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RG-50.647.0040 
Summary of Oral Interview with Yvonne Robert-Garouel 
 
Born: September 28, 1927, Paris—7th arrondissement 
Father: Louis Mazoué, born before 1900 in Paris, was from the Vendée region. Her mother was 
also born prior to 1900. He wanted to serve in WWI but was too thin to enlist so he decided to 
go to the polytechnic school. The war continued and he enlisted as a non-commissioned officer 
and was sent to Arras. He lost an arm, came back after the war, and finished studies in 
mathematics at the polytechnic school. He became a member of the Society of French 
Actuaries. His statistical work and mathematical knowledge helped create the social security 
system. This was in Paris. 
He then worked for the gas company in France until WWII. Since he was handicapped, he was 
authorized to pass money from the occupied to the free zone so people could live on their 
pensions. This also allowed him to work for the resistance by passing items from one zone to 
the other. Since he was handicapped, they paid less attention to him. He helped the president 
of the French actuaries, René Risser, escape to Switzerland, providing him with financial 
assistance. This saved his life and when he came back, Risser, who was Jewish, asked what he 
could do for her father. All her father wanted was to be told he was an honorable Jew.  
She also mentions other people that her father helped escape from Paris. One was a woman— 
a physics professor at the Lycée Fénelon— who was prevented from working. She was able to 
go to the free zone near Grenoble with the help of Yvonne’s father. He knew people from 
Alsace, since Yvonne’s mother was from there. The University of Strasbourg was evacuated to 
Clermont-Ferrand, but there were people who had stayed behind and her father helped them 
obtain money and escape as well. He used his position to enable people to go to the free zone 
and to forward money using names of deceased people. Among those he helped was Prof. 
Rivet, head of the Musée de l’Homme, and his companion, who taught at the Lycée Fénelon. 
They eventually went to America. When her father needed to transport documents into the 
free zone, Yvonne sewed them into his socks to hide them. Since he had only one arm, he 
wasn’t searched as carefully and not all the guards in the free zone were Nazis. The documents 
her father passed were important. This included papers brought to him from Strasbourg. In 
addition, he had documents that enabled him to travel and thus help others. Yvonne was too 
young to remember all the names of the people involved. 
Yvonne Robert-Garouel’s mother and grandmother were from Alsace. Her grandfather, Arthur 
Giry, a director at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes and the Ecole des Chartes, was a graphologist 
asked by Zola to testify at the Dreyfus trial. He was a professor at the École des Chartes and a 
member of the Institute. In the Dreyfus affair, he proved that it wasn’t Dreyfus’s signature on 
the document used to convict him. Giry died shortly after this trial. 
In 1970 her family went from Alsace to Le Havre, where other family members were in the 
import-export business. They are no longer there. Yvonne’s mother was one of the first women 
graduates who became director of the laboratory of neurophysiology at the École des Hautes 
Études. She also worked at the Collège de France and the Sorbonne. At the Sorbonne and the 
Collège de France her mother and other colleagues were part of the resistance, including 
Langevin, Curie, etc. The people they helped hide during the occupation included a professor of 
neurophysiology and his family from Germany. Her mother and her colleagues in the laboratory 
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protected him. When he escaped Germany, he was one of the first who said there were 
concentration camps but no one listened. Another Jewish woman was also hidden in the 
laboratory and when she could no longer remain there, her mother had her committed to a 
mental institution to hide her, even though she wasn’t sick. After the war Yvonne’s family 
stayed in Paris, helping more people. She talks about a close friend, Arlette Josephson. One day 
at her high school a German and some Frenchmen came, probably in 1942. The friend, who was 
Jewish, was taken away, and never seen again. Yvonne was 15 years old at the time. 
Knowing that Paris would be bombed, the family left for a property in Dreux with Yvonne’s 
grandmother, aunt, and sister. They took to the road with neighbors toward areas that were in 
the free zone. However, they had car problems, boarded various trains and decided to go to 
Brittany, where her mother worked in laboratories in Saint Servan and Dinard. She had 
permission to travel there. But they never arrived, going instead to Tarbes, where they had a 
cousin. There they were welcomed until the end of the war. Her father had been requisitioned 
by the War Ministry and had left for Bordeaux. Her mother, who never arrived at her 
laboratory, went to Limoges. Yvonne and her family then went to Paris, where she attended the 
Lycée Fénelon in the 6th arrondissement. There were alerts and they were transferred to the 
Metro Odéon. Yvonne fell, hurt herself, and couldn’t walk. Her sister went to get a little cart 
used for transporting coal and put her in it so she could wheel her home. Their house was near 
the lycée.  
Her grandmother lived at the Quai aux Fleurs across from the town hall. They could see 
marching and vehicles rolling down the Champs Elysées. Young men were seen jumping on 
roofs in front of the town hall in order to shoot at people in the Place below. Her future 
husband was on the Place, but she didn’t know him then. The shooting was done by Japanese 
students from the Sorbonne.  
They didn’t have a telephone. To communicate in the countryside, the pastry shop owner, who 
had a phone, would come get them when they had a call. It was hard to get in touch with 
people. There was mail, but sometimes it was difficult to receive and send it. A Jewish man in 
her village named Dreyfus had a furniture business with employees and he would be harassed 
for putting his letters in the village mail box. These letters were work related. But the people 
were anti-Semitic and accused him of being from the “fifth column”, (i.e. involved in 
clandestine activities). The village was in Charpont between Dreux and Chartres.  
Yvonne didn’t want to go to kindergarten. Every year they eliminated the lower grades because 
they wanted to get rid of small classes so only large ones would remain. She was put into a 
higher grade, but wasn’t a good student because she was dyslexic and no one knew how to 
improve this condition. Her aunt, who was employed at the Sorbonne, worked with her every 
evening and Yvonne made progress, thus helping her to get back on track. She wanted to 
pursue studies in home economics. One sister was a mathematician and the other one a doctor. 
Yvonne attended a national teacher’s college and then taught family and social education. She 
found the students in the training center were very tough and she wanted to change them. She 
was interested in child care as a specialty but became interested in psychology and the tests 
given to children. She interned with a man who developed these tests, working with him and 
her psychology professor. They were looking for someone to work with adolescent children 
who were ill and asked if she would do it. At the time, there was no technical education for this, 
just teachers. Yvonne accepted and helped establish the technical education section. There 
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were six people who subsequently worked there. She was the first one and stayed for over 
thirty years. She enjoyed doing this very much since these children had psychological problems 
and needed help. Yvonne tells a story about a psychiatrist who noticed the children were doing 
nothing, not engaging with their teachers. But he noticed a student who took bunches of rice 
straw and started knitting. She learned to knit by observing others. Realizing that these children 
were able to do manual activities, they requested and received materials to better help them. 
This enabled them to leave the Fondation Vallée, the hospital where they lived. In addition, 
Yvonne gave cooking, sewing, and personal hygiene courses. At the conclusion of the interview, 
she shows a pin she is wearing from 1942 and offers the interviewer documents in her 
possession.  
 

Translated and summarized by: Felicia Berger Sturzer 
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