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Interview conducted on July 10, 2006 in Tulchin by A. V. Sokolova and M. V. Khakkarainen 
Deciphered by M. Khakkarainen 
 
RG Number: RG-50.632.0046 
 
Language: Russian, Yiddish 
Geographic Name: Tulchin (Ukraine) 
 
In two transcripts 
 
Tiraspol’skii, Nikolai Nakhmanovich, born in 1949 
 
His mother had taken him at the age of 5-6 to a Jewish woman-fortuneteller. 
 
Poor Jews lived in Kaptsonivka (Kaptsanovka) neighborhood. His grandparents and parents lived there. 
The rich Jews lived here in the city. Rosenthal and Gliklikh were rich Jews; they were in timber industry. 
The poor ones suffered from pogroms. The rich ones could buy their way out. His father’s side were 
shoemakers; his mother’s side were tailors. People from Kaptsonivka were tailors, shoemakers, cabmen, 
barrel makers, leather goods and furniture and cabinet makers – these were Jewish professions.  There 
were a few doctors.  
Jews were not allowed to move to the cities. They had to remain within the Jewish pale of settlement. 
During the Soviet times Jews were not accepted to medical institute. Somehow Jews – both rich and 
poor --managed to obtain higher education. He completed higher education in economics, education 
and history, but wishes that he had learned a trade like his shoemaker father. He had served in the army 
prior to receiving higher education. 
 
Homes in Kaptsonivka were very small – two or three small rooms - with dirt floor. A tall man could not 
enter. They may have had a small vegetable garden and a goat. They had many children. 
 
His grandfather died in 1933. He had been a military man and was personally awarded with a Cross of St. 
George (Order of St. George – a state decoration of the Russian Federation) by general Brusilov.  He had 
returned from Austrian captivity in 1918 or 1919.  At that time Jews were allowed to receive these 
awards. Both his grandfather and grandmother were killed in a pogrom in 1919. His aunt who had been 
hiding in the attic witnessed the killing of his parents and told him that they were killed with a sable 
because of the Crosses. His grandfather had refused to take off the Crosses. His father was left at an 
orphanage at age 13. Before the war every other person here was Jewish. 
There were also Jewish bandits who robbed people. 
 
His grandfather had lived in America in Philadelphia but returned to Tulchin in 1933. His mother was 
born in Tulchin. His grandfather had brothers in America. 
His father returned from the front where he had been wounded in the head and lungs; He was very hurt 
when people said that Jews did not fight in the war. His mother was a seamstress; she escaped from the 
Pechora camp. Some of her family were killed at the Pechora camp. His grandmother died at the camp. 
His father’s first wife and 10 children were killed at Pechora. There was a doctor Beletskii at the camp 
who demanded that 200 people die each day; he also experimented on children. Former prisoners told 
horrific stories. 
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His father was married and had 10 children before the war. They were killed by the Germans. He 
married his mother after the war.  
His grandparents were religious. Now there is nothing left of the 8 -10 synagogues that were here. They 
were taken down. He saved a few bricks from the old synagogue and the tall socle to remember. His 
parents were married in 1945. 
Jewish homes were plundered while Jews were at Pechora. 
His father was born in 1906. He had a small shoe-making booth next to his house; he repaired shoes and 
made new ones. People came from all over the area for his work. He was illiterate. They observed 
Jewish holidays and fasted on Yom Kippur. 
His father had a Ukrainian friend shoemaker who spoke Yiddish with him. 
 
When he was 4-5 years old his parents met at a private house for Jewish holidays. Many Jews met there. 
His mother cooked “keyzelekh” (cakes) for Passover and baked matzo with “reidele” (a wheel to make 
holes in the matzo). Officially this was not allowed. His mother Miriam was a very good cook. She helped 
other Jewish families make Jewish wedding dishes – fish, chicken, leikeh, shtrudel. She washed the floor 
every day. Men did not cook or help with children. Klezmer musicians played at weddings. Now there is 
no one left. Many left for Israel, America, Germany. 
 
He views himself as a historian. He had been told by some older people that there had been a 
synagogue where there is now an empty field.  
He visits the old cemetery to remember his relatives. Recently it was discovered that Ba’al Shem Tov’s 
grandson is buried there. 
He was told of cases including one of a Ukrainian man with a Jewish wife who took his wife and two 
children to Pechora concentration camp. – He wanted to serve the Germans. 
 
This territory was under Romanian occupation during the war. 
One can now find people from Tulchin in Canada, Australia, America, Israel, Germany, St. Petersburg – 
wherever you want. Many hold reunions in America. 
He had tried to leave for Israel on several occasions, but was denied exit. 
He was married at 34 and has a 21 year old daughter. He wants his daughter to marry only a Jew. She is 
a student; on Saturdays she goes to Sokhnut to study Hebrew; she understands Yiddish. 
His mother’s first husband was Russian; he left her with a small child – his sister; he is not on good terms 
with her. 
There are now many various religious groups in Tulchin. 
 
He observes major Jewish holidays – Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur and fasts on Yom Kippur. 
He also celebrates Passover and buys matzo every year. He would go to synagogue if there was one in 
Tulchin. In Kiev he went to a synagogue and prayed there, although he does not know Hebrew. 
He had a friend at whose home Jews met to pray; the friend is now in America. 
He understands Yiddish because his parents spoke Yiddish. His Hebrew name is Kisil. 
He and his friends were circumcised by kosher butchers. 
For Shabbat they usually had a koshered chicken. 
His mother made him pants for the summer with a back pocket with a button to hold sunflower seeds. 
They lived in an old house in two-three rooms with earthen floor. 
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