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Summary of oral history interview with Gérard Valluis 

Notes are by the translator. 

Part I 

Gérard Valluis was born on March 28, 1916 in Paris, France. He changed his name after events 
in Algeria because he had an Arabic name, Walid (Waleed). His father, William, was a professor 
at the law school in Paris and an important person who counseled several governments. He had 
helped with the 1936 labor problems and strikes in France. He mediated with both unions and 
bosses to solve serious problems, especially in the metallurgy and chemical industries. 

His full name is Saadia (Sadia) Gérard. His mother was from mainland France. Valluis studied in 
Paris at Louis le Grand law school. After advanced military studies he was mobilized in 1938 and 
assigned to the École de Sauveur, from which he graduated as a cavalry officer. After the 
declaration of war, he was immediately assigned to the 30th Regiment of dragoons in Messe, 
where they were dispersed into several reconnaissance groups. They fought and he was 
assigned to a unit encamped in an area where North African units had been stationed. He 
became sick and almost died. At the beginning of March, 1940 he was sent to convalesce at the 
cavalry depot in Epernay. He was surprised by the offensive in spring, 1940. In Epernay they 
formed defensive groups and after crossing the Loire in small boats, he found that he wasn’t a 
prisoner but among units dispersed in the southwest of France. In Montauban, he was in charge 
of several missions.  

He was demobilized in Algeria, arriving in Algiers at the end of September, beginning of October 
1940. He had an uncle there, Lucien Elibram?, married to his father’s sister. There he also 
connected with family and friends, including Jacques Zermati, an artillery officer who had 
escaped captivity, and with whom he had studied. Above all, he was in Algeria because he had 
relatives there and went to Lucien Elibram’s home. Another main reason he went to Algeria was 
that a colleague of his father’s, René Capitant, who had an important role in the Resistance and 
became Minister of National Education, suggested his father send Gérard overseas, from where 
the first troops against the Germans would leave. He was right. So he went and joined Capitant, 
Coste-Floret, who was a professor and had an important political role, as well as others 
associated with the group MRP—(Mouvement Républicain Populaire). This was a Christian Left 
movement. 

He subsequently resumed his studies at the law school and mentions people with whom he had 
connections through the university and his father. Zermati was one of them. Vallius was also 
distantly related to José Aboulker, brother of Colette but he didn’t meet him until the night of 
November 8. He experienced all the preparations for November 8 by way of the Combat 
Resistance movement, one of the important movements in France, to which he belonged since 
arriving in Algeria. He had belonged to Combat since the beginning of the Resistance abroad. 
He was in touch with Capitant, Coste-Floret, and other members of the movement. Their role 
was limited to distributing clandestine press materials. He was also in contact with Jacques 
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Zermati and others, who alerted him that there would be an Allied landing at the end of 
October or beginning of November, 1942. On November 8, he knew what was happening. He 
was in the group directed by Jacques Zermati and they were supposed to control the 
prefecture. He thus participated with Zermati in its neutralization. The Prefect was a man of 
good character who became Minister of Veterans (Anciens Combattants ) in a Gaullist 
government after the war. His name was Temple.  

Everyone stayed in contact by phone. He stayed at the prefecture with Zermati and André Levy, 
who was in their association and is now deceased. Reinforcements arrived, directed by a police 
officer named Tubert, who became mayor of Algiers. Things went smoothly and they were 
“relieved” by the normal Vichy forces. He had an incident at the prefecture. They were 
celebrating when a small group from the SOL (Note: Service d’ordre légionnaire—Legionary 
Order Service, a collaborationist militia group) laid a hand on him, but he defended himself and 
was subsequently left alone. He ended November 8 in the company of two friends, René Moity, 
a lawyer who became president of the municipal council of Paris and André Achiary, who had 
an important role in the Vichyste police that he had infiltrated and who died in Spain. Valluis 
was thus a Gaullist integrated into the group created by Raphael Aboulker at the Salle Géo Gras. 
(Note: Salle Géo Gras was a sports venue frequented by participants in the resistance. Géo Gras 
was a boxer.) However, he never trained there nor had contact with the Aboulker group of José 
or Raphael. Valluis was in the Gaullist group that had been kept at a distance. The Salle Géo 
Gras group was in contact with the officers in the movement led by Astier de la Vigerie, troops 
that had come to reinforce the Chantiers de Jeunesse (Note: The Chantiers were a substitute for 
obligatory military service in the Free Zone and North Africa, with activities similar to the Scout 
Youth camps in Algeria). Gérard knew several people who later played important roles militarily 
or politically. But he never wanted to exploit this personally. He gives the example of a friend of 
his father’s, René Cassin, who frequented their house and was wounded in the war. (Note: He 
was a jurist and president of the European Court of Human Rights, who won the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1968). 

Valluis didn’t have an important role in the events of November 8, but he was a contact. When 
he was at the prefecture, he was given an armband. He transported arms and comrades since 
he was an experienced driver. He no longer has the armbands but they weren’t ordered to burn 
them. While November 8 is part of his life he was never polarized about it. He couldn’t 
participate in combat due to his medical disability and he also lost an eye from an infection a 
few months after 1942. He was a trainee at BNCI Africa (Note: Banque Nationale pour le 
Commerce et l’Industrie) and became involved in politics in April 1943 when Franҫois de 
Menthon, who was part of Combat France, came to Algeria and was named Commissioner of 
Justice. Given the relationships between Menthon, Coste-Floret, Capitant, and Gérard’s father, 
(Menthon was his student and friend), Gérard went to his office and was an attaché in 
Menthon’s Cabinet until 1946. He came back to France in 1944 with the entire team of the 
provisional government, right after the liberation. He was very attached to a number of the 
resistance members, such as Maurice Rolland, a very courageous man because of his exploits, 
who was sent to London and Algiers. Gérard’s role in the resistance was within a group of law 
professors and judges. 
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Asked whether Walid (Waleed) is a Jewish name, Gérard says it’s Jewish and Arab. His 
background is essentially Jewish. His father explained that the name came from Spain in the 
12th, 13th or 14th century. It originates from the “people of Walid”, those associated with the 
Sultan who took his name. The other part of his father’s family, the Azulé side, is from Livorno. 
His grandmother’s brother, Léon Azulé, was a doctor and worked with Pasteur. Gérard’s father 
was born in Algiers, the son of Saadia Walid and Mathilde Azulé. He was an excellent student. 
After completing high school in 1898 there was serious antisemitism in Algiers and his father, 
who had a very good position as a representative of British textile manufacturers, sent him to 
London, where he stayed two years and learned English. Gérard’s father thus became totally 
bilingual and then had an important role as an interpreter during WWI. He became director of 
the Office of the Minister of Armament, who was a socialist named Albert Thomas. This was 
during WWI. Henri Aboulker was also involved in WWI. He had friendly relations with Gérard’s 
father, who had an important position in Paris and was referred to as the “Consul of Algiers”.  

Gérard Valluis received no Jewish education at home, but had a Bar Mitzvah. However, his 
father held a very responsible political role in Judaism. He was Secretary General of the Central 
Consistory, and also had an important position when German Jews came to France. Gérard 
always knew he was Jewish but was non-practicing. As far as their awareness of what was 
happening in Palestine in the 1930’s and 40’s, they received publications from the Joint (Note: 
Joint Distribution Committee). His father knew what was happening in what became Israel 
through publications in English from this organization. Gérard doesn’t know much about the 
publication but it kept his father informed. 

Part II 

In 1939, Gérard was 23 years old. He was in France when the Armistice was signed between 
France and Germany. Specifically, he was in the cavalry in Southwest France in Montauban, 
when they were informed of the Armistice. He tried to join the Gaullists in London, but couldn’t 
communicate with them. He knew Pétain and had contact with people of his generation from 
the time he was in high school. Those in Paris at the beginning of the 1930s belonged to various 
movements and he thought that Pétain, when he was named Ambassador to Spain in1935 or 
1936, profited from his aura at the time and became a unifying force for the Right. What did 
Gérard think was going to happen after the Armistice? He had a symbiotic relationship with the 
French milieu every day but he and his group were rejected. It was especially hard for him. He 
didn’t have close contacts with Jews even though his father had an important position and he 
really got to know Jews when he came to North Africa. He knew he was Jewish through his 
father and his experience in Algeria during his youth. He also knew that what wasn’t Jewish was 
anti-Semitic. In 1940, he lost contact with his father, who was fired from the university, and 
Gérard was sent to Algeria. His father went to Marseilles. His father was president of ORT 
(Note: A global organization that provides education and training, based on Jewish values). He 
died on November 15, 1942 on an ORT farm at the age of 72 from complications of asthma. His 
mother died in 1928 from pleurisy.  

His reaction to the publication of anti-Jewish statutes on October 3, 1940: He had the normal 
reaction of victims of these laws. He didn’t lose his citizenship because he had the Croix de 
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Guerre (Note: A French military honor awarded for bravery), which was registered. He also had 
two friends in politics that vouched for him before the Justice of the Peace and so he kept his 
French nationality, as did his father. His father was also an Officier de la Légion d’Honneur 
(Note: Officer of the Legion of Honor, awarded for outstanding service to the nation). (A picture 
of his father is shown.) In spite of his position, however, he had still been fired. His father was 
on the faculty of the University of Montpellier where he finished his career in December 1940. 
He was welcomed by an important member of Combat who was Gérard’s friend.  

Valluis summarizes his own trajectory, which involved mostly his membership in the Combat 
movement and his relationship to people who had more or less important positions in the 
Fourth Republic and the Gaullists. Where was he when the Vichy government abrogated the 
Crémieux Decree? He was in Algeria at the beginning of October 1940. Was he affected as a Jew 
or a Frenchman? He was doubly affected. He grew closer to the Jewish community and was 
affected as a Jew. He lived with his aunt and uncle. Did he know Moslems in Algeria? Yes, 
absolutely. He continued his studies and had special status due to the military honor he was 
awarded. He didn’t change his attitude toward Judaism. He married a Jewish woman. However, 
there are many mixed marriages in his family. He talks about Léon Azulé, who worked with 
Pasteur, and who prior to 1900 married a woman whose family included an ambassador and a 
general. So he was already part of a very mixed family.  

Did he have training in weapons? Yes—he regularly practiced at the shooting club of Saint-Cyr 
and also in the military. Did he have a feeling of satisfaction or disappointment the day after 
November 8? He had spent the day with André Achiary and René Moity in Moity’s office asking 
themselves questions. They knew of comrades who had been killed, including Pillafort. A 
colonel in the artillery had also been killed. The Americans had won the battle. Was the Colonel 
killed a Vichyste? Yes, automatically. Did he have any contacts with the Americans or the British 
that day? None.  

What happened to everyday life in Algiers after November 8? He himself went back to his 
professional life, while staying in contact with 26 Rue Michelet, which was the headquarters of 
the Resistance led by José Aboulker. His main function was as a liaison with the Gaullists, who 
were only half-heartedly associated with these events. After November 8, whom did he meet at 
José Aboulker’s house? He knew an important man, a Monarchist named Alfred Pose who had 
come to Algeria, was informed about what was going on, and became Managing Director of 
BNCI. Through him and his assistant, Gérard became involved with Monarchists, reactionaries. 
He saw some of them at 26 Rue Michelet. He mentions Mario, Pierre Alexandre, André Levy, 
and other friends, as well as the Zermati team, and Bernard Karsenty, who was a member of 
the Aboulker family. He emphasizes that November 8 wasn’t a polarizing day for him, as it was 
for others. 

The interviewer asks about a debate concerning November 8, 1942: An Israeli historian credits 
participation of Jews in the success of this operation and considers it a Jewish operation— it 
was a Jewish resistance movement. Valluis disagrees, as do others. Known as Operation Torch, 
some Israeli historians deny the Jewish aspect of this operation. What does Valluis think? He 
claims there was not a “Jewish resistance” on November 8. It was an operation planned by 
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d’Astier and the Americans, to which Jews contributed troups. It was normal that Jews 
participated since they had been sidelined from public life by the Vichy government. They 
would have been in favor of this since they wanted their citizenship back. It was normal that 
young Jews and their supporters would participate. Some members of Géo Gras were thugs (he 
mentions Libine) as well as very good people. One member was convicted of murder. He 
mentions the Aboulkers who were very fine people, but insists there was no “Jewish 
resistance”.  

