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Anastasiia Fedorovna Vostrilova was born in 1905, February 13.  Ol’ga Fedorovna Vostrilova 
was born in 1931, March 8th. 
Interview in Krasnogvardeiyskaya. 
 
Mother and daughter interview.  The mother has little memory. Olga graduated 3 classes, she 
was the oldest of 4 children, her father went to the  Finland war in 1939 and was killed. 
Youngest brother died. 
 
They came from Smolenskiy region to Crimea area in 1953 to join her brother, who came after 
the army. They settled in village Blizshney. In old times the village had Tatar name Kurian. 
 
The nearest villages names were changed from Tatar to Russian, Petrovka, Dubrobka.  
In 1953 there were no local people, families  came from Russia,  Ukraine, and Ternopol. There 
were very few Jewish families, and they had good relationships. 
Despite of her basic education she had important jobs at the collective farm. 
She remembered that there were tall houses apparently left by Germans and small huts made 
of clay and stone with dirt floors that belonged to Ukrainians. 
 
Tatar’s were removed from Sevastopol before 50tees. They were sent to Kazakhstan and other 
areas. 
She has Tatar neighbors, his name is Zenya and her name is Muza.  Tatar people have different 
traditions, the make shashlik, pilaf for holidays. When people die they wrap bodies in canvas 
and pray in their own language, their priest looks different, their men wear tubeteika hats, 
women don’t go to cemeteries. 
In Belarus they used to make 12 dishes for special after cemetery ceremony, Tatar people only 
drink tea or coffee, no alcohol. 
Tatar work hard but all for themselves, they don’t like to work in collective farms.Young people 
also work at the market. 
She remembered one episode when Tatar man accidentally died, they dressed the body and 
put it in a casket. However, when his brother and sisters arrived they  wrapped the body in 
cotton fabric. It happened about 5 years ago. 
 
At Tatar weddings music plays till morning, their own music and dances and songs. They make 
sheds, brides wear white dresses. 
grooms dress like everybody. 
 
Tatar always offer tea to everybody who enters their home, and they build small sheds even 
inside their homes. They don’t eat pork. 
Tatar people used to make circumcision to 2 year old boys and celebrated this event with 
dances and music. People used to tell stories that they saw babies covered in blood.  
 
Tatar had their own part of cemetery. 
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During Gorbachev time his wife Raisa who was Tatar,  let Tatar back to Crimea. New Tatars 
were not very nice people, they were looking for things, probably left from old times. 
Tatar like to work only for themselves, and marry Tatars, however sometimes men marry 
Russian women. 
 
Tatar primarily used to live in the mountain part of Crimea. Tatar are very bitter about their 
past. 
 
When Olga moved to her village there were very few Jews in the area. 
One of her relatives married a Jewish man. 
She remembered that her cousin’s Jewish husband wanted to circumcise the child, but the 
cousin insisted on christening the child. The couple met near Sevastopol. They did not have a 
traditional wedding. She first loved him, then she decided to divorce him. His parents treated 
her very nicely, bought them apartment and furniture. Jacobs mother was an architect, and 
their son became an architect. 
They spoke Russian, except an old grandmother who  spoke Jewish language. Their son, last 
name Levinson, did not consider himself Jewish. 
 
Olga knew several Jewish men; Ilia Abramovich Egudin who was a chief of their collective farm, 
he was a very good man, the farm was doing very well. He also came from Smolenskiy region. 
Blushtein was agronomist he lived in Petrovka, Brisker was in management. Jews were kind, 
always explained everything. 
Novato Estonia collective farm raised bigs.  
 
Many people left that part of Crimea because there is not enough water around. Olga would 
leave Crimea, if she had means. 
In the present time some people build homes with gas and running water very expensive. 
During the war they worked very hard. They were moving as Germans were occupying Belarus. 
Germans put Russian people in front of them, so they wouldn’t be bombed. 
After the war they cultivated land without horses and without any machines. 
 
Before the war in the village Petrovich near Smolensk lived a lot of Jews. She remembered that 
Jews had their own house of prayers. Jews dressed like everybody. They spoke their own 
language among themselves. Jews didn’t eat pork. They were educated people they worked in 
stores, not in the fields. 
Jews made matzah with Russian blood, she tried the matzah. 
Jews were kind and helpful people. Jews celebrated Pasha, they made special bread. Jews 
circumcised young boys. 
 
During the war they were all killed or pushed alive into the ditch. 
One man was able to escape. One woman Lilka, was hidden by a Russian family, she came to 
Crimea, then she left to Israel. She wrote that she likes living in Israel. 
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