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RG-50.647.0001 
Summary of Oral Interview with Robert Ankaoua – RG-50.647.0001 
Notes are by the translator. 
 

Part I 
 
Born: Miliana, Algeria - Nov. 3, 1915 

Father: Abraham Ankaoua – wine and beer merchant  

Mother: Marie Lelouche - homemaker  

Grandfather: Originally from Rabat, Morocco – settled in Miliana 

Jewish education: In Miliana, his father was head of the burial society, of which there were 
three.  

1930s, 40s: Was Robert interested in events in Israel? Yes, there were people who came and 
went between Israel and Algiers. His brother and sister lived in Algiers and he would go there 
often. In 1939 he was 24 years old and in 1935, he was mobilized for three years and became a 
radio navigator. 

War was declared in 1939 and in 1940 he was in Metz. They were bombed by the Germans, 
who destroyed all their equipment, including planes. He received an order to go to Nangis, 
France, where they bombed bridges to prevent the Germans from crossing the river. Their 
General told them to accomplish the mission during day instead of at night, which was a 
mistake. They were bombed and their planes were brought down. Robert Ankaoua was 
captured at Sedan and became a prisoner in Nuremberg. When he was shot down, he 
parachuted, landed near a cemetery and went to an unoccupied guard’s house. He wanted to 
get away but was captured and sent to Nuremberg, then to Stettin. All the aviators were put 
together in a camp, and sent to the north of Berlin. Robert managed to escape in a truck used 
for medical repatriations. Through a stroke of luck, he encountered trucks transporting patients 
to Paris. They needed 50 sick people and he got in. After going to Toulon, he went to Miliana 
and then Marrakesh. He had to be careful since the Vichy laws were in effect. Because of his 
military citations, he received an armistice leave and could draw his salary, but they could call 
him back whenever they wished. 

He stayed in Miliana and when he went to Algiers, he stayed with Raoul in 1941-1942, 
participating in sports at the Salle Géo Gras. (Notes: Salle Géo Gras was a sports venue 
frequented by participants in the resistance. Géo Gras was a boxer. Raoul Addad is the father of 
Nicole-Cohen Addad, the interviewer.) During the armistice Robert had been a prisoner of war 
and arrived in Toulon in March 1941. He knew there was an armistice since they would get a 
paper in prison but he didn’t know what Pétain was going to do. (Note: Philippe Pétain was 
Chief of State of the Vichy government in WWII, collaborated with the Nazis, and instituted 
anti-Jewish laws). 

Opinion of Pétain At the time, Ankaoua knew about him but not many specifics, except that he 
was part of a coup d’état. He thought there would be a lot of resistance in France. Ankaoua 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



2 
 

remembered that in Stettin there was a large munitions factory whose layout he knew. He 
suggested to his commander in Toulon that the plans be sent to London and then used to bomb 
the factory. His commander told him Germany won the war and everyone would have to adapt. 
Other Frenchmen felt the same way— that Germany was too strong. Ankaoua wouldn’t accept 
it, especially being Jewish. He knew they had a method of resistance from his association with 
comrades at Géo Gras, whose names they had sworn never to reveal. 

Robert managed to cross into occupied France. He said he’d go to France and come back, so a 
mission was created for him. This was in June, 1941. He crossed on the Dordogne and Périguex 
side to a German village, where he was supposed to deliver a package to a woman. He wanted 
his uncle Henri and his wife Berthe to go back to Algeria with him, along with their 12-yr old 
daughter but they didn’t want to go. Another uncle refused as well. They were in Paris, and a 
third uncle was in Montrichard. 

Part II 

He went to Montrichard on the demarcation line and found himself in the Free Zone. He hadn’t 
seen anyone, but he was caught and imprisoned for eight days in Romorantin, occupied by the 
Germans. Not wanting to reveal that he was in the resistance in Algeria, he said he was a 
medical repatriate. By a stroke of luck, he ran into a German general, gave him the Hitler salute, 
and thereby was able to walk out without being stopped. He went to a café and told his story to 
a group of men he met there. When they found out who he was, they said they knew one of his 
family members in Morocco and told him to go back to Algeria and participate in the resistance. 
They loaned him money that he said he’d pay back. Ankaoua went back to Algeria in 1941 with 
Raoul and stayed at the house of Raoul’s aunt. 

Reaction to publication of anti-Jewish laws in France, Oct. 3, 1940: He was in prison when the 
Crémieux Decree was abolished. (Note: The Crémieux Decree of October 1870 gave French 
citizenship to Algerian Jews but not Muslims. It was abolished in October 1940 under the Vichy 
government.) He didn’t know about it but realized what had been happening when he went to 
Marrakesh. He didn’t have precise information but had heard of antisemitism in France and 
Germany. Jews were losing their jobs and he realized that resistance was necessary. A group of 
them went to Géo Gras. He knew Libine, an organizer of November 8, (1942) and mentions 
others who were also involved. They trusted Ankaoua and told him what was going on and that 
there would be a landing in Algiers.  

Did he feel more French or Jewish when this was happening? He felt Jewish. When the 
Crémieux Decree was abolished his friends in Miliana and Algiers stopped speaking to him. The 
Arabs were friendlier than the French. He tells about collaborators from Alsace-Lorraine, many 
of whom had become German since Germany had annexed the region. Jews from Miliana were 
taken to concentration camps. They wanted one Jew from each family to be sent to a 
concentration camp in the south of Algeria. Robert Ankaoua’s brother, Maurice, was taken to a 
camp just for Jews from Miliana. He was one of about a dozen Jews. Robert went to see the 
sub-prefect, who knew his family and said he would try to help. The sub-prefect was against the 
Germans and said he could only help Robert’s brother but not the others. His brother was 
subsequently liberated. Robert and Raoul tried to recruit others for the invasion of November 
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8. They knew in 1942 that it would occur, but weren’t sure of the exact date. This all transpired 
at Salle Géo Gras. 

Reaction of Arabs when the Crémieux Decree was abolished: They were very nice. He had 
many Arab friends at school. The Arabs indicated they supported them, even against the French 
if necessary. In Miliana the Arabs supported them while the Christians turned away.  

Did he change his views of Judaism? He was a practicing Jew and even at the age of thirteen, 
when he saw the antisemitism around him, Ankaoua asked why Jews don’t have their own 
country. What he did during the war was because he was Jewish and Nazism had to be 
destroyed. He would have participated in any mission he was given to win the war. 

Participation in Operation Torch on November 8: He found out that an operation would take 
place on November 8, 1942. He and Raoul had recruited others in Miliana. They went to the 
house of Aboulker and were given weapons. They had a list with about 300 names. The night of 
Nov. 7 they were supposed to occupy the army headquarters. Ankaoua had been contacted by 
Libine and others. Libine was De Gaulle’s bodyguard. The meeting was at Aboulker’s house, but 
there were lookouts at various places. 

Part III 

Events of November 7-8: Ankaoua summarizes the events and people involved in the 
November 8 operation. They went to the army headquarters on November 8 and were 
admitted, since they thought Robert and his group had come to relieve them. This was the 
Nineteenth infantry division. Generals Pillafort and Juin are mentioned. (Note: Guy Pillafort 
helped organize the resistance.) Among his group were Ankoua’s cousin, Meyer Ankaoua, and 
Raoul Addad, as well as others. He discusses who was in Aboulker’s apartment. Libine told them 
the date they were to meet the evening of November 7, but it was a secret. At José Aboulker’s 
house they were given weapons. In the morning they realized the Vichy army was totally 
disorganized because they had cut all lines of communication. They thought they’d be liberated 
by the Americans but they didn’t come right away. The Vichy army came and told them to 
surrender or they would shoot a canon into the building. Pillafort told them to fight on. There 
were discussions between Ankaoua’s group and soldiers stationed in the headquarters they had 
occupied. Pillafort said not to shoot. The Vichy army was pro-German. Gen. Giraud came after 
the landing and spoke on the radio. They were all for France, embraced and sang the 
Marseillaise. (Note: Henri Giraud was Commander of French troupes in North Africa).  

The Americans were negotiating with Darlan. (Note: He was commander of the French Vichy 
military forces who negotiated with both the Allies and the Germans). He had also landed in 
Algiers. Some of the resistance fighters had been imprisoned. A member of their group was in 
prison for eight days. Darlan was supposed to take over the French group but he was killed by 
Bonnier de la Chapelle. Giraud took over the command. De Gaulle arrived and re-established 
the Crémieux Decree, but not right away. He declared a general mobilization and they followed 
him, including Jews. Jews had been put in labor camps since they weren’t French. Ankaoua was 
an aviator who was sent to Marrakesh to return the planes. When De Gaulle came back he said 
Jews would become French citizens again. So Robert returned to the army.  
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Salle Géo Gras: How did he find out about it? It was a sports venue and he would go there with 
a group of friends. The resistance fighters had guns, but were in civilian dress instead of 
uniforms. They didn’t make contact with the Americans. Pillafort knew there was a resistance 
against the Vichy army in northern Algiers. Ankaoua’s group was told to leave but Pillafort went 
and was killed. Above Pillafort was Colonel Jusse. Robert knew Jusse before and had met with 
Pillafort and Aboulker. They had to designate someone with rank to meet the American general 
who was in a submarine. General Clark was sent. Ankaoua, who joined the army in Marrakesh, 
never saw Jusse again. 

His feelings that day and his accomplishments: He felt they accomplished something once the 
Americans came. The police commissioner in Miliana became their friend. The sub-prefect 
helped them as well. Referring to his brother in Algiers— before Robert went to see the sub-
prefect who helped his brother, he was sent to consult a lawyer, who said you’re no longer 
French. His brother had tried to attack Alsacians with a knife. Robert grabbed the lawyer and 
told him when the war is over, they will have the power. 

Part IV 

When he went to Marrakesh, he was told to change his name because the Germans would kill 
him if they knew who he was and that he had escaped in medical repatriation trucks. He went 
to Algiers and changed his name to Robert Dalliere (?). They didn’t know he was Jewish. When 
he took his name back he was informed that France remained antisemitic and he suggested 
they should go to Israel. In 1947, he wanted to go. But his brother Georges died, and when his 
parents joined him in Paris, he didn’t want to leave them and go to Israel. He saw Raoul 
frequently when he went to Algiers, including in 1962. Ankaoua talks about the Addad family 
members he knows and would see at family functions, including Nicole-Cohen Addad’s sister, 
and others.  

Life in Algiers after the events of November 8—Gen. Giraud was in charge and was pro-
American and pro-British: Was there was a change in attitudes among the Vichystes, Gaullists, 
Jews, and Moslems? There was a total transformation. Jews weren’t French right away. There 
had been the labor camps, but there wasn’t the hatred against the French. Giraud and De 
Gaulle came and it was De Gaulle who re-established the Crémieux Decree. Everyone was 
mobilized.  

Was he proud of what he had done as a Jew or a Frenchman? Robert was proud as a Jew. The 
interviewer mentions a debate by historians and participants in the events on whether this was 
primarily a Jewish or French operation. Nicole-Cohen Addad’s father said it was French, even 
though the majority of participants were Jewish. When they sang the Marseillaise, they were 
French. Ankaoua says it was French but really both. They felt liberated from the yoke of Vichy. 

Israel: In 2003, does he regret not going to Israel? Yes. If he had gone, he could have served in 
the army and become a general. He went to Israel in 1968 for the first time. Ankaoua and his 
wife were thinking of staying there. He was offered apartments to buy, but went back to France 
to think about it. His brother went to Israel. He decided to go and told his employees. However, 
when he returned to Paris, their business skyrocketed, so he stayed in France. Also, his mother 
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was still there, and they had connections. He goes to Israel every year because his brother lives 
there, and so he knows the country very well. 

Paul Sebaoun: He knew him from Salle Géo Gras. The period 1941-1942 was not bad for Jews in 
Algiers. They weren’t totally aware of the situation and their lives weren’t greatly affected. 
Their business affairs continued in spite of the revocation of the Crémieux Decree. They didn’t 
feel occupied. France was divided in two and Algiers was part of the Free Zone. There was 
antisemitism but not a lot. They had good Arab and Christian friends and weren’t unhappy. 
Robert lost touch with members of the November 8 group, but Raoul stayed in Algiers and was 
more involved with the participants. Robert and Raoul received the Croix de Guerre (military 
honor).  

Part V 

The discussion continues about the recipients of the Croix de Guerre and other honors. Robert 
would see Raoul frequently when he went to Algiers for vacations. He also had uncles who had 
been in France since 1925 —the Lelouche family. They came to Paris from Algiers. Charles had a 
bar, Henri worked for Citroën, and Leon was treasurer for the stock exchange in Paris. Robert 
would visit them.  

He has two brothers: Sauveur and Maurice. Germaine is their sister, and lives in Paris. She’s a 
widow and they see her every two weeks. They take vacations together in Antibes. There is 
more discussion about other family members that the interviewer knows and relatives that 
Ankaoua visits, including his brother Maurice, who lives in Israel. He discusses his sister, who is 
92 years old. Robert is 87 years old, his brother Sauveur is 85, and Maurice 82. Ankaoua 
reminisces about Raoul and their visits in Algiers, including meetings at special Addad family 
affairs he attended. Raoul knew more about the participants in the November 8 operation 
because he kept in touch more than Robert. Nicole-Cohen Addad tells about an incident when 
she accompanied her father to say Kaddish at the grave of her uncle Léon. She was with her 
father, a brother and two nephews. Her father wanted her brother to recite Kaddish at other 
Jewish grave sites as well.  

In 1990 Robert Ankaoua was invited to Sedan where his plane had been downed. Two of the 
five pilots who were shot down survived. Ankaoua talks about the pilots from his squadron and 
where they were buried, describing how they were attacked and the conditions that day. He 
also describes the cemetery where his parachute landed. There were two adjacent 
cemeteries—one Jewish and one Christian.  

 

Translated and summarized by: Felicia Berger Sturzer 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection




