
RG-50.674.0119 
 
Jelena Mihailovna Liutich 
 
She was born in Sporovo, Ukraine’s in 1926 and she lived all her life in Sporovo. 
She had a very hard life as her father was sick, he was paralyzed for 19 years. 
Family had no money, and every time her father had any type of doctor’s treatment they payed by 
giving away a cow. 
 
At 10 she started working primarily in other people homes, she did not go to school as she had no shoes. 
She had 4 sisters and a younger brother. She remembered that her mother worked for a Jewish family 
who were their neighbors. They were nice, kind people; she did a lot of different jobs for them; cleaning, 
laundry, yard work. 
 
It was the only Jewish household that she knew well; the family included two women; Dvorka, and 
Boyka, and one man and an old men, a one year old boy Mishka and a little girl, their relative, Toma. 
 
The women were running a village store where they sold basic items: matches, kerosine, soap, flower, 
etc. and a man was a teacher in school. There was another store in Sporovo that was ran by a Russian 
man who primarily sold vodka. 
 
The war came to the village in August of 1941; people were very afraid of Germans. 
She remembered one day she was going to work and she saw Germans on horsebacks shooting a Jewish 
woman near the woods; she saw a woman covered in blood. 
 
Later her mother told her that Germans already gathered Jews and killed 10 people or more and a child 
and pushed bodies straight into the ditch. 
She and others went to look at the killed people after police and Germans left. 
She remembered that a policemen- local guy, Kazimir, pulled boots and pants from one Jew. 
Sometimes, Germans walked right into the Jewish homes and killed people right there. 
 
Jelena remembered that right after their Jewish neighbors were killed, people from the village went 
Tom their home and the store and took everything they could cary. 
She didn’t take anything. 
One person thought that Jews hid valuables, gold, under the tree, and tried to dig it out; she did not 
know what they found there. 
 
Policemen who worked for Germans had their center in one of the homes that belong to a Jewish 
family. 
She remembered that Policemen watched for partisans, who were hiding in the woods; they had 
nothing; no clean clothes, no food, and sometimes she remembered her mother would give them some 
old things and scraps of food. 
 
Jelena with her family and majority of other villages, moved to the woods to hide with partisans; they 
moved for several day with babies and animals as they were told that Germans planned to bomb their 
village, and she did see one airplane throwing bombs that burned the house to the ground. 
 
In the woods they built dugouts and they had 18 people in one place with cows. 
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Jelena met Victor who was one of partizans, he asked her to marry him; her mother and his commander 
agreed; he took her out of this dog out, and she became his wife and a partizan. 
 
In1943 he went to the front soon after he left she gave a birth to their daughter Nina, and she returned 
to her family. Victor came back as an invalid without an arm, he stayed with her but later returned to his 
hometown Vitebsk, where he found a good job. 
 
After the war she heard that some policemen went to prison for 10 yers, some left with Germans and 
never came back. 
  
Comendant Koblinskiy was very cruel he beat up people, he did not come back, some went to Russia, 
where nobody knew why they’ve done during the war. 
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