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RG Number: RG-50.632.0026 
Interview conducted on July 20, 2005 by V. Chaplin 
 
Polina Antonovna Driuchata (PD), born in 1922; Leonid Moiseevich Neiman (LN), born in 1931; 
Valentina Vasil’evna (does not give her last name), born in 1941 in Yalta; Sasha and Martin (both 
around 10 years of age)  
 
PD 
She came to Tulchin in 1954. Her husband served in Hungary for 4 years; they and their two 
children  returned to Tulchin in 1960. At that time there still were many Jews in Tulchin. Some 
even returned from Israel. Now many Jews left to live in Germany. 
 
LN 
He came to Tulchin in 1961; he is a widower. He used to live in village Gorodkovka in 
Kryzhopol’sky region where many Jews lived. Jews worked as shoemakers, tailors, tinmen. After 
the war there was an artel “Chervona Zirka.”  His father was a tradesman.  
There were two synagogues in Gorodkovka but they were later destroyed by the communists. 
There was a woman who baked matzo. He went to a Ukrainian school. He speaks Yiddish, but does 
not know Hebrew. 
Weddings were conducted under chuppah, with a rabbi. Jewish Klezmer musicians played at 
weddings. 
Rabbis performed circumcisions. 
Jews were buried in white shrouds “tachrichim.” The bereaved said Kiddush and lit candles at 
“yortseit.” 
They celebrated sukkot, simcha torah, purim, shevuot, and gave children money on channuka. 
They had hommentashen with jam for purim. 
There was a baker named Makar. A woman named Esther was a shadhan (matchmaker). She also 
helped when one wanted to sell an apartment for a fee. Isaak the barber was with him in labor 
camp. 
 
He used to live in Odessa where he attended a synagogue on holidays, even under communists. 
He wasn’t particularly religious, but attended for drinks and food. 
 
Only very poor Jews lived in Kaptsonivka neighborhood. 
He was at Piatikhatka camp when he was 11 years old; he escaped from there and was later at a 
Gorodkovka ghetto. The worst policemen were Ukrainians; they were worse than Romanians and 
Germans. 
He has one son here married to a Ukrainian woman; another son in Australia, also married to a 
Ukrainian. 
 
Valentina Vasili’evna 
She has lived in Tulchin since 1959. She is Ukrainian. She says she knows nothing about Jewish 
holidays. 
All Jews have left because of radiation. 
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Sasha and Martin 
Sasha says that his grandfather was Jewish. His grandfather was in a labor camp. The Germans 
knocked out his teeth. He says that Jews are smart. They are closer to Jesus. They pray in Jewish 
language. 
Martin says that his grandfather is not Jewish.  
 
Geographic Name: 
Tulchin (Ukraine) 
Gorodkovka (Kryzhopil region, Ukraine) 
Odessa 
Yalta 
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