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RG-50.633.0073 
 
Interview conducted on August 19, 2004 in Saky, Crimea by Velichko, Tatiana V; 
on August 22, 2004 in Saky, Crimea by A. L’vov, and O. Filicheva 
 
Language: Russian 
 
In two transcripts 
 
Interview Summary:  
 
Kozulina, Sofia Naumovna, born in 1933 in village Uchkui-Tarkhan, Saky raion (now village Kolodeznoe, 
Simferopol raion)  
 
She was born in Simferopol; her parents are from Belarus in Mogilev region. Her married name had been 
Siniukov. Her son Siniukov is a doctor in the city. Her mother’s name was Kozulina, Sara Isaakovna. 
Her father’s name was Naum, Yakov Zamanovich. 
Athough she was Jewish, she knew very little about Jews. Her husband was Russian. 
She used to live in kolkhoz Uchkui-Tarkhan, Saky raion. There were many Jewish kolkhozes in Northern 
Crimea. 
 
Her father was a veterinarian in kolkhoz (collective farm) “Svodbodnyi trud.” 
Russians, Ukrainians, Belarusians, Jews, Germans, Tatars, Bulgarians, Estonians used to live here. They 
had Jewish friends Kavalenko at the kolkhoz. Everyone was on friendly terms. The teacher Zelik L’vovich 
was a Jew. He wore a white suit. 
Before the war her family lived very well, in a long house which they shared with a Ukrainian family 
Danilevsky.  Together they raised cows, chickens, geese, ducks. 
 
At home they spoke Russian, but her mother spoke Yiddish with her grandfather and grandmother. Her 
grandfather had a beard. Her grandmother was religious. She put on a kerchief and prayed over candles 
on Shabbat. They made their own matzo. They fasted on Yom Kippur. 
 
Her father was killed in the war. He had told her mother to leave all their possessions behind, take the 
children and run because Germans were killing all Jews. Her grandmother evacuated with them. They 
were bombed by the Germans as they escaped in a wagon. They traveled through Kerch, Krasnodar Krai, 
Samarkand, Mangan. They lived in Mangan for some time in a tiny cottage with two doors and no 
windows. Her mother worked there at a military factory. There was no food. 
 
They returned to Crimea in 1944. They settled in kolkhoz Garapashnik in village of Lesnovka. This 
kolkhoz was built by the Agro-Joint (the American Jewish Joint Agricultural Corporation). 
She worked at the kolkhoz, where they grew cucumbers, tomatoes, cabbage, turnips, wheat. There were 
also fruit trees. 
 
Many Subbotniks used to live here in the village. Subbotniks taught her about being Jewish – not eating 
pork, not working on Saturday, Rosh hashanah, how to bake matzo. She now has a mezuzah. Subbotniks 
were later called Karaites; most of them were registered as Jews. 
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There is a Jewish cemetery in Lesnovka. Her grandmother is buried there, and her grandmother’s 
brother, sister or father, the son of her brother. Before the war Jews were buried separately from non-
Jews. Many Subbotniks are buried at the Jewish cemetery. 
 
There is a monument where the Jews were shot. They used to go there to remember them. 
 
The herdsman here was Jewish. The Germans hung him on a tree. 
 
Her sister with her family and mother left for Israel. Her mother died there very quickly after arrival. She 
visited  her family in Israel, but did not like the climate. 
 
Now that they are old, she and her brother consider themselves more Jewish. She knows some Jewish 
prayers. 
 
 
Geographic Name: 
village Uchkui-Tarkhan, Saky raion 
village Kolodeznoe, Simferopol raion 
Simferopol 
Kerch 
Krasnodar Krai 
Samarkand, Uzbekistan 
Mangan, Uzbekistan 
Village of Lesnovka, Crimea 
Belarus 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection




