camp and again
thers was & roll call and counting up. Then followed ausuing up
for the evaning soup and brgad_which often ooccupied time till late
in- the evening. In some camps they had so called "ordesr calls”
at night. This was & éppciality of the camp commander at Fort
Radziwill, who coming home late and baing drunk would go and
inspect the dormitories. Whenever he noticed the least offenue
everybody had to get out (vithout having time to dress) and he
made them stand in the yard for one hour. On Saturday aftaernoon
the whole crowd bathed in big wooden tubs. 4 girls used the sare’
as it had to be fetched from the river in buckets. Very ofter
n saturdays as well so that the girls hardl

water
they wefo made to work o
fourd time to mend their clothes and l}innen.

_ After work the girls used to sit together and they sang
Poliéh,Russianﬁand Jewish Folk songs or even sore they had made
up themselves and which described very vividly and - in sbite of .
all the misery - even with humour the caup life. A book of thess
songs and short gketches which I collected wysalf unfortunately

got lost with my other belongings.

German administration of Jewish Camps.
ln'spfing 1941%42 the City of FPosen took over the administrati

as previosly the DAF - by its mistakes and coarse

of the canmps,
bribery - had starved hundreda of people to death or.let them be

infected by epidemics. The responsible emplyers decided they would

fead the Jewish workers a little better, not because they felt pity

for them but becauss they had to presarve the manpower which was

'ncérée already - there was uo chance of getting other workers.For

.a period the {nterest in manpower was put above the extermination

principle of the Gestapo. There were many differences of opinion
betwaen the SS and the municipalities as far as this matter was

concerned.
Foq&ho important position of the camp commander deserving

party members were chosen, for instance S3 men or faithful Csrmans

who had lived in otner countries but had “come home to tne Reich".
They were not subject to any controls and the fate of htundreds of

huran beings depended on their good or bad will.A German wooan from

m§é%amggméégﬁog&ﬁm§ggﬂs%ggointad comrandar of the camp Antoulenhof.

e primary source, and it has not heen checked for spelling or accuracy.



NG

Her saying at themgﬂgégggmggﬁﬂguarters that she was an
Antiseni e ishserRe@uiiersdr pheooPraiodghhiforcsr ability to be a
camp commander, She had no idea of adminiatration but I was very
much surprised when she told me that she had been enticed out of
her country by Hitler under false pretences and that she hated
the Nazi system ardantly. Her religidus convictions would not
tolerate any oppression of the church or parsecution of Jews
anyhow. That these words ware not empty phrases I found out in
many instances during the one year f had to be together with her,
She always cooperated with the Sehior Jewess and with me, thus
saving many human lives.

‘ This camp commander once helped me to escape an unnleasant and
dangerous situation, in fact she probably saved my lifes "The camp
was to be enlarged and the girla had to srect the brick walls
themselves. To inspect bheir work a “building inspector" came fron
time to time wvho did not shrink from attacking the poor girls:
saxually. He visited me also in my office where except for an
examination table and 2 chairs there was no other fmrnituro. He
tried to persuade me with all sorts of promises to submit to his
wishes. Of ¢ourss I was not only physically disgusted but also
feared that ha would try to get rid-of me as an unwanted witness
after having had his will. So I kept running around the table whic
served as a barriere from his attacks and cried - nearly out of
my senses.—': "The Fihrer doesn't want it". This only increased
his greed and rage. He was not far from catching me when the good
camp commander appeared and freed me Yrom the situation. later

I neard that he was hanged by the Poles after the war as a colla~

borator.

Mail and parcels,
The .camp mates were allowed to write a card every 4-6 weeks.

They also received replies from their relatives, mostly from
were subjected

Litzmanstadt,Austria and Germany. These messages
to severe censorship. However, in 1942 - when people tried to

escaps - all mail was stopped. Any comzunication between the canmps

in Posen was strictly forbidden, It happened that people heard
of the death of relatives as late as a year after, although these
nad lived in the same city, but in another campe

canp commanders unscrupulously robbed the camp

Sometimes the
t wvere sent to them. They would use any trick

Thi
is is Mr%gﬁ tr%gcrlﬁé‘f spol?en worg It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked f%f spelllng or accura% vere tole

if 1t was to their advantage. So f.i. the men
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cREP comm&ﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁmm@&wwoa@ﬁhnﬁm&&dmﬁhﬁ&n&&bm&&#y even mads the

men sign for the receipt of the goods,

Raturn transports, |

I wgs ordered to make a 1ist every few weeks of those

" who were unable or would soon be unable to do hard work,This

list had to cerrespond with my dally reports about the 3 camps.
Also the number of persons recommendad for "Return Transports”

had not to be less than a oertain minimum fixed by the authorities
'We were told that the psovle "in question would be sent back to

the Ghetto of Litzmanstadt This sounded true, as at that time

there was a factory for military uniforms in Litzmanstadt and
of our girls wers reportet to work there. Therefore

many . relatrvas
at first, many vold%eered for these back transports, hoping that

' they would meet their relatives again and also get rid of the
,hard labouring. The girls promised to write soon, secret codes
_were made up, even illegal communications with the aid of helpful
Polish people were planned. However, no news arrived, not even

" after several of these transports had left.’ When letters from
1itzmanstadt came, adressed to girls who had left, we became
alarmsd; there were rumours that the transports instead of going
to Litzmanstadt were put onto a side track. Some of the Polish
guards told us in confidence that they had baen ordered to return
before the trains were thus diverted. They had been told that new
barracks had been built near a small station and nobody was
allowed to enter these except the SS and Jews. They were called
"Bathing Huts" but some said they were gas chambers. People in the

neighbourhood noticed that the chimneys were smoking for days

after thc arrival of svery transport. These stories sounded 80

phantastic that ones simply refused to believe them. However I
became very careful with my reports and tried to put in the name
of peopﬁe only whose life was lost in any case. Nor did the girls
voljunteer any more but tnod to keep from the transports with

211 their force. Even if it was beyoynd thei siBEFakERs AR ATEIRE

the transport had left collapsed altogether. Others were hiding

and only reappeared later. But many were sO weakenad that they
let themselves lift apathically onto the trucks which stood

ready. The 33 guards evsn beat the miserable ones if thoy dia

s g qubold RREER.TIABS DRSO L LR A1 3R 0 R0 T Hhie

oy g = and have never been geen again.
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Part1%o&&pgé}gg@ggﬁmlﬁ%lI’?Cﬁaﬁ?ymatlon aboutothls c!gll%ctlxc;ne turn tran spor ts
thare remained after one year only the .tanth part of the original

number of 12.000 Jews. Ths Posen population had no knowledgs of
the events in the camps, as is illustrated by the following little
incident: A- new. camp commandor had - by mistake - inatead of
aonding the list of_thg,girls chosen for return transporg to the
Gest;po, éent the girls themselves, accompanied by a guard. Some
of the girls collapsed on the way and people in the strest becans
attentive. A girl cried and ¢akled out to the bystanders in Polish
wPor Heaven's sake help me, they want to send me away, they want
to ki1l me, I have always worked hard.". Some pebple wvanted to
know. mors about theso strangs miserablo beings, but soon Gormans
appeared who called the police and the crowd was’ dispersed They
declared the girls were insane and the camp commander and the guar
responsible'for the incident were deported.

Eacaping.,

In spite of the strictest security measures, people often
tried to escaps, but these endeavours waere mostly unsuccessful,
The meagre and bald shaved men and women looked too strange even
if they succeeded to procure good clothes for themselves. But
most of them had exchanged their last few good clothes in the
Ghetto for -food and wore utterly torn clothes and shirts. They
also wore shabby wooden shoes and this alone frustrated many
endeavours to sscape. The penalty for trying to escape was death,
furthermore the whole camp was dfgglﬁggged. Depriving of meals,
work on Sundays, beating every Tenth, parading in the yard for hour
in any weather. Most of the fugitives were captured and brought to
the Gastapo..For many the lack of documents was fatal. If anybody-

was cought his own mates were made to hang him.

The 5th October 1942,
Often finding money in possession of Jews, the Cestapo thought
On October 4th

of a way to take all the money from them at once.
an order was issued to assembls all inmates, sick or healthy, in
the camp yard with all their belongings, ready to leave. A terrible
panic broke out as we thought thatd& we all would be sent to the

straightaw
gas chambers uau(ﬁgaﬁigf;ied to commit suicide and nobody would
that night. After hours of standing in the yard in tense-

. &xpectation the Gestapo dife not ~FRHY the notorious trucks for
sisa atim ranscrlpt of spoken word. It is not th dith :
deportation but in styli?gmg¥?$§€§Iggygfeggw% e AdF e sed us

slesp



camps. Smuggling letters, stealing,

-Ahférﬁer“staff.surggg

xeep 1t al r us. bvey snsphould surrender what he osaessed
P Eonég reference@UShmm.mfurther information aboyt this CCilIeCti n P ’
d.

money or jewsels, Thoss howsver who would disobsy, he would have

to punish most.sevoraly; Intimidated, most of us gave him their
poor belongings, often only Pfehnig'l and he collected RM 150
al&togothqr..ﬁelalso;ohqokgd on-a few girls if they had kept anyth
but found ndihipg. quo vers 41gmiased and glad to have a narrow
escape. In the men's camp things did not turn out 80 well. When
searched, SSQS meh still had money and were nanged on the next tret

Burying the. dead, .
The hearss cameé mors often than the bakers cart. A horsa

n firm appeared with a-long undressed wooden box

waggon of & Pose
into whiech the body was thrown. Often the hearse cams f{rom other

campsihavéhg a sad'lqad alraady to which a new body was added. All

‘the'bodies showad - the same 3igns of compleate staryation, right to

the skin and bones. To prevent spreading of epidemics, all dead

bodies had to be completely undressed and shaved and handed to the

driver without a shroud. The mates accompanied the dead to the gate

of the camp. Death was no norror, rather liberation from a 1ife
that was too hard to be endured.

Men's camps in Posen. .
The lodgings of the momen were not suitable for human

beings but they were still heavenly compared wvith the conditions
in the camps for men. In stables and ruined buts the men slept on

withoutblankets or straw. In those dirty places vermin
sad. The men had to work even heavier

the ground,
and diseases of all kinds spr
than the women whilst the food was equally yﬁsufficient. Corres-
pondingly the mortality was enormous and some of the camps died
Punishment was even harder than in the womens
trying to escape was punishag

tions took place in the "Stadion” and in

out complately.

with hanging. The execu
pressnce of delegations of the other caxps.

the momen were ordered to dance aroundthe hanged bodies. The
dIeJ bravely. At one execution where I
d at the gallow,before-

After the execution

condemend persons mogtly
had to be present the young fellows shoute
the rope was put round their necks "revenge us!®

SRS

ta n who had served in the farst world war . -
was in medical charge of the Posen camps.His name was. Dr.Sieburg
2nd he came’ about once’'a week,Dr.S.was not a member of the Nazi

This is @\glbtty\ tramdiptw‘s’ak@u&/mt&jsﬂaf ﬁq ﬂﬁ&y %chrﬁaﬁ&%ot%gen tk&ﬁy f%%pelﬁr%%r Jc%?als ol
a onra

treated.He had a leaning towards the German arty (as .
e~ S a2 8 = . H -

e 2 Ak Dby
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" me to state palnutrition as cause of death in the

. He was con

* for further questioning. My luggage was taken

Pt s 3 ¢ ey
gas” chambers '(see” page

el

Vhen ICUREFenEERbbORs R "ifle Serrible conditions e
tried to bring about some'improvoment.-ﬂe suggggted Iy write @
report and point out the existing state of affairs, the hygienic
defects and the low allotment of calories. fle promised to—supper¥
ition with'hii own comments. He further ad;ised
'n death certificates
ditions were pnot in the

to support the pet

vinced that tho dreadful con

1nt8ntions of the government.
| Actualiy, after this report Had been submitted an impnovement
: g4 ful and the work better

ceable. Food was more plen
gz of the Antoninek'Camp thanked @€ fq; ny

e

fo;ement did not last 1oﬁg. After & few

ast me and vrought me to thp-Gpstapo
"sabotage»of GCerman

pscams notl
organized.The prisoner

bBlpo_ ‘f
Unfortunately the imp

weeks an qfricial«camo to arr
SSman accused nme of

prison in Pqznan,Thers an .
d threatened to destroy me. .

vork®, shook me by the ghoulders an

. Everything else I would learn' in Berlin where 1 was to be brought
from me and also
ny diary wh;ch I had kept during the 15 months I had spenflin
Antoninek. I nave never seen it again, ‘ :
burg was concerned I learned later that

As far as Dr.Sie
ian front where he fell.

he was sent by wg of punishment to the Russ
In the Poznan Gestapo prison 1 stayed for about 3 weeks
One of ma co-prisoners ( & woman ) had

under wretched conditions.
f war to escaps8. Ina waggon behind bars

helped English prisoners o

the men handouffed, we were transported in & group of 20 to

Berlin.

' Béfurp I decribe my experiences i
Q.QQPGQGL94EQZH§5- Her namé was Magdalena Nowitzka and she was
ﬁré&ﬂuﬂly;ﬁﬁusekeeﬁer'Qifﬁ the Stablewski family (the former
owners bf Anﬁoninek). She used to give me and the other women of
_ the camp food - although she had no abundant ;upply_herself.LE%wr
Some, time after d had, been arrested. the whole camp was to be,
tes to be sent to Auschwitz into the i

erken‘u ‘and nlli}ymﬁ_ﬁ 1 | X 1 |
L *15Y. At thal’ time she pid- | - - RhE beo

n Berlin, I want to mention

of ner small cottage.There they were fbhnd

3 girls in the attic
n Mrs.Nowitzka. The girls

by the Gestapo and arrested together wit

perished but Mts.Nowlitzka was later released.
rison Alexanderplatz at

This is a Verbatim trans%‘ of
Ba'plw Mam“%*“aﬁ&&nc%,%r?d?t hatsl?gt b(gn checked for sp

o ealf and other prisoners werﬂm%%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ% in the

. s emd wm AT



' in Bessemor(?ﬁr?gt (nowtdmorthies Bastasn Sector) where I spent
ontact reference@ushmm.ag for further information about this collection
anothar 3 weeks, The inmates were women of all nations, some of
them Jewesses who walted for their transport to the nearest concen-
tration camp. o | |
From the windows we could see the Gestapo training police dfogs

‘to jump at fluttering skirts which were f@tened to wooden rods.

At that time there‘ﬁag often Air Raid Alarm. Of course we were nit
‘allowed to go to the shelters. Later I heard that a bomb bad hit

the prison and there were many casualties.
One Sunday afternoon I was called before the woman supervisor ol

the prison, On the dirty floor of the corridor there lay a young

Ukrainian woman about to give birth to a baby. I asked for a pair
of scissors aﬁd thread and délivered the child. As a reward I receive
half'a‘ioar of bread which I shared with my co-prgsbners.-TﬁEy wished
I could deliver a baby every day. We were 12 in one cell.
Again Izhad to enter a greén police car and was driven %o
the Gestapo at Alexanderplatz for further questioning, There I was
asked what offence I had comﬁittéd as no papers could be found,
I answered cautiousl& that some administrative oversight my have
octured with the death certificates. Thereupon the official said
with a cynical smile:"All your patients are already in a camp in
the Egst and you are going to follow them"., I could gather from his
ook what heé meant; it was too obvious, Later the sad truth was
confirmed: All mg poor gitls and men patients had been sent to the
gas chambers after my departure. Up till now I have not heard of
any survifors of the camps in Posen and I believe to be the only one.
Next day I came into the collecting éamp in the Grosse Hamburger
Strasse. This builing, an oH school, was devided into 2 departments,
The first floor hQu%ed all those who wers to be transported to
Theresienstadt, while those on the second floor were to be sent %o
'thé'ﬁiét. Iﬁiﬁllylntd‘the“sécond category, my name had already been
entered on the 1list,

I was désperate.gpd near Suicide. Then in a miraculous way

gnother incégdible piecs of good luck happened which undoubtedly
saved my life, I met-amongét the people around me the M, couple
who previously had been patients of mine in Berlin. They told me
14 be relcésed the same afternoon and intended to go to

they wou
They had bought their freedom through bribing a Gestapo mane

Sweden,
Thfﬁwerbafrrm@t (towolhleﬂopi. Imﬂlo&Mrin‘iﬁ/ sm&@ﬂ itIAS né’l peeﬁ&&%e%%ﬁspgﬂ%};g ac%LEaca'.n ter-

wnndd arw.
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. the notorious E£ichmann, whi

D1 T navnanasa A EKEANERS, 4. e A g raative and gave
them name and address of my sister in Berlin who was married to

an "Aryan" and kept some money for me, - .
At the last moment, on the eve of the transport to the East

~a Berlin advocata,Dr.Jf%hppeared. I should go with him to the chief
. of the Gestapo and should leave it to him to answer any questions

I may ba asked, The firat quastion was'where was my husband? Dr.Jﬂ

‘roplied that ny husband had died because ofminjuries received during

the first world war and had obtained the Iron Cross, lst and 2nd
class. Further.questions referred to children and profession. These
questions were truthfully ‘answered. Obersturmfiihrer D, asked Dr, J.
how many perspns were listed f6r Theresienstadt. Dr.J replied: 69.
A1l right" D. said,"let g make it a round figuro This is how I
was sent to Theresienatadt instead of to the East*uhich was the game
as escaping certain death., I made a noteof the East-Transport number
and learned later that nons of ths about 2000 persons had survived,

After the war my sister told me that she had given Dr.J 300 Mar}
and 300 cigarettes wghich - so he said - he passed on to some
official, .

Thus on August 4th 1943 I joined the transport to Theresienstadt
It comprised the whole personel, docbrs and sisters of ‘the Barlin
Jewish Hospital. Everybody was wondering how I had managed to go
with them but I could not disclose the real resason.

In Theresienstadt I stayed for 18 months. Like all other inmatea
I had firsthto join the =so called "Hundertschaft" ("group of hundred"”
that is to say to perform physical work. For some time I worked in
a timber yard.then I had to dig potatoes. In between — together with
three other women doctors - 1 cleaned the office and bedroom of
ch was considered to be privilegded work,

Attar abnut % months I was allowed to work as a doctér and
vas asaigned to the "Genie-Kaserne", in particular to the TB ward.
This also meant tbat I recelived someuhat bigger food rations, Althoug
Theresienstadt was considered to be a priviledged camp, the nourish-

ment was sqﬁnadequate that I still suffered from malnutrition and

hunger oedema, ’ o’{@Z
At first 1" was housed in an atti

had to sleep on straw and to wait until beds became:

New arrivals
., Most of the window panes were
T&%i&&“ﬁnstkbr?$&g, wsrgqf ] na %gptrlmgry sogrgeaatn?lt has r?o?been checked for spelling or accu? cy.

wroken and there was not, heating . Since my re-appoe ntment as a docto:

c together with 300 women, .



were women dgﬁégzzémigSmffiﬁfegggﬁmggable that they wsre not
overjoyed about the S arrival s TR addYeEs " €is Czechs had an
aversion to evar%thing Garman, even German fellow Jaws, lLater,when
we oame to know each other bettar, the situation improved and I
bscame quite- fricndly with one of the docbérs. Har name was Anna
Krasa and I shall mention her later again. Tragically none of my
room mates are still alive. They woere transported to Auschwitz
and ended in the gas chambera.
One day Dr.J appeared’'im my room. Together with his wife

. and 2 children he had been sent to Theresienstadt and immediately
brought before the Ghetto gourt. He had acted as Cestapo informer
in Barlin. So for instance he made appointments with Jews to
come to his offico to pick up false passports for which he had
received monasy., When his poor clients came they wers arrested by
the Gestapo who waited gownstairs in the entrance hall. He approachec

me now with the request to speak {n his favour as he had rendered

a great service to me. I ktried my best but oy intervention fTailed,

Too much evidence had accumulated against him. Dr.J., his wife
and his children had to join a transport immediately and disappeared.
In Theresienstadt I stayed until February 1945 when I was

lucky enough to be 1ibverated and brought to Switzerland by train,

together witﬁa%QOO Eersond.

oL iika to deatribe the atmospbere during the
lnat few ﬂﬂthsbefora this transport lefts
i It was about 4 months since the last trains to the East
nad left Theresienstadt. It had becoms quiet and the streets were

desolated. Where previously lots of men and women hurried to work,

only few persons were seen. In the evening the little town seemed

to be empty. The few remaining people nissed their loved ones they
_used to visit after work AE%E%$%ught closer contact with each

other, the toughts went to to the many who were absent.
Padrt we were Told,
When the last transport in autumn 1944 ft we "th

nyork in Cermapy".Although we were generally suspicious
this time there was some probability of truth. Had not
all privileges been cancelled that otherwise applied to deportees?
Even people with war decorations, cripples ‘and blind had to go.

It is true the question aross what work could these persons do?
Ora consoled oneself and the deportees with the hope that - as in

Th%ﬁg;_eébsat trans rat&@pokenmrgf ispel i g_nmfri drcegan Bhawet¥entitckddiS S‘}gﬂmfé g}lag r&ra(g/r in an

it was for
of the 35S,



Thi
isis ai\i@ﬁtlrﬂtﬁ&crmps;&&\ worlc??t Is not the primary source an

' pecessary 8s e

but could this be sxpected? The deporteea were certalnly 1o a

olosed campCOamefbmde@meTW”hf%%ﬁ 1ing letters. These diffioulti
wa knew from own experience. ¥o.drew comfort f;om the thought that
the war would end soon. The news that lesksd through - wa had 2
secret radio sets, built into beds - sounded hopeful. Even the

oommuniques of the German army "Gonceded defeat. The last offensivc

in the Ardennes nad baen rapulaod.

Christmas was celsbrated. Our Christian co-prisoners had
got hold of gome small trees. New Years Eve came, would it be the
laat one in Thereslenstadt. Or the last onse alltogather? One never
knew what ths Ceatapo was up to although they had solemny deolarsd
that no further transport would take place. ,

. Theresianstadt was to be ncleaned up®. Actually, in the
middla of vinter bed bugs wers exterminated. This was certainly
ven in the cold the insects continued their gay
rly the bed-ridden. It was

activity and tortured us and particula
heavy frost from one

difficult to transfer "these poor people in the
part of the bavracks to another. In the fcy cold rooms the sick

ware even more miserablo and wouid have preferred to stey in th.

heated bhbugh bug—infeated rooms.

Coal wag now plentiful since 2
this time mixed-marriage couples from Moravia

ere comparatively well fed and optimisti

0,000 persons had been deporte

New arrivals came,

and Germany. All of thase W

They confirmed the reports of the army comnunications we had inter-

cepted but nobvody had’ heard anything of our deported mates. The
new arrivals comfortad us and said that Cermany was in such a statd

of ohaou.oﬁ- 1th bomb victimsd, foraeign workers and refugees,

that nobody could get eny news from anyone.

Almost every night nev trains arrived. I was often on duty
that is I had t> examine the newly arrived
h our people these ware wall nourish
Eichmann who was freque:

at the railway station,
for their health. Compared wit
Neverthaless each traln brought some dead.
t1y present asked me eagerly about their number and when I replied

so and sO0 many dead, he would goknowledgs 1t with the sings word:

nGood®.

The Chetto was to bhs rep
New barracks were puilt, much to our
{n aspite of the new arriva

lenished, 80 the rumour went. Ve

uero driven to work.
astonishment. Wasn t there enough spacs
tadt housed 60. 000 people and now thers were

v 19.000) Why thess remote %‘Fa'}?“i-”%tﬁCWedufwrapemsruchyuhich had
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such & str&hgamgggg&gﬁﬁ'G?”@@ummmmck us as strange that they hed

.org for further information about this colle

no windows, Were we auppﬁéed to live in thaﬁ@mwo were accustomed

to many kinda of dwelling. Carrets with dormer windows, atticts
that hardly allowed 1ight to penstrate, cellars with broken
window panes. But no windows at all? - )

Soms said the neovw barracks werse prbbably ;ntended as store
rooms for food., Vith {ncreasing war dangsr the S3 had brought thei:
fanilies to the safer Therasienstadt, Bulldings and barracks were
gveeuated for them and renovated. Did they intend to store in thes

new barraekﬁ-thoir goal and other provisiobs? Or perhaps arruni tio
Mountains of files arrived from Berlin. Did they wvant to preserve ’

“the most important documents thers?

_~ Still, there remained little time for apeculations{ We were
driven to work hard and the recaining inmates had to cope with the
additionél tasks thatigggnbsggvioslf performed by tha deportees.
Anybody who cozplained was pointed out the privilegge of having
remained in Theresienstadt. Therefore the work on the new barracks
went on and nobody knew their true purposs. Only after the collaps
{t becama known that these strange structures were to serve as

gas chambers. ; L _
A heavy, strenuaous week nad come to an end. It was the lwst

T'(E‘L‘i:;n‘{‘s .
expected , perhaps some arky gommuniques or new arrivals, Then,

guddenly, & Tumour swept the Ghatto 1ike wild firet A tradport to
Switzerland was to g0» This was received with scournful - laughter.
1though we hadbeen assured that no more depor-

February 1945 a’gre? dulllgay as S0 many befors. No new events wer

Another transport, &
tations would takea placs. of course, three months had paased since

the last transport. This was the usual interval. Nevertheless, the

rumour pe;sistad that tvis time it was difrerent. This transport

was sald to have been organized by the Bed Cross. Volunteers shoul

coma forward, women and children would be favoured. But who would

pelieve this?
It was not long ago that orphans had come to Theresienstadt,
half starved children who wers housed in separatas vuildings. Thay

were cared for by gelscted physicians and sisters. All this was

moat mysterious thay wers not even allowved to talk to others.

eks later they dissapeared - allegedly to Switzerland. .

A fev ws
heard of them again. Would they not have written if they

. never
Thisis a vg{tﬁtmﬂranscnpt of spoken word. It is not the prima

really arrived in Switzer gﬁﬁ%”?&?t8N¥avmﬂp¢Mm&hhpx&a&g;ry arrivec
-« .. 4 bh antitahl e fOOd [o47 213 . o We/ra



Ayfirst voluteersedddumotonome forward as nobody would

ontact reference@ushmm.org féf further information about this collection
believe this fairy-tale, Better to stay until the end of the war
which was sxpected within the next few months, .

During this night hardly anybody slept. All Austrians,
Germans, Czechs and. Dutchmen were called to report in the Soko-
lovna (where the administrative offices were ) at 3 o '¢lock in
the morning. Significantly, no Danes were included. These always

' received special treatment, never had to join a transport and
received monthly small parcels with the senders name: "The King
of Denmark”™, The notice forms were differently worded frém-the
usual notorious slips of paper of deportation orderf Nevertheless
nobody.tru;ted the appeal, However,as one was used fo dbey orders
al};thoéo'who were ambulant went to the meating place, Ve dootors
wers told to be prepared for duty on the departure of the trans-
port, o 3 & ' :

The Sokolowna was brilliantly 1it in spite of the existing

black out‘regulations. Jewishkmpltyees of the Gestapo sat on long
tables and drew up records. No signs of SS-men, We were asked:

“Do you want to join the transport to Switzerland, or do’ you renour

voluntafily??. Most of the interviewed renounced. The Jewish
olerks themselves tried to dissuade us. Nobody had confidence in
the truth of the destination. Besides many had personal reasons

to remain in Theresienstadt. EgFe 3$g*q£; want to be sepérated

from their relatives who ceuld ot Juinm: For many Czechs the
cohhideration was decisive that they did not want to leave their
country but would rather stay near home now that the end of the wal
was in sight, :

For most inmates the 0ld soldiers’ motto prevailedt

"Rever repdrt voluntarily”. It had been estimated that 2000 person:
would Join the transport but less than half put their namas down.
The unheard of procedure that one had to chose whether to join

the transport or to renounce in writing had different effets: many

were set at ease, otlHers decided it could only be a bluff &f the

Gestapo as usual, .
As far as I was concerned, Rabbi Dr.Leo ﬁggk and his niece

Dryélly Stern advised me to join. I took Dr,Sterns place who had
; ; ‘
been appointed transport doctor butﬁg{d not go as she wanted to

‘ 04
This issa%ngati‘n!%r%lgcriB5%r%§ejg¥vgrd. It is not the primary sour'é_(gér;dqt ﬁhoaboffbégnlgaecked for spelling or accuracy.
Those who had decided to join were to queues up in the



B, T

g

'suspoctod the lost papers to be. We were successful. The

"Have your relatives been transported to the East?"

stand in the yard from 3 a.wm. until 7 p.m. Names ware called,
http://collections.ushmm.o|
numbers shontade-sxdsn %q@pmmagngmdhngﬁmm@@mke@ in groups to the

canp commandsr Rahm,
As it was to bs expected ths lisis were not correct. Some

wvho had rsfused wers called up., Others who were prepared to go
waited in vain, myself amongst the second group. It turned out
that whole lists had disappeared. But without enrolment nobody

¢ould reach Rahm and tharefore not depart. Some unyielding person:
- amcngut them myself - stepped through a window into the

Hamburg barracks, which ware closed that day and in which we y
rrisses
lest

sheets were found and the numbers were issued,

~ 'In .the meantime it had become late and 53—u3¥0-%$2d that
Rahm had already encugh and would close down. However in his
office, the SS headquarters, the lights were burning. Long
queues had formed before the builing, Hwas still raining and
we were wet and hungry. But who cared? The queue did not get
smaller as peopls remained uﬁstairs for a long tims. Only two
persons vers allowed simultaffBously, Many returned who had been
refused, A Dutch colleague with 4 children hat to—étay behind
and no reason was given. A pales care-worn woman in front of me
also was rejected. She had asked Rahm to be allowed to go to
Switzerland to inquire into the fate of her relatives who had
been deported to the East. "Rather stay with us for another while"
Rahm said to her. '

Finally my turn came. In the large hall which I had never

sentered before two men set at a large table. Rahm and Brunner.
Eishpann stood behind them. In the door stood the "Race Reafoher"
Gﬁnfher and his brother from Prague, I was also aware of other
prominent personalities but this time .they appeared mild and
nothing reminded of the savagery of past days. They looked at us

with faint irony.
A supervisor called my name and I was led to the table.

Rahm asked my marital status. "Widowed™. Your husband died in a

concéntration camp?". "No, of an illness before ths war". This

repﬁy seemed to satisfy him. "How many children?", - "None",
- "No",

I saw that Rahm stamped my papars and I guessed that I was
read Finger-prints had already

This @9%%8l§19rgn§crlgq spo n WOI‘(P?IS not twe primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy.
- peen taken in the Sokolovna and a pho

o was attached, obtained
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I rushed "home” totppagdtiofanmbled . transport/was due to leave
Contact reference@ushmm. o9 for further mformatlon about this collection

the pext morning. For luggags an "alagant sultcase" was prescribed,
My suitcase which had been through two concentration cawps, prisons

o and desinfection stations looked anything but elegant but was
intact, According to ordera no rucksacks vere alowed, What a non-
sendel I nevor had travelled in Switzerland without my rucksack,

‘why should I this. time? I was sure I would miss it. I mended 1t

"in a great hpf?? and put in it all my warm things except those I
“wore, I did not possass a winter coat, ohly a worn out skling

dress,
Soon the suit case was packed. The few effects .I had inherited
from deportegs - unfortunately all of us had to rely on such sad

gifts - did not look too elegant.
" Before the departure of the train on Fabruary 5th 1845 each
parcicipant receiveﬂlan extraordinary large helping of soupj in
addition other provisiona such as a generous piece of bread and
tinned food. This came apparently from Swiss gift parcels that
had not been dietributed amongst us, Certainly it was intended to
show the Swiss that the gifts had reached their dsestination and
that we had been provided for plentifully,. '

We were 1200 persons. At last we had settled in the waggons

which procésg had taken many hours. The SS men cursed and called
us names becauss ths procedure was too slow. But how could the
alderly peoples climb the high stepa? It is true they ware supportad

by the transport helpers but the 1atter could not assist everywheres

and had enough to do with stowing away the luggagf. I was very
proud because I had succeeded in snuggling my rucksack through the
controls. Everybodys travelling gear had been critically inspected

as an occasion of previous transports but pra this time with a

On 24 tier asiorns -
differonce:? ox gﬁ% vas not allowed to carry suit cases, only

ngoft luggage™. This time suit cases were sven prescribed.
paople were able to get hold of hand

Surprisingly snough some
As was to be expocted

baggage of comparatively civili;ed appearance.

the luggago was mixed up and atrange plecas werse stowed over our

heads. )

I xept my rucksack on my knees, did not let it get out of my

nands. It used to accompany me On my hiking trips in happier

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the prima ource and |t h
: as nat been checked for
days and had remained faithiul %h ouéhoﬁesfﬂ¥“§§ﬂm?bara.
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| all that hardsh
atetions and had enduruuanmmwﬁmagﬂs hgw the ocuter pockets

Con
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contained the proviaions for the next few hours, also & small bookls
the gprting glft from Eally. In this I had entered 4he addresses I
had been given by thoss vho repained behind. I was to try to ascerta
_ the. wboroboutn of their relatives and friends and get inde touch wit
'them. Outsidn the satirg bowl was fastened which sone wonths ago -

‘I had "bought” for half a loaf of
b
How useful it was, how many porti ongaggd Feldtla80PH L E PEGE othe

ki tchen, anxiously vatching that {t ba rilled at least half-full.
This time there was a sacond helping. As farewell we raceived the
© usual gOulash-Soup vhich was given to all deportees before leaving,
probably to cheer them up. This time the soup was tasty Bs never
baforn. Allagedly the SS had ordered it and plentiful. Sone ‘paople
started ‘to ent from their travalling provisions before the train
laft. Houevar their stomachs, used to hunger, oould not digsst tho
rlch-ropast and they becane siok

" For hours the train stood 1o the rallwy station. It was a
long ona but not Ned Cross waggoqa a8 we had expected. In the last
minute Dr.Beck and lelly came to 33y good-bye. Finally the train
was locked and laft,uccompaniad py S3-men. For 3 days, 1.6, until

ws reached "the Swiss ‘frontier we actually did not know whether ve

really went to our freedom. -

' Although we ware forbidden ©0 lo0k through the windows we
oould see the TU rubble heapa in Gerzany. puring the night the train
stopped because of air rald dangere. In Augsburg the order waa issued
“Al1l tha men outl®. There was general panic. Everybody thought this
was the end, lowever we only had to changse trains and the nen were
to tranafer tho luggage to the other waggous.

Finally on the third day we approached the Swiss frontier.
Ve ware told by the S3-men to take of the Stars of David (Judensterr
and to npiﬁgigfﬂp They even distributed lipsticks for this purpose
This was the last order the 33 issued and this they adritted., They
vithdroew and wished us - to our enoragus astonishment - all the besi

Only now wa realized that we wers really goluog towards freedom.

Married couples embraced, cany wept and aobbed. It was unbelievable

that ws should bs fres. Cnly Youth w2s not quite so sentizgntal, a

young girl sang whon the Cestapo wenti “3ay softly gervus as farewel

and "¥ho will wee) when ve geparateosss™e

Th|s|saverbat|mtrarﬂuﬁofemw@rﬂﬁe#sQOtwe‘Flmarysou%dence was shaken. Shortly before

e, and it ha t b
v euiea frontier the train atoppad ?grem8%¥g”TSmTP8H€Wth barns.
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- the train. Our f

'supress ny sobbing,

:platos filled by Red Cross sisters from a bucket.

would lesd us into this i%r s barn and kill us there. The whole

ollections.ushmm.org

night we BpenémT““%%?¥¥%Tﬂm§ﬁ&ﬁ&ﬁgebhamn@ex®sm&nning the train rolled
slowly into Kreuzlingen station,

Ye saw the Gestapo discuss something with Swiss civilians,

doouments wore - h ed over, a few waggons were opaned and obviously

superfioial tests made. We vers free, Swiss conductors entered the

'train which seemed to us beyond comprehension. We asked them whether

thay really were Swiss?

. Prom now on rows of peoplc stood on the platforms and in the

streets, vaWed and shouted and threw chocolates, cakes and bread into
irst stop was St.Gallen where we were housed in a
school. The -2 trains with waggons of the Swiss Bundes Bahnen (SBBY

which had brought us. from Konstanz wers directed onto a side track

; to the station_§_§__F_'_iE_e__tgJ so that we would have only, a short walk to

our destination,
this distance on foot, even though "we looked very worn out and

draged our luggage-along lgboriously" as the Swiss papers reported

the Hadwig-Schule. Most of us were able to cover

ttre next day.
. In the school we were welcomcd by the president of the Joint

Committee,Sally Mayor who dolivered a short speech, He said hogzglad
s v Sy

one was to know us to be safe and stressed that Alt~BCndesrat Musy

- who stood by ~ had prepared our transport and that wa owed our

liberation to him to a great extend.

I had been introduced to Mr.Mayer as one of thc doctord of the
transport and whan ho mentioned Musy my first impulse was to step
forward and to thank nim, I was just wondering thether I could
when Mr.Mayer - who had apparently guessed my
intention - held me back, saying: "Don 't thank him, Mr.Musy would

not appreciate 14", A few days later I learned that Mr.,Musy had

initiated the whole action by negotiating with Himmler and other
Nazi officials with whom' he stood on good terms. One suspected that

he himself was finacially {nterested.

s ' In the Hadwigschule .we spent 3 days, slept ondtraw but in

AN

frgedom. The fbrst meal impressed us very much. We were given real

T was advised to

d not make up my mind to do so. Postcard

throw my tin pot away but coul
could write to our

wers distributed with postage stamps SO that we
n Theresienstadt. We were to tell them that the journey

frﬁs 15,2 verbatlm tr:
aﬁ$crlpt of spoken word. It
hadbeen very pleasgg% QEI“mpm¥wSwm%@?&m?&%@f?@ﬁ“ﬁ@$wmgm&ammﬁriendline3



We were advised to do ﬂﬁ&#d&mmeﬁwgmwi as a furth an
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further |nformat|o¥about this collectlzc:nt 8L b5 Spor ¢ from

Theresienstadt was expected. However this never arrived. Hitler
wvas told about the matter, gét an attack of frienzy and forbade any

more transports. .
It was pointed out to us that reporters would interview us

'about our experiences in Theresienstadt. In view of later transports
:we shouldn’t say anything unfavourable, When thae reporters finally
" cams, we followed these {nstructions. Only an old granny,who was
deaf and had heard nothing, told freely -~ the reportes shouted the
questionsinto her ears - how much she had suffered and described the
terrible conditions. All this appeared later promptly in the news- -
paparﬁa. = ‘ :

_ Shortly after our arrival thanksgiving services of all
confessions wars held., All compared our liberation'with the miraculou
salvation of the children af Israsl from the Egyptdan bondage.

Then the Jewish and other Swiss population was led to us - naturally
not very closﬁ lest any contagidus disease was contracted. The
disappointment of those who had hoped to find their baloved ones in

the transport in ‘vain was tragic.
Our next stop was a former hotel near lake Leman whers we

were put in quarantaine. We were deeply_impressed when on our trip
there we saw lighted windows with curtains and people sitting at
dining tables, All these were things wljjich we had not seen for a

long time. .
Now we rergees - we had changed our status from that of a

prisonsr to that of a refuges - iried to prepare ourselves for a
normal life., All these years we had waited for the moment of libe-
ration and thought that now all our worries would be over. But
hardly had the first exitement passed i1t appeared that the energy
used so far for self—pfesefvation would be necessary for a new
struggle. This realization came quite unexpectedly to many and was
a terrible sbook§§ﬁo had thought they would receive prefenéntiail

treatment as martyrs.

Many felt not to be up to the new struggle and even
amongst my fourlrbom-mates ? gommitted suicide , mlso victims of the
Nazi regime.... Others gaiﬁad strength from past experience, a

strength they had never been able to foreses. They continued the

battle for existence,
This is a verbatim tr; nscrlpt of spoien word, It is not the prlmar%soirce anqjihas ”ftf’ngB Chfg(e‘iﬁ%ﬁ"f'lnaﬁr aacu@guplo
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I owe my acquaintance with the Hesse's to Nnna Krasa (sse Padg
who was & schoolday friend of Ninon's. Poor Anna! What had she 17
done to deserve her terrible fate while I was SO incredibly lucky
to escape the Nazi ﬁell? .

Anna and I met 1943 in Theresienstadt where we 'both /Were)
forced to work as doctprs. Anna had a bed in a small room in
which she lived with 6 other women. As there was nof room for
another‘bed I was told to sleep on the floor. However Anna would
not allow this and offered at once to share her bed with me, Thus
we pecame.f;iends and clung together in this terrible time., One
lived in pérpetual mortal fright, was forever subject tq‘chicanei
suffered hunger, froze and had still to work 70 hours a week to
help the poor sick, Anna andlI discussed our pfbb%ﬁﬂﬁ, hopes and
fears. Unfortunately the lattifdgfgsawere only toovaELded: On‘
Octdber 28th 1944 there was again-one of these dreaded transports
tu the East and Anna was "enrolled". This was all the more tragic
ransport to Auschwitz. The liberation armies
and the gas'chambers in Auschwitz were

as it was the last t

were already advancing
stopped on November ond. Nearly 4.000 unfortunate people were

still gassed at thelast moment.
Before Anna left, we exchanged addresses of friends so that

we should have some meeting place in case we both survived. If not

the pther one. should give the last greetingé to the friends. Anna

gave me the address of the Hesses. At that time I did not realize

how soon I.would have the opportunity to comply with her wish,

ﬁ%t quite 4 months later I was liberateqhnd arrived in Switzerland
to reach freedom from Theresienstadt. We

by the only train ever
d in an abandoned hotel in

vere about 1200 persons and were lodge

Las Avants sur Montreux. I wrote to Ninon Hesse at once, gave

bref! 4

her Anna's regards,fﬁggéribed {n-short my experiences and

apologized for not having stamped the letter. The reply came by
heartfelt letter of welcome, asking me

return of mail: A warm,
to telf?&bout Anna, whose fate wvorried her greatly. Ninon added
the hope that we should

greetinga{ggghar husband and expressed
meet soon, A whole sheet of postage stamps Was enclosed,

This smmmbhemkimamf a correspondence started which lafted

. _ - : tives
is is am%bauptrawmm#m%m et tbL pMQ sorulrgei,'e‘\rﬁg %E;s rﬁft}égnn cﬁ.g:kefjl gfspeﬁi? ];?acgjraiy in
t n the

s mewa ov3 T pathersd new hope and regained fal



.3 garden, His cat Schneewelsschen (Snow

“As 1 heargd later,
~d

that he never misse

A fev umonths latQMm&mMggmﬁﬁ&ﬁ?forred to a Home for Refugees

_ Contact reference@ushmm.o’i?g for further i i i i
{n Brissago, beautifully gitugeggwg%mﬁﬂﬁsﬁﬁﬁ8”Maggiore. I was

the doctor im charge. Lugano was not far away and soon 1 raceived
ap invitation to come to Montagnola (where $he Hesse's lived).
I took 2 days off and walked on foot over the mountains - partly

for economiocal reasons, partly because I liked hiking.

' Ninon came to meet ma at ths garden gate, a beauflful woman
full of charmg and dignfty - and Harmanﬁ Hesse greeted ﬁa(friendly
and) varpheartedly, He was dressed like a gardener and wore a big
m from the sunj he had Just worked in the

hat which protected hi
Wwhite) never left his side.

: Caos .
The. house waa-hﬁméiy-but simply furnished, Below & large room with

rows .of books, upstairs the bedrooms and Ninon®s studies. She was

an Archeologist and had a scientific library.
I was invited to stay the night. Soon after Breakfast I had
to raport about myself, oy axperiences in Theresienstadt and above

all about Anna. while I st111l hoped for her survival, the llesses
at once feared the worst. Unfortunately they proved to be right;
Anna had been sent to the gas chambers on

arrival from Therasienstadt.

. Hermann Hesse asked me Lo report in detall, even such
things'as'seemed:unimportént to me. From his questions I gathered
d anything I had already told him. He encourage

pe to write down my experiences and said emphatically that these

ecerolim -
wvers quite exceptional and worth to-b corded in all details.,

He was simply interested in everything. 30 for instance he pro-

Gurrcdntings
duced a hiking ?%P of tha.anuiron;~and'mado mwe point out which
. Cintbust T

. myunter s .
way I had ecome—aoross Ha also discussed with me my work in the
He advised me to work in the

Home and spoke about my future.

Kanton Hospital - he understood at once that I had lost touchA
b

with the medical world for years and therafora had to freshen
up my knowledge, I succeeded in obtalning the transfer to Zurich
wher&wﬁessas visited me quite frequently.Thay helped me to find
lodgpings and invited me to concerts, to theater performances
and to friends. '

This was tha time (1946) when Hesse was awarded the’
Nobsl-Prize. As his health was not the best, he did not go to
Stockholm but & celebration was arranged in Bern fgtead.

This i bati i i i i
is is a verbatim transcript of épﬁ)g?e woard. H ?Pq,@ﬁamarhgaced@ﬁiWWt b@aan ciakedXs ﬁpeq},{é om&,gcpccas ion.

He told me
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e o orad e contirue his or
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_ seen for many years. Hessesaﬁfa” 8
Australia ‘and sent me on this occasion his poem "Steps™!

Iridnd, for he did not nllow me to thank ths anonymous donor,
I visited the Hesses also from Ziirich several times. One afteruvoc
~ w8 wers just sitfing at the coffes table - the maid brought a

- " visiting cards. RICHARD'STRAUSS. However, to ﬁy regret, Hesse did
'not receive Strauss. He did not wish to be in contact with people

who in hiu opinion had lacked backbone during(ﬁ:;i time,

In the weantime I had settled in Switzerland, worked in
s sanatorium in Davos, when an old friend of mine sent me a parmi
to emigrate to Auétralia. At the same. time it happened that I was
invited by the 0.S.E, (Organisation Secour Enfants) to take charg
of a transport of children to Australia. I asked Hesse s advigas

‘whether I should venture sucb a risky step. I toldfhfm about my
friaend, =a musician, whom I liked very much but whom I had not

wﬂ {ghce to try a new life in

"Stufen®
Es muss das Herz bei jedem Lebensrufe
Bereit zum Abschied sein und Neubeginne

Un sich in Tapferkeit und chne Trauern
In andre neus Bindungen z2u geben

Und jedem Anfang wohnt ein Zauber inne
Der uns beschiitz{und der uns hilft zu leben

Wir sollen heiter Raum um Raum durchschreiten
An keinem wie an siner Heimat hingen,

Dar Weltgeist will nicht fesseln uns und engen,
Er will uns Stuf um Stufa heben,weiten....

"Steps", -

...Thé heart must ready be to part
At every call of life and each new start

To enter bravely without regrat
Into such tasks it has before not met.

And each beginnink bears a magio spell,
Jrotects,and helps us on this earth to dwell

Seroﬁ%y should Gﬁlstep through space and space
And shall not cling to any native place.

World spirit does not want to hem us or, to chaln
But 1ift us spep by step to reach new hights again....
I took Hess's advige, married wy friend and set up a
medical practice in Sydney - not without having passed a 4 yeary —

'll'h|s |sc aoverbatl . tran%crlptﬂ éooﬁ%\ﬂq%gllnoF@(fMaWOM afftdhapangt bé&kn reaausd §¢ing fofuny. German
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ii When today I lead a normal life again and have overcome -
// though not forgotten - the time of terror, I owe this to a gredt
' extent t&vﬁkssonx Thqyled me with superior undserstanding to

sottle again in human soclety.

o
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