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Abstract 

 

Jaroslava Franc Zoráhalová was born on June 4, 1927 in Olomouc, Czechoslovakia (Czech 
Republic). They moved eventually to Zlin and later back to Olomouc. Jews had lived 
peacefully among Czechs and Germans until 1933. But after the Germans arrived in Zlin, 
Jews had to wear the Star of David, had little access to food, were barred from buses, trams, 
cinemas and many other places. Signs like “Jews out!” and “Jude” next to a drawing of a pig 
appeared on buildings. She heard that some Jewish families committed suicide.  

She was reared Catholic but one of her grandmothers was Jewish. The grandmother at age 71 
was transported with her many siblings to Theresienstadt and then to Auschwitz. Jaroslava 
learned after the war that when her grandmother arrived at Auschwitz, the Germans forced the 
entire transport into a truck and gassed them to death. 

Jaroslava’s mother did not have to wear the Jewish star or be sent to a camp because she was 
not considered fully Jewish and her German father had divorced her Jewish mother. 

Before deportation from small nearby villages like Jevíčko and Tršice, Jews had to perform 
humiliating public tasks, like digging dirt with a small pick, sweeping and cleaning. They 
worked in groups without water or food. Some passers-by yelled at them and poked them.   

Jaroslava’s father had worked for the Baťa factory, that helped some Jews escape to various 
countries. They helped one of her uncles escape to Casablanca.  

Jaroslava discusses the fates of other Jews she knew. Zuzana Bekmanová was transported to 
Theresienstadt and then to Auschwitz. Upon arrival there, authorities thought she was a gypsy 
and wanted to kill her immediately, but she screamed that she was Jewish and saved herself.  
The Herlich family had two daughters, Ela and Filoména, and one son. The father was Jewish 
and the mother was German. The daughters survived but the father and son did not. The 
mother never spoke German again. Jaroslava has spoken German only once since the war. 

After the war, she saw an old, very fat German man hanging dead in the town square. Also, 
Jaroslava heard that a young disabled woman, Sášenka Halavaňová, sneaked into a camp 
where the Germans had to live post-war, and whipped the Germans. 
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Oral history interview with Jaroslava Zoráhalová 

1-10 min. 

Jaroslava Zoráhalová was born June 4th 1927 in Olomouc, Czechoslovakia (Czech 

Republic) to the Franc family. Her father, who was born in Vítkov, Czechoslovakia (Czech 

Republic) was a technical officer in the Baťa factory but moved to Olomouc, where he met 

Jaroslava’s mother Anna. Jaroslava was brought up Catholic, but her family did not go often 

to church. In 1937, her family moved to Zlín, Czechoslovakia (Czech Republic) because of 

her father’s job. They were supposed to move to New Zealand, and already had the tickets. 

Her father was waiting in Paris where they were to have boarded a ship to New Zealand. 

Jaroslava, her sister and mother had planned to travel by train to Paris, but the day before their 

departure, her sister became very ill. They missed their train and the father, after hearing this 

news, returned home. Because he did not go to New Zealand he was fired. The family moved 

to Zlín.   

Before 1933, the Czech, the Germans and the Jews lived peacefully in Olomouc, but 

in 1933, it became unpleasant. The people started to separate -- the Germans were friends 

with the Germans and so on. Jaroslava knew many Jewish people, like a beautiful girl Zuzana 

Bekvalová, the Langr family and their daughter Rút and so on.  

The German boys attended Hitler-Jugend and the German girls wore German 

costumes.  

10-20 min. 

Jaroslava had a grandmother that was Jewish. She married a German named Cvol. Her 

grandfather eventually divorced her grandmother because she was Jewish. He was a volunteer 

fireman, and when he died, a nationalist song was played at his funeral. Jaroslava still 

remembers the song.   

Her grandmother stayed in her house, where she had a grocery store, until 1939. She 

lived there with her three daughters, but the oldest then went to live with Jaroslava’s 

grandfather, who remarried. Jaroslava’s mother and her sister Berta stayed with Jaroslava’s 

grandmother.  

Jaroslava remembers exactly the day the Germans arrived in Zlín. It was on March 15, 

a very cold day, with snow and rain. The Germans immediately arrested the school principal, 

and the children were not allowed to watch from the window. Jaroslava was 12 years old.  
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In the first days of occupation she felt the tension in the air. The German soldiers just 

marched in a store and ate everything they desired. They once cooked on the town square and 

sold food to people. Jaroslava was surprised that many people bought it.  

20-30 min. 

In Zlín, she attended foreign language school, where she learned German and English. 

Jaroslava did not have any Jewish classmates, but there were a lot of them in Zlín. She found 

out that once the Germans came, the Jewish families were jumping off high buildings. Baťa 

was trying to help the Jewish families escape and go to Norway, Morocco and other countries. 

This is how Jaroslava’s uncle was sent to Casablanca.  

Entire Jewish families committed suicide, the Jewish classmates would get lost and so 

on. They killed themselves and their children because they were afraid of the concentration 

camps.  

Baťa enabled the Jewish families to sell their belongings. He set up some rooms, 

where they could sell their stuff and make some money. They couldn´t take their things with 

them, and had no place to hide them, so at least they would make some money by selling 

them. Jaroslava once went to a flea market, where people sold gold, porcelain, cutlery and 

other items.  

Jaroslava and her family lived in Zlín for a year and a half and then they have returned 

to Olomouc. In 1939, they moved into a beautiful apartment, but shortly they had to give it 

up, because a German family wanted to live there. They had to move to a different apartment 

in a building filled with Jewish families. Jaroslava’s grandmother had to move from her 

home, because her oldest daughter, Marie, moved in with her Austrian husband, Hans 

Pastucha. Jaroslava’s parents wanted her grandmother to move in with them, but she refused, 

because it would be a huge risk for them. She moved in with a friend, a Czech girl Ela 

Jordánová.  

30-40 min. 

Her grandmother visited them often, but she could only be outside until 8 P.M. All of 

the Jewish families in their building had to leave their homes, because the Germans moved in. 

Jaroslava remembers Nieche family. The father was a German criminal police chief.  

The store owned by her grandmother was taken away from her and given to Marie. 

Her husband established a barber shop for Germans instead of the grocery store.  
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Her grandmother had limited access to food, and wasn´t allowed in the cinema, the 

theater, trams or buses. She was allowed to shop only at a certain time.  

The Nieche family had two daughters. Both were very beautiful and had a “Jewish 

look.” One of them once wanted to buy something in a store, but the saleswoman threw her 

out, because the saleswoman thought she was Jewish. 

 Everywhere signs stated Jews not allowed. They had to wear the Jewish star on their 

clothes. Her mother didn´t have to, because she was not considered Jewish. Anti-Jewish signs, 

such as “Jews out!” were on a lot of buildings and stores. No such signs existed before the 

war, but after the war they remained on buildings because the paint did not wash off.   

Jaroslava was once at a public pool with her cousins and some German boys started 

shouting at them to go away, because the boys thought they were Jewish. Her cousins shouted 

out that they were not Jewish and slapped one of the boys. The boys have never shown their 

faces again.   

40-50 min. 

Jaroslava and her family escorted her grandmother to Hálkova School. Every Jewish 

person was sent there. They had to go there for registration and stay there until the train came. 

At night, the Germans would take Jews to the train station, so nobody would see them leave. 

Jaroslava’s mother was able to escort Jaroslava’s grandmother all the way to the station. She 

could only take a few things, some clothes, shoes and toiletries.  

Her grandmother found out that she had to leave when she read it in the local 

newspaper. She knew that she would be traveling east, to Theresienstadt, and then to Poland. 

Nobody could imagine it would be this bad. The whole family was very afraid but nobody 

saw this coming. Her grandmother left at the age of 71, but in the same transport there were 

even many young people, children.   

The atmosphere in front of the school was awful, clamor, lament and chaos. The 

children from mixed families had to leave for the camps from the age or 14. This depended 

also on whether their parents got divorced. Many transports left from Olomouc to 

concentration camps. Her grandmother had many sisters and brothers who also had to leave.  

The Jewish people had to leave their homes and move to one space. They helped each 

other, schooled the children and so on, and then had to leave by transport.  
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50-60 min. 

The Nieche family lived next to them. The mother and daughters were nice. Jaroslava 

doesn´t know whether they knew about her mother’s origin.  

Jaroslava remembers the Jewish families that lived there. The Langr family, who had a 

beautiful apartment, lived there. They had to wear the Jewish star and they couldn´t stay there 

very long. The Herlich family had two daughters, named Ela and Filoména, and one son. The 

father was Jewish and the mother was German. They didn´t separate, and the daughters, who 

were older than 14, had to go to the concentration camp. They were very beautiful, with pale 

skin and blonde hair, so even the Gestapo had a hard time believing they were Jewish. The 

father and the boy, when he turned 14, also had to leave for the camp. Only the daughters 

came back.  

The mother has never spoken German again. The first daughter stayed in Prague and 

married, the second moved to Cuba.  

Many Jews lived in the nearby village of Jevíčko. Jews from small nearby villages had 

to go to Olomouc to be transported to the concentration camp. Her grandmother lived in 

Jevíčko, and she had many brothers and sisters so they found out about her too. Before the 

war, they had visited each other many times.  

Half-Jewish people had to leave Olomouc as well. Jaroslava’s mother, although half 

Jewish did not have to leave, because her German father had divorced her Jewish mother.  

60-70 min. 

Zuzana Bekmanová was born into a wealthy Jewish family. The father was an 

advocate (possibly a lawyer) and had one boy and one girl. Zuzana was very beautiful, the 

most beautiful girl in town. She and her family were deported to Theresienstadt, where she 

met her future husband, Miloš Dobrý. Their parents lived next to each other in Theresienstadt. 

Soon after they met, they married. After the war, he established the first rugby team in 

Olomouc and, more important, he became the chairman of the Jewish religious community in 

Olomouc. 

In Theresienstadt, the Germans told the prisoners that married couples could go to a 

different camp, where they would cultivate the land and live in peace. Zuzana and Miloš 

went, but of course nothing was as promised and they ended up in Auschwitz. But they 

survived.   
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When they arrived in Auschwitz, officials thought Zuzana was a gypsy and wanted to 

kill her immediately, but she screamed that she was Jewish and saved herself. Jaroslava knew 

Zuzana before they were transported.  

Tršice, another village near Olomouc, sent its Jews to the Hálkova school to be sent to 

camps.  

Before deportation, often the Jews had to perform humiliating public works around 

town, like digging out dirt from between titles and sweeping and cleaning. It was awful to see 

an old man on his knees and using a small pick to dig dirt. The Jews worked like this in 

groups of 20, without water or food. Guards patrolled them and some people yelled at them.  

70-82 min. 

Sometimes, passer-bys would even poke them, to make the old man would fall. 

Jaroslava witnessed it a few times herself.  The buildings were defaced with signs saying 

“Jude” next to a drawing of a pig.  

Jaroslava doesn´t know what happened to her grandmother. After war, Jaroslava found 

out that when her grandmother arrived at the train station in Auschwitz, the Germans forced 

the entire transport into a truck and gassed them to death. At that time, the Germans did not 

yet have gas chambers. They threw the corpses from the truck and buried them.  

No one from Jaroslava’s family has not returned from the camps. Some of her friends 

and acquaintances came back, for example Zuzana Bekmanová and her mother, the Herlich 

girls, Mr. Karfen and Němečkovi.  

Not many Jews survived the camps, so after war, only a few Jewish people were in 

Olomouc. Once, when Jaroslava and her fiancé walked around the town square, they saw an 

old, very fat German man hanging dead. Some people wanted revenge, so many Germans had 

fled from Olomouc.   

Jaroslava heard about a young disabled woman, Sášenka Halavaňová, who bought a 

uniform, sneaked into a camp where the Germans had to live after war, and whipped the 

Germans. Jaroslava knew where they were putting the Germans, but she never went there.  

She even vowed that she would never again speak German. But after a few years, she 

met some motorcyclists who needed directions and only spoke German, so she violated her 

rule.  
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Some Jewish families changed their surnames after war because they sounded 

German.  
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