
Vasilij Shknaj was born in 1927 in Zoroy near Novo Grudok. 
Vasilij had an older sister and a younger brother. His mother stayed at home, his father worked 
at the railroad but he was fired before World War I, because he was an orthodox Christian. He 
later bought a piece of land and built a house. After the war the land was appropriated by 
soviet government and father went back to work at the railroad. Children worked on the land 
and later in the orchard. 
 
Vasilij remembered that he went to school in Novo Grudok, a town populated by many Jewish 
families. Jews owned and worked in small stores, they were doctors, specialists in different 
fields; they had a beautiful synagogue and Jewish schools. 
Several different nationalities lived in Novo Grudok; Georgians, Tatars, Catholics, Jews, Christian 
Orthodox, a few Gipsy traveling families. People lived in peace and usually had good relations, 
but at times Catholics oppressed Russians, then Soviet government tried to push Jews out of 
business and had posters: “don’t buy from Jews”. He remembered that Jews were oppressed, 
first “whites”, then “reds” destroyed Jewish schools, properties, synagogue. 
 
When Germans came they were on parade they had war prisoners, who were starving. 
German planes bombed the center. 
 
 Young men from the town had little choice, either to be sent to Germany or to become 
policemen; a few joined partisans, some were forced to become policemen, others 
volunteered. 
 
Germans gathered all addresses of Jewish families; they put yellow stars on Jewish homes. 
Germans posted orders requesting all Jews to gather to carry out census of Jews. 
Then there was an order to put yellow stars on Jewish clothes 
Local people were ordered not to help Jews, not to hide them. 
 
First, they ordered to collect so many kilograms of gold, they did not collect it all and then they 
had 6 Jews killed in the center of the city; the shooting was done by Litovsi in German uniforms. 
Second assignment was to collect other metals. 
Jews were removed from their homes and sent into ghetto - several streets on the outskirts of 
the city surrounded by barb wire. Jewish homes were robbed, people tried to get whatever 
they could get. 
 
Professional Jews from the ghetto, mostly men, about 50 people, were sent to work in 
mechanical shops on Minskay street during the day. They worked there for about one year and 
they made one kilometer tunnel under the school and were able to escape the ghetto, but very 
few young men really escaped the majority were found and later shot, a grave near Gus station 
remained after the war. 
 
Jewish men from the ghetto worked at different places. 
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Vasilij wasn’t sure but he concluded that Jews were killed during the second summer of the 
war.  
He remembered that Jews made a line of about 4 -6 people in the row and the line was half 
kilometer long; Germans and Litovsi convoyed them to the ditch, it was the biggest shooting. 
Germans made Jews dig the ditches and then made them cover the graves. 
 
The rest of the Jews from the ghetto, women with children and men, were thrown into trucks 
“dushegubka” and killed with the gas then thrown into the ditch and shot; Jews were stripped 
naked then killed. Policemen, Germans were looking for gold teeth and other items. He 
remembered he went to see the place of shooting, it smelled of chlorine for disinfection. 
 There is a monument at this place now. 
 
Homes inside the ghetto were burned to eliminate all Jewish people who tried to hide. 
There were people who tried to help Jews in the ghetto, they exchanged flower, bread for some 
valuables. In villages Latka and Dubki several families tried to hide Jews who came through the 
tunnel, but many families were arrested and killed together with Jews and their homes were 
burned. 
 
Vasilij remembered that policemen convoyed Jews, watched ghetto, tried to catch partisans, 
they robbed local people; he remembered several names; Furovskiy, Hronnenko, Hinevich 
When Soviet army came to town, policemen were sent to the Soviet army, those who came 
back were sentenced to 25 years in prison, but released after 10 years. 
 
Local people were harassed by Germans during the day and by partisans at night, they were 
constantly in fear, they were asked to give away food and clothes. 
 
After the war Jews who were partisans came back, the Chairman of the Collective Farm was a 
Jew, who came from partisans; Gordenko- chief doctor, and others. However almost all of them 
immigrated to Israel only two people remained in Novo Grudok. 
 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection




