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Oral history interview with Pinia Osipovich and Sof'ia Iosifovna Gol'fel' 
RG-50.632.0028 
Interview conducted on July 15, 2005 by A. L’vov and O. Gabe 
 
Summary 
 
Osipovich, Pinia (PO), born in 1932; Gol’fel’, Sof’ia Iosifovna (SI), born in 1936  
 
PO 
His mother and father are dead. The older people have either died or have left. Only young people are 
left in Tulchin and they pay no attention to religion. 
His parents were very religious. They celebrated Passover and other holidays. They lived in his mother’s 
two story stone house which also served as a synagogue -- men prayed on the first floor, women on the 
second floor. The first floor was bigger than the second. They spoke Yiddish at home. His mother was 
very religious. She made her own matzoh. Before the war he was taught Yiddish at home. The old man 
who had taught him was beaten up by the occupying Germans. Children from her family died in the 
camp. 
Only poor people lived in Kaptsonivka neighborhood near the Jewish cemetery. They were shoemakers, 
tailors - 8-10 children per family. 
His son now lives in Sverdlovsk. He understands Yiddish, but can’t speak it. His grandson Edik does not 
know any Yiddish. 
He had worked at a shoe factory for 49 years. 
 
SI 
Now very few Jews are left here in Tulchin. 
There was a matchmaker – Esther the “shotchen”- but she died. 
Klezmer musicians used to play a wedding march at weddings. There was a chuppa. The bride was 
covered by a bridal veil. She had seen a plate wrapped in a towel broken, and given to bride and groom 
for safekeeping.  
At funerals there was special orchestral music played, with a drum. Describes rituals and customs 
following a death.  
Her mother’s second husband was a “Jewish mailman.” There were many Jews in Tulchin – tailors, 
shoemakers, butchers. They are now all dead. 
 
Language: 
Russian 
Yiddish 
 
Geographic Name: 
Tulchin (Ukraine) 
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