Responding to whether he wanted to go to Israel after November 8 and the establishment of 
the State of Israel, he replies not at all. Today, in 2003, does he regret not having gone there? 
He replies absolutely not because he doesn’t feel involved or interested in this. His opinion on 
events in Israel at the time: He’s very close with people who were important in the French 
government. He mentions some of them, especially Gilbert Gian(?), active in the Labor party on 
the Left and who favored rapprochement with the Palestinians. If a relationship can be 
achieved some day, people like Sharon are not destined to do it. He thinks it will be very 
difficult to reach an agreement. The Palestinian refugee problem and what to do about it is a 
major stumbling block. There is also the question of their descendants. His opinion of the 
suggestion to abandon the demand of Palestinians to return to Israel, and their return to 
Palestine: He says they’re now in the entire world. He can’t see them returning to Israel, which 
is very small and can’t admit a large population. Regarding the refugees, the interviewer (Nicole 
Cohen-Addad) proposes that the word “right” to return doesn’t exist in the text of the UN 
resolution. It’s not a law in the UN resolution. Regarding return, it says “should” not “must” and 
is not stated as a “right”. Gérard says he doesn’t know the issue well since it’s not a 
preoccupation of his. The entire Middle East is a problem that he compares to Iraq. 

Part III 

Even though there have been difficulties in dealing with the Arabs, he has friends and relatives 
who are Arab and they get along well. But he doesn’t see a solution to the Middle East problem 
in the short term. As soon as an agreement is reached, there will be a snag. It’s a very difficult 
situation. He discusses the viewpoint of the interviewer, who lived in Israel, and has a different 
perspective. She learned many things she didn’t know. She doesn’t think internal pressure will 
solve the problem—it has to come from the outside. A brief discussion of the past and present 
situations follows. 

Valluis was out of circulation due to physical problems from November 8 until the end of the 
war in 1945. In 1943 he went to the headquarters of Franҫois de Menthon, who was Minister of 
Justice. Paufillet was in the General Secretariat of the government. In 1944 they came back to 
France with the Ministry and he returned to his position at BNCI, where he remained until 1979. 
Since then he has been collaborating with his son, who is a lawyer.  

Valluis has no brothers or sisters. His sister died in 1992. He has two sons who are very attached 
to their origins but are no longer Jewish. One converted to Catholicism. His son Jacques, with 
whom he works, is Protestant and has an important position in the Protestant community in 
Paris. Jacques was influenced by Protestants in high school and Bernard converted in 1964-65. 
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Both converted before they were married and both married Catholics. They don’t deny their 
Jewish origins. Why did they convert? The youngest studied theology and could be a pastor and 
give the Sunday sermon. They were both convinced by arguments toward conversion. This 
wasn’t done as an opposition to anything, but outside of North Africa they had always had 
relations with other groups. Both sons are very knowledgeable about religion, including 
Judaism and the New Testament, especially his youngest son, who is as friendly with co-
religionists from North Africa as with others. One son is a lawyer and the other one (the oldest) 
has an important position in the Soufflet Group. He travels around the world and is in the 
process of negotiating purchases of cereal companies in the Ukraine and Russia, as well as 
Czechoslovakia. He was involved in assignments around the world. His sons weren’t in the 
French army. During the Algerian war Valluis sent them to his cousin in France, who was on the 
medical faculty at the University of Bordeaux.  

Gérard stayed in Algeria until 1962. He was there for the entire Algerian war. Was he pursued 
by the OAS? (Note: OAS: Organisation armée secrète = Secret Armed Organization that carried 
out attacks to stop Algerian independence from France). He says he was harassed in his 
neighborhood. He left in May, 1962 and went to Paris to his previous job with BNCI. His family 
in Algeria fell apart. He talks about his family in Algiers, his father’s two deceased sisters and 
their husbands. A part of his family is Catholic. But part of his wife’s family is in Israel (family 
name Kawa). His wife’s cousin is in the Special Forces, married to a sabra. There was a Rabbi by 
the name Enkawa who was worshipped by Jews and Moslems. Says his family represents this 
cultural mixture. 

Translated by Felicia Berger Sturzer 
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