
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INTERVIEW WITH BETTY SVED 
 

FEBRUARY 15, 1996 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transcending Trauma Project 
Council for Relationships 

4025 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 

 
 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 1 

INTERVIEW WITH BETTY SVED 
 
 
INTERVIEWER:  Today is February 15, 1996.  I am interviewing Betty Sved.  This is 
tape one, side one.  Betty, I'm going to start off by asking you some background 
information.  Can you tell me your age, your date of birth, your place of birth, your level 
of education, your employment history? 
 
BETTY SVED:  My name is Betty Sved.  Born Ickovitz. (spells it)  And I was born in a 
small town, Hust.  (spells it) 
 
INT:  And what was the date of your birth, please? 
 
BETTY:  My date of birth is the eighth month, August 3, 1928. 
 
INT:  And what town, or what country is this town located? 
 
BETTY:  When I was born it was Czechoslovakia.  And by the time I left, the Germans 
occupied it already.  First the Hungarians, and then after the Hungarians, the Germans 
came in.  And this is when they took us to Germany, to the concentration camps. 
 
INT:  And what is your level of education? 
 
BETTY:  Well, because of the times, there were always soldiers in our town, in our 
schools.  I had just elementary and a little high school. 
 
INT:  And that's all you've had? 
 
BETTY:  That's all I had. 
  
INT:  You didn't go back to school when you came here?  And what about your 
employment history? 
 
BETTY:  Well, after the war, you mean.  Because before the war I was only fifteen when 
I went to the concentration camp.  I was a housewife, and I always helped my husband.  I 
was working with my husband hand in hand, in a small grocery store.  And then we 
developed also a grocery.  But we started as a small grocery store. 
 
INT:  And what is your marital status now? 
 
BETTY:  I am a widow. 
 
INT:  A widow?  And when did your husband die? 
 
BETTY:  My husband passed away eleven years ago, March 24. 
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INT:  Do you remember what year that was? 
 
BETTY:  1984.  No, '85. 
 
INT:  How would you describe your economic status now?  Would you say that you're 
comfortable, that you're upper middle income? 
 
BETTY:  I have what to live on.  I'm not a rich lady, but I have what to live on. 
 
INT:  You're comfortable. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah. 
 
INT:  What was the birth date of your husband? 
 
BETTY:  He was born June 21, 1919.   
 
INT:  And where was he born? 
 
BETTY:  He was born not far where I come from, from, they called it in English you 
would call it Black Forest.  They called it Cherni Ardo.  (spells it) 
 
INT:  And what about his level of education? 
 
BETTY:  He had only, he was a child of fourteen, the youngest, and very poor parents.  
And he and his brother were making a living, so he had only elementary school and also 
school where they learned a trade, which he had, but he didn't use really the trade much.  
Like for groceries.  Those years that you had to have that schooling to start.  And him and 
his brother started buying fruit and vegetables and also like meats -- poultry, not meat.  
And delivering it in other towns, and this is how they made the living for them and for 
the family before the war. 
 
INT:  And what about your husband's work history? 
 
BETTY:  Well, before the war?   
 
INT:  Before. 
 
BETTY:  Before the war, well, he lost everything, because the Germans came in and 
they, you know, confiscated everything, like they did from us.  And then he came after 
the war, he had to start anew, and he started with a grocery.  And this is what he did.  
First in a small delicatessen grocery, then he went into wholesale, on a small level, 
nothing big. 
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INT:  Okay, now I'm going to ask you about your children.  Give me their names and 
their ages, and their marital status, maybe how long they've been married.  And as we talk 
about each one, tell me where they live and their education, their employment, and how 
many children they have, and the names of your grandchildren connected to each child, 
and their ages. 
 
BETTY:  Well, my oldest is my daughter Rita, and right now her name is Rita Roling.  
(spells it)  And her husband's name is Sam.  And the oldest is Daniel, the oldest child.  
She has three children.  Then there's Israel Roling, and the youngest is a daughter, and 
her name is Tehila Roling. (spells it).   
 
INT:  So it's Dan, Israel and Tehila. 
 
BETTY:  Right. 
 
INT:   And their ages? 
 
BETTY:  Daniel is going to be 26, and Israel is 20 and Tehila is going to be 18 this 
summer. 
 
INT:  And how old is your daughter? 
 
BETTY:  My daughter is 47. 
 
INT:  And what about her education? 
 
BETTY:  Well, she went to college, and she took a lot of courses after that, because she 
was helping her husband.  And her husband's education, he's from Israel.  I don't know 
exactly, but I think he went to high school.  He has no college. 
 
INT:  And has she worked? 
 
BETTY:  She's helping him.  They have a small bakery, and she's helping him. 
 
INT:  And where does she live? 
 
BETTY:  She lives in Elkins Park.  And my oldest son is Stan, Stanley.  And he went to 
college and he has five children.  His wife's name is SpouseSJ.  
 
INT:  And how old is he? 
 
BETTY:  He's going to be 41.  And so is his wife.  They're the same age. 
 
INT:  Where do they live? 
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BETTY:  They live in Elkins Park.  And the oldest one is twelve and a half.  His name is 
Eli Meir.  You can just put Eli.  And the next one is Tova.  (spells Eli)  And the next one 
is a girl, her name is Tova (spells it) and she is going to be twelve.  He was thirteen and a 
half, and Tova is going to be twelve in May.  And the third one is a girl, and her name is 
Shuly.  (spells it)  And she is eight years old.  And the fourth name is Sara. 
 
INT:  And did I ask you the education of your son? 
 
BETTY:  I told you, he went to college. 
 
INT:  That's right. I'm sorry. 
 
BETTY:  And the fourth is a girl, her name is Sara, Sara Hana.  (spells it)  And she is six 
years old.  And the youngest is...(pause) I can't remember his name.  They're all Hebrew 
names.  Amitay (spells it).  And he is four years old. 
 
INT:  And then you have another son. 
 
BETTY:  And then I have another, the youngest, and he is 34.  And his name is Ira.  And 
his wife is Naomi. (spells it)  And she's 34 also.  And they have four children.  The oldest 
is Solomon, after my husband, Solomon.  And he is ten years old. Next one is a little girl, 
her name is Amber, just like the color amber, and she's eight years old.  And the third one 
is a boy, his name is Jordan, and he is five years old.  And the youngest is a little girl, her 
name is...Avitaly (spells it) and she's three years old.  And my son had high school and 
some college.  He didn't finish college, but he took some courses in real estate.  And he's 
in business with his brother.  Not in real estate.  They're in the same business my husband 
used to be, in grocery. 
 
INT:  Did they take over your husband's business? 
 
BETTY:  Well, my younger son took over, and then the other one was already in 
business for himself, and then they went in partnership. 
 
INT:  And where does he live? 
 
BETTY:  In Lower Merion, the youngest. 
 
INT:  All right.  What about your religious, your Jewish affiliations? 
 
BETTY:  Well, we are Orthodox. 
 
INT:  What synagogue do you belong to? 
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BETTY:  Well, here I belong to, they call it B'nai Israel on Solly Avenue, and I go in a 
few other synagogues around here, but mostly the affiliation is with B'nai Israel.  Also 
my sons... 
 
INT:  Excuse me...Solly is spelled S-o-l-l-y? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  It's on Castor.  8200 Castor Avenue.  And my son is in Elkins Park at 
Young Israel of Elkins Park.  And the one in Lower Merion is also Lower Merion 
Synagogue, the Orthodox synagogue. 
 
INT:  So all your children are involved also with a synagogue, and are Orthodox.   
 
BETTY:  Right. 
 
INT:  Are there any other religious groups that you are connected to?  You talked about 
this organization you had a meeting the other day?  Emunah? 
 
BETTY:  There's Emunah, yeah.  Then I am affiliated with the...(spells it). 
 
INT:  Emunah Women is spelled E-m-u-n-a-h.  What is the mission of the organization? 
 
BETTY:  It's help for children in Israel.  Orphans. 
 
INT:  Collects, raises money and sends it to a main organization?  
 
BETTY:  Right. 
 
INT:  Is there anything else that you belong to? 
 
BETTY:  Oh, I belong to the Holocaust Survivors. 
 
INT:  You belong to the local chapter?  
 
BETTY:  Right. 
 
INT:  And are there any other organizations you're involved in? 
 
BETTY:  No. 
 
INT:  Okay.  Now you said you work.  What kind of work do you do? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I am in the office.  I'm helping out in the office.   
 
INT:  Of? 
 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 6 

BETTY:  With my sons. 
 
INT:  Okay, you work with your sons in the business office. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, in the office, yeah. 
 
INT:  And how many days a week? 
 
BETTY:  Twice. 
 
INT:  You work two days a week.  Okay.  Now I'd like to move to what kind of 
experiences you had before the war.  I'm going to be asking about your family, your 
parents, and I'm going to ask you to explore some of your feelings and thoughts from 
those days and we're going to go back, okay?   
 
Explain to me about the town you lived in.  And exactly where it was located. 
 
BETTY:  It was not far from the mountains.  In fact, all around our city was mountains, 
some mountains.  But where we lived was mountains, and from all over the small 
villages, they used to come into our city to trade, and they used to bring in their goods 
and sell it and buy something, you know, for what they needed.  And we had a grocery 
store.  And I had quite a happy childhood, but it didn't last long.  At ten my father went 
to, they called him to the military service.  And he worked for the, in the Czech army.  
But that didn't take long, because the Germans, the Czechs signed over, Chamberlain sold 
Czechoslovakia to Germany, and then the Czechs disappeared and the Hungarians came 
in for a while, we had the Hungarians.  And this is where the trouble started.  They took 
away our business. 
 
INT:  What year was this? 
 
BETTY:  Yes, this was in 1939 in the beginning.  And they confiscated a lot of our, you 
know, of our stuff.  And it was really starting to be hard for the Jews.  But we went on for 
a while, and we always thought that, a lot of people were going away, but we always 
thought that just for a while, and after the war everything is going to be all right.  But it 
wasn't so.  After a while the Germans came in.  And a few months later they put us in the 
ghettos.   
 
INT:  Let me just go back to the town again.  Were there many Jews in the town? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  I can't tell you.  I don't remember exactly, because I was quite young, 
how many Jews, but it was quite a bit of Jews, and most of them were Orthodox religious 
Jews.  And there were some poorer, and some more well-to-do.  We weren't poor.  I 
mean, we weren't rich, but we weren't poor. We had a little grocery store, so we were, 
you know, dressed up, and we had food on our table, and we were a nice family. We had 
grandmothers and aunts and uncles, and a big family. And they were all, in my family I 
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never saw really a poor person.  They all, you know, they all were like, let's say they 
were not rich, but they all had, you know... 
 
INT:  So did each of your parents have their parents? 
 
BETTY:  Definitely.  Well, my father had only his mother, and my mother had also 
just...I remember my grandfather, but before we left, my grandmother was only alive, so I 
had two grandmothers.  And for one of them, I was the oldest granddaughter. 
 
INT:  So you had a special relationship with her? 
 
BETTY:  Yes, definitely. 
 
INT:  That's your mother's mother.   
 
BETTY:  My mother's mother. 
 
INT:  What do you remember?  Do you have any memories? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I remember that I was very, you know, I loved her very much, and she 
was very dear to me, and she also showed, you know, like she cared for me more for the 
others, because I was the oldest.  I used to go quite a bit to sleep over, and when my 
grandfather passed away I used to, it was cold, bitter then, and we didn't have no heat, 
like they have here.  If you don't put in the furnace heat, you don't have heat.  And she 
used to come and have supper with us, and then we used to go home to sleep, to her 
house to sleep.  So we carried a brick.  We made a brick hot.  The brick was hot, and you 
put it in some rags, and that was how we carried it, and put it right under the, we had like 
featherbeds, and by the time we took our clothes off, it was already warm.  That's how... 
 
INT:  So you can remember going to your grandmother's house and sleeping.  Were you 
sleeping in the same bed together? 
 
BETTY:  Of course! 
 
INT:  You used to keep each other warm. 
 
BETTY:  Of course.  Of course.  And she used to tell me stories that I still remember.  
She was left, because one child was in a different town, and she was left alone, so I used 
to keep her company.  And of course I went to school, a lot of times in the summer time 
when I was home from school, I used to stop in her house.  She had for me like pickles, 
you know, and favorite things that I, you know, that was a big deal, homemade, you 
know.  And the other grandmother also used to make things, like bake cookies and take 
from the pumpkins the seeds and dry for us, and have for us.  And we didn't have no 
television, and we didn't have, if you get a book to read, I mean, they give you a present, 
a book, and that was, you know, that was a big deal.  And that's how you did it.  You just 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 8 

read, because there was no...If somebody had a radio, it was a big thing.  Because not 
everybody had a radio.  And there was some newspaper, and only, like our neighbor had 
a radio so we went over and we listened to it.  I could listen through the wall.  You know, 
we had a tenant, so my father says, "I'm not buying a radio!  He has a radio, they have a 
radio and I can listen."  I still remember the songs that they, you know, that they played.  
Budapest used to come on the radio. 
 
I used to do errands for my father when he needed something from the grocery store.  He 
used to go in in the morning and give his order, and then they came, not in a car, but in a 
big, like a wagon that they brought the merchandise in. 
 
INT:  With horses? 
 
BETTY:  With a horse, definitely.  And they brought the merchandise in.  But sometimes 
he needed some yeast.  You know, they were selling flour, and these people were baking 
themselves, although we were selling bread too, and rolls.  So this is something that you 
needed every day fresh.  So they thought that I didn't even got there.  I was already back, 
I was very fast running.  And I used to do errands for my father. 
 
INT:  That was important you helped. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Yes.  And my father, see, he didn't have, the third child was a boy, but he 
didn't live, and I was the oldest, so he used to talk to me like I should be, like I would be 
a son, not a daughter.  And we had a very good relationship.  And in Europe was, you 
know, you were very respectful.  Even things you didn't like, but you know, you have to 
be...My parents were, my mother, my father, they courted each other for six years, and 
they were very much in love.  And I saw a lot of love in my home. 
 
INT:  How would you say you saw the love? 
 
BETTY:  Well, for instance, people were at that time not like, you know, you give a kiss.  
When the children, they didn't see, they went and they kissed each other, you know?  You 
were like ashamed to show.  But I saw many times, you know, that my mother was 
affectionate, definitely.  See, we didn't have in the house water.  You had to go out to the 
well to fetch water.  And my father never let my mother to go.  He always made sure that 
there was water in the house.  And that there was a pail, and you had to take out the 
water.  And he was the one that did that.  Or in the morning, getting up earlier than my 
mother to make sure there is a fire, that she should be warm for the children and for my 
mother.  That's the kind of love I saw. 
 
INT:  And your sisters? 
 
BETTY:  I was the oldest.  And I had that sister, she passed away.  I was 1928 born, and 
she was born in 1930.  And right, a couple years before we left to Auschwitz, she died. 
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INT:  What was her name? 
 
BETTY:  That little girl is named after her.  Hana.  
 
INT:  And your other sister? 
 
BETTY:  And the other was like Shuli, like the other little girl.  And she went to the 
concentration camp.  And after, we had a little boy two and a half years old, and he went 
to the concentration camp.  My mother could have come with me. 
 
INT:  You had, so there were four children all together, is that what you mean? 
 
BETTY:  My mother had six children.  Two passed away, three passed away.  Three 
passed away at home.  She had one, after she had a little boy, and at six weeks the little 
girl passed away.  And then there was a little boy, that had a third child, he passed away 
after nine months.  Don't forget in those years there weren't medicines like today.  So 
three of us went to the concentration camp. 
 
INT:  What year was your youngest sister born? 
 
BETTY:  My youngest sister was born...she was ten... 
 
INT:  You said her name was Shuli. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, she was ten, [born] in 1934. 
 
INT:  And then you said there was a brother that went to the camps also? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  He was two and a half years old prior to 1944.  [Born in] 1941.   
 
INT:  And what was his name? 
 
BETTY:  His name was Avshalom, but I say Shalom. 
 
INT:  Shalom?  And in your house where you lived, was it just you and your sisters and 
your parents?  Did any aunts, uncles, or grandparents live with you? 
 
BETTY:  No, we had an old house, and then my mother got a dowry, they call it, money 
to build. 
 
INT:  Dowry. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  So it was a big field like, right near that old house.  When they bought 
that old house, there was a lot of ground.  So they built [phone interruption], so they were 
building.  I remember it being built.  There was a house, we had a storefront. 
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INT:  This is a different house? 
 
BETTY:  No, this is the house we lived in then. 
 
INT:  You just made extensions. 
 
BETTY:  No, they bought for my parents an old house with a lot of ground, and they 
built -- and I remember it being built -- a storefront.  But it was not an extension.  It was a 
single home.  A storefront, and then a kitchen with a pantry, with a bedroom with a 
couple bedrooms with a big porch, and that's where we lived until we left the... 
 
INT:  Were you born in this house? 
 
BETTY:  I was born in the old house. 
 
INT:  In the old house.  And then your parents...did they have the store then, too? 
 
BETTY:  They rented some place the store. 
 
INT:  And then they built this house with the store connected to the house. 
 
BETTY:  That's right. 
 
INT:  So that was really a step up economically for them. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  They were both working very hard. 
 
INT:  They both worked in the store. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, and we had also a big additional ground where they grew vegetables.  
For the whole summer they had their own vegetables.  We didn't have to go out and buy 
vegetables.  They had all kinds of vegetables in the garden.  And when times were very 
bad, we had a cow so we should have our own milk and dairy products, because they 
took away a lot of things that we weren't able to sell.  They eliminated a lot of products.  
This was the punishment for the Jews. 
 
INT:  This was later. 
 
BETTY:  This was 1941, '42. 
 
INT:  When the Germans were there. 
 
BETTY:  From Hungarians, and then the Germans.  So we bought a cow to make sure 
that the family should have everything. 
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INT:  Was there anti-Semitism in this town before? 
 
BETTY:  Definitely, definitely.  They came into the store and they, my father used to, 
you know, when they didn't have any money, used to give them, and wrote down in the 
book.  And then they came and paid us.  But some of them were very anti-Semitic, and 
they said to him, "What do you need the money? Hitler is coming after and is going to 
take you away."  This is the kind of... 
 
INT:  What about yourself personally? 
 
BETTY:  Well, you know, you didn't believe.  You just didn't believe that it's going to 
happen.  There were nice people there, too.  People, in fact, they were going to hide us, 
me and my father, because the others, they were afraid that if they hide... 
 
(END TAPE ONE, SIDE ONE) 
 
(TAPE ONE, SIDE TWO) 
 
BETTY:  They were afraid that if they're going to hide us out with the small children, 
that the children are going to cry, and then they would kill us and kill the people who 
were hiding us.  So a lady, a very nice lady, used to be our customer, she suggested that 
my father and me, that she's going to hide us.  There were like woods where she lived. 
And my father would have gone, but then he looked at my mother, and she looked at him, 
and his heart broke.  She didn't want to part with him.  And then they offered me, that I 
should go alone, and I said, "Well, whatever is going to be with you is going to be with 
me."  And I didn't want to go alone.  With my father I would have, maybe.  But I couldn't 
part from them.  So I went into, first in the ghetto with all my family, and then from the 
ghetto, we were about six weeks in the ghetto, from Passover till the holiday they call 
Shavuos which is, Moses gave us the Commandments, and this is when, this is the 
holiday when they took us.  And I didn't see my mother never.  I met my father, because 
in that camp... 
 
INT:  If you don't mind, I'd like to, because that's going to be... 
 
BETTY:  Later?  Okay. 
 
INT:  Yeah.  I'm going to have to ask you to go over it again, so I just want to go back, if 
you don't mind.  What about your sisters?  What kind of relationship did you have with 
them growing up? 
 
BETTY:  Well, my sister was two years younger than me.  She was the prettier.  And 
they were teasing me.  I had a little complex, you know, because she was very pretty.  
And my father's side of the family used to say that when boys are going to come, they're 
going to have to hide her under the bed -- because the bed was higher than here -- 
because she's so pretty.  And another thing.  You can see it on the picture, that she 
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resembled my father.  Who said that?  My father's side of the family, especially my 
grandmother, may she rest in peace.  She used to adore her.  He was, that was her oldest 
son, and she adored her, because she looked like their side of the family.  And I felt that, 
although she was nice to me, but I had that feeling that she favors her.  And the other 
grandmother, she favored me, but she also favored the other one, it didn't show as much.  
The other grandmother was, believe it or not, my mother was born in Chicago, in the 
United States. 
 
INT:  Your mother was born in Chicago? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  My grandmother was married.  She came out when she was fourteen, and 
she met my grandfather in the United States, and they got married, and my mother was 
born in Chicago. 
 
INT:  How did your grandmother get to the United States? 
 
BETTY:  She came out.  At that time a lot of people went to make money. 
 
INT:  From Europe?   
 
BETTY:  From Europe. 
 
INT:  And she knew she'd be coming back? 
 
BETTY:  Well, she didn't know, but they got married, and her mother was crying she 
should come back, and they had a little money already saved up, so they came.  But my 
mother always thought she's going to go back, because she's a citizen, and she thought 
she's going to go back to America.  And my father had sisters living here, and they 
thought, I have a picture of my father, that he had a passport coming here to America.  
But my mother, right then she just didn't...somehow she didn't have the children.  Before 
they got married, somehow she wasn't ready, or something, they wouldn't let her go, my 
grandfather, you know.  So he was waiting, and the same time they got married, and they 
never came to America. 
 
INT:  So your grandfather met your grandmother in America.  Was he from Europe also? 
 
BETTY:  Also from Europe. 
 
INT:  Trying to make some money and go back.  
 
BETTY:  Exactly, right. 
 
INT:  I see. 
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BETTY:  In fact, I had uncles here, because in a big family from my grandfather's side, 
from my grandmother's also, here in America.  Because years ago they went out and they 
never came back to Europe. 
 
INT:  So how old was your mother when they left to come back to Europe? 
 
BETTY:  A small child.  She didn't really remember much. 
 
INT:  Your other grandparents were born in Czechoslovakia? 
 
BETTY:  They were born in the same place I was born. 
 
INT:  Your grandparents.  Okay.  Because that's a very interesting piece. 
 
BETTY:  And also I remember my grandmother teaching me a song. I didn't sing it 
correctly, maybe, but I remember her teaching, and I knew how to count to ten in 
English, and knew the song.   "Sweet Rosie O'Grady."  (laughter)  Do you believe it?   
 
INT:  Oh, that's really wonderful. 
 
BETTY:  I used to sing it.  And my grandmother was telling me stories.  We didn't see 
that in Europe.  That they were papering the walls.  I couldn't imagine, what kind of 
paper they put on the walls?  And the first thing when I came I was looking for paper on 
the walls. 
 
INT:  Because she told you that they used wallpaper here.  So did she tell you stories 
about America? 
 
BETTY:  Definitely, yeah. 
 
INT:  How many years was she in the States? 
 
BETTY:  She was here, well, she left when she was fourteen. She must have been 
married, let's see, maybe eighteen.  And she must have been here quite a few years.  And 
she had a sister here, and I went to see her after the war, and she remained. 
 
INT:  She stayed. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  And I'll tell you, I got the goose pimples.  When I saw my, that was the 
great-aunt, I thought I'm seeing my grandmother.  I still get the chills.  And she was so 
happy.  And I remember also that she used to send a letter to my grandmother, and I used 
to be often at my grandmother's.  And my grandmother, when she was waiting for the 
mailman to come, and when the mailman came, and she opened the letter, there was 
always a five dollar bill, two dollar bill, sometimes a dollar.  That was a lot of money in 
Europe in those days. 
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INT:  And they didn't have a lot of money in the States to send, either. 
 
BETTY:  But they did.  Oh, I can tell you stories.  That my father, when he was in the 
military service, he had a sister in America, and she sent him, she didn't have that much, I 
speak to her daughter.  She sent for her brother in the military, to make sure that he has 
everything.  She was working very hard. 
 
INT:  So your father had, how many siblings did he have? 
 
BETTY:  He had nine. 
 
INT:  And how many of them were in the States? 
 
BETTY:  In the States there was only two: Harry, a brother Harry, and Helen.  Not that 
long ago she passed away. 
 
INT:  Okay, so where did they, they lived in Chicago? 
 
BETTY:  No, one lived, she had asthma, so she wound up in California, Helen.  She was 
very good. 
 
INT:  Did you connect with them when you came? 
 
BETTY:  Oh, definitely.  I went to see her.  I cannot tell you how good she was to me, 
how nice.  And I still keep very good relationship with my cousins.  And also, it's very 
interesting, that I have a cousin from that Aunt Helen that she's related twice cousin, not 
only once.  My grandfather's brother, and my father's, you remember my grandfather's 
brother, the grandfather on my mother's side, that means my grandfather's, that means my 
mother's father.  Now his brother and my father's sister married.  So that was my second, 
so her daughter... 
 
INT:  Where?  Here? 
 
BETTY:  In California.  At that time they used to be, I think in Cleveland they lived.  
First in Chicago and then Cleveland. And then from Cleveland, because she had asthma, 
they went to Los Angeles.  So each time I used to come, she asked me, "How are we 
related?"  Because they also... 
 
INT:  It's complicated. (laughs) 
 
BETTY:  So she was a cousin after my father's side, because my father and her mother 
were sister and brother.  My grandfather and her father were brothers.  So it was, I'm a 
first cousin and a second cousin. 
 
INT:  Let me just go back.  So we were talking about your middle sister. 
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BETTY:  Helen. 
 
INT:  That you just sort of... 
 
BETTY:  Well, in the same time we were playing together, we had a good relationship.  
 
INT:  You were close, you felt... 
 
BETTY:  Sure, yes.  There was only two years, twenty months. 
 
INT:  So you played, and you were close, and you loved each other. 
 
BETTY:  Yes, definitely. 
 
INT:  You have good feelings about that relationship. 
 
BETTY:  Oh, definitely.  Definitely. 
 
INT:  And what about your younger sister? 
 
BETTY:  And then the next one was a boy and he passed away. You know, as a child, 
that was with me for a long time, to see a sibling passing away. 
 
INT:  And how old was he? 
 
BETTY:  He was nine months.  I can hardly remember it.  But then the ten-year-old, of 
course, I was very close to her.  The one, she was ten.  She was born after my grandfather 
passed away, and they named her.  His name was Shalom, and so they named her Shuli. 
 
INT:  So how many years younger was she than you? 
 
BETTY:  Well, let's see, she was ten...Five. 
 
INT:  Five years.  And what did she die of? 
 
BETTY:  No, she didn't die.  Oh, you mean, the one who was two years.  She had... 
 
INT:  Oh, there was another one. 
 
BETTY:  See, from the second, from the sister, the first sister, I was twenty months only, 
the one who passed away at home.  But the one who came in the concentration camp, I 
was five years difference between me and her. 
 
INT:  So which one died? 
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BETTY:  At home?  The one who...Chana.  She died.  She had, how do you call that in 
your throat?   
 
INT:  Tuberculosis?  In the lungs? 
 
BETTY:  No, no, not tuberculosis.  My daughter had it, too. But here they were able to 
help her.  She had in the throat a big sore. 
 
INT:  Throat cancer? 
 
BETTY:  No, no, not throat cancer. 
 
INT:  An abscess? 
 
BETTY:  It's an abscess, but there is a name for that.  It will come to me.  And they 
couldn't help her.  They gave her penicillin at that time, and she insisted she wants to take 
it herself.  And my mother was very busy, because my father was in the, it wasn't a 
concentration camp, it was a work camp. And she was very mature.  And so she was 
twelve, she says, "I'll take it.  I'll take it myself now."  In the pills, orally.  He wanted to 
give her a needle, but there was a lady, this was just the beginning that they had 
penicillin.  You know, it just came out, and they crippled her.  Either the needle wasn't 
clean, or what it was.  So she remembered it, because she was a customer of ours.  So she 
didn't want to take it.  So they gave her orally to take.  But after she passed away, we 
found the medicine under the mattress.  She never took it. 
 
INT:  Oh, my.  So what year was that that she died? 
 
BETTY:  She died a couple years before we left to the concentration camp. 
 
INT:  In the early forties.  All right, so I just want to get this straight with the children.  
So where does she fit in?  The sister who died.  Is that Hana? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah. 
 
INT:  It was you, Shuli... 
 
BETTY:  No, no.  Me, her. 
 
INT:  Chana.  So that's the one you were very close to is the one who died. 
 
BETTY:  Right.  Then the one I told you that was very pretty.  She was very pretty. 
 
INT:  Right.  Right.  She's the one who died. 
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BETTY:  And then there was that little boy that I don't hardly remember.  And then was 
that Shuli.  She was the third.  And then there was another little boy after her, because 
this was made in 1938, the picture, and he was born, I think, in 1941. 
 
INT:  He's the one that went to the camps. 
 
BETTY:  And he came to the camp.  But then my mother had another baby which died 
after six weeks. 
 
INT:  I see, after him. 
 
BETTY:  My father wasn't even home, and when they buried him, he wasn't home. 
 
INT:  So you had a lot of losses before the war. 
 
BETTY:  I'll tell you, I had a wonderful husband, which I guess you're going to ask me 
later, that he understood me. Because I was grieving, I was grieving for my parents, and I 
was grieving for the kind of childhood I had.  I mean, in a way I had a good childhood, 
and in another way, to see all the goings on, I didn't feel good about it.  And he made it 
all up to me.  
  
INT:  So it must have been very hard, especially for the sister that you felt so close to.  
When she died, you must have...Can you remember feeling... 
 
BETTY:  We played together, we... 
 
INT:  How was the grieving process and the mourning process handled with your 
family?  Was it discussed?  Was it shared? 
 
BETTY:  They sent me for the doctor, and there was no cars or telephone.  I had to run 
to the city, and I was, as I said, I was no more than thirteen years old, thirteen and a half.  
And I hailed a, there was no cab.  There were cabs, but we hailed a carriage, with a horse, 
and I took it and I went to the doctor, and the doctor came, because it was faster than 
walking, and they said, "You lost a very..." that we should have gone before.  That was 
another doctor, like a second opinion.  That doctor, I heard, survived, too.  But we should 
have come earlier, that was too late. 
 
INT:  That was a big, you had a lot of responsibility in the family.  How many 
responsible things you had to do. 
 
BETTY:  I helped in the store.  I wasn't even...tall enough, you know?  By us, as I said, 
people were baking and you had poppy seeds, and people were buying it by the pound.  
And you had to grade that.  There was no electric thing.  Although we had electricity in 
the house.  But the machine, you went by hand.  And I was small and I had to jump like 
this, so I should be able to...I remember that.  And the scale wasn't also like here 
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automatic.  They were, you had to put a weight to measure.  And I helped. I helped with 
that. 
 
INT:  You were a very good child.  I mean, you did what you were expected. 
 
BETTY:  I think everybody was like that.  That's the way... 
 
INT:  You did what was expected of you? 
 
BETTY:  Right. 
 
INT:  And being the oldest, you said your father looked to you almost like a son, so you 
had so much responsibility. 
 
BETTY:  Right.  And you know, I was proud to do that. I was very proud that he talked 
to me like that.  I felt very good about it.  And I was sort of, he looked at me, I was only 
thirteen years old and he already spoke about me in the camps with people, because they 
came to look at me.  They had sons that may be future marriage.  Would you believe 
that?  And I was only about thirteen, fourteen years old. 
 
INT:  And you also (?) 
 
BETTY:  Yes.   
 
INT:  And all the children dying. 
 
BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  Did all of your grandparents survive before the war, the ones that...Were they alive 
before the camps? 
 
BETTY:  Well, this grandmother had nine children, and believe it or not, all the nine 
children lived.  None of them passed away.  And so the other grandmother also.  The 
other grandmother had four, and they also, they all lived.  No miscarriages or nothing.  
They all lived. 
 
INT:  And did your grandparents go into the camps? 
 
BETTY:  Only the two grandmothers.  The grandfathers passed away. 
 
INT:  What about the aunts and uncles?  Did you have relationships with them? 
 
BETTY:  Definitely.  Good relationships.  Well, more on my mother's, now that I'm 
thinking back, more on my mother's side.  They were a more close-knit family.  On my 
father's side, there were some, but before the camp they all united.  But they were 
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jealousy in business.  Because they all had business close to each other, so they were like 
competition going on. 
 
INT:  The same kind of business.  Groceries. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Grocery store.  So there was a little friction going on.  But we, my 
mother and the children, they were fine.  Just, you know, the father and the sister. 
 
INT:  The males?  Oh.  On his side. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  That they didn't get.  But as I said before the concentration camp, 
everybody, you know, spoke to each other. But there was friction, you know, before.  But 
my mother spoke to, you know, to them, and the children went, you know, they came to 
us and we came to them, you know, like the children. They didn't keep us away from 
being...it was competition.  Everybody was trying to make a living, you know. 
 
INT:  What was the role of Judaism in your family? 
 
BETTY:  Strong Orthodoxy.  There was no other way.  In our hometown, maybe one 
person I saw that had their own hair. They all had sheitels.   
 
INT:  And your father went to synagogue every day? 
 
BETTY:  Well, my father, my uncles, mostly.  My father had responsibility helping.  He 
was very nice to my mother.  He helped with the children.  So sometimes he didn't go.  
But over there they prayed twice, even if they didn't go to the synagogue, they were at 
night, at morning praying, and in the evening praying.  And Saturday, Friday night and 
Saturday you know, they went to the synagogue. 
 
INT:  Was that unusual to have a male, like your father, helping his wife with the 
children? 
 
BETTY:  Not, like my own cousins see that by my uncle, although he didn't have any 
children, you know, so she was everything.  She was in business, my aunt, she lived next 
door.  And next door there was a business.  And us, with them we were okay.  We were 
in speaking conditions.  Right smack next door.  They had the same business.  But of 
course it wasn't like here.  Like we lived, one house wasn't close like in America to the 
others.  But still, the yards were close to each, to the other yard, and just a fence.  And 
with them we were in good terms.  Both of them.  But the other uncle sort of, you know, 
was competition, that was across the street.  Can you imagine?  It was like here a 
business, here a business, here a business.  Like a triangle.  And then a block away was 
another business, my aunt.  So with the other aunt also, we didn't speak that...and we had 
aunts on a small, in a village.  They were fine because they didn't live that close.  They 
came in. 
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INT:  How did the women participate religiously? 
 
BETTY:  Religiously?  Oh, everything was very strict.  Like you know, they kept to go 
to the mikveh, you know what it is? The ritual bath.  And for two weeks they didn't have 
nothing to do with a man.  And... 
 
INT:  Did the women go to the synagogue, women? 
 
BETTY:  Only our mothers, because of the children, they went only the High Holidays.  
Here they do.  But I know I do, every week.  But over there, no.  My mother just went, 
and then they took, the children they took a babysitter.  Or when I was a little older.   But 
even I was twelve, thirteen, they wanted to make sure there is somebody in the house.  
Because, like for Yom Kippur, they had the candles burning a lot. 
 
INT:  To watch the house. 
 
BETTY:  To watch the house, there was somebody there. 
 
INT:  And what about the holidays?  Do you have memories of what you did as a family 
around the holidays? 
 
BETTY:  With the holidays, for instance, like new clothes, came Pesach you just have to 
have new clothes and you have to have ribbons in your hair, and you have to have nice 
shoes. And we children couldn't wait until the morning to run out in the street to meet 
other children, to compare who had a nicer shoe, a nicer dress, a nicer...everybody had 
new clothes, you know.  Even the poor people had, when it came Pesach you had. 
 
INT:  That was the big holiday. 
 
BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  Were the High Holidays celebrated with family also?  Rosh Hashanah? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, it was not like this in America, where you go and you invite people.  
Maybe very close people, family, if they come from another town.  But I guess 
everybody had... 
 
INT:  It was a more religious time rather than a social time, would you say? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  It wasn't as much social as it is here in America. 
 
INT:  What about some of the minor holidays, like Purim, or... 
 
BETTY:  Oh, that was big.  Purim, I'll tell you, by us was something.  They came from, 
because we didn't live right in town, we lived a little on the outskirts.  Which here it's a 
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big deal that you live on the outskirts, especially years ago. Now today it's different.  But 
the people who are, rich people, they lived in town.  And the more moderate, the poorer, 
they lived...but it was the same.  The city was the same thing.  And they came with 
coaches, and they came to sing, and then they offered them schnapps, and they offered 
them money, and they came Purim, many people came around.  And you gave, poor 
people you gave matanot, that means, you know, presents.  And then like you send, they 
used to send with me a plate with a nice napkin on it, not a paper napkin, you know, and 
all kinds of goodies, you know, cakes that my mother made herself, and cakes my aunt 
made, and they exchanged.  And they baked not only one or two, five, six kinds of cakes, 
different cakes.  And you took that over.  And they gave a tip for the one who takes, you 
know.  And that was a very happy holiday.  And then in the afternoon, after they made a 
big seudah, a big feast, Purim, they came together in places, or at the rabbi's place, and 
they put on shows. 
 
INT:  In costumes. 
 
BETTY:  In costumes, definitely. 
 
INT:  What about Sukkot? 
 
BETTY:  Sukkot... 
 
INT:  Did you build a sukkah? 
 
BETTY:  Oh, definitely.  Definitely.  By us Sukkot was already cooler, the weather in 
Europe.  And definitely we celebrated with relatives.  And also you had to have new 
clothes.  We had, I don't know about other people, but we had clothes in each holiday.  
Like Passover, and then it came Shavuos, and then summer clothes, new clothes.  
Because you weren't able to wear, between Passover and Shavuos, you weren't able to 
wear new clothes.  So you wore the new clothes right after, the day before the holiday, 
you brought in the new clothes, all the children.  And then the High Holidays again.  But 
because we were able to allow ourselves a little more so, then school time came, we had 
no winter clothes.  My mother and father bought us. 
 
INT:  Were these the times that the extended family, the aunts and uncles and cousins, 
would all get together? 
 
BETTY:  Well, like on the Sabbath they used to go to each other. 
 
INT:  Shabbat?  You visit after synagogue, you would go to visit relatives? 
 
BETTY:  Yes, and then you know, they had cakes they offered. 
 
INT:  When you went to shul, was that Friday night and Saturday, and then after Shabbat 
on Saturday you would visit? 
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BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  People would come to you? 
 
BETTY:  Definitely. 
 
INT:  It was mostly relatives. 
 
BETTY:  Relatives, yeah.  Mostly relatives. 
 
INT:  In those days was socialization mostly with relatives? Did your parents have 
friends, too? 
 
BETTY:  Well, you know, not as much as here.  You knew the people, you greeted the 
people, but you didn't really go to each other's homes that much.  And especially, I had 
girlfriends.  I brought home girlfriends. 
 
INT:  You did?  Tell me about your girlfriends. 
 
BETTY:  I don't get together with them, because they're in New York. 
 
INT:  You still have the same girlfriends here? 
 
BETTY:  No, I don't have.  One of them is in Israel.  For a while I had... 
 
INT:  I'm talking about the girlfriends you had in Europe. 
 
BETTY:  In Europe, yeah.  Some of them never made it in the camps.  But I had one that 
I found after, we were, I was walking on Long Island, we went to visit somebody.  And I, 
on the boardwalk there, and I found -- I have the goose pimples --I see a lady goes with a 
little boy in a carriage, and her face looked just like my girlfriend's.  And I got so excited, 
I had my son, I was looking for a bathroom for him to go.  And I didn't bother with him.  
I just took him by my hand, and I ran to her.  I says, "Aren't you Kalish, Elvira?" and she 
says, "Yeah.  But who are you?"  I was heavy after childbirth.  And I recognized her.  
That's all she missed is the bow in her hair, because they made a regular bow they tied, 
and that's the way they wore it.  And we got so excited, and we took addresses and we 
used to write to each other.  And then somehow, I don't know, it cooled off.  You know, 
because it's not in the same, she's in Long Island.  I was busy with my family, raising 
them, and helping my husband.   
 
And then I heard that another one is also survived.  She's very religious, with a sheitel 
and everything.  Just I hear about her.  And then I have another one that she came to the 
United States from Israel, and she came to my house, and she brought another friend, and 
I was so happy to see her and everything, and all of a sudden I needed a favor from her.  
We were in the concentration camp together, and I needed that she should sign for me, 
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because in one line we were standing, and somehow, she was afraid if she would sign it, 
maybe she would do some harm for herself or something, I don't know. 
 
INT:  This was not in the camp, in America? 
 
BETTY:  No, no after the camps.  I'm just talking about friends.  She had a fear that 
maybe something was going to happen.  So I was kind of, (?) a little, but I just heard, I 
was in Florida, in Sarasota, I was taking baths for my rheumatism, arthritis, and I heard 
that she became very rich. She became very well-to-do.  I never would have thought it.  If 
I tell you how her parents lived, they wouldn't let me go there, because they lived so poor 
that maybe I shouldn't catch anything.  But as a child I just couldn't understand that.  Why 
not?  And she had a little complex because of that, because she knew in my house was 
different than hers.  But boy did she, you know, they had relatives here that showed them, 
and then they took it.  It's a shame, because her husband just also passed away.  And he 
was, at home maybe they would have never let that shidduch.  You know, that she should 
marry him. But here, you know, there was no parents to stop anybody.  They just fell in 
love and they got married. 
 
INT:  So it sounds like you had very close girlfriends back in Czechoslovakia. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  For children, yes. 
 
INT:  Would you say that you were closer with your girlfriends than you were with your 
sisters and cousins? 
 
BETTY:  That was a different relationship.  That was different.  We... 
 
INT:  These were from school. 
 
BETTY:  From school.  You know, after school, like I told my mother I might go, you 
know, to visit.  So I went to her house.  We had a... 
 
(END TAPE ONE, SIDE TWO) 
 
(TAPE TWO, SIDE ONE) 
 
INT:  About the girlfriends.   
 
BETTY:  Yeah, about the girlfriends.  I had quite a few at home. 
 
INT:  The school that you attended, was that a religious school? 
 
BETTY:  No.  I went to Czech school.  I went to Czech public school, it was a very good 
school.  But at age ten in the fifth grade that stopped, because the army came in.  And my 
father, they took away my father to the army, and then I really was a help to my mother, 
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at ten years old.  She went for instance, buying something for the store, and I was left 
watching the rolls, they shouldn't steal away, because they put a lot of bread and rolls in 
front of the store, and she was not going to be there.  And I'll never forget, I couldn't 
understand the meaning of it until I was older, then I understood.  A soldier came to me 
and said, "Little girl, come with me."  And I said, "No, I can't, because I have here all 
these rolls to take care of.  My mother is going to come any minute, and I have to wait."  
And then he was insisting, but then other people came, and he like left me alone.  And 
when I was telling that, and they were all smiling, that, who knows, he wanted to... 
 
INT:  Rape you. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  But those years, you didn't hear that word, maybe because I was too 
young.  And for a long time I couldn't understand why. 
 
INT:  I just want to go back to the Jewish aspect of your life.  How did you learn about 
Judaism? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I'll tell you.  You see, those years, they were not like here to go, only the 
boys went to cheder.  And for the girls, my father took like, we used to help out with the 
ones who went to the yeshiva, the boys, so they ate, one day they ate by us, the next day 
they ate by somebody else, you know, and that's how they kept going.  And it was not 
like they had a kitchen in the yeshiva.  They used to eat, they used to call them teg, days, 
every day is somebody else's house.  So he gives us some money for that boy, they call 
him the bocher, and he taught me the alphabet, the Jewish aleph bais.  And then the 
vowels underneath.  And then a few times, and then I was on my own, and my father 
every Sabbath, Shabbat, he would sit down and he'd go over with me.  And this is how I 
just practiced. 
 
INT:  Was that the other sisters too, or just you? 
 
BETTY:  Well, that was with maybe my other little sister, and the other one was 
already... 
 
INT:  So that's where you learned Hebrew. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, well, Hebrew.  But I didn't understood, until today.  A little bit, I know 
more, because I go to Israel. But I wish I understood what I'm praying and I don't 
understand what I'm praying. 
 
INT:  Well, I think most people are like that. 
 
BETTY:  But I want to tell you that I had a very religious, this is how I survived.  
Because I felt very close to G-d. This is not something, besides what I saw at home.  But 
I think this is in a person, if you ask me.  That I was very close to G-d, I was very...I 
prayed at night, and even if I didn't know much to pray as I do today, and I always prayed 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 25 

to G-d in the concentration camp that I should survive and I should see my parents again.  
But of course, you know, I didn't. 
 
You know, in the morning, for instance, that grandmother, what you see in the picture, 
she came in every morning to say the prayer, they call it Modeh Ani, the prayer in the 
morning, with us, with the children.  I still say every morning the prayer that she taught 
me.  She was more religious even than the other.  The other was already in America, you 
know. 
 
INT:  How do you think she learned the prayers, if women didn't have... 
 
BETTY:  She was very fluent.  She was very fluent in Hebrew. 
 
INT:  How did women learn if they didn't go to cheder? 
 
BETTY:  Well, they also maybe had tutors.  They also maybe had tutors.  She knew her 
prayers by heart, like a man.  And she used to also in Yiddish, she used to, I sat near her, 
and Friday night sometime or Saturday, it was cold, and even the fire was going, but still 
in Europe the snow was very, like we had here a blizzard?  That's the kind of snows we 
had in Europe.  So I used to go with her in bed, even with this grandmom, because I 
admired her, the way she was very well learned in Yiddish and Hebrew.  And in Yiddish 
she was saying the portion of the week.  And crying, and saying, and I wished, when I 
was a little girl, I wished that when I grow up I want to be a grandma like her (laughs), 
and I want to know that.  And I do sometimes.  I do, I have in Yiddish, and I do. 
 
INT:  So you know Yiddish?  You're fluent in Yiddish? 
 
BETTY:  Yes, Yiddish, fluent.  And I read it in Yiddish, and I understand what I'm 
reading. 
 
INT:  Before I forget, how many other languages do you know? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I speak Czech.  Hungarian I speak fluently.  I speak German, but I 
wouldn't say that fluent.  I understand, because there were Ukraine and Polish and 
Russian I understand, I would say, 70%.  But when I break it up and I mix in Czech.  But 
I understand, when I come to people, for instance, they don't know places, they don't 
know that I understand, I would say that 75% I know what they're talking about.  And my 
English is...(laughs)  But I write in Hungarian.  And of course, I already forgot Czech.  I 
can write, but I'm not good at it.  I was ten years old and it was finished.  For a long while 
I was reading Czech books when I lived in Israel, three years I was in Israel. 
 
INT:  Well, I'm going to ask you about that, too.  Now tell me about your father.  They 
were taking, they didn't know if you were religious or you weren't religious, they took 
you into the Czech army.  They didn't care that... 
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BETTY:  No, everybody was, the Czech army was no volunteers. 
 
INT:  All the Jews went. 
 
BETTY:  Just like the non-Jews.  You were a citizen.  The Czechs were not anti-Semites. 
 
INT:  They were not. 
 
BETTY:  No.  The anti-Semites I was talking about they were the Ukraines that lived 
there.  Not the Czechs.  They were not.  They were very nice to us. 
 
INT:  Oh, so there was a mixture in the population of the Czechs and the Ukrainians. 
 
BETTY:  Yes, and also Hungarians. 
 
INT:  And Hungarians they were also anti-Semitic. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, some of them, some of them. 
 
INT:  Why? 
 
BETTY:  Jealousy, I think. 
 
INT:  The Czechs were more... 
 
BETTY:  Different, I don't know.  They were more cultured people. 
 
INT:  You think that's what it was? 
 
BETTY:  Yes, I think so. 
 
INT:  Okay.  So your father went into the army.  Do you remember what date that was?  
When he went into the Czech army?  '38, you said something about '38. 
 
BETTY:  Oh, you mean the war. 
 
INT:  Your father was in the Czech army. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  See, he was in the army, like you had to go like, a soldier has to go to 
service.   
 
INT:  Reserves, yeah. 
 
BETTY:  And then later on they took him, for instance, he served, let's say, three years.  
I don't remember.  Two or three.  And then they took you, every year they took you for a 
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couple weeks back, a couple of weeks, I think, or a month, and then I was born, he wasn't 
even there.  He was in the army. 
 
INT:  So when he was younger he went for two or three years, before you were born. 
 
BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  Okay, and then after that he was sent to the reserves for a few weeks, or months 
out of the years. 
 
BETTY:  Right. 
 
INT:  Sort of like they do in the Israeli army. 
 
BETTY:  Right. 
 
INT:  As he got older.  
 
BETTY:  And then, this was already, they took everybody.  I remember that they, over 
there there came a man with a drum, and with like a, not a loudspeaker, but the way they 
spoke, that everybody from this age to this age should go there and there, and everybody 
went.  There was no... 
 
INT:  This is the Czech army.  And then your father went into the army, but he was there 
for a longer period of time. 
 
BETTY:  He was there until Czechoslovakia was finished. 
 
INT:  How many years would you say that he was separated from the family, then? 
 
BETTY:  No, it was not long.  It was in September, before the High Holidays it was.  
When Hitler went into, when the war started, in 1938, you know?  And this was when the 
people, when they fought Germany.  
 
INT:  So the Czechs were fighting.  So he joined the army to fight the Germans. 
 
BETTY:  Exactly.  And that was in September.  And October, November, December, in 
the wintertime around maybe in February it was finished.  Because Chamberlain, he sold 
Czechoslovakia. So they were...my mother was with the children alone.  And she 
managed the business. 
 
INT:  So she assumed a lot of responsibility with all those children and the business. 
 
BETTY:  Definitely.  Right. 
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INT:  How would you describe your mother?  If you had to give some adjectives about 
her. 
 
BETTY:  Well, she for instance, we didn't listen exactly what she said.  Sometimes a 
child feels like, you know, she used to promise she'll do this and this and this, but she 
never hit us, never touched us. (laughs)  Never touched us.  Or she said, "Oh, I'm going to 
tell your father.  Your father's going to..."  And maybe he didn't.  But I don't remember 
being beaten or G-d forbid abused or something.  There was no such thing.  We were 
screamed at, yeah. 
 
INT:  But in holding things together in the family, would you say that your mother 
played a major role in holding the family together?  Or would you say your father?  What 
would you say about the two of them, that they were equally strong? 
 
BETTY:  My mother always made my father the head of the family.  She never, she 
never put down my father, which I see in some families.  There was no such thing.  He 
was the king. And in the same way, she was his queen.  You know.  That's what I saw.  
I'll tell you, I always said that to my husband.  That I wish to have life, in the beginning, 
you know.  I wish to have a life like my parents had.  And I guess that he, he never said 
anything, but he fulfilled my wish.  We never really fought.  I never fought with my 
husband.  If we had something to say to each other, never in front of the children. 
 
INT:  So would you say that you never saw your parents fight, argue? 
 
BETTY:  No.  Never. 
 
INT:  How did they make decisions, then? 
 
BETTY:  Oh, they spoke.  They constantly spoke to each other. They constantly spoke to 
each other.   
 
INT:  You heard them communicating with each other. 
 
BETTY:  And this is what I adopted from them, because also with my husband.  We 
went to bed talking to each other.  And any time, we never ran out of conversation.  We 
never ran out of conversation.  Never something, that, you know, just sitting there and not 
to have what to say to each other.  Never. 
 
INT:  So you saw your parents feeling very free and comfortable with each other. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  And I'll tell you, maybe the others in the family thought maybe he was 
weak, but I didn't think so. Because you know, he used to, he loved my mother, and my 
mother wanted to buy for her mother a present.  Do you know that my father brought 
even, excuse me, underpants, underwear, for my mother to give to her mother? 
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INT:  Was that unusual in those days for men to do that? 
 
BETTY:  Of course it was.  But this is what, it struck me.  I observed that, you know, to 
see that. 
 
INT:  So he felt comfortable with himself being a male, really.  You know?  You might 
say... 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  And over there you don't see that, because this was already 1938, the 
trouble started.  My mother there, she wasn't well, a stomachache, but she was very 
pretty.  This is when they got engaged.  This is my mother and father.  He came from the 
military service. 
 
INT:  (Looking at photograph) Oh, he doesn't have a beard? 
 
BETTY:  No.  He was from the military.  He just came from the military.  So he says, 
"Why do you have this hair?"  She has her own hair, too.  In the back she has, you know, 
the long hair, like a bun in the back.  They were engaged, because you see that chain?  He 
already gave her the chain.  So they were engaged, and he came from military service, so 
he made a picture. 
 
INT:  He's handsome. 
 
BETTY:  He's a very handsome fellow.  That's what I say. She was jealous.  I remember 
she was jealous, and she saw that somebody looked at him, a pretty lady looked at him, 
then she was jealous. 
 
INT:  And who is that? 
 
BETTY:  This is my husband's parents.  You see, she has a sheitel.  She wasn't that old.  
That's his father.  And over there is also his sister.  She's still alive.  She's 85 years old.  
And my husband, I don't know if you can see the little boy.  (Pause) 
 
INT:  How did you save these photographs during the war? 
 
BETTY:  This came from America.  No, this he found in the trash, my husband, and it 
was blown up from a small.  I have a small. 
 
INT:  How did that survive? 
 
BETTY:  In between, he came after the war, and in the trash he found it. 
 
INT:  Oh, he found it in the house he lived in? 
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BETTY:  Right.  This one he had a sister, so she had.  The sister had this one.  Now this 
one, this one about my mother in this one, you know how?  In America.  My aunt. 
 
INT:  Oh, she took them with her. 
 
BETTY:  This one in Israel my uncle, and this one my aunt. When I saw the picture, and 
I have another picture of my father on a horse in the military.  I should really blow it up, 
too, and make it bigger.  And you know, my aunt sends me, my husband went visiting.  
Before I saw my aunt he went on business to San Francisco, and I asked him to go see my 
aunt. And he brought me those pictures, and I couldn't stop crying.   
 
INT:  Oh, I'm so glad they saved them.  It's so important. 
 
BETTY:  Oh, my aunt, she loved my father.   
 
INT:  So let me go back.  As far as parenting practices, with your parents, did one of 
your parents do more in disciplining than the other?  Were the kids more your mother's 
responsibility, or did they share? 
 
BETTY:  They both were...they both had... 
 
INT:  Made decisions about the children. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Yes.  My mother, I think, was the softest.  My father was more firm, I 
think.  My father.  And she said that, you know, my mother, maybe we knew we could 
get away, but with my father we couldn't.  But here, we respected him and loved him just 
as much. 
 
INT:  As far as the business was concerned, was that equal, too? 
 
BETTY:  Well, she helped out whenever she, you know, when there were more 
customers, she was there to help him.  When he went away to shop for the, you know, she 
was there in the store. 
 
INT:  Did he take care of the money matters, or did they share that? 
 
BETTY:  Well, the money matters, you know, it wasn't like, they had a mortgage to pay, 
because they built a house.  So I remember till a couple years before the concentration 
camp, so they paid out. 
 
INT:  But did he make, he was in charge of the money? 
 
BETTY:  Exactly.  She had nothing... 
 
INT:  She had nothing to do with that. 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 31 

BETTY:  No.  Not because he wouldn't, you know, she was able to go to the register.  At 
that time it was not like here in the United States.  You can't take anything from the 
register, everything has to be, you know, be for the government.  There was no such 
thing.  All right, you paid your taxes.  There were taxes there, too.  But no such thing.  
You needed money, you went to the register. 
 
INT:  Would you say that you, with your parents, you mentioned this a little bit, that 
there was affection.  Was there hugging and kissing? 
 
BETTY:  Oh, yeah.  Yeah.  More with my mother than with my father.  Because we 
knew we could get away, you know. 
 
INT:  But when your father would come home. 
 
BETTY:  Oh, sure. 
 
INT:  I mean, or you hadn't seen him for a long time. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  When he went, and they call it the marketplace, where they used to bring 
everybody from all the small towns or villages came to Hust, and they were, like here, 
they demonstrate something to buy.  So over there they used to, for children, like on a, it 
was not on a battery.  It was wind-up toys he brought to the children. 
 
INT:  So he would bring them gifts and things for the kids. There was a lot of good 
feelings. 
 
BETTY:  Of course.  Of course, for instance I asked for a big doll.  They didn't want to 
buy me a big doll.  They bought me a small doll. 
 
INT:  What about anger?  Do you ever remember anger being expressed?  Anything 
happening? 
 
BETTY:  Well, for instance, that was already, I have one incident.  But also, you know.  
I did something that I shouldn't have done.  I, after the school, they let me go, it was an 
early dismissal or something.  And as I came, my cousin, she's still in Cleveland, she 
said, "Would you like to make a few dollars?"  A few kronen that time.  Or no, the 
Hungarian, "pengo" they called that.  So it was tempting. She said, "That's all you have to 
do is, you know, when they make buttons in the machine, it leaves, you know, from one 
buttonhole to the other, some thread.  You have to cut the thread and cut through the 
buttonhole."  It sounded easy to me.  I suppose a few things besides, but she said, there 
was no telephone.  I didn't say nothing.  And she promised that she's going to go and tell 
my parents.  She didn't tell my parents, and I slept over at my cousin's, and they needed, I 
don't know if she did a favor to those people or something. And I went and even the next 
day I went in for a few hours to work.  It sounded, you know, the first time, my first job, 
you know?  And when I came home, well, they were very sick.  I don't know, they did 
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tell my grandmother.  At night already they did find out.  But still, you know, how could I 
have done that?  Now as a parent I can understand.  But I was, maybe fourteen, thirteen.  
Before we went to concentration camp.  So they were screaming, they were yelling, and I 
felt very bad. But this is the incident.  But I'll tell you another thing, what kind of a 
mother I had. 
 
We went, they send me that I should go to collect money, you know, from the business.  I 
needed to collect money.  And while coming back, it was in the spring, and I remember I 
had a very nice, a blazer they made me, with pockets, and I was very proud to wear it, it 
was new.  And I had my purse.  I had also got a present.  And I put the purse right in the 
pocket of that blazer.  And I went I should buy some new potatoes, just came out, in the 
spring.  And as I collected the money, put the money in my purse, and I'm holding my 
hand, and there's a whole line.  You know, they stayed in line that time.  And I'm holding 
that satchel they should put the potatoes in.  I want to pay for the potatoes.  It's gone.  Oh!  
I was crying.  I went to the police.  I was...what am I going to tell my parents?  You 
know, that was 400 pengo, that was, you were able to buy a calf, you know?  That's a lot 
of money!  What am I going to say to my parents?  I was very upset. 
 
So I had to come home.  I had to face the consequences.  They didn't even give me the 
potatoes.  I didn't have the money to pay for it.  The whole thing, my purse, beautiful 
black silk like and white embroidery.  I remember it till today, because this was a present 
for me.  And the next time when I went there already, made sure that I should have an 
inside pocket, or I should have a, what do you call that, a pin to pin it. But my mother 
saw I was crying.  I was aggravated, because I knew the meaning of the money.  I was 
very much aggravated.  
 
So here comes my grandmother, may she rest in peace.  Well, she gave it to me.  My 
mother didn't.  My mother said, "Listen, it could happen to anybody.  I should have done 
this, and I should have done this."  This is what my mother said.  And she came in, and 
she gave it to me, my grandmother.  But my mother, she was trying, I went to bed, and I 
didn't want to talk to nobody.  I was very upset.  And my father didn't say nothing.  I 
don't know if my father even was home.  He was aggravated.  Just seeing him aggravated 
made me, he didn't say much, made me aggravated, because it was a big loss.  But who I 
got it from is my grandmother!  Now today's daughter-in-laws, would I be able to tell 
something like that?  My G-d!  I think they wouldn't look at me again! (laughs)  But this 
is the kind of... 
 
INT:  This was your father's mother that went after you. 
 
BETTY:  My mother's wouldn't have said that, wouldn't do that. 
 
INT:  She was very kind, your mother, she was very understanding. 
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BETTY:  But she told me, "Listen, don't aggravate yourself.  Stop, don't pay attention.  
You didn't do it.  It's something that happened to you.  It could happen."  That's what my 
mother said. 
 
INT:  She's a wonderful mother. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  I'll never forget it. 
 
INT:  I can understand why you wouldn't forget that.  That was a very revealing 
relationship that your mother had with the children. 
 
BETTY:  But I want to just tell you that today, thank G-d I have good relationships with 
my daughter-in-laws, but I couldn't do that today, that I should come in and... (laughs)   
 
INT:  How was the health of your parents and yourself? 
 
BETTY:  Well, my father had maybe a little arthritis.  He was only 44 when he went to 
the concentration camp.  My mother was three years younger.  She was 41.  But her 
health, she had, because she was working in the store, so as you see her there, she doesn't 
look good.  She had stomach problems.  She went to, maybe...she had pain in her 
stomach.  And at one time she even lost weight.  And you know why it was?  Because 
she was trying to, even we had help in the house, you know, they came to help her.  I 
remember having a girl, you know, take care of me, because they were in the store and 
they, you know, not like a steady, but part-time.  And they were, they had once a week 
come in, or twice a week to help, you know, in the house, because she was in the store, 
working.  And it was still, you know, (sighs) I get emotional.  (laughs nervously)  So 
anyhow, I...my mother worked with my father hand in hand.  And she was sick, but not 
as sick that she should lay down and she shouldn't be able to work.  She just, you know, 
she went to the doctor's, I remember even, they call it a...Eisen, that's a, like a syrup that 
she was drinking to make her strong.  But before she went to concentration camp she was 
much better.  She was fine. 
 
INT:  Your father had good health? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  He was young, 44 years old. 
 
INT:  And you were basically in good health? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah. 
 
INT:  If you were to think about certain family values or messages that the family passed 
down to you, something that stayed with you from those days, can you think of 
something special, any messages? 
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BETTY:  Well, that we were, as I told you before, that I wanted to have the relationship 
with my husband that the relationship I had, I saw in the house I grew up with.  And I 
could say that even, we had ups and downs, and when we came to the United States, 
things weren't easy, but we had a good relationship, I had a good relationship with my 
husband, and I wish that for my children. 
 
INT:  What about the expectations and dreams that you may have had?  What dreams did 
you have for yourself at that point that you couldn't fulfill because of...? 
 
BETTY:  Yes, I'll tell you.  Well, when I was a little girl, as every little girl wants to 
have a family, and you ask my grandchildren, I said, "Well, are you going to be a 
doctor?" "I'm going to be a mommy."  And so I wanted to be a mommy.  And I wanted to 
have, I was dreaming to have a handsome, you know, man, and get married, and what I 
will wear, as a little girl.  Is that what you're asking, as a little girl?   
 
INT:  Well, as a teenager, when you were planning your life ahead. 
 
BETTY:  Yes, but you know, all that what went on, it was shattered.  You know.  And I 
wanted more education and I couldn't.  And I started even in Czechoslovakia going to 
night school.  I learned a little bit English there, because when I came here I understood a 
little, but it's not that much, because I was already expecting with my daughter.  And I 
was ashamed, you know, to go between the students. In Europe, here it's different.  But 
over there you were bashful. 
 
INT:  You're talking about after the war you were trying to do that. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  And so...here I wanted to see my children should have the education 
which I didn't have.  And I was trying to give them.  And we were struggling in the 
United States when we came. 
 
INT:  What about the belief in G-d and the religious piece that you said that kept you 
going in the camps?  Was that passed down to you from your father and your mother? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, I think so. 
 
INT:  Were you conscious of that message? 
 
BETTY:  Well, maybe because I saw what I saw in my home, in my house.  So probably.  
But you know, there was people who saw all this, and they came out of the concentration 
camp, and they figure if they took their parents and their siblings, they don't want to have 
nothing to do with religion.  And I feel different.  I feel that I'm, G-d put me on this earth 
that, to accomplish something.  And if I would do what they're doing, then Hitler won.  
And I don't want Hitler should win. I want to bring a new generation and a religion, and 
they should multiply, what we lost.  And I very strongly believe in G-d.  I wouldn't say 
more because I never, like I said, I never lost it really. 
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INT:  So you got it when you were there, from your parents.  You just took it with you.  
These deep feelings. 
 
BETTY:  Right.  Right.  And even when I came to the United States, I wasn't able, 
100%, because I had to work on Sabbath. But even then, I talked to G-d that as soon as 
I'll be able, I want my children, and I want to be back the way that we were.  And I see, 
when you believe, you see miracles, and I see every day miracles.  I see miracles happen.  
Miracles happen to me.  Because maybe because I believe. 
 
INT:  Miracles?  Like give me an example, what you consider a miracle. 
 
BETTY:  Well, I'll tell you.  You go, every day you go, for instance, and some people, I 
don't know, I can't pinpoint to you right away.  Sometimes I think, oh, I have to do this 
and this, and I want to accomplish this and this, and something happens that I don't go 
there, and I don't do that.  And then I saw that that was better for me that I didn't.  You 
understand?  And so I say that... 
 
(END TAPE TWO, SIDE ONE) 
 
(TAPE TWO, SIDE TWO) 
 
BETTY:  You asked me about miracles, and I can tell you miracles that you yourself will 
see that it is a miracle.  When I was in the concentration camp, and there were my age 
kids, they were pushing to the children's, they call it lagers.  Children's camp.  And I ran 
all the time to the adults.  On the end, when they were liquidating the camp, they never 
came back, my age kids.  I said, there was a Jew in the side, close, and when we came 
down from the railroad he says, "Little girl, say you're eighteen."  And I figured, "That 
kind of lie, how can I say, I'm fifteen?"  I was tall, "Say I'm eighteen?"  I figured, “I'll say 
seventeen.”  So when they asked me, I said I'm seventeen.  And as I said, I was running 
between the adults.  I never went with the children.  And I had slept over in that.  Because 
they push you to go.  You know, they saw how old are you.  And so I consider it a 
miracle that I stayed there.  And when they came to select, they called it a selection, and a 
man came from a factory and selected me for work.  Now that's a miracle.  Because my 
cousin never survived.  She was a year younger, and she didn't survive, because she 
wasn't chosen.  She was cross-eyed.  You had to have good eyes, and good hands to 
handle things.  They tested you.  But just to get in there, in my age, I wasn't able to get in 
there.  So that's a miracle that I got in there.  That's one miracle. 
 
And then when I came, six weeks later he came, or a few weeks later he came, and we 
had to, that day they selected us.  They selected us and they tested us.  And then they 
came for us to take us, they gave us clean clothing in a place, in Auschwitz, and they 
gave us new clothing, and they gave us bread.  But before they did, they showered us.  
And over there was a cousin of mine, there were three sisters.  And each sister was from a 
different, one was from the same mother but not the same father, and one was, because 
you know, he passed on.  But they were in the family like.  And one of the sisters asked 
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me that I should go on her name, they should be together, that I should go under her 
name, and I should go back to the camp, and she should go instead of me.  And I was 
always, I couldn't say no.  To this day, a lot of things, I said, “Okay.”  But I went around 
like something was wrong.  And here, I felt in here that I shouldn't do it, because in case 
they're going to ask my name, I mean, her name, and I'm not going to be able to say it.  
And the Germans, if I make any little thing, they're going to kill me.  And here I felt I 
shouldn't do it.  This is what my...how should I say...this is what I'm meant to go, and this 
is where I was selected, I should go.  After that I shouldn't go any crooked ways.  This is 
the way I felt.  And if I would have said yes, I don't think I would have come home.  And 
my cousin didn't speak to me a whole year. 
 
INT:  So this kind of feeling you have like in your chest, sort of like you feel it's like a 
divine, spiritual kind of feeling. 
 
BETTY:  Right.  Exactly.  Twice in my life I had that feeling. That was once.  And 
before I got married, I was crying, and I was very, I wanted to dream that my mother, my 
father, that they should okay, is it all right to marry my husband?  See, years ago it wasn't 
like that.  You wanted permission from your parents to see if this was the right thing to 
do.  And here I'm seventeen, and I have aunts, I have uncles, but I don't have, you know?  
And my mother came into my dreams.  And she told me, "What are you waiting for?  
This is a good shidduch for you, you get married."  And then I was pleased.  Maybe a 
psychologist would think because you are thinking, it's your mind.  But I feel that... 
 
INT:  Sounds good to me. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah. (laughs) 
 
INT:  Let me just, I want to clarify something about your father in the army.  Your father 
went into the army, and you said that he stayed there.  When the Germans came, he was 
still in the army.  Did he come back home at all? 
 
BETTY:  You mean in the work camp. 
 
INT:  He was in the army, he went to the army, the Czechs called up all the men.  And he 
went into the army. 
 
BETTY:  Right. 
 
INT:  Your mother and you, everybody was alone there, for you said for... 
 
BETTY:  For a half a year. 
 
INT:  And then what happened with him? 
 
BETTY:  And then he came back. 
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INT:  And how long was he home? 
 
BETTY:  He was home quite a while, because you see... 
 
INT:  Was this the early forties? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  Maybe for a year, year and a half, and then they called him, the work 
camp they called it. 
 
INT:  And did he go to camp and come home, or they kept him there? 
 
BETTY:  Men a certain age they let him go home.  He was living maybe for a year, and 
then he came home. 
 
INT:  And then he came home again.  Was that before the Germans? 
 
BETTY:  I'll tell you, he came home before, but twice he went like to work camp.  
Because before we went to the concentration camp, he was home. 
 
INT:  He was home.  Because he went to the camps with you.  With the family.  Right. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah. 
 
INT:  What is your earliest childhood memory? 
 
BETTY:  Well, it's of my brother.  I can't remember his face, but I know that the 
morning that he passed away.   
 
INT:  This is the one that was nine months. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  I remember that.  And I also remember -- vaguely, but I remember -- that 
when we were like moving in, into the new place, I remember that. 
 
INT:  Do you have any kind of recurrent dreams about that time?   
 
BETTY:  I have, I have dreams especially when I get tired, from the concentration camp. 
 
INT:  No, I mean from before the war. 
 
BETTY:  Before the war, I used to.  I used to say to myself before that I was a kid, I was 
hopping and jumping.  Fifteen, fourteen.  Especially before I went to the concentration 
camp. And even when we were in those wagons, loaded, I looked around, there was a 
little window.  You look around, good buddy, because you'll never see these again.  So 
far, I would like to go back really to see it.  Just to see it. 
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INT:  You haven't been back at all. 
 
BETTY:  I haven't been back.  And sometimes I do, I dream I'm in a house, and they 
come to take us, and I'm locking the door, and I'm trying to lock the door and I just can't 
lock the door.  Because we had, you know, double doors.  We had doors, and then we had 
like shutters, you know, on the doors and on the windows, for a storm, or something.  
And I just, you know, and then... 
 
INT:  You're trying to hold the door shut. 
 
BETTY:  Right.  And then I dream about my grandmother, my other grandmother, I 
dream a lot.  I used to dream a lot. 
 
INT:  Positive things she had done with you.  The stories. 
 
BETTY:  And about my parents I used to dream, also.  Not so much lately.  With my 
husband already.  But I used to dream about them. 
 
INT:  I just want to go back again, I'm spending a lot of time, because this has been 
really very interesting about your life there.  I'm learning a lot of what life was like there, 
too, for my own information. 
 
BETTY:  None of my family... 
 
INT:  Has heard it. 
 
BETTY:  Well, maybe in parts a little bit here, a little bit there. 
 
INT:  A nice story.  I mean, the good parts.  The rest of it is heart-rending.  Your father.  
If you were going to describe him with a few adjectives, how would you describe your 
father? 
 
BETTY:  He was...he was a very content man.  He was not a, like my grandmother, his 
mother, was more ambitious.  I can't say that he was very, extremely ambitious.  He was 
afraid to take chances.  Like my husband, may he rest in peace, he was more of a go-
getter.  He was satisfied.  In the morning he went to the synagogue.  When he went to buy 
merchandise he came home, he ate breakfast.  Mother had nice, served him on nice white 
doilies with everything.  And he ate breakfast, and then he went to his store, and if it 
wasn't busy, he was in the front just like babysitting the store.  And my grandmother, she 
used to come and say, "You need money?  I'll lend you some.  Go, do this yet and that 
yet."  And he was afraid to.  He says, "I don't want to risk somebody else's money.  When 
I have my own money, I'll risk it."  He wanted to make sure that his family is provided, 
and if he's going to, you know, borrow money, from Grandmother or from the uncles, and 
make other business to make more money, he was afraid to do that, that he's going to lose 
it.  So he was content with what he had. 
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INT:  His mother was a pretty controlling woman, wasn't she? 
 
BETTY:  Yes, ma'am. 
 
INT:  Was he the oldest child? 
 
BETTY:  No, he was the oldest of the boys.  She had about four girls before she had him.  
Or three girls before she had him. There was another three.  There were nine children.  I 
know all the names.  I think I remember even all the names.  But she was the boss. 
 
INT:  And was she really more concerned about his welfare than…because he was the 
oldest boy? 
 
BETTY:  She was working as, working, they were selling, she was selling, in her house 
she was selling like bootlegging. She didn't bootleg.  She bought, and they came in and 
she sold stuff.  She always had money, and the grandchild came here, you know?  And 
then she had...in another, in the village, she had a lot of fields, so she was not a poor 
woman. 
 
INT:  And this is, after her husband died.  She was... 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, but with her husband, they had... 
 
INT:  Good business people, weren't they? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, yeah.  But see, they were not like, a lot of money was not handled.  You 
know, they were like... 
 
INT:  They liked, like you said, she liked to be creative. 
 
BETTY:  She wanted to see the children... 
 
INT:  She was creative.  She was creative with her...she saw opportunity. 
 
BETTY:  Right.  Right.  Now the other children, you know, like her other son, the one, 
he survived the concentration camp, but after that he had, not polio but that disease where 
he was in a wheelchair. 
 
INT:  Multiple sclerosis? 
 
BETTY:  So he was more, you know, he went after it, to make more money.   And his 
wife was a seamstress, and she was sewing for like in town for big people and made 
money.  So she wanted to see it in her sons, too.   
 
(PAUSE) 
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BETTY:  You asked me about love.  We didn't verbalize love, that, "I love you, I love 
you," but showing the love.  And maybe hugging and be concerned about me, and this is 
the kind of love.  And that's why when I raised my children, a lot of times, I hugged 
them, but I never said, "I love you, I love you."  Later I saw that this is the way it is in 
America, so I started, "I love you."  But to me action means more than words. 
 
INT:  Tell me what you mean by action. 
 
BETTY:  Well, to see that, for instance, and a lot of things to make sure that things are 
all right with you.  To...about your health and about, to be concerned.  And this is, I think 
this is love. 
 
INT:  Caring. 
 
BETTY:  Caring.  Yes.  
 
INT:  In other words, you don't have to say, "I love you," to know that you're loved. 
 
BETTY:  Right. 
 
INT:  And that's what you said, off tape, that you felt that you were very much loved 
even though it was not expressed in those words. 
 
BETTY:  And you know something, I don't think my husband told me a lot of times that, 
"I love you."  I mean, maybe later already.  But in the beginning.  And I'll tell you 
something. In the very beginning, after I got married, I a lot of times figured, who knows 
if he really loves me?  And there came a gypsy, and I was afraid to let her up, and she 
begged me, "Please, I want to read your palm."  And I said, "I don't believe in that."  
Because Jews are not supposed to believe in those things.  But she said, "All right.  Just 
for a cup of coffee."  Just like a gypsy.  I just had made donuts, fresh donuts, and I gave 
her donuts, I gave her a cup of coffee, and I was afraid, really, of her.  And sure enough, 
she read my palm.  She said I'm going to have three children, and I'm going to travel far 
away, which I did, and she said, I'm not sure of my husband's love, but I should rest 
assured that he loves me very much.  And after that, really, I really believed that. (laughs) 
 
INT:  Where did you see the gypsy? 
 
BETTY:  This was in Czechoslovakia. 
 
INT:  Have you had your palm read since then?  (laughs) 
 
BETTY:  No.  And I don't...she just like forced it on me.  And she said, I'll never go 
through what my parents went through.  She said that.  And this is what...so this is what I 
want to tell you about love.  That we didn't, we thought that we showed our children 
otherwise.  But here in America, "I love you, I love you, I love you."  
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INT:  Well, you could also say, "I love you," and not show the action, like you said. 
 
BETTY:  But meaning, and be concerned about, and showing, I think this is love.  But 
everybody expresses in a different way. 
 
INT:  Let's move on to what they have here called "Winds of War."  What it was like 
when you got the feeling that things were not well. 
 
BETTY:  It's a very bad feeling.  It's a very bad feeling. 
 
INT:  How did you, in your memory, how do you remember things were just not going to 
work out? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I remember, as I said, when my father, I was very sad when my father 
went away as a child.   
 
INT:  To...to the army? 
 
BETTY:  To the army.  He went to the army in Czechoslovakia. And I wished always... 
 
INT:  Is that what you're talking about when you said your father went away?  You're 
talking about... 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, there was war.  That was war.  The labor camp was not war.  You asked 
me about war.  That was war.  And... 
 
INT:  Well, the beginnings of the Holocaust started, I guess is what I mean. 
 
BETTY:  That was in the beginning.  That was normal war.  Not only my father went, 
but all the other citizens went. 
 
INT:  Was there any word that anything was going on with Jews?  Had you heard 
anything? 
 
BETTY:  Not in 1938.  See, we didn't hear as much, even in 1938.  They already started, 
we did hear in Germany what went on. 
 
INT:  You heard in Germany. 
 
BETTY:  Of course, but we never thought it's going to come to us.  It's sad, it's doing 
over there, but it's not here.  You know?  Like here, you hear what people, children don't 
have what to eat, but you know, you feel bad for them.  If they come collect, you give 
them something.  But that was there, it's not here.  That's the reaction.  But it didn't start 
until the Czechs went away and the Hungarians came in, and this is when little by little 
by little, the population in our city, in Hust, started being with the, together with them. 
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INT:  Explain to me, because I don't know this part of history, about the Hungarians 
coming in. 
 
BETTY:  The Hungarians, see, that was Austria-Hungary, like twenty years prior to that 
in 1944.  The Czechs were there twenty years.  So they were very bitter that they were 
occupied.  The Czechs occupied, really, their territory. 
 
INT:  The Czechs occupied their territory. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  And it was very good for us, for the Jews and even for the Gentiles, 
really.  They didn't know how good they had it.  But they were against it because they 
were collecting taxes.  But for the taxes they made the roads, and they built places, they 
did wonderful things.  They were, as I said, a cultured people.  And then the Hungarians, 
they started to take away from the Jews. 
 
INT:  Well, they came in, they occupied? 
 
BETTY:  They occupied.  We were under Hungarian occupation. 
 
INT:  Occupation.  Before the Germans came. 
 
BETTY:  Before the Germans came.  Then they got together with the Germans.  And 
they were like that together.  The Germans with the Hungarians. 
 
INT:  They were collaborating. 
 
BETTY:  Right.  And even, before, another thing I forgot to tell you.  I was ten years old.  
And I had to go to their school.  Before the Czechs, right after the Czechs went out, the 
Ukrainians, a Ukrainian group came in, and Hust was the main, like here is Washington, 
D.C., that's how Hust became. There was the capital, and they were killing Jews, hanging 
Jews.  So that was a miracle when the Hungarians came in, because they were doing, the 
Ukrainian people are very bad people.  Very, very bad people.  The Polish were bad, but 
the Ukrainians were worse.  And in the villages, whoever they heard there was a man that 
had money, they hung him, they beat him, they pulled out the beard.  The peyos they 
pulled, you know.  So then a few weeks later, that was only about a half a year, and I had 
to even go to their school and learn Ukrainian.  And the Hungarians came in.  And all the 
Jews, they went in hugging them and kissing, because they were supposed to be, they 
remembered the Hungarians like they were twenty years ago. 
 
INT:  The Jews were hugging the Hungarians. 
 
BETTY:  Sure.  They thought it's a miracle.  First of all, all that stopped.  And they 
remembered the Hungarians as they were prior, you know?  It wasn't going on something 
like that.  But as they collaborated with the Germans, and you know how the Germans 
were, this is what they started to do with the Jews. 
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INT:  Can you remember anything personally or specifically that as a Jew you were 
subjected to by either the Ukrainians or the Hungarians? 
 
BETTY:  Well, thank G-d that it didn't happen to my father, except that he had to go to 
that work camp.  But to a lot of people, they went in the house, and they took the man of 
the house out, and they never saw him again.  Killed him and never saw him again.  
Thank G-d it didn't happen in my immediate family.  That was just another miracle. 
 
INT:  Were you subjected to any problems on the street, any anti-Semitism, at school? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, for instance, when we did business, they treated us like a second class 
citizen.  Not a second, a third class citizen.  Talked down on us.  On me, too.  And then 
what you thought they were friends to you, they didn't know you.  And so that was... 
 
INT:  And so that went on for how long? 
 
BETTY:  Until from 1939 till after the Czechs left, until '44.  Five years. 
 
INT:  When the Germans actually came in and occupied, was that when they closed the 
store? 
 
BETTY:  See, little by little, they took away.  For instance, I'll tell you.  We had in the 
store, in our grocery store, we had from sugar, from "neft" we sold, because a lot of 
people didn't have electricity.  And we, by the liter, you know. Here is a quart, we had a 
liter, the measurement.   
 
INT:  Of what? 
 
BETTY:  Of "neft." 
 
INT:  What's neft? 
 
BETTY:  Gasoline.  You know what neft is?  You know what they, a lot of people here, 
they put in heaters. 
 
INT:  Like petrol.   
 
BETTY:  Petrol.  So we sold that.  We sold that loose, like you know.  Then we sold oil 
also by the measurement.  The flour was, you know, you had to weigh it.  Everything was 
bulk.  Bulk.  Soap was like this, packaged.  Spices, you weighed.  You took a paper, and 
you went like this, and this is how you made (laughs).  And the flour in sacks you 
weighed it.  But my father was so good at it.  And you didn't have an adding machine.  
You did everything by pencil and paper. 
 
INT:  So they closed you down? 
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BETTY:  First, as I said, first they didn't want to sell you, let's say, neft, to give you an 
example.  And then sugar.  And each time they took another.  And then there were a few 
things left over, that you might as well close. 
 
INT:  And so then, what happened then?  Was that around the point when you went to 
the ghetto? 
 
BETTY:  Little by little, just before already, it was not much that we were able to sell, 
because they gave us, there was a few non-Jewish stores, and we had to go, like bread.  
Until we put away, we hid a lot of flour and sugar and rice. 
 
INT:  Were most of the groceries owned by Jews? 
 
BETTY:  Mostly.  There was one non-Jew.  Because (?) was closed, and there was a 
Czech came in, a very nice store. And it was small mom and pop stores.  But most of 
them were Jewish. 
 
INT:  And was there resentment against the merchant class, because they were Jews...or 
that was accepted? 
 
BETTY:  Well, they accepted, but I imagine so.  I imagine so. There was one, but why 
didn't they go to him?  You know the intelligentsia went to the, that non-Jewish store.  
Beautiful stuff.  The other one, we had a nice clean store, but sometimes the stores 
weren't even that clean.  They were selling in bulk herring and all that stuff.  But they 
came to their own, they made a living.  They could have gone.  That was in town. 
 
INT:  Well, did the Jewish community talk to each other about, “It looks bad.  What are 
we going to do?”  Were there community meetings?  Could you talk about it? 
 
BETTY:  Well, it was not, when we saw it on the streets or in the synagogue, or going in 
the synagogue, or maybe somebody came visiting, of course they talked.  But it was not 
really that it was organized.  I think that was the whole trouble, that it wasn't enough 
organized.  Maybe if it would have been, maybe, maybe they would have done 
something. 
 
INT:  I don't think people believed that bad things were going to happen would happen. 
 
BETTY:  They didn't.  They didn't.   Even here in the United States, they don't think that 
G-d forbid this would ever happen, something like that.  Look at what Farrakhan is doing 
right now.  And look, and I don't think, you know, if you ask me, I don't think they're 
doing enough about it. 
 
INT:  There's a lot of complacency, I think, for people, especially who haven't been 
through what you've been through. I think you're alert to what starts these things. 
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BETTY:  When I came to the United States, and I spoke to the older people, may they 
rest in peace, I was a young girl, 21, and when I spoke to them, they didn't even know 
there was a Holocaust, the older people.  First of all, they were not educated, and they 
knew one thing: go to work, come in my family, and that's it.  And I don't think they read 
papers, even.  And... 
 
INT:  They didn't want to know bad things. 
 
BETTY:  No. 
 
INT:  So people talked about it, but they didn't talk about leaving. 
 
BETTY:  Well, some of them, some of them did. 
 
INT:  Could you leave?  Could you leave... 
 
BETTY:  Well, if nobody knew about it.  You had to do it in secrecy.  Very secrecy.  
Otherwise the man or the lady who hid you, you know, was in danger. 
 
INT:  But you could leave the country at that point. 
 
BETTY:  The country, till 1940, I remember, I was little girl, there was a man, he was in 
love with my mother, but she wanted my father.  But he came to say goodbye to my 
parents.  And I remember.  And I saw him after the war in the United States. 
 
INT:  How did he know to go? 
 
BETTY:  Well, everybody wanted to go, when they saw the circumstances.  And he had 
a ticket they sent him from America.  It's the money, too.  And then you couldn't take all 
the children, and some of them didn't want to part, and then the rest of the family, 
everybody wanted to be together.  But I know some people went at the last minute, they 
went out.  My husband was supposed to go, and because they asked a huge amount of 
money, he wasn't able to go, because he didn't have as much money. 
 
INT:  So tell me, you mentioned before about some non-Jews who offered to help you.  
Would you tell that story? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  There was a very nice non-Jewish family.  She was very nice to my 
father.  If I remember, her and another family signed even the mortgage for him.  Now 
you know what that meant?  That's like in a family.  If my father would be in fault, they 
would have to pay.  That's the kind of relationship my father had with his customers.  
Because he was very honest, very, I told you how he choosed to live.  Very honest.  And 
she said, "Sol, take your daughter, come and I'll hide you out.  You see what's going on."  
Because her son at one point, they took him away as a spy, and she came and cried, and 
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we took her in, and we gave her tea and talked to her, and she couldn't forget it.  So she 
wanted to do that.  But she said she was alert, she was afraid to take our whole family. 
 
INT:  And you were saying about the younger children, she was afraid of the younger 
children. 
 
BETTY:  She was afraid the younger children will cry, and then they will reveal that 
there is a family there.  But after the war I knew some families who were hidden out by 
non-Jews. 
 
INT:  I want you to continue by telling why you decided not to do that, you and your 
father. 
 
BETTY:  Oh, my father would have gone if my mother would have said, "Listen, honey, 
you go.  Take our daughter and go hide out."  But she looked at him with such pitiful 
eyes, that he saw the message that she doesn't want him to go.  Then he said, "You know 
what?  How about you?  You go."  And a few times, a few times, they mentioned, both, 
that I should go. And I said, "No way.  Whatever will happen to you will happen to me."  
 
INT:  And your mother didn't want to do it? 
 
BETTY:  My mother, she just, you know, unless she would have given away the two 
children going with us, she would never do that.  She would never do that. 
 
INT:  So was that the only time that anybody offered to hide you? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  My father would have been alive.  My father would have been alive.  
And for a long time, well, today, my father would have been alive.  He would have been 
96 years old.   
 
INT:  Do you remember anything going on there, any messages about how to survive at 
that point? 
 
BETTY:  In the ghetto was going around. 
 
INT:  I'm sorry, I didn't even ask you about the ghetto.  So they formed a ghetto in the 
town. 
 
(END TAPE TWO, SIDE TWO) 
 
(TAPE THREE, SIDE ONE) 
 
INT:  We were talking about the ghetto. 
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BETTY:  Yeah.  They formed a ghetto right after Pesach.  It went very fast.  It was 
extremely fast.  And there was orders from the Germans, with the Hungarians.  The 
Hungarians were helping the Germans to do that...the town was not that small, and they, 
you know, they took the sections.  And they formed two ghettos, I think. 
 
INT:  Barbed wire? 
 
BETTY:  Not even wire. There were just a few bars.  And I even ran out between like 
twilight, I ran out of the ghetto.  I had a pair of shoes that I bought for that money that I 
told you I was working for the...and it was my own money, and I was so proud of that, 
and I bought Pesach shoes for myself, with little heels.  And I wanted to save them.  So I 
didn't want to take them with me.  I went to a lady, next door.  She was a very nice young 
lady.  She was married not long.  And I left them.  And I said, "I'm leaving you the shoes.  
And when I come after the war, everything will be all right, and you'll give me back the 
shoes."  And she said, "Sure."  And when other people went out for bread, for other stuff,  
I went out for my shoes. 
 
INT:  Out of the ghetto. 
 
BETTY:  Out of the ghetto. 
 
INT:  They allowed you out? 
 
BETTY:  No!  I snuck out, and I put on a kerchief, and I made myself, and what do you 
know.  I'm going across the street, a man recognized me.  He was our customer, and he 
liked my mother very much, and he said, "Oh," at that time the Hungarians, they called 
me Belushka.  "Oh, hi Belushka. How are you?  How is Mother?"  I said, "Fine."  I tried 
fast, fast, fast.  And outside, everything was so beautiful.  It was spring, and the trees 
were blooming, and that smell from the trees was so beautiful, but my heart was so 
heavy.  A fifteen-year-old, and you don't know what the future brings.  And I don't know 
how my mother even let me do that.  I don't know if she knew about it.  And I went to 
her, I sat down in the kitchen.  Of course, she offered me, I wouldn't eat anything, 
because kosher.  So and she gave me the shoes.  And I went back.  But after that I didn't 
want to go, after I saw that they recognized me.  He could have taken me, and then take 
me to the Germans.  They would shoot me, one, two, three. 
 
INT:  What were the conditions like in the ghetto?  How did you live? 
 
BETTY:  Well, they took out the men every day for work.  They tried to establish 
schools for the children, they should be busy, you know.  And... 
 
INT:  Did you have to move from your house? 
 
BETTY:  Move?  They took, they took us, just our bedding.  We were sleeping on the 
floor in the ghetto.  And we were, we knew there is going to be a ghetto, so one, two, 
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three, my mother was trying to bake something to take something, but it didn't last long.  
They gave us, they gave us soup like, I guess they cooked, but that had no taste. 
 
INT:  Sort of like a soup kitchen? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, but, yeah, but we cooked separately.  The people, this one has this, this 
one has that, they put together, in the ghetto and they cooked together. 
 
INT:  Did you have one room, two rooms? 
 
BETTY:  No, in a room like this, maybe two, three families stayed.  We put on the floor 
the bedding, and just with a little water we washed ourselves.  It was very bad conditions. 
Very bad.  Very bad. 
 
INT:  You said that was what, six weeks? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, and then we took as much clothing as we could, and everything was in 
one, it was very bad.  But not as bad as the concentration camp, as bad as it was. 
 
INT:  So what did they do?  They rounded you up in the ghetto? 
 
BETTY:  They rounded us up. 
 
INT:  Were there selections or something like that? 
 
BETTY:  No, they took the whole family.  The whole family. Everyone. 
 
INT:  Everyone who was in the ghetto? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  No, everyone from the house to the ghetto. Is that what you want to 
know? 
 
INT:  Right, no.  But you were there in the ghetto for six weeks.  What happened after 
that? 
 
BETTY:  Oh, then they took us, by foot we went to the railroad. 
 
INT:  Everybody in the ghetto?  They emptied the ghetto? 
 
BETTY:  Everybody.  It was just like a march. 
 
INT:  How many people would you say that was? 
 
BETTY:  A few hundred.  Maybe a thousand, 1200.  Maybe 1500. 
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INT:  And you went to the railroad station. 
 
BETTY:  We went into the, and they didn't allow, once a day they gave a little water, 
and everybody was, you know, we took some water there, and to go to the bathroom, they 
gave you one pot, and the children, young people.  Adults they didn't, they held it in.  A 
whole week we were, I think, on the road. 
 
INT:  Did you know, what did they tell you where you were going? 
 
BETTY:  For work.   
 
(Pause) 
 
INT:  This is my second interview.  The date is February 21, 1996. 
 
Betty, when I went home and I was thinking about some of the areas that we talked 
about, about your life before the war, I came up with some other questions I wanted to 
ask you to kind of fill in the gaps. 
 
Where were your parents born? 
 
BETTY:  My parents were born in Czechoslovakia.  Except my mother was born in 
Chicago. 
 
INT:  In Chicago.  I think you mentioned that to me. 
 
BETTY:  And my father was born in Czechoslovakia. 
 
INT:  Was it the same town that you were born in? 
 
BETTY:  In the same town?  No.  He was born in a village.  When he was born, that 
wasn't Czechoslovakia, it was Austria-Hungary. 
 
INT:  And what about their education? 
 
BETTY:  Well, they had just, I don't think they went to high school.  But they had just 
like regular, you know, elementary school.  Like till fourteen. 
 
INT:  And your mother in Chicago came back. 
 
BETTY:  As a child. 
 
INT:  And moved to Czechoslovakia as a child.  I was looking at some maps before the 
war of Czechoslovakia, and check me out and see if I'm right.  The country was divided 
into Bohemia and Moravia and Slovakia. 
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BETTY:  And also the Carpathians.  That's where I was born. 
 
INT:  How do you spell that? 
 
BETTY:  I really wouldn't know exactly.  (Discussion of spelling) But that was 
Czechoslovakia for twenty years. 
 
INT:  And how many people lived in the town, totally? 
 
BETTY:  I don't know. 
 
INT:  How many Jews were in the town? 
 
BETTY:  I really don't know.  As a child, it did not interest me.  People older than me 
would know. 
 
INT:  Was there only one synagogue? 
 
BETTY:  No, there were more.   
 
INT:  More synagogues? 
 
BETTY:  More.  But there was one of the big synagogues that people told me is still 
staying there.  That was the big synagogue.  My grandmother used to go there for 
Sabbath.  But then there was small, like my father went to a shul, like to a rebbe and to a 
small shul.  And I'm sure there was maybe another one yet. 
 
INT:  And what language did you speak at home? 
 
BETTY:  With my parents, Yiddish.  And with my girlfriends, Czech. 
 
INT:  And at school Czech. 
 
BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  Was there any discussion of Zionism or Palestine in the house? 
 
BETTY:  My parents, because they were religious, they were not really Zionist.  But 
they were, you know, very much for the, they never spoke that there could be a Jewish 
state in those years, but the Zionists did.  I never really had that feeling that they were.  I 
know my girlfriends, their fathers, they were.  I think maybe because they weren't that 
religious that they were not. 
 
INT:  So are you saying that your feeling is that the Orthodox did not… 
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BETTY:  The more Orthodox did not encourage… 
 
INT:  Zionism. 
 
BETTY:  Because they [the Zionists] were more freer, you know what I mean by free? 
 
INT:  Weren't worried about leaving?  They felt more comfortable? 
 
BETTY:  There were some in our town left to Palestine, and of course my parents.  First 
of all, I was very young, and they never thought of going to Palestine.  Not my parents.  
To America, yes. 
 
INT:  So do you remember people leaving the town to go to America? 
 
BETTY:  Some young people, yes. 
 
INT:  And Palestine, both? 
 
BETTY:  Yes, yes.   
 
INT:  The young people went. 
 
BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  Did the older people think about giving up what they had there and leaving and 
going to America? 
 
BETTY:  Well, as I said, I was young, and I really, but what I heard is mostly that they 
went, you know, the young ones who were not, who didn't have no families.  Unless they 
had already like a father or somebody in America that they went with the rest of the 
family.  But then younger people went. 
 
INT:  You mentioned that you had some aunts in America.  When did they arrive?  You 
want to tell me about how the family... 
 
BETTY:  They went when they were fourteen and sixteen years old. 
 
INT:  They went themselves, or did the whole family go? 
 
BETTY:  No, no.  They went out because they came to look for work and money. 
 
INT:  When they were young, they left. 
 
BETTY:  Yes. 
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INT:  By themselves.  They left their parents in Czechoslovakia. 
 
BETTY:  Right. 
 
INT:  How many of them left? 
 
BETTY:  Well, from my grandmother's, from my father's side, were two.  The oldest 
one, Helen, and then another one, Harry. That they were in America.  And then the 
youngest one, he went to Palestine.  The youngest.  And he married there. 
 
INT:  What about from your mother's side?  Her siblings? 
 
BETTY:  From my mother's side?  Well, she went out also when she was young, and she 
married my grandfather there.  And there were some, she had a brother in Chicago, and 
then later on he passed away.  And then she had also a sister. 
 
INT:  They left like in the thirties? 
 
BETTY:  Before maybe, before the thirties.  They were in America. 
 
INT:  So do you remember them talking about the family that was in America? 
 
BETTY:  Oh, definitely.  Definitely.  Letters went back and forth.  And my aunt was 
wonderful to my father.  When he was in the military, like I said before, she sent him 
money.  And my grandmother constantly spoke of her children, and she was crying that 
her, you know. 
 
INT:  Was there any thought, or was there still a possibility to leave and join family in 
America? 
 
BETTY:  My father always thought that he's going to go.  Even with my mother, but it 
never came to pass. 
 
INT:  Do you remember any feelings of fear or worry when the acts of anti-Semitism hit 
you? 
 
BETTY:  Definitely. 
 
INT:  Can you talk a little bit about that? 
 
BETTY:  Well, our neighbors, and when we went to school, they used to, the teenagers 
used to come and they used to, with stones, and they used to call us names.  And you felt 
the anti-Semitism. 
 
INT:  Was this...in the thirties? 
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BETTY:  In the 1930's, and I was quite young.  And of course in the forties it got even 
worse. 
 
INT:  Well, when the occupiers came in, how... 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Then it got worse.  When the occupiers came, then they were more, they 
did a lot, as I said, to our business.  They prevent us from selling certain things because 
we were Jews, and so the neighbors, they got strong.  Then they were not ashamed to call 
us names, and they were not ashamed to like, as I said, to take stones and hit us with 
stones.  And there were some nice people, too.  Not all. 
 
INT:  Can you recall what your parents did to help you get through this? 
 
BETTY:  They were talking about that, you know, that maybe we should go to America, 
maybe to join the others.  And we always hope that after the war everything is going to 
settle, and everything, and Hitler is not going to succeed, and then everything is going to 
be like a new world, because in the 1900's wasn't something like that, you know?  It just 
became like that later.  So they thought that if the Hungarians are going to come, then 
everything is going to be all right.  Which it wasn't, really.  And so they hoped for better 
days, which they never came. 
 
INT:  Do you remember your parents talking about protecting the children?  They 
weren't worried? 
 
BETTY:  There was nothing you could do.  There was nothing you could do to protect 
us. 
 
INT:  And there was no way they could know what was coming, right? 
 
BETTY:  They hoped strongly that, you know, Mashiach is going to come.  And you 
know why he's not coming?  Because you're not righteous enough. 
 
INT:  So being more religious was going to bring the Mashiach. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah. 
 
INT:  Also I wanted to go back, with the death of your siblings.  Do you recall any kind 
of depression from your mother?   
 
BETTY:  Of course. 
 
INT:  Did that change her at all? 
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BETTY:  Well, it didn't.  She was always the mother I knew. She didn't take it out on us.  
But I used to find her crying, and she...she felt, you know, she felt very bad about it.  And 
my father wasn't even home.  And looking at her, I felt... 
 
INT:  Your father was in the army then. 
 
BETTY:  Not in the army, in the working camp. 
 
INT:  Oh, in the work camp. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah. 
 
INT:  So the combination of your father not being there, and the loss of the children.  But 
did it affect her being a parent to you?  I mean, did she do that like in private? 
 
BETTY:  She did it in private. 
 
INT:  So it didn't affect you, your life there, except your seeing her being depressed? 
 
BETTY:  I watched her writing to my father, and she never wanted to mention it to him 
there, because she felt that he has enough stress and hardship from how they work him 
there, so she never.  When he came, it was a customer told him.  She didn't even say 
anything the same day.  But a customer came in and told him what happened, that my 
sister passed away. 
 
INT:  So that's how your father learned about it. 
 
BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  And when the other two, you had lost two other children. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, well, one passed away, and my father, that was in the good times yet, 
before 19--, in the early 1930's.  And so that we know, and that was a child.  It was hard, 
but that I've sort of forgotten a little bit.  But when she was already older, and my father 
wasn't home, and that was hard on my mother.  
 
INT:  The other question I had was about how you survived when they shut down your 
business.  Did you have money? 
 
BETTY:  Well, we had a little from before, and then we sold out, we had a big stock in 
the store.  So my grandmother used to always rub it in, "See what you're doing?  Maybe 
if he would be there, he would make business."  And she just sold out and she had the 
money to live on. 
 
INT:  Your mother.  So that that worked out for a time. 
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BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  Did that last you while you were moved to the ghetto? 
 
BETTY:  Yes, yes. 
 
INT:  So you had means to buy food. 
 
BETTY:  Yes, definitely.  I don't remember growing up that I was lacking any food or 
even clothing on my back. 
 
INT:  And I hear, when you speak about your father's mother, it's like you still kind of 
carry some feelings of anger the way she's treated you? 
 
BETTY:  No!  No, I never.  I used to, see they used to talk. It wasn't like, when my sister 
passed away, and she wanted to come, I should rub her back, and I used to say, "Bubbe, 
how come that you liked Chana better than you liked me?"  Oh, she says, "I didn't like 
her better.  No.  You're just imagine it. I didn't."  But I had that feeling, and I told her. 
 
INT:  That's okay to have that feeling. 
 
BETTY:  But I didn't, I had no grudge against her.  I just say that today, things are 
different.  And you know...I would never do. 
 
INT:  She sort of had a sharp tongue, too. 
 
BETTY:  Well, you know, that's being in Europe, some of the people were like that.  My 
father wasn't like that. My mother wasn't like that.  But she felt bossy.  (interviewer 
laughs) She was bossy.  And we accepted her the way she was. We respected her.  My 
mother, when my mother had a baby, and I was in the house, it was in the house usually, 
not in a hospital.  And that little boy, I told you, he was two and a half when he went to 
the concentration camp.  And I heard, overheard, how she spoke to somebody.  She says 
that she has other daughter-in-laws, but not another one like my mother. 
 
INT:  So she liked, they were close? 
 
BETTY:  She liked her, but she never showed her extra, you know.  But I knew, because 
my mother never spoke against her. Like if she said something to criticize her, that's how 
I used to hear her say, "Oh, Schweger."  You know what "Schweger" means?  Mother-in-
law.  Oh, because that's the word they used. They didn't call her "Mom," like they call her 
here.  So she said, "Oh, Schweger," like sort of, I'm not agreeing with you, but you know, 
like. 
 
INT:  So she knew how to handle her. 
 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 56 

BETTY:  Definitely.  (interviewer laughs)  And she couldn't forget, because she didn't 
speak up, like she wasn't disrespectful towards her. 
 
INT:  Good for her!  I wish I had some of that. 
 
BETTY:  Well, I don't know. 
 
INT:  All right.  Now, we'll pick up where we left off last time, which was you said that 
they had gathered you from the ghetto to the railroad station. 
 
BETTY:  Right. 
 
INT:  What month was that in 1944? 
 
BETTY:  That was in May, early in May. 
 
INT:  And you were sixteen at that point, right? 
 
BETTY:  No, I wasn't sixteen yet.  I was fifteen. 
 
INT:  All right, so why don't you start from there and tell me about as many details as 
you remember. 
 
BETTY:  We were in the ghettos, and from the ghetto one day they came.  They told us 
that we were going to be evacuated.  And they took all of us, all of the families, and the 
people who were sick or old they put on wagons, and the others by foot, and we came to 
the railroad station, and then they put us into, over there they examined us to see if we 
didn't hide any gold.  And they looked even, excuse me, in the private places.  Any gold 
or valuables.  Or diamonds, money. 
 
INT:  Did they tell you to bring all your valuables with you? 
 
BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  And what did you do with those? 
 
BETTY:  Well, my father took my earrings, and my mother, and he put it in, he baked it 
in cookies and stuff, some jewelry. But they left home, they buried, a lot of stuff they 
buried at home in the, how should I say, between the ceiling.  You know, they made 
places and they hid stuff.  Which I never found.  But my earrings and my mother's 
earrings, the last minute he took off, and he put a little paper, and he made, you know 
what is a door frame, he put it in the door frame and put a little putty on it.  And after the 
war, I was never in our house, but my cousin went, and I showed her, I told her where 
exactly it is.  Now, he didn't even show it to my mother.  He asked me to look where he's 
hiding it.  And my cousin was there, and she brought them.  She says all the frames were 
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out, and this frame was standing.  And the Russians were already there, but they let them 
in, and she knew exactly, because I told her exactly where it is, and she brought them 
home for me.  But after a while, in Canada, I went to my daughter, to visit her, and I was 
in a motel, and I put it on a, it was stolen from me.  And my daughter just lost hers.  I 
have them on a picture.  That's all, I have a picture of the earrings, my mother's earrings.  
And the other stuff, she said that everything was open, and she couldn't bring anything 
else.  Like candlesticks, and my father's Sabbath tallit, you know, and a lot of other stuff. 
Nothing was saved. 
 
So anyhow, then we came to Auschwitz.  The first thing they did is they shaved our… 
 
INT:  Well, do you want to talk about, were you in cattle cars? 
 
BETTY:  Yes, that's right.  They put us in the cattle cars, and they put a little bit of water 
in, and they put also a big pot where somebody wants to go, excuse me, but adult people 
held it in.  And we brought along what we could to eat with us. 
 
INT:  Were you all in the same car? 
 
BETTY:  In the same car, yes. 
 
INT:  How many people were in the car? 
 
BETTY:  There must have been about maybe forty, sixty people in a cattle car.  There 
was not enough even to stretch your legs. 
 
INT:  You had to stand? 
 
BETTY:  No, we were, you were sort of like this, and sleeping also.  And one little 
window, you know, one, maybe one on one side, and one on the other side.  And they 
opened up once a day to empty that thing and to give you a little water.  They didn't fed 
you.  And it was not quite a week.  Quite a few days.  Quite a few.  I don't remember 
exactly. 
 
INT:  You lost track. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  And when we went down, I think I told you that a man in striped 
uniform, some Jews that were working, saw me. He says, "Little girl, say you're 
eighteen."  I don't know why he said it, but I didn't wait that they should even separate 
me.  Because they were talking that young girls they take for work.  So I was running, I 
didn't even say goodbye to my mother.  I was running, I figured, that's what is expected 
of me, so I was running towards my cousins.  So I never even saw the man who was 
saying right, left.  Never even saw them. Nobody stopped me.  There was such a crowd, 
so many people, so I just went with my cousins.  I don't know, maybe if I would have 
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come to him, maybe he wouldn't have even let me go there. I don't know.  But I went 
with my cousins. 
 
INT:  So you never said goodbye to your parents. 
 
BETTY:  Never said goodbye to my mother. 
 
INT:  What about your father? 
 
BETTY:  My father either.  My father I found the next day, I saw my father.  They were 
cleaning out the barrack, the barracks they were putting women.  There was 32 barracks, 
like in one, it went by A, B, C.  A Lager, C Lager.  I was in the C.  And they were 
cleaning out the men and putting in the women.  So a bunch of men was going and for a 
few minutes I saw my father, and he saw me.  I was like, he hardly recognized me, 
because I had no hair.  They right away, before they brought us in there, they took off our 
hair, took off our clothing.  That's all.  I had long hair, braids.  And they left one braid 
hanging, and they went like this, I should have pain.  That's what they did.  And they give 
us different clothing.  And only the shoes they left.  A lot of people had jewelry, money, 
in the heels, too.  But I had those shoes that I was hiding out and I went from the ghetto 
like I told you before?  I had, but I had nothing valuable in it.  That's what they left, the 
shoes.  
 
And then as I told you, the next day I saw my father, and I said, "I'm going to give," he 
said, "Are you hungry?"  He said, "Yes, do you have something?"  He asked me if I had 
something.  I said, "I have my bread, I can't eat it."  And by the time I went to fetch the 
bread, first of all, I didn't find it, somebody stole it -- he wasn't even there.  So this is, 
after that I never saw my father again. 
 
INT:  So what do you assume happened to your... 
 
BETTY:  My father? 
 
INT:  No, the two-and-a-half-year-old. 
 
BETTY:  He went with my mother to the gas chamber right away. It's known. 
 
INT:  You just assume that that's what happened. 
 
BETTY:  Oh, definitely that's what happened. 
 
INT:  You didn't meet anyone who told you. 
 
BETTY:  The lady who, they called her the Lager Elteste. Lager Elteste means, from our 
lager she was the, like the president or something.  The oldest.  Elteste, that means the 
oldest. She was in charge of us.  She used to say in German, "You see there the chimney?  
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This is where your parents are burning." And I figure she's here so long because she was 
the... 
 
INT:  Was that like a kapo? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, yeah, that's right.  They called them a kapo, yeah.  Well, there were 
kapos like every, they had those...where they slept, what do you call, the bunks?  So a 
couple bunks there was another kapo on us, you know?  Well, anyhow, I didn't pay 
attention to her, because I said to myself that she's already, she's there a few years.  She 
was a Slovak.  They took them before us.  So I figured, you know, she's not in her right 
mind.  It couldn't be something like that.  Even when we went by foot, when we came 
into that lager, so I saw outside burning, not even in the chimney.  I saw the chimney 
also, and the smoke.  But there was smoke, it was such a smell, smell from the bodies, 
but I didn't know it at that time, that they were, they didn't have enough ovens. So they 
were burning.  First they were gassing them, they were burning like that, too. 
 
INT:  Was that, did they do that in Birkenau? 
 
BETTY:  Well, in Birkenau. 
 
INT:  It was in Auschwitz itself? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I think in Birkenau is where they took our hair off.  But this burning was, 
yeah, around Birkenau, around Auschwitz. 
 
INT:  How long was it before you realized what was going on? 
 
BETTY:  I was already working, and we met people, you know, when they were 
evacuating, when then they were cleaning out the camps from different places.  You 
know, we met girls, and we were talking.  And this is the way they were talking.  And 
then I realized it. 
 
INT:  So that was near the end. 
 
BETTY:  Almost near the end.  Yeah.  I didn't know.  Maybe if I would have lived with 
that, I don't know if I would have been able to bear it.  You know, I still thought that, 
especially my father, I thought for sure that he's going to be alive.  And I'll tell you, he 
was alive maybe four weeks before.  He couldn't take the lice and the dirt, and he was 
with a brother together, and he said to his brother, "I have to go."  They were asking who 
wants to go to a better place, to a sanatorium.  And he said, "I'd better go."  And I was 
very angry at my uncle, may he rest in peace, because I said, "If you thought that that's 
not a good place, you should have done everything not to let him."  And for a time I 
didn't even want to talk to him.  And he begged me and he begged me that I should 
forgive him.  That he couldn't help it.  He wanted to go, so he let him go. I said, "If you 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 60 

knew that for you not to go, you should have done everything not to let him go."  He 
would have been maybe alive after the war. 
 
INT:  Do you feel that they knew that the crematoria was where they were going? 
 
BETTY:  I don't think he knew, otherwise maybe he wouldn't have gone.  I don't think 
he knew. 
 
INT:  How do you think people, well you were still a child, so I can understand, but the 
adults, they didn't know what was going on? 
 
BETTY:  There was people who were working around it, and there were people who 
came and they told them.  But I just knew what that lady said, and I thought that she's 
crazy. 
 
INT:  Because you were young. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah. 
 
(END TAPE THREE, SIDE ONE) 
 
(TAPE THREE, SIDE TWO) 
 
BETTY:  I was in Auschwitz from May -- it could have been the middle of May, I don't 
know the date exactly -- until around July.  That was my luck. 
 
INT:  So May, June, July.  Three months. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  But maybe two and a half months, three months. Because then I told you 
before I think, I mentioned that a man came in, in a white uniform, and he was selecting 
healthy girls to go to work.  And I was one of, amongst them, and I was tested for good 
eyes, and hands that can handle those things that they were making, lamps, and radio 
lamps, and airplanes those years.  And in the lamps on the bottom there was a little, like 
you know, they're putting in, like a little...how should I say, attached, like needles.  It was 
thicker than a needle, like nails, and then we had to, there was five little holes, and a little 
round glass, like a quarter big, and then we were putting that in the machine, and then 
there was a press, a gas, that it melted it, and with my foot I had to adjust it.  And then the 
other girl had to examine it if it's right.  And if, I got very sleepy one day, because -- 
actually one evening.  I was working night shift. And I was very sleepy.  And as I was 
working, I couldn't remember what to do, and it just went up to the ceiling, you know?  
And behind me the SS manager was looking.  He came and he said to the man who was 
in charge of the machines, he said, "She's sabotaging."  And he jumped, he was an older 
man, a man in his sixties, he jumped there and he says, "Let me see the machine."  And 
he looked at the machine, he says, "The machine is kaput."  You know what kaput is?  
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Broken.  And he says, I should go and sit there because he's going to fix the machine. But 
the machine wasn't, I'm telling you, I fell asleep. 
 
INT:  He saved you. 
 
BETTY:  He saved me.  I was this much to go to the crematorium.  To the chimney. 
 
INT:  That was a miracle, too. 
 
BETTY:  That's right.  Definitely.  Definitely.   
 
INT:  So where was the work camp? 
 
BETTY:  The work camp was, they called it Reichenbach.  We had to, we didn't have to 
walk too far.  First of all, let me tell you... 
 
INT:  You lived in Auschwitz, and they moved you? 
 
BETTY:  No, no, no, no.  Let me tell you, when after that, they came and we had to wait 
another four weeks until they actually came for us.  Then after the selection, and all the 
time, even the bad SS lady, she even spoke to us different. She spoke to us like we were 
already people.  Like we were a number, we were people.  Over there we were like trash.  
In Auschwitz.  But she used to, at that point she spoke to us, "Oh, you're going to have it 
very good there.  You're going to work in a nice lighted up factory.  You're going to go in 
a place where everybody's going to have a bed."  And we did.  But it was bunk beds, 
single bunk beds.  On the bottom was one and on the top was one.  And this is how it 
was.  And she told us all about it.  And of course, we didn't believe it, but she really, she 
spoke to us like to people.  Not to like to animals. 
 
And then one day it came, and they took us then to the Fertil, whatever you call it, that 
they gave us baths, in Birkenau.  They gave us showers.  Now you see, we didn't know, 
because we took the showers, we didn't think that something, you know, is going to 
happen.  And gave us soap.  We didn't have no soap that time.  And they gave us gray 
dresses. Everybody had like uniform, gray dresses, with a, something to tie.  And then we 
said goodbye to the rest of them.  Like I said, I was separated from my cousin, because I 
didn't want to change with her, you remember I told you?  And... 
 
INT:  Was that on tape, that story? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Yes.  And then they gave us a piece of bread. Now you see, there was 
like a loaf, like a brick, loaf of bread.  And they sliced that in four.  And one fourth 
everybody was supposed to get.  Now then we realized how much they took off in 
Auschwitz for us.  Who took it off?  The girls who were in charge of it.  They took a slice 
off from every, for themselves.  Everybody could have eaten more.  But when we went 
over there, I think the Germans had already a hand in it, and we got regular pieces, a 
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fourth bread, a piece of margarine, and that was, and they gave us, and they put us in, we 
had to walk, and we came to a railroad station.  And you know, since I was home, I didn't 
see, they put us in a regular railroad.  And that was, we saw that we're going in a good 
place.  But of course, no German went in that.  That was specially for us.  For I think 
three hundred girls.  A regular railroad.  You had nice leather seating and everything. 
Beautiful.  
 
And we came that night, we didn't get anything to eat, but they put us on hay.  That's 
where we slept.  And then we went in new barracks.  Everything smelled of new.  It was 
summer, and it smelled of fresh wood.  And we had we could have taken a shower.  Of 
course, it wasn't warm, but showers, and as I said, we had a piece of soap.  And I don't 
remember.  I don't think we had something to wipe ourselves.  I don't remember that.  But 
anyhow, it was a change from Auschwitz.  
 
And we worked, we had one day off.  Six days we worked, and we had one day off.  
And...but as I said, I worked nights, and two weeks like night, and then it changed to day 
time.  But most of the time I worked at night.  And even the food was already a little 
different.  They gave us a bowl in which we had the food.  I mean, not like over there 
they give us only a pot, whatever.  It wasn't porcelain, but a white bowl.  They gave us a 
spoon, and that we didn't see in Auschwitz.  So we were more like...They gave a number.  
A lot of people had on their wrist, over here the number.  Instead I had just a hanging 
one. 
 
INT:  So you've never had it tattooed. 
 
BETTY:  No, I just threw it away, I was so.  But I shouldn't have.  Everybody had a 
number.  I should have kept the number, but after, I just didn't want to even know about 
it. 
 
And oh, you say about miracles.  While I was there, first of all, as I was there in the 
barracks and we went to the, it was like the German said, the lady, that's the way it's 
going to be, we're going to be more like people.  And of course we were separated.  We 
couldn't see the Germans, or there were Polish people.  We couldn't come together with 
them.  And we were also under, they were counting us.  Before we left and after we left.  
We all were counted. 
 
INT:  So you had to line up. 
 
BETTY:  Line up, yes.  We lined up. 
 
INT:  To make sure no one escaped. 
 
BETTY:  Right.  And then we had, we had one lady, a Jewish lady, she was from 
Holland.  Holland, then later on she was in Germany.  She was in charge of us inside.  
We didn't have already the German.  The German just came, you know, a German was 
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outside watching us.  We had like two barracks, and this was where we were.  And 
nobody there escaped.  I don't know, maybe there were electric, I guess maybe there were 
electric wires, but nobody even, you know, tried to escape from there. And there were a 
little more kinder, you know, when they spoke to us.  But we had to stay in line.  Like 
you see what happened. 
 
And another big miracle happened to me again.  Because when they were giving the 
soup, in those white bowls, maybe I was there a few months already.  And when there 
was a little left over, the lady, she was from my hometown, but I didn't know her home, 
and she gave for the children, the children who were under eighteen, she gave, they called 
it the children, they gave a little extra.  So there were a few from Holland, they kept to 
themselves.  They were Jews, but they were not from, you know, our town. 
 
INT:  They were more from Western Europe rather than Eastern. 
 
BETTY:  They were from Holland.  So, like I was there, and she was a tall girl, taller 
than me, and husky.  She might have been even nineteen, but you know, maybe she was 
eighteen, I don't know.  She was just a tall, husky girl.  And I was putting my, you know, 
waiting like this, and she put her bowl on top of mine.  And if she put it on top of mine, I 
put it on top of hers.  Anyhow, as I reached to put it on top of hers, I knocked her glasses.  
And her glasses fell, and they broke. The next day, the Germans had to fix her glasses, 
she should be able to work.  That was called sabotage.  That's another reason to put me 
away. 
 
And they had to tell the Germans.  First she went to the Jewish lady, and the Jewish lady 
had to, you know, there was no such thing as deny it.  And right away it's sabotage.  So 
the next morning, when we came from work -- because at night I was working -- right 
away the German lady had, I had to step out, and she had to step out.  And what did we 
have to say for ourselves?  And the broken German, because I wasn't that perfect in 
German, I said, "Can you imagine me, look at me and look at her, that I should have did 
something wrong with her?"  I said, "The glasses, she dropped and they fell."  I didn't tell 
her that I knocked it out.  I said, "Yeah, because she said that I fought with her."  Which I 
didn't.  I said, "Could you imagine me?  I would be afraid to touch her.  Look at my size 
and her size."  Then they asked if somebody saw.  And they knew that it was by the, in 
the kettle, where they gave the extra food.  So the lady who was, I had cousins, and I had 
aunts, nobody there to say something in favor of me.  Even my cousins, and they were 
there.  But this lady -- and I didn't forget her after the concentration camp, and she was 
survived -- she stepped out, and she spoke in my behalf. 
 
INT:  The woman from Holland. 
 
BETTY:  No!  No.  The woman from Hust.  The woman from Holland, no. 
 
INT:  Who is this woman?  This is a woman you didn't talk about before.  You said 
somebody stepped out. 
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BETTY:  Well, she was the one who was in charge of the food, and she spoke in my 
favor.  And she spoke a better German yet, and she spoke in my favor, and well, I had to 
be punished, so they punished me that it was very bitter cold, I should stay I don't know 
how many hours, outside, at night.  But that was better than going to the crematorium.  
So that was also a miracle.  That was also a miracle. 
 
INT:  So somebody was watching over you. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  
 
INT:  Let me just go back to when you were in Auschwitz.  You said you were with your 
cousins.  Is that the kind of support, were you supportive of each other? 
 
BETTY:  Well, we were, you know, we were so close that even the bread what they gave 
us, she kept.  Like she said, "Let's eat half at night, and half in the morning."  A lot of 
people, as soon as they got the bread, they finished it.  And the next day nothing.  In the 
morning they gave a little bit, it looked like coffee, it wasn't coffee.  Some kind of a 
warm thing.  And then they gave, they gave some kind of a soup once a day, which a lot 
of times was...little pebbles in it, dirty.  And if there was a potato in it, they got so wild, 
they went with their hands in, to reach out for the potatoes.  People got wild.  I saw 
people getting, my age people, like out of their mind.  And they took them and put them 
under, they had to wait until after the counting, after the Tzel Appel, they called it.   
 
INT:  What did they call it? 
 
BETTY:  They called it Tzel Appel.  Tzel, that means counting. 
 
INT:  Appel, it's like almost French, a call. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  So.  So they had to wait, and then the older people, older, how older, an 
old person wasn't in the lager. They took him to the chimney.  But people like, you know, 
not teenagers.  She was a young girl.  Like in the thirties and the forties, you know, who 
were able to work.  So they took the girl and they put her under the spigot, water.  I don't 
know why.  They put some cold water over her head, she should... 
 
INT:  Calm down. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah. 
 
INT:  Was it the food, the hunger, was what made them that way? 
 
BETTY:  Of course.  The hunger and the loneliness.  But as I said, we were in 
Auschwitz, we were four cousins.  One was the older, she was a sister to the one who is 
still alive in Cleveland.  But she was from one father, not from the same mother. The 
younger one was a sister to her from one mother, but not from one father.  Because my 
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aunt is like that, her husband passed away.  She married a brother-in-law.  And then he 
came to America, he passed away here, too.  So she remarried again, so she was married 
three times.  And there was all these children. 
 
INT:  Did all of the cousins survive?  You said there were four of you. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, there were four of us, right.  Well, I survived, and the two cousins.  The 
fourth cousin, I told you that she didn't make it, because she... 
 
INT:  You lived because she didn't, right? 
 
BETTY:  No, see, they selected me, they didn't select her.  And the sister said, "Listen, 
you have nobody here.  You're sisters.  You go back." 
 
INT:  Selected you for... 
 
BETTY:  To go to work.  So she wanted I should change with her.  And I said yes.  And 
then something got, I had a feeling here that I'm doing the wrong thing, that if I was 
selected, I should go there.  You really didn't know at that time if it was going to be good 
or bad.  But I changed my mind.  And she was, a year she didn't speak to me, the cousin. 
 
INT:  The cousin who... 
 
BETTY:  The cousin who her sister, I didn't change with her sister.  She loved her older 
sister.  She was torn.  The older sister wanted that she should stay with her, and the 
younger sister wanted she should stay with her.  And she chose the older sister. 
 
INT:  And then the sister was taken to...the barracks? 
 
BETTY:  Back to the barracks.  Back to Auschwitz.  And we went on... 
 
INT:  And you went on to work.  And then she didn't survive. 
 
BETTY:  (Whispers) She didn't, no. 
 
INT:  And you said that her sister never could forgive you for a long time? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, but then later on... 
 
INT:  She understood. 
 
BETTY:  She understood. 
 
INT:  That must have been hard.  But it was like self-preservation, too, I mean.  How did 
you, tell me about your feelings about that.  When you heard that... 
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BETTY:  One thing, I have no bad feeling about it.  Because I survived is, this is my 
destination.  This is where I was selected.  And if I would have gone back, that means I 
wasn't sure if I would have come back.  I might have.  This was one of the best transports 
that I went to.  Because in that lager.  And I don't know if I would have even survived.  I 
was a very thin, skinny girl, a fifteen-year-old one.  Which I was, my mother babied me 
and everything.  In the ghetto she washed my hair yet.  I didn't wash my hair myself.  
That's how... 
 
INT:  So you were really babied, you say.  She really did things for you. 
 
BETTY:  Right. 
 
INT:  Wanted you to be well taken care of. 
 
BETTY:  Exactly. 
 
INT:  How did that affect you when you went to Auschwitz?  You were completely on 
your own.  Was that a problem for you? 
 
BETTY:  I told you, faith.  I had in my mind that G-d will help me, and I asked G-d, I 
want to survive, and I want to see my mother and father.  And I had very strong feeling 
about it.  And this is what really... 
 
INT:  You learned to take care of yourself more, too. 
 
BETTY:  Yes, yes.   
 
INT:  Quickly. 
 
BETTY:  Yes, quickly.  It's like, you know, when you throw, my son used to tell me, 
when you take something, and you throw something, like a bird or something in the 
water.  It starts swimming.  It doesn't know how to swim, but it started.  It wants to 
survive.  That's how I just wanted to survive. 
 
INT:  What were the barracks like? 
 
BETTY:  Well, it's like for horses, really.  In fact, well, I don't know if they built it for 
horses.  I guess they built it for us.  In the middle, it was like empty.  And on one side 
were bunk beds.  But the bunk beds were made, we must have been about twelve people.  
And there were three...three layers like in the bottom, and in the middle, and on top.  And 
I went to a lager, to a concentration camp in Germany, not in Germany, in Austria, to see.  
And I saw those bunk beds.  To me at that time they looked so big.  And when I saw 
them, they were so tiny.  It wasn't that big.  But I know when one had to move, all of 
them had to move.  Like sardines, all of them had to move. 
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INT:  How many people were in a bunk?  Women were in a bunk? 
 
BETTY:  To me it looked like six on one side, six on the other side.  And the feet, you 
know, just like sardines we were packed. 
 
INT:  Did they have blankets for you or anything? 
 
BETTY:  Blankets, yeah, yeah.  Everybody was pulling.  They had some kind of a 
blanket.  How do I remember they had blankets?  Because there were some people who 
were trying to steal a blanket.  My uncle, that's what I heard, because he stole a blanket, 
they hung him.  My mother's brother.  That's what I heard later on, you know, from 
people.  Yeah, they had blankets. 
 
INT:  How could you handle all these dehumanizing [things]?  Do you remember what 
got you to cope with all these dehumanizing things?  The hair being shaved, living in 
those kinds of conditions, starving? 
 
BETTY:  Hope.  Faith.  Hope and faith that one day it's gonna...hope and faith. 
 
INT:  And how was your health there? 
 
BETTY:  I wasn't sick. 
 
INT:  Off tape you said you didn't even remember having a cold. 
 
BETTY:  First of all I was young.  And you know, I was lucky. I always see those 
miracles what happened to me.  In that lager, in that camp, the lager is camp, in that camp 
that where I had that bunks and I said where we were working -- by the way we didn't 
have far that time to the factory to walk. There I had from shavings, from wood shavings, 
we had pillows.  Of course there was no pillow cases.  (laughs)  And it's like...you know, 
like a sack.  They put it in, and that's where we put it, that was our pillow.  And I put my 
shoes -- I was afraid that somebody would steal it -- I put them under my, and I must 
have slept...under the pillow.  Not in that thing, but under that pillow.  I must have slept 
very tight, very good, because it was stolen from me.  And then they gave me, you know, 
like the Hollanders have? 
 
INT:  The wooden shoes? 
 
BETTY:  The wooden shoes.  And believe it or not, those wooden shoes saved my feet.  
My cousin had beautiful shoes that she had from home.  Both of my cousins.  They got 
frostbite, and they had trouble after concentration camp, they had trouble with their feet. 
 
INT:  The wooden shoes protected you from the cold. 
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BETTY:  That's what I think.  Because on the wood, the snow was piling up, and I was 
like on top of the snow, you know?  See, when you put leather, leather, somehow it's 
surrounded... 
 
INT:  So it goes in. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  And these shoes were thick, you know. So the frost didn't get to them. 
 
INT:  Another miracle. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Definitely.  Definitely. 
 
INT:  How did, you said you had faith.  But could you actually call it a Jewish, a Jewish 
feeling of G-d that gave you this faith? 
 
BETTY:  I don't know if I told you before.  If yes, stop me. I told you that my 
grandmother used to come in the morning and say prayers with me in the morning.  And 
she went to the other aunt and say with the children.  Well, I did not, you cannot say the 
prayer if your hands are not, your nails or hands are not washed.  You can't pray if your 
hands are not washed.  So I was waiting after the Tzel Appel, like I told you they were 
counting.  After then they said, you know, we were free, and I went into the washroom, 
and I washed my hands, and then, the three, four of us, and then we ate our portion of 
bread.  And always somebody had to, you know, had to keep the bread, they shouldn't 
steal it, you know?  They like hung it on themself, and tied it.  So my oldest cousin, she 
kept it.  But what I want to say, until I didn't say the prayers, I didn't eat. Now, was I 
hungry or not?  But I didn't eat until I said the prayer.  Till this day I say this prayer.  But 
you're asking about faith.  So I still, a lot of people say, well, where is G-d?  Look, he 
took away my mother and father.  I don't know where I'm at, I don't know what's going to 
be with me.  That means they lost faith, right?  And I didn't eat until I didn't pray.   
 
INT:  So that prayer that your grandmother taught you stayed with you during these 
terrible times. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  And when Yom Kippur was, I don't know how the girls, either the men 
threw something over, and they had a siddur or something, they knew somehow when the 
holidays was. And we fasted. 
 
INT:  This was at the work camp. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  That was at that work camp where I worked.  And one night I was eating, 
I was never, excuse me, throwing up, even when I was pregnant with my children.  I was 
nauseous, but never threw up.  And I ate at night, it was already like in August, and close 
to the holidays.  And in those kettles, it stayed, because midnight they gave us the food, 
you know?  And it got sour.  But I was hungry, so I ate it.  And after that, excuse me, I 
couldn't help it but just my mouth like opened. And I was wondering, because the 
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Germans didn't say anything, you know?  I was trying to clean it up, or they had it 
cleaned up.  But everything...and I had a little bread and it was like the next day, the next 
day it was Yom Kippur.  And my stomach was empty.  So I wasn't going to eat.  I saved 
the bread.  At that time they gave you already potatoes sometimes, and I saved that for at 
night.  And there was ovens there, and I put it on top, like as I told you those gas flames 
that we were working with.  And that did me a lot of good that I didn't eat.  You know, 
because otherwise I wouldn't have got back. 
 
INT:  You were like poisoned. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  Like if it wouldn't have been Yom Kippur, if I wouldn't have fasted, I 
would have eaten.  Because you know, you're hungry.  But because it was Yom Kippur, I 
didn't eat, because of the holiday.  It settled my stomach. 
 
INT:  Has the issue of food now, is that an issue for you, now with like wasting food?  
Could you talk to me about… 
 
BETTY:  Definitely.  First of all, about food, constantly the girls were talking, and 
recipes exchanging.  And you know, you're hungry, and that's all you hear.  When they're 
going to survive, what they're going to bake, and what they're going to make, and what 
they were going to eat.  That was constantly in the concentration camp.  Constantly.  And 
how they're going to make, and how did they...And about wasting, well, I, to this day, I 
don't like to waste.  I make something, I put it in the freezer.  And when I see my 
children, G-d bless them, when they waste, I say, I just can't take it.  Many times I'll say 
to my daughter-in-laws, "Give me the challah that is hard, and I'll make bread crumbs out 
of it."  But I don't throw out.  Something I'll leave in the refrigerator if I missed 
something, I'll make like a stew out of it or something.  But I'm never going to waste 
food. 
 
(PAUSE) 
 
INT:  Other than your cousins, did you have any other relationships with other people? 
 
BETTY:  In the camp, as I said, I was working nights, and they were working days, so 
we didn't see each other, only that one day that we saw each other when we had one day 
off.  
 
INT:  You're talking about the work camp. 
 
BETTY:  The work camp, yes.  And you asked me about relationships.  There was one 
lady, she was a lawyer survived, and she had no children, and she was very kind to me. In 
fact, in the concentration camp, by hand, she was making bras.  I don't know where she 
got the...she knew Polish, and somehow she got it from a piece of cloth.  And my first bra 
she made in the concentration camp. 
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INT:  When you were in Auschwitz. 
 
BETTY:  Not in Auschwitz, in the work camp.  And I didn't have really what to put that 
in, but I saved it.  And she wanted me to, she found her brother after the concentration 
camp, after the liberation, he was an English soldier.  And she wanted me to go with 
them.  Now you can see how nice she was to me.  But I, you know, again, I'll tell you 
why I didn't go with her. She was a very educated lady.  She spoke with the soldiers, she 
spoke English.  She was able to converse with the soldiers, with the American soldiers.  
And very fine.  I knew I would have had it very good going with her.  And do you know 
why I didn't go with her?  Because she did not keep the Sabbath, and she was not 
religious.  And I saw myself going the other way, and I couldn't, that's why I didn't go 
with her. 
 
INT:  Talk a little more about that aspect, of your wanting to hang onto... 
 
BETTY:  To my religion. 
 
INT:  To the traditions, and the religious aspect.  That pull to the other side that you 
resisted. 
 
BETTY:  Right.  She, as I said, this lady was very nice to me. Sometimes it was very 
cold, she said I should come and sleep with her.  The little bunk was really very narrow, 
but you know, because of the cold.  And we understood each other, and she was very 
kind to me.  And then, we really stayed together. But when it came to, I never saw her, 
never saw her anymore. But I felt very bad, because I liked her.  But I chose the other 
way, because first of all I thought maybe I'll find my father, too.  She said that they would 
look to see if my father's alive, but I didn't like the idea that she wasn't keeping the 
Sabbath. 
 
INT:  So it was important for you to hang on to the religious aspects that you could 
observe?  Do you connect that in some way to your survival? 
 
BETTY:  Yes, definitely. 
 
You asked me about friends.  In Auschwitz, there was a lady, a Gentile from Holland, 
who they put in the camp because she was hiding out Jews.  She saw I was a kid and she 
didn't feel good.  She wanted to give her bread to me.  And I understood her because the 
Dutch language was somewhat like broken German. 
 
(END TAPE THREE, SIDE TWO) 
 
(TAPE FOUR, SIDE ONE) 
 
BETTY:  "...Child, eat this bread.  You're young, you have to survive.  I lived my life."  
And as hungry as I was, and as honest as today is Tuesday, I was hungry but I said, "You 
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know, it's very kind of you, and I really appreciate it, but you're older.  I'm young.  I'll 
survive.  You need that nourishment."  I didn't take it. 
 
(Pause) 
 
INT:  Going back again to Auschwitz, what was your routine during the day? 
 
BETTY:  Well, in Auschwitz it was very hot there.  In May in the morning, it was very 
cold, even for summer.  It was cold, and we came out, and we had to, when something 
didn't go right, we had to kneel on the pebble stones there.  Because they were counting.  
And they miscounted.  I don't think that people ran away from there or escaped, or 
something, but anyhow.  Something they didn't like, they just...I don't know how you'd 
call it, when you hit an animal? 
 
INT:  A whip. 
 
BETTY:  A whip, yes.  I got one for no reason at all.  She had a bad mood.  I figured, I 
won't survive.  I thought, even if I survive, my lungs, something is going to be wrong 
with my lungs, because I was thin and tall.  And I got a whip for no reason at all, from the 
German lady.   She just went like this and whoever she found. 
 
And we were talking, we had nothing to do.  We didn't...we were not working in 
Auschwitz.  There were some that went to the kitchen to work, and put in their panties 
some extra things that they brought.  But I had nobody, no relatives that I knew who 
worked there, or knew people who were in charge.  We had only whatever we got.  And 
in the morning, we were just talking to each other and talking.  And what we'll do if we 
survive and how long... 
 
INT:  So you had no routine. 
 
BETTY:  In Auschwitz we didn't do much.  But then when we came to the work camp, 
that was a different story.   
 
INT:  Do you know what the work camp was called, so we can identify? 
 
BETTY:  Well, it was a...in that camp, first of all, I was in Reichenbach.  That's what the 
town was called, the little town.  It was the radio telephone company.  I think they're still 
manufacturing that brand.  Radio telephones, maybe in Germany, I don't know where.  
Years ago I found here they made radio telephones, radios, and this is what they are 
called.  You know something?   I asked money from them for compensation?  They made 
me sign.  They gave me $400 and made me sign.  Take it or leave it. 
 
INT:  Was this in... 
 
BETTY:  After the war. 
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INT:  No, I mean, where was the work camp located? 
 
BETTY:  In Reichenbach. 
 
INT:  That's in Germany or Poland? 
 
BETTY:  I think that's Polish.  Polish, yeah. 
 
INT:  Okay, then...I was going to ask about any witnessing of death directly. 
 
BETTY:  Well, in Auschwitz girls died and you were like going over them, the bodies.  
And I was such a scary little girl when I was home, but see how I got?  Shall I tell you it 
didn't bother me, it bothered me, but we're alive, and that's how I took it. 
 
INT:  Did you see anybody tortured?  Or they just died of starvation? 
 
BETTY:  I don't know how they died. 
  
INT:  Torture or hunger? 
 
BETTY:  I don't know. I didn't see. 
 
INT:  And the deaths that were most painful for you were what?  What deaths were the 
most painful? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I didn't witness.  I saw a couple bodies lying a few times.  But I know 
there were sick girls in the camp. They took them away and you never see them no more.  
And you know that they must have...you know. 
 
INT:  Okay, let's go back to the work camp.  How long were you in the work camp 
before liberation? 
 
BETTY:  I was in Auschwitz, I told you, about two and a half to three months.  From 
there they took me, in August I was already in the work camp, and I stayed there until 
mid-winter, before the really cold came.  They took us four kilometers away from the 
city.  They called it the "Sportschule."  Sportschule means that you know, where they, I 
don't know, they're working out for sports or something.  And schule is a school. 
 
INT:  Sportschule. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, the Sportschule.  This camp they needed for the barracks, for the people 
who were running away from the Russians, because the Russians were coming, so they 
needed the place for them. 
 
INT:  The non-Jews. 
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BETTY:  Yes.  You know they were running away, so they needed. 
 
INT:  As the Russians started to occupy land, move in more. 
 
BETTY:  Right.  It was a big place.  But of course, it wasn't already the place that we 
were in.  It was dirty, and it was different bunks that were just set up, and the food 
already wasn't as good. 
 
INT:  Was this nearby the town? 
 
BETTY:  It was four kilometers out of the city.  Every morning we had to, in the snow 
and the rain we had to walk. 
 
INT:  Four kilometers. 
 
BETTY:  Four kilometers in the morning and in the...yes. 
 
INT:  Did you have coats then? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, they gave us coats.  They gave us coats.  They gave us coats in the camp 
yet, in the nicer camp where we were.  And then we already knew.  I guess people, there 
were some Germans maybe that they spoke -- not to me -- that the Russians, or some 
girls, maybe they got ahold of a paper or something, you know, that the Russians are 
nearing.  One day we heard the bombing.  And you felt very close by, because you felt 
the bunks.  And you know something?  You would think: Oh, I'm afraid that a bomb is 
going to come.  We were singing, we were vivacious yet!  If we die, we don't care!  It's 
liberation.  We were...it was a holiday, it was Yom Tov, the bombing.  And I'll tell you, if 
the Americans would have bombed, they could have saved a lot of girls.  They didn't 
come and bomb.  Because if they would have bombed a few of them, the rest would have 
been still more alive.  If they would have bombed Auschwitz in August, a lot of people 
would have been saved.  Millions, maybe.   
 
And anyhow, but they didn't let us.  They took...a hundred kilometers we were walking 
by foot in the snow.  They didn't leave us in that Sportschule.  One day they took us in 
the spring.  It wasn't spring, it was like in February. 
 
INT:  You moved into the Sportschule in the winter and you were there.  And then come 
spring...? 
 
BETTY:  It wasn't spring.  We must have gone to the Sportschule in January, sometime 
in January, and we were there maybe six weeks.  And in Europe the winter is long, and so 
they took us.  They gave us one ration of bread, extra bread.  And we were walking for 
100 kilometers straight.  And then we came into a place they called it Porto. It was a 
place... 
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INT:  Porto. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  That must have been already the Czech.  It wasn't really 
Czechoslovakia, because the Germans were there, but the Czechs used to live.  Maybe 
the Sudeten, you know? Bohemia, because we went into a couple.  We stayed a few days.  
We didn't see snow there already as much.  And we stayed there for a while, and then 
they took us and they put us in open cattle cars, and somehow the girls figured out that 
it's Purim.  Don't ask me how, but they knew. 
 
INT:  Your cousins? 
 
BETTY:  No, not my cousins.  No.  See, they knew even how to figure -- I didn't know -- 
but they knew that it was Purim.  And it was late February or March.  They stopped in 
one place, there was a river, and we found cattle cars with dead bodies.  I don't know 
what they did, men or women, what they did to them in those cars.  But later on we found 
out that they were thinking what to do with us, because the Russians were coming. It was 
also just a miracle that they didn't kill us, either. They didn't give us no food, we didn't 
have any food, and we stayed there overnight, even, just like this.  And it was snowing.  
We were catching the snow like that, and then it went on.  We stayed there like overnight.   
 
In the morning they were waiting for orders, we asked.  There were Polish people who 
were watching us.  They had rifles and everything.  So they said they were waiting for 
orders what they're going to do.  So then later on we figured out, what to do with us.  But 
they changed their mind and they took us further.  We came in, from them we came to 
another concentration camp, and we stayed in that camp until we were liberated. 
 
INT:  What was the name of that camp? 
 
BETTY:  Zalzwedel.  
 
INT:  Is that with a Z? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  I think I have a picture to show you. 
 
INT:  Zalzweder? 
 
BETTY:  Zalzwedel.  Just the way you say it, that's the way it's written.  Zalzwedel. 
(Note: the spelling is “Salzwedel.”) 
 
INT:  Did the women who were with you survive all this?  It was a long, cold march. 
 
BETTY:  Some of them, yes.  I told you there they didn't survive.  They took them away 
and you didn't see them no more.  But I told you I didn't even catch a cold.   
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INT:  That is really a miracle, isn't it?  Considering how easy it is to catch cold now like 
you have.  (laughs) 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  And with very little food, too.  You know, it's surprising how much a 
person can go on without food.  Just you have something, a little bit of water you 
can...you know. 
 
INT:  Well, you also mentioned to me off tape, I think that you had a very deep desire to 
survive. 
 
BETTY:  Yes, definitely. Yes. 
 
INT:  Very strong. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  I had a very strong feeling that I want to survive, I want to see my 
parents.  And like I'll be like the hero that I survived, that's the way I felt.  And I wanted 
to be that hero, that I was able to do it.  And you know something, what went through my 
head?  That as a child of fifteen, sixteen then, that I want to get married and I want to 
bring a new generation, and I want to show that there's still some Jews.  Because to me, 
I'll never forget.  I snuck out from the barracks and I...you weren't allowed to do that in 
the evening, like twilight in Auschwitz.  And I said to myself -- nobody was there, just 
myself, and I said -- "The only place there is really Jews is in America, because all over 
Europe they took the Jews.  The only place is in America.  And I want to be the one to, 
you know, to be able to talk to them, to be able to survive." 
 
So we came in that camp and we stayed for a while.  Working, we didn't work already, 
because we knew the Russians were coming.  And the Russians...we didn't know so much 
about the Americans.  We thought the Russians.  But lucky for me it was not the 
Russians who liberated me, but the Americans.  Oh, very much so, because the Russians 
didn't behave right. 
 
INT:  Really?  What did they... 
 
BETTY:  You didn't hear what the Russians did?  The Russians were, what they did to 
the girls? 
 
INT:  Raped? 
 
BETTY:  Raped them, yes.  And a lot of girls, and even the Czechs, the ones where we 
came already, living in Czechoslovakia, their children, without really wanting them, 
because they raped them.  You know, for years they didn't see women, and so that's what 
they did.  Varishna, is a woman.  That's what they did.  They were like animals.  They 
didn't care if it's Jewish or... 
 
INT:  Or what you looked like.  Starved. 
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BETTY:  No.  Now what the Americans did... 
 
INT:  The Americans liberated you. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Oh, I can tell you, that in our camp, you know, with all kinds of girls.  
There were some that knew even how American, I wouldn't even know what an 
American flag looked like.  She took all kinds of colors from rags, dresses, and she made 
an American flag, you know?  Because the Americans are coming.  We saw by that time 
it was spring already.  And I was liberated April the 14th.  I'll never forget that date.  I 
don't have to put it on the calendar.  We looked and we saw, they were so down, the 
airplanes, that you could see... 
 
INT:  The insignia on the plane. 
 
BETTY:  You know something?  Yeah, we saw the planes, but still they didn't... 
 
INT:  Bomb. 
 
BETTY:  They didn't bomb.  They were just looking out where the camps are.  And even 
later on we heard what they wanted to do with the camps.  You know who said it?  One 
of the Germans they captured said, "Aren't you lucky?  You were supposed to be..."  Not 
bombed, but, they were supposed to make a fire with all the girls in there, or something 
by electric wire. 
 
INT:  The Germans were planning to do this. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  But they didn't have time because all of a sudden we see Americans.  
They opened up the gates.  And I was afraid even to go.  I stayed like frozen, you know.  
And the girls went with -- flowers they didn't have there -- but they made them from 
material.  They were working before with material, and the American flag.  And the first 
day when we were liberated -- see what the Americans did?  I never ate, since home I 
didn't eat no donuts.  And I don't know where they brought donuts, but everybody had, 
you know, a sugar-coated donut.  That taste till I live I'll never forget.  I don't eat donuts 
now, but the taste of that donut I'll never forget.  You couldn't get no more than one.  
Everybody got one, no matter how you tried.  Everybody had one donut.  And they set up 
a kitchen.  They took away from the Germans the food, they set up a kitchen, and they 
gave us food right away.  You know what they did when we were liberated?  They said, 
"Now you can..."  Some Jewish men were also liberated, and they had a lot of feelings 
towards, because of the Jewish girls, they saw what's happening.  But even the non-
Jewish, they were very nice.  They handed out chocolate, they handed out chewing gum 
for the girls.   
 
But see, isn't it a miracle?  A young girl, and I was afraid, we were eating food, and they 
gave you food as much as you wanted.  And I ate just enough until I figured I don't need 
no more.  I didn't stretch my stomach and overate.  The people who overate, they got 
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sick.  They got typhus.  My cousin did.  And lucky for me that I...I figured, I'm alone and 
I have nobody to take care of myself.  I have to take care of myself.  Not to eat, that's a 
big discipline.  They tell me I'm still disciplined. 
 
INT:  Disciplined about food, or about everything in your life? 
 
BETTY:  No, about food.  
 
INT:  (laughs)  
 
BETTY:  Not all the time, but sometimes.  That's what they tell me, that I'm disciplined.  
I disciplined myself, I wasn't sick.  My cousin was sick, and a lot of people got sick 
because they ate too much.  They brought in even sweets, and I tasted a little bit, and I 
figured I don't want to get sick.  And right after, I saw people getting sick.  The same day, 
when they came in.  They came in like in the morning, and they said, because there were 
some girls who understand English.  I told you that that lady also, she was educated even 
back home.  Two people that I know among us spoke English, they were able to.  That 
we are open, we should go to the Germans, to the homes, and we should whatever we can 
for us, we should take.  I didn't want to go.  I was afraid that there is still going to be a 
German somewhere who would shoot me.  Not that I'm sorry to take something away.  
He said, "There's only so many hours, then you won't be able to go.  You can go and take 
whatever you see.  And there's no such thing that they're going to...and there's plenty of 
soldiers out, so you don't have to be afraid."  By that time my cousin spoke to me already, 
you know?  And the older cousin, she had frozen feet.  She wasn't able even to walk.  So 
she said to her sister, "You go, Betty."  They called me, not Betty.  I became Betty in 
Philadelphia.  "Go."  You know what they called it?  "Organizing."  You're "organizing" 
things.  So I couldn't say no.  I wanted to belong, I want now that she's speaking to me 
already, I want to be with them.  So I went with her.   
 
We come into the, we were sort of out of the city a little bit, four kilometers sort of, and 
we come in the city, and there was a hotel.  Both of us run in the hotel, and I see there is a 
pocketbook, you know, like a sports bag, leather of course, you know, fine leather.  And I 
get hold of this, and I figured I have already.  I'm not going to look for more.  Helen, her 
name was, I says, "Helen, do you have?"  She says, "Come on," and she took some 
tableware, I don't know if it was silver.  I guess it was silver.  Like forks, knives, and she 
saw a suitcase, and she put some clothing in.  Clothing.  I wasn't interested, really.  I said 
to myself, and I told her, "I'm young and if I survive at all, I'm gonna (?).  I don't need. I 
want to see my parents, my relatives or somebody."  I wasn't interested in material things.  
Material things didn't bother me.  Not even the cousin in Cleveland.  The older one, she 
wanted that we should have something.  So she was lugging the suitcase and I was going 
like that.  Well, I didn't open it until we came there.  People came, brought, went back.  
So what do you think?  The most expensive things was in my bag.  There was money, 
like $500, it wasn't dollars, it was, what do you call that German money.  Was a nice 
wallet, a leather wallet, a thermometer, scissors, a pair of stockings.  The lady was 
fleeing.  She just dropped it and ran.  An SS lady.  There was a diamond little necklace.  
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My cousin still has it; I gave it to her.  There was a silver pen and pencil.  Silver or gold, I 
don't remember, because I didn't keep it.  I'll tell you later what I did with it.  And what 
else was there?  Was a ring.  One ring, it wasn't gold, it was just gold... 
 
INT:  Filled. 
 
BETTY:  Gold-filled.  I think I still have it.  So we came and we opened it up, and I don't 
remember what else, but important things.  Now I gave it to her.  "Here, this is what I 
organized."  So she opens it up, shows what's all about, and says, "Well, now let's share."  
I said, "You can have the whole thing.  I don't want it."  "You want to have something." 
So I said, "All right.  Give me the ring.  It's not a gold ring."  The necklace she got.  
That's money.  You need it. Keep together.  I don't know what happened to it.  There was 
a silver, I guess for cigarettes, but I left it all to my cousin.  It didn't bother me.  I felt I'm 
already more closer now that I've shared it.  (laughs) 
 
INT:  You think you did that because she wasn't talking to you, to make up for...? 
 
BETTY:  To get warmer, you know.  The older, she always spoke to me, the older.  She 
was never...what I found out later, this is what the sister said -- I was named after her 
mother.  She lost her mother and she stayed with my grandmother because she was an 
orphan.  She lost her mother and father, and because I was named after her mother, she 
was not too kind to me, but she was not like, she didn't show that much.  But sort of, 
that's what this one said, "What do you think, she loved you?  She didn't love you 
because you're named after her."  She used to buy me, because she was older, little gifts.  
I didn't really have the feeling that she did, but this is what I heard later on.  She spoke to 
me in camp, although the other didn't.  She spoke to me. 
 
They gave us, because some people had already their periods, so they gave us, not like 
here they have paper Kotex.  Over there was material.  It's something like a knit.  And I 
used to take and open up that thing and make stockings from it.  You know, with a 
needle.  I got a needle someplace and I started to make like mittens and I gave them.  I 
made shawls from that because I didn't use it.  I didn't need it.  I didn't have my period 
anyhow.  Just to make, you know. 
 
And then we traveled all together with the cousins.  We became more friendly. 
 
INT:  So what happened after?  How long were you there after the Americans came in?  
How long did you stay there? 
 
BETTY:  April 14th we were liberated.  My cousin, the one, she got typhus.  I think had 
typhus.  She was in a hospital the Americans put up there.  You weren't supposed to even 
go.  I couldn't even go to her in the hospital because you were afraid you were going to 
get -- typhus is catching, sort of, but she was able to go, the older one went to visit her. I 
took two bricks and I made a fire and I got from German ladies, or they gave us potatoes.  
And I made her some like latkes or something to take to her.  It was May 3rd, or May 
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2nd, they made a big party.  The war was over.  Everybody went to see the parade, to see 
the speeches.  And the lady who I told you, she said, "Come on, let's go."  And I said, 
"No, I promised I'm going to make something for her to take to the hospital."   
 
Now, I want to tell you what a fool I was.  Not selfish, just to make for the sick person 
something.  She said, "You know, this is once in a lifetime.  You're never going to see 
that again."  She says, "Come on!"  But she couldn't talk me into it.  And I went in the 
woods and made a little fire, and cooked for her something, I don't remember what.  I 
don't remember if the cousin, if she didn't go.  I think she did.  I was left there and they 
went.  And there was no more -- this was something that they talked about.  The 
Americans were there and I missed it. 
 
INT:  You had a good heart, though.  You care about family. 
 
BETTY:  So then you asked me how long I stayed after.  Right away they came, the 
Czechs were looking for their citizens. They set up an interpreter, and they spoke, you 
know, they took where were you born, what's your age and everything.  And I registered, 
and my cousins did, too.  And they sent for us big buses, and they brought us to 
Czechoslovakia, from the camps, after the war.  We stayed maybe a month or so, or six 
weeks in Germany. 
 
INT:  They took you to Czechoslovakia? 
 
BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  You said you stayed in Germany.  Was that a part of Germany? 
 
BETTY:  Where we were liberated, they took us and they put us in the camps where the 
German soldiers were.  They were nice clean camps, and there was something like in a 
wood, beautiful. 
 
INT:  The Czechoslovakian government took over responsibility for its Jews? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Yes.  And they gave us 500 krone, that's the money.  It was money, but it 
wasn't that much, but it was good.  
 
INT:  You stayed in camps? 
 
BETTY:  We didn't stay, no.  That was after.  They gave us where to stay for a while, 
like a hotel. 
 
INT:  You stayed with your cousins?  
 
BETTY:  Yes. 
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INT:  I assume you waited for your cousin to get well from the typhus before you left. 
 
BETTY:  Oh, definitely, yes.  Yes.  By the time she was already all right, and we came 
on buses overnight.  It took from Germany to come.  It's odd, because in that city where 
we came in, I later on I lived and I got married there.  Teplice Shanof.  It was a city 
where they have mineral waters. 
 
INT:  I see.  A spa. 
 
BETTY:  A spa, yes.  So I stayed there, and not for long.  Then we heard that we have an 
uncle.  No, we stayed there, and from there we wanted to go home to the Carpathians.  
And we came as far as Slovakia.  They called it Bratislava.  And there were also, there 
were always for the Jews there they had food and a kitchen to give them meals, and 
also... 
 
INT:  The government did this or the Jewish organizations? 
 
BETTY:  Yes, the government.  And they also gave us 500 krone, and they gave us a 
book that you're registered as a, how shall I say?  A displaced person, you know?  I still 
have that little pink book.  Not a book, just like a passport sort of.  And that's what they 
gave us.  And people went on back home.  In Bratislava we heard that one of the uncles, 
the one that I later on stayed by him, that he is alive.  So the cousin, the one who's still 
alive, she's in Cleveland, she went, and I stayed with the older one there.  And she went 
on, and then I don't know how it is, because there was no phones.   But she came back a 
few days later telling us that she found him.  That on the train she found out that he's 
already gone back to Teplice Shanof, where we were.  And so she went there and she met 
him and she said that we're alive.  So she came back for us, and then we went back to my 
uncle.  I never made it to go back home. 
 
INT:  So you never really found out about the fate of your family, you said. 
 
BETTY:  Well, from people I did. 
 
INT:  Oh, you did? 
 
BETTY:  Oh, definitely.  As we came to Prague with the buses... 
 
(END TAPE FOUR, SIDE ONE) 
 
(TAPE FOUR, SIDE TWO) 
 
INT:  You met a lot of Jews, you said. 
 
BETTY:  Yes, I found some Jews, and I found Jews from our town, and I know he was 
with them.  So they told me I have an uncle survived someplace.  They didn't want to talk 
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to me.  They were avoiding me, and as they were avoiding me, I knew already what it is.  
That my father didn't survive.  I was crying.  As I was crying, there was a young boy 
standing, and he says, "Come on, little girl."  He was older than me.  He said, "Listen, I 
have nobody, you have nobody, let's go together."  I said, "Never mind.  My mother 
didn't teach me that way."  That's what I told him.  And a lot of people, they lived 
together after the war before they got married.  But not me.  
 
INT:  You had said that that was what motivated you to keep going, was the fact that you 
would be reunited with your father. 
 
BETTY:  Yes, but then I saw that my father... 
 
INT:  That must have been very devastating. 
 
BETTY:  By that time I knew that I have no mother already, because I knew already 
what happened to the women.  So I felt very lost and I felt very lonely.  For a few days I 
didn't want to eat, and I was crying.  I was crying constantly.  I already knew.  But we 
were together.  There were cousins, and they knew what was going on.  And so to go to 
my uncle, you know. 
 
INT:  Losing your family in that way, how have you coped over the years with that loss 
of not ever having said goodbye, or not knowing, and how you found out?  How have 
you coped and mourned for them over the years? 
 
BETTY:  See, until I was single, I kept very like, hard.  I made myself...Eventually I'll 
get married and have a family of my own.  This is what I have to do.  This is what is 
expected of me.  My mother and father, when I was home yet, thirteen or fourteen, they 
already looked for me for a shidduch, you know?  And so, this is what I thought, this is 
the next thing I what to do.  I was in no rush.   
 
So as I came to my uncle, and he, any boy, as long as I want to get married.  And I was 
crying, and I used to tell him, "I thought that you have feelings for me and you want 
something good for me."  He already, by that time he was married, and I was with them 
on a farm.  And I said I don't want to marry just anybody.  There was not too many single 
boys, either.  Most of them have already families.  They were young, but some were 
older, in their thirties or very early forties.  But I was still like a child.  I was sort of 
scared.  I said, "There are still some boys that I'll be able to..."  But not many young boys 
survived, especially, you know.  I was, to make it short, I was with my uncle on a farm, 
and my mother's cousin's wife heard that I am alive.  And one day they came out to the 
farm.  In fact, I knew her from Hust, yet, because they were hiding out in Hust from the 
Germans.  And she said she has a brother.  And I said, "Oh, that's very nice.  You have a 
brother."  And she wants me to meet her brother.  So I said, "Listen, if you want me to 
meet your brother, let your brother come to me to meet me.  I am not going."  
 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 82 

But I went with them, I was on the farm.  She came to the farm, so I went with them on 
the trolley car to the city.  I had some, I had made skirts, from old, made new things, you 
know, went in on the other side.  They sewed to make things new.  I had a couple skirts 
that I went, they should fit it on me.  She knew, she came in with a lady that I knew her 
niece.  She went to school with me.  So she told her where I am, and she came with her.  
And that lady lived not far from the station where I was going to take the bus back home.  
They figured out approximately how long I'll be there.  Because I said, I'm going to my 
cousin's. "When are you going back?"  I told them.  I told them approximately when I'll 
be back to the farm.  "I'm going to see my cousins and I'm going to fit my skirts."   
 
When I came there, they were waiting for me.  He says, "Come on, see my apartment."  
What do you know?  It was around lunch time, and what do you know?  I come there, 
and a young man is sitting at the table.  He was very handsome.  I saw.  To me he looked 
handsome.  I saw him on the trolley cars a lot of times and I had an eye for him.  He was 
in his soldier's uniform, because he was on leave.  A year's leave they gave him.  I was so 
red, I didn't need no makeup.  She said, "See, this is my brother," the lady says.  The lady 
I told you, her first husband was a cousin to my mother and I knew her from home.  So 
we were talking and talking.  I don't know, the time went by and I have to go home.  It 
got already almost...And he had a motorcycle.  He says, "I have to go."  He had a 
business already.  He has to close up the business because some people are working, and 
then he'll take me home.  My sister-in-law was there.  His sister was there.  I said, "Well, 
I cannot go with you, first of all, with a boy alone, and on a motorcycle yet?  What kind 
of Jewish girl goes with a boy on a motorcycle?  That doesn't sound right to me."  Now 
my sister-in-law, she said, "Listen, I went with him on the motorcycle."  I said, "Well 
you, it's different."  She said, "I'm old enough to be your mother, and I'm telling you you 
can go with him."  You know how naive I was?  I figured if she tells me, I can do it.  But 
I was afraid what my uncle's going to say, and I got it from my uncle, too.  But I went 
with him. 
 
He brought me, and he said, "You see?  I brought you."  Since then he didn't leave me 
alone.  (Laughter)  Every day he came with the motorcycle.  But before we got married, I 
said, "Till you get rid of the motorcycle, I'm not marrying you." 
 
INT:  (laughing) We're going to stop here.  Oh, that's wonderful. 
 
BETTY:  Thank you very much. 
 
(PAUSE) 
 
INT:  This is the third interview with Betty Sved.  The date is March 12th, 1996.  (Pause)   
 
Betty, during our last interview you talked about the death march, and then off tape you 
mentioned to me that you would like to talk in more detail about what happened on that 
death march.  So I'm going to give you time now to give us more detail. 
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BETTY:  Well, we were walking about 100 kilometers in the snow and in the cold.  
There were Germans who were the guards, and if somebody was left behind, they were 
shooting at them.  And of course, after we were walking, they were putting us in like 
stables where the cows were, and we slept overnight, and the next day we were walking 
again.  And after that walk they put us in cattle cars, but the cars that didn't have no roof 
over them.  Just open cattle cars.  And we kept warm from our body heat.  From our 
body's heat.  (Sighs) I don't know how, but the women there, they knew that it was a 
holiday.  It was Purim.  We were quite a few days, maybe a week. 
 
INT:  I think we talked about that.  How many days was the death march? 
 
BETTY:  Only about a couple days. 
 
INT:  A couple days.  Okay.  Did a lot of people die? 
 
BETTY:  Well, there was so many that I really don't know how many.  It was hard. 
 
INT:  How many people do you think were on that march? 
 
BETTY:  How many people?  Could have been a few hundred.  A few hundred. 
 
INT:  Did you personally witness anybody dying or being shot? 
 
BETTY:  At that time I just heard shots.  I didn't see.  No, I didn't see.  There were 
people with frozen, their feet were frozen, their hands were frozen.  And, of course, very 
little food was given.  Not at all.  The whole way we didn't eat anything.  At night what 
they gave us on the way we ate a little bit.  And this is all I can tell you about the death 
march. 
 
INT:  Okay.  Now I'm going to be asking you some questions about how you coped with 
the loss of your loved ones. 
 
BETTY:  You don't want anything from the liberation? 
 
INT:  Well, we talked about that, I think the last time.  We talked about the liberation.  
Did you have a chance really to mourn your family?  Your parents and your siblings?  
Did you have that chance? 
 
BETTY:  Right after we were liberated we came to Teplice Shanof in Czechoslovakia.  I 
think we talked about it, how I came there and found an uncle.  I also talked about that.  
And I knew by that time I had nobody left, I'm alone, except for my cousins.  We tried to 
keep busy.  So I really...Of course, there wasn't a day or a minute I was thinking about 
them.  But because I had nobody, I became very hard.  I didn't leave my emotions, that I 
should, you know, I should cry to someone, because they all lost.  I wasn't the only one.  
They all were in the same situation, my cousins and the people that I was friendly with, 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 84 

the ones that were liberated.  They were all in the same situation.  So we tried not to, you 
know.  But separately in my heart I did it.  When I left my emotions and cried was after I 
got married and I had my husband.  Many times.  And I was very lucky that he was very 
understanding with me, and he listened, and he was a very...he wasn't like some people 
easily cry, and I made him cry.  I told him the stories and told him what happened to me.  
I was very happy with him.  So by being happy I was able to let my emotions go and tell 
him everything.  I made myself feel a little better. 
 
INT:  So do I understand you, that you feel your mourning took place, your grief and 
mourning the loss, through telling those stories, and you could re-tell the stories of what 
happened and you could cry?  That was the way you dealt with it.  And your husband was 
a good listener. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Right.  When I had my children, they asked and I couldn't talk to them.  I 
used to choke up.  I couldn't talk to the children.  A lot of things I didn't, because they 
were young.  First, I didn't want to tell them, and when they were older, I just couldn't 
bring myself to talk to them.  But with my husband I was able to. 
 
INT:  You felt free to communicate everything with him. 
 
BETTY:  We talked an awful lot.  We always talked. 
 
INT:  Is it ever finished, this mourning process? 
 
BETTY:  Not really.  Not really.  There are times, there are birthdays, the holidays are 
not the same holidays like they used to be.  I tried to make them, especially when the 
children were around, but I always remembered how it was at home. 
 
INT:  Do you get depressed during holidays because of that? 
 
BETTY:  A little.  A little.  Yes.  Yes.  
 
INT:  Is there an underlying sorrow, would you say? 
 
BETTY:  That was earlier.  Now I try.  There's other things I remember.  I try not to, 
because I make myself sick, and I don't want to make myself sick. 
 
INT:  So now you're saying you sort of coped with it now.  Earlier on you went through 
the mourning process.  You feel like that's resolved somewhat, now with age? 
 
BETTY:  Well, it's never going to be resolved.  It's always in my mind.  I always, 
especially before it comes to the yahrzeit when I keep.  I always remember, but I try not 
to let it get to me, because I would get sick, and I don't want to.  I can't afford to do that, 
especially when I'm alone.   
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(Pause) 
 
INT:  Betty, have you ever questioned your ability to go on living during all these 
horrendous times? 
 
BETTY:  Well, as I told you before that I am religious, and this is my crutch, should I 
say?  That I believe very strongly in G-d, and He pulled me through all this because of 
my faith in Him.  This is the way I live, and He helped me through it.  I hope in Him that 
He'll do further. 
 
INT:  Let me ask you about, you've mentioned some cousins and an uncle who survived.  
Could you tell me how you found them after the war? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Well, through the Red Cross my uncle found me, the one in Israel.  And 
he wrote to me.  That was my youngest uncle, and then... 
 
INT:  Had he gone to Israel before? 
 
BETTY:  Oh, yes.  Before the war.   
 
INT:  And he found you? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  He found me and my cousins.  And he was corresponding with us.  And 
later on when I went to Israel I found him still alive, and he was very dear to me.  Then I 
had an aunt who also, they all went before the war.  The one with the daughter I'm very 
good friends with, my cousin.  And she sent me papers to come to America. 
 
INT:  The aunt or the cousin? 
 
BETTY:  No, no, the aunt.  Yeah, she sent me papers to come.  But as I got married, 
before, in Czechoslovakia, before I came here, so I didn't use her papers, because my 
husband's family brought us out. 
 
INT:  Your cousins, these are the ones that you survived with. 
 
BETTY:  Other cousins I survived with.  The cousin I'm talking about was the one in 
Los Angeles. 
 
INT:  Okay.  But there were cousins that you went through the war with. 
 
BETTY:  Yes, yes.   Two. 
 
INT:  Two survived, and that was it.  Just you and the two cousins who really survived 
the war, except for the ones who had left prior to the war. 
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BETTY:  Right.  And I had also, I was very surprised when my aunt, my mother's sister, 
the youngest, she survived, and she heard that I was alive after the war, and she wrote to 
me and sent her picture.  Well, I almost fainted to see that. 
 
INT:  Where was she? 
 
BETTY:  She was in Russia with her school.  They ran away.  She went through a big 
ordeal to survive.  And she survived and she was in Israel on a kibbutz.  She heard that 
I'm alive. She sent right away a big letter and she sent a picture.  And she looked, you 
know, just like I left her at home.  And then I sent her my pictures.  Of course, I had a 
baby and I gained a lot of weight, and she thought that because I looked like my mother, 
that I am the mother and the baby's me.  But we're very close, and we still are.  From 
Israel I constantly call her and go to see her.  I brought her here a few times already. 
 
INT:  This is your mother's sister. 
 
BETTY:  My mother's sister. 
 
INT:  So she's still alive.  How old is she?  She must be ninety. 
 
BETTY:  No, she's not 90.  My mother would have been 90. 93, she would have been.  
She was the youngest.  She is 73. But she doesn't look it.  If you would see her, she looks 
younger than me.  She has blonde hair.  Not long hair.  Of course, the age is there, but she 
keeps herself nice.  Her shape is nice. 
 
INT:  Is your uncle still alive in Israel? 
 
BETTY:  In Israel?  No.  No.  He passed on. 
 
INT:  The only relative you have is this aunt in Israel. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  I have cousins.  Yeah. 
 
INT:  What happened to the cousins you survived the war with? 
 
BETTY:  One passed away of cancer, and the other is in Cleveland, Ohio. 
 
INT:  Did the other cousin come to America, also? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  They're all American.  No, the one who passed away was in Israel.  She 
passed away in Israel. 
 
INT:  So they split.  Two of you came here. 
 
BETTY:  Right, right. 
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INT:  Do you find yourself relating to people after the losses you endured any differently 
than others who maybe have not gone through all of your trauma?  How you relate to 
people? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I think I relate to them fine.  I have no problem. 
 
INT:  You're trustful of people? 
 
BETTY:  Well... 
 
INT:  Or suspicious? 
 
BETTY:  Suspicious, only I told you what happened to me.  But not really.  Not really.  
 
INT:  So you don't recognize that as being an issue? 
 
BETTY:  No.  No.   
 
INT:  How did your faith in G-d develop before the war, when you were growing up with 
your family? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I was taught at home, and what I saw at home.  My aunt, she was right at 
home.  It all depends who your friends are.  My girlfriends, they were all the same faith, 
but my aunt, she was going around with non-Jewish girls from school, from high school.  
She believed in G-d and everything up till this day, but she was more liberal.  You know?  
She was a Zionist.  She was older.  She wanted some day to go to Palestine.  At that time 
it was Palestine.  She looked at things differently.  As a little girl I went with her.  
Because she was always the oldest grandchild to my grandmother on my mother's side.  
She took me by my hand and I went all over with her.  And I saw things she was doing I 
didn't like.  As a child already.  I didn't think they were religiously right.  But of course I 
never criticized her, I never told her.  If I did something, she laughed at me.  I was a little 
girl about six, seven, or eight, to tell her.  I didn't like the idea of who she associated with. 
 
In fact, in the war her girlfriend went to Germany, she was with Hitler, and she went to 
Russia, so they split.  But they were the very best of friends up till the war. 
 
INT:  So you felt that you had associations just among the Jewish community and that 
helped to solidify, you knew then that that's what you wanted to do. 
 
BETTY:  Right, right. 
 
INT:  You wanted to be very much identified as being Jewish, and with the Jewish 
community, and that helped. 
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BETTY:  Yes, because this is how I felt, and my plans always, especially when I was 
separated from my mother, He was the only one.  I kept a closeness to G-d.  I hoped very 
strongly that He's going to bring me out of it, and He's going to help me, and that some 
day I should be able to raise a family. 
 
INT:  Did your parents talk to you about G-d in so many words? “Have faith in G-d, G-d 
will save us”? 
 
BETTY:  Well, my mother, she used to talk to us, she used to say that Mashiach is going 
to come, but we're not worthy of it, and that's why he's not here.  And if everybody's 
going to have their faith and do as the commandments say, then he'll come.  There were 
songs about it, when Mashiach is going to come.  When I walked in Auschwitz, and I saw 
the tefillin, you know, the tefillin and the siddurs and everything all over the streets, and 
even money all over the streets. 
 
INT:  In Auschwitz? 
 
BETTY:  In Auschwitz.  When we went from the cattle car to the barracks so I figured, 
"Well, this is now Mashiach's zeiten.  Mashiach's times.  Mashiach's going to come for 
sure, because this is not normal.  This is not normal.  So I guess Mashiach is going to 
come," is what I thought.  I mentioned before how I kept my prayers in Auschwitz.  This 
is what helped me survive -- the faith. 
 
INT:  And what about after, what happened after the war? 
 
BETTY:  After the war it was the same.  You know, there was not kosher meat available, 
and I said to my husband, "Buy me less dresses," because he wanted to put everything on 
me.  He was very good to me.  I said, "Buy me less dresses, but be sure you have tallis 
and tefillin, because this is important to me.  I want to have a kosher home."  I was only, 
not quite eighteen, but I already had that.  And I also told you I had a friend, because she 
wasn't as kosher, that I split from her, and she was very nice to me.  So I guess that's, it's 
in you.  It's in the person. 
 
INT:  You kept that with you, but it even got stronger. 
 
BETTY:  And even when I came to the United States and I wasn't able to keep the 
Shabbat the way I wanted it, so I promised G-d that as soon as I financially would be able 
to do it, that that's what I want to do.  And He helped me. 
 
INT:  So you do talk to G-d. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  In my way.  Not aloud, but... 
 
INT:  In your mind, in your heart. 
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BETTY:  In my mind, yes.  And I see miracles.  A person who believes sees miracles.  A 
lot of times I think, oh, this and this what I'm going to do.  And I figure, oh, I wish I 
wouldn't have done it.  And it turns out that it was for the good.  And I said, G-d watches 
over me, and He sends me in the right times, in the right places.  And I hope further. 
 
INT:  So he's a good G-d.  You're not angry with Him.  He's helped you. 
 
BETTY:  No.  I'll tell you.  Even, a lot of people say that, because of what happened, I 
lost my parents and everything.  But I never blamed G-d.  Never. 
 
INT:  You've mentioned miracles as, you thought things were... 
 
BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  What about fate and luck?  Do you believe in those too? 
 
BETTY:  Well, fate.  I said like when I met my husband, that was fate.  And a lot of 
things I see, you know.  I told you what I went through was a miracle.  I'm afraid even to 
mention that, that my daughter is alive, I think that's a miracle. 
 
INT:  Because you survived, you mean? 
 
BETTY:  Because she survived.  Here in the United States.  She had five operations.  
And somehow I felt in me that she's going to be alive.  The doctors gave up on her, but I 
did not give up on her.  I was all over, I sent to the yeshivas donations, and was praying 
for her and changed her name and did everything what I thought in my mind that G-d 
would have wanted me to do.  And I asked Him, on the subways when I went to Jefferson 
Hospital, I said prayers.  I said prayers while I was sitting with her.  And I see that G-d 
helped me.  As I said, the doctors didn't think so.  And I hope to G-d that she should live 
and be well... 
 
INT:  This was when she was a child? 
 
BETTY:  No, here, as an adult.  She had already two children. I even brought my 
grandson back from Israel.  You spoke with her, that's my daughter.  But I pray every 
morning even till this day on her behalf.  Special prayer on her behalf. 
 
INT:  You do prayers at home yourself? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  I don't go out and no matter what, I'm not going to eat breakfast, but I'll 
pray these prayers.  I don't go out from the house in her behalf.  I mention her name.  On 
her behalf I pray. 
 
INT:  How often do you go to synagogue? 
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BETTY:  I like to go every Shabbas.  If I can. 
 
INT:  We're going to move on to another area.  I want to talk to you about your 
relationship with Sol, your marriage.  You described to me how you met him, and your 
relationship with him.  How old were you then? 
 
BETTY:  I was seventeen.  And he was 25.  Nine years was between us.           
 
INT:  How did it evolve into a marriage? 
 
BETTY:  It didn't take long.  I told you that we met and he just didn't let go.  He came 
every day afterwards.  There wasn't a day, if there was something that he couldn't come, 
he would telephone.  We didn't have a telephone on the farm.  He had to go to, not the 
city hall, but where the offices were.  The office from the little town there.  He was very 
good with my uncle.  So he sent somebody for me and I went over there and I spoke to 
him.  Sometimes he couldn't come, but there was a reason.  But it wasn't too many times.  
Because he had a motorcycle, and he came with the motorcycle. 
 
INT:  Was he working? 
 
BETTY:  Oh, he had a business already before I met him.  He was a soldier from World 
War II. 
 
INT:  (Looking at a photograph)  Is that your husband? Is that you? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  This is my real, from my wedding, the one on the left.  I had only a small 
picture, the children made it bigger.  And I wanted a bigger picture then.  What we did I 
was already married.  I had gained weight.  It was a very close-up picture.  He was 
dressed in a uniform, and he wasn't going to put another suit on.  This wasn't my dress.  I 
borrowed this dress.  This dress also, because after the war you weren't able to buy.  You 
paid a lot of money for a dress like this.  This is a very expensive dress.  1000 krone was 
a lot of money.  We had already packed because we were going to move.  And because I 
wanted to have this dress my husband said, "There's no such thing for my fiancée that for 
money, you're not going to get it."  And I told him, "I like the dress, but she's already 
packed and she's moving."  He said, "I want to see if for this and this money she's not 
going to give you this dress."  And I could have bought three dresses, and he gave it to 
her and I got the dress.  
 
(END TAPE FOUR, SIDE TWO) 
 
(TAPE FIVE, SIDE ONE) 
 
INT:  How long were you going together before you got married? 
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BETTY:  I wanted to tell you.  We met that evening, as I told you, and he was coming 
around for six weeks.  He said, "Now you are coming with me in town," because it was 
on the farm.  The farm it wasn't in the city, but the outskirts.  He went there to a jewelry 
store, but of course it was not a diamond.  A watch, whatever he could after the war.  You 
couldn't get everything, if you wanted to get something, you had to buy on the black 
market from somebody that wanted to sell it.  Because in the store, this was what 
you...And I still didn't say yes.  He said really yes for me, because I wasn't sure.  I told 
you, until my mother came to my dream, and she told me that, what I am waiting for.  So 
seven weeks we knew each other, and from the time I was engaged, my aunt made me a 
little engagement party, until the wedding was another four weeks.  We met on the day 
after Passover and we got married the fourteenth of June.  That was the engagement. 
 
INT:  But you did have doubts about getting married. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Yes. 
 
INT:  Do you recall why you had doubts? 
 
BETTY:  Definitely. 
 
INT:  About the marriage itself, or marrying Sol? 
 
BETTY:  Because I wanted the approval of my parents, and I didn't have them.  After I 
had, of course, my uncle thought this was wonderful, because there's not too many single 
fellows.  Even was nine years older.   All the men had wives already.  And you know, my 
age, there weren't even alive. 
 
INT:  Jewish men. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Yes.  Only people who are already married, and I wanted a single fellow.  
And it just happened that my sister-in-law heard that I am alive, and she knew me.  And 
she came.  Of course, I wanted a scholar like my mother would have wanted, but there 
was no time for looking around.  I had others, younger even, that wanted to marry me, 
but I said no.  And so we decided to get married.  From the time I said yes, till we were 
married, was four weeks. 
 
INT:  Tell me something about Sol, about his background, his family, where he grew up, 
and the war. 
 
BETTY:  Well, he's from a smaller place.  I think it was a city, that was more of a 
village.  He was a very capable person, he was very...a go-getter.  When I met him 
already he had business.  And a provider.  We were two years in Israel because we 
couldn't come right away to the United States.  We had to go either to Germany, 
otherwise because the Iron Curtains were closing in on us.  And he didn't want to go to 
Germany.  So we went to Israel, and Israel was only a year old.  And it was hardship 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 92 

there.  In fact, my uncle told us not to come, and I was very angry, because it was my 
dream to go to Israel.  But things were very hard.  And you know, when you're young, I 
wasn't afraid.   
 
And everything was on, they gave you like for bread and things to, like stamps, you 
know, and this is how you were shopping.  But somehow he always managed to get 
things extra. 
 
INT:  What year did you go to Israel? 
 
BETTY:  In 1949.  And we were there till '51, because as soon as we came, we 
continued, because for America we had affidavit. 
 
INT:  All right.  Let's go back.  What year were you married? 
 
BETTY:  1946. 
 
INT:  So between '46 and '49 you were in Czechoslovakia. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.   
 
INT:  And you lived in? 
 
BETTY:  Teplice Shanof. 
 
INT:  That's the name. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah. 
 
INT:  Let's go back a little bit.  Tell me again about Sol's family.  He comes from a 
religious family? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Of course.  His mother and father. 
 
INT:  What town? 
 
BETTY:  Fekete Ordo, they called it.  I think I told you, Black Forest in American.  
Black Forest.  Now my town and his town are in the Ukraine.  Some day I would like to 
go to see it.  Maybe I'll take my grandson with me.  So like I said, he had already 
business. 
 
INT:  And during the war he lost people? 
 
BETTY:  He left.  He went back to his hometown and he found nobody. 
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INT:  And what happened to him during the war? 
 
BETTY:  He was in the war.  He went through an awful lot.   The Hungarians took him 
in a labor camp, so he was by the Hungarians.  Then they took him to Russia, because the 
Hungarians were there with the Germans.  He was fighting, and he ran away from them, 
otherwise he would have been killed.  He was with his brother, and his brother never 
survived.  He went through an awful lot. 
 
INT:  So they put him in a labor camp in Russia. 
 
BETTY:  Yes, for a while, but he escaped from there, too, and then he came, the Czechs 
were looking for recruits for an army, a Czech army.  Just like the Czechs had in England 
an army, that's how they had in Russia.  And of course he was capable yet, and young, 
and he was in the Czech army.  He was fighting with the Czech army in Russia. 
 
INT:  Against the Germans.  
 
BETTY:  Against the Germans.  That's how he had all of his... 
 
INT:  Medals. 
 
BETTY:  Medals, yeah.  He was very much against the Germans, because after all, what 
they did to his parents.  He didn't find nobody home.  One sister survived.  One sister in 
America and one sister after the war, and the sister, she had a daughter.  And this was all 
his family that survived, but the rest were all gone. 
 
INT:  He was liberated, or...? 
 
BETTY:  He wasn't liberated.  Well, he liberated others.  He was liberating other people 
as a Czech soldier. 
 
INT:  Where was that?  In Russia? 
 
BETTY:  No, first they went out from Russia.  They were fighting in Russia.  And then 
from Russia they went to Czechoslovakia. They were liberating the towns and 
everything. 
 
INT:  In Czechoslovakia. 
 
BETTY:  Well, first through Russia, then they came to our towns in Czechoslovakia. 
 
INT:  So after the war he just left the army? 
 
BETTY:  A year after the war.  He was on, how do you say when they give you a piece 
of paper that you have to show up in four weeks, five weeks? 
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INT:  The reserves? 
 
BETTY:  No.  It is not the reserves.  They gave him off, but he was still in the army.  But 
then after we got married, a few months later, he said he didn't want to be. 
 
INT:  But you said he had a business already. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, because he was off.  He took a year.  Leave.  That's the name. 
 
INT:  What kind of business did he have? 
 
BETTY:  Grocery.  Wholesale grocery. 
 
INT:  So he was making money then.  He was able to survive with no trouble. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Yes.  He never came that he shouldn't bring no flowers.  He never came, 
any time he came to see me on the farm, never without anything that he should bring.  All 
the time.  He would have...the world he would have give me.  He was very much in love 
with me.  So you have to love somebody like that. 
 
INT:  You were fortunate to find someone who was so loving after what you'd been 
through. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Very loyal, too.  Yes.  Yes.  He loved people.  One thing bothered me.  
See, after that, he wasn't that religious.  But he didn't mind that I was, and he didn't mind 
that I should have a kosher home.  I made sure that he shouldn't, you know.  And he 
listened, he listened.  I spent money to send the children to private schools, he didn't say 
no.  If that's what I want, he...you know.  And we constantly talked.  We never, you know 
like we were arguing, but from morning till night we were working, but then we were 
always talking. 
 
INT:  So you had open communication.  You felt very comfortable, you could say 
anything to him. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  That's right.  Not all the time he liked what I said.  But then he smiled 
and he sat down and he explained.  And in the end, he won.  Like psychology he used.  
You understand?  That's the kind of person he was. 
 
INT:  So he never became religious, but he accepted your Orthodoxy. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  But I'll tell you.  I said to him, "You should know that as soon as we'll 
be able we're not going to work on Shabbas."  And he went along with me. 
 
INT:  So in that aspect he was very accommodating. 
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BETTY:  Yes.  Yes.  It was hard for him to stop working on Shabbas.  He loved to go to 
see customers and he even left me here on Shabbas.  But then he stopped for the 
children's sake, because I said, "I'm teaching the children one thing and you're going to 
do something else."  And he saw that I was right. 
 
INT:  Did he go to synagogue with you? 
 
BETTY:  Yes, sure.  With the children, yes. 
 
INT:  So he did observe. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  And he supported the synagogues, and he gave money for the 
synagogues. 
 
INT:  A school was just named this weekend in his honor. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, it's very nice.  I don't have the picture yet, but I'm going to show you the 
picture. 
 
INT:  How did that come about? 
 
BETTY:  That's my sons.  That's a memorial for him.  But he was very involved in 
charitable organizations.  He was sending food for Israel when they needed it, you know, 
from the organization.  Whenever they were building a synagogue, he was there to raise 
money.  There was a bus going to a wedding, and he stood up and said, "Whatever..."  
And the school was in need for money.  You know, at Beth Jacob School.  And he said, 
"Whatever I collect, I'll double it."  And at that time he didn't have that much money.  
There were times he wrote out checks for Beth Jacob School, he didn't even have in the 
bank, like dated checks, but he paid it.  It's not because he had money that he was so 
generous.  But, he made other people give to make sure.  You know.  The synagogues are 
still here, the ones he helped. 
 
INT:  That's a good memorial, isn't it?  (Pause)  I'd like to know about your wedding. 
 
BETTY:  My wedding?  It's a shame, I don't have time to show you, but maybe 
sometime I'll invite you to see the pictures. You know, in Europe I didn't have any 
money.  I was at my uncle's.  He went out with me, and he bought a calf and we took 
people to cook and bought all kinds of...the cook, she knew my mother from 
Czechoslovakia.  Everything was outside on the farm.  There was a big like open place.  
It wasn't kosher, because we couldn't be after [the war].  He took the musicians from 
Slovakia, Gypsy music, and he had, from his store he had people helping, bartending and 
everything.  And he took care of everything. 
 
INT:  So you really had a big wedding. 
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BETTY:  Yes.  And I'll tell you, to tell you the kind of person he was, for that money he 
could have had in the best restaurant in town, in the best hotel in town, and the nicest 
where he lived.  But the kind of, how shall I say, naive person I was, my uncle, may he 
rest in peace, he says, "Well, you're here, and I want the wedding should be here, and it 
should look like we're making the wedding."  And he wasn't a person like, he didn't give 
in to nobody.  He didn't give in to nobody.  But I sat down and started to cry for him and 
said, "How will I ever face them?  How does it look?  Do you want me to go away and 
not to talk to them anymore?  I can't do that."  So for me he did all that trouble.  That's all 
he had to do was give the money to the hotel and we're finished, and it would have been 
beautiful.  Because there was no dancing, and he had music and everything.  Because it 
was outside on the...in the garden.  It looked very traditional.  The groom was in a 
neighbor there and everybody went to shake hands with the groom, like an Orthodox 
way.  And we had an Orthodox ceremony and everything.  But the food wasn't kosher, 
because he couldn't.  At that time there was no kosher food yet.  But I had already, I 
made sure, he brought me meat from Slovakia, kosher meat to make sure that I had.  So 
this is how I want to tell you how he accommodated me.  To make sure that...  
 
So you know, there was a give and take, you know, marriage.  There was a lot of things 
that I gave up.  Even as I said, even a lot of things I thought I wanted it or something.  He 
sat down and he explained, and he won.  Yeah. 
 
INT:  So after your wedding you lived in Czechoslovakia.  Then in 1949... 
 
BETTY:  In 1948.  In January, 1949 the ship stopped in Haifa in the port.   
 
INT:  Tell me about what happened to you in Israel. 
 
BETTY:  Times were very hard.  They put us in a, they called it a Beit Olim.  They put 
us in tents, everybody who came, because there's so many new people who came that 
they couldn't accommodate them.  But they put them in tents.  But I had that aunt living 
in the kibbutz, so she came with a truck and packed us up.  When I saw her the first time, 
well I almost fainted. 
 
INT:  How did you, you knew she was in Israel already. 
 
BETTY:  We were corresponding already. 
 
INT:  Oh, okay. 
 
BETTY:  She was there, and she came as I said, with at that time, I thought it was a big 
truck.  Today, here in America.  She packed us up, everything what we had.  And we 
packed two, they called it lifts, you know, all our furniture and everything came by ship 
to Israel, but later on, months later.  So a week we stayed there.  Every day he went 
around to Haifa to look around for an apartment, even one-room apartment.  So we 
stayed there a week. 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 97 

INT:  At the kibbutz you stayed a week. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  Yeah.  Then we went on our own.  If I would tell you how he got the 
apartment, you would never believe it.  It's a story. 
 
INT:  Tell me. 
 
BETTY:  Money he didn't have much.  My uncle, the one who was alive gave him, at 
that time in Israel, there was sterling.  It wasn't the Israeli pound yet.  Was sterling, 
English money.  And he gave him a half a dollar.  Half a sterling.  That was a lot of 
money.  Enough money to go, he went into a beautiful cafe.  They called it a restaurant.  
He sat down, he saw other people there sitting, and he had a coffee.  As he was sipping 
his coffee, I think that's fate.  He heard that two people are talking.  There is a soldier 
living in that apartment.  You know, in Israel in those years, there was a law: if somebody 
doesn't live there, doesn't have a bed there, you can take it over and move in.  The Arab 
owned, it was in the Arab section, but it was Israel.  So you had to pay the rent.  Three 
pounds a month, it cost, I remember.  And he heard, and they told the address, and he 
wrote down himself on the napkin the address, and he left right away to come back to tell 
me that we should pack up.  We went to my uncle to take a few more pounds, and he 
didn't take me right away.  He went to the Arab and he wasn't able to talk, but he took 
somebody who was able [to talk to him], and said, "Look.  I'm giving you the money.  
The soldier just has a bed there, and is not paying you or anything."  At that time they 
took key money, those who wanted to make a business out of it.  They take key money.  
So he went right away, and he gave the Arab the three pounds, and he packed us up, and 
we went on the bus with so many suitcases!  (laughter)  And we took a, if I would have 
had a camera to see who took us to do that.  A donkey, a little Arab donkey, with a cart 
with all the suitcases in the back.  And with the little girl in my hand. That's how we 
came to that place.  It was just a sight to see. 
 
INT:  Your daughter was along. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  My daughter was born in Czechoslovakia.  We came there, and she 
didn't feel good, you know with all the moving around.  He left me in the apartment, and 
he went looking around for a job.  He didn't sit one, he got dressed, he went to the 
embassy, and he went here and there to see.  With four people they gave him a partner in 
a small town, Akko, they call it.  Akko.  Where the prison is.  Were you ever there?  It's 
near Haifa.  Akko.  There's a prison there, it's a famous prison.  I don't think they use it 
now as a prison.  So anyhow, this is where we lived for two years. 
 
INT:  In Akko. 
 
BETTY:  Yes, in Akko.  I went there, I was hardly able to recognize it.  And how with 
his own hands he fixed it, I should be separated, I should have a kitchen there -- only one 
room when we moved to Akko from Haifa, but first we were in Haifa.  Over there they 
give him, as I said, for a restaurant with four people, which didn't do much business.  He 
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was trying to work in the worst way to make tables with his own hands.  He never was a 
carpenter.  Tables and chairs and bring music every Saturday night to make a go of it.  
The partners left.  Maybe got only one, because they saw they couldn't make a living out 
of it.  But he didn't give up.  He held onto it to make it work.  Since I was married to him, 
I never starve, not even one day, because he always... 
 
INT:  Provided. 
 
BETTY:  If I didn't have no luxury, I had always enough. 
 
INT:  So this is the way you lived for almost two years. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Then as soon as he came, he went in Haifa to the embassy, the American, 
and he showed the papers and he said we want to go, because he had a sister here that he 
never met.  He was born after she left.  So now that all the relatives were gone, he wanted 
to meet her, he wanted to be with her.  He corresponded with her.  He remembered the 
name, and through newspapers. 
 
INT:  Where did she live? 
 
BETTY:  She lived in Philadelphia, in North Philadelphia.  She was not rich.  She was a 
poor woman.  She was working in a cigar factory, and he was working in the navy yard.  
But we had a cousin that was more, he had a cousin that was more...she had a business.  
She had more money, so she sent.  She wasn't even able to send the affidavit, but the 
cousin did.  The cousin has children, and I'm in touch with them and I'm friends with 
them. 
 
INT:  Here in Philly. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  They're already older people. 
 
INT:  So you did get affidavits after a couple of years. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  Yeah.  To come to America.  But in Israel he registered us right after 
we came, so if this doesn't work out, we should, you know.  It was very hard.  He said, 
"One thing I promise you: that we'll come back here." 
 
INT:  Did you want to leave Israel?  How did you feel about it? 
 
BETTY:  I didn't.  I didn't.  I cried, I didn't.  Because I went so much through, and I 
figured this is my land.  For 200 years the Jews were always in other countries, and I 
think I should live there.  When I saw that he wasn't able to make a living, and he 
promised that some day we'll come back.  Well, he's buried there.  He thought that when 
he's going to retire, that he's going to be half here and half there.  Six months here, and 
six months there.  But it looks like it didn't work out. 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 99 

INT:  You never made it. 
 
BETTY:  No.  He was 65 when he passed away. 
 
INT:  Why was he buried in Israel? 
 
BETTY:  That was his wish.  That was his wish. 
 
INT:  Will you be buried next to him? 
 
BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  All right.  So what year did you come to America? 
 
BETTY:  In '51.  1951.  In January. 
 
INT:  Did you come straight to Philadelphia? 
 
BETTY:  Yes, because my sister-in-law lived here. 
 
INT:  And then what happened? 
 
BETTY:  Well, we, as soon as we came, maybe four weeks, right away I went to work.  I 
was working.  That time my sister-in-law, she was working at a cigar factory.  She got a 
friend, and she put me there.  It was very bad for me, the cigars.  I was very fast, I was 
working piecework.  My husband was very helpful.  He made sure, I didn't want to work 
on Shabbas, and Friday he had prepared the candles.  He never did domestic work, but he 
washed the floor for me, and I cooked on Thursday night.  I try to keep here also 
Shabbas.  But when he saw that it can't go on, he didn't want to live off the money I'm 
going to make. 
 
INT:  You went to work and he hadn't gotten a job yet? 
 
BETTY:  No.  He took my daughter by the hand and he, he listened to, he heard a 
salesman went by foot, and he's talking to my daughter in Yiddish, and to him he didn't 
hear a Yiddish