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 Marija Konstantinovna Klimantovich [maiden name not given] b. 13 May, 
1931, in village of Iuzikh, near shtetl of Sharkovshchina, between Vitebsk and Minsk 
in Vitebsk oblast, Belorussian SSR. She was a witness to the events described when 
her family resided in the village of Mosar.  
 Although there were no Jews in her village, there were Jews in nearby 
Sharkovshchina and Marchulishchi shtetls. Before the war, Jews were traders and 
also worked in gardens [possibly orchards?] near her home. She remembers two 
couples, in particular, Zalman and his wife Gita and Lipka and his wife Rokha, who 
worked in the garden and slept in Marija’s family’s barn [or shed, used to dry flax].  
 She describes unorganized beatings and killings of Jews during the war. 
Some Jews were able to hide, including some [not clear how many] hidden by her 
family in the flax-drying shed [not clear how long]. Her chief memory is of a pit near 
her house where Jewish corpses were brought from Sharkovshchina and 
Marchulishchi in carts and dumped and buried. She and her brother and sister saw 
this from their window [not clear when]. Somehow, everybody knew that these 
were Jews. She is not sure who brought them, Germans or local police.  In particular, 
she remembers two moments – one when a 15-year-old girl with long dark hair was 
brought in a cart and dumped in the pit, and the other when a baby was thrown into 
the pit [not clear by whom].   
 After the war, the area near where the pit was located became a construction 
site and excavations dug up bones and skulls.  
 The interview is only 21 minutes long. Once the interviewer refers to “the 
last time we met,” so there may be another interview? 
 
 
Addendum 
 
 Part of Marija Klimantovich’s story is on a website of the shtetls of the 
Vitebsk region: www.shtetle.com/Shtetls/sharkovshina/witness.html. 
(The site is in Russian and in English, though the English version was down when I 
checked.) 
 According to her story on this website, Marija says that she found out later 
that her maternal great grandfather was Jewish; he married a serf girl and was 
baptized.  

The website refers to massacres of Jews in 1941 and 1942. Her parents took 
food to Jews hiding in the forests, suggesting that the Jewish corpses dumped in the 
pit not only came directly from the nearby shtetls but were also shot in “Jew hunts” 
of escapees and then brought to the pit for burial.   
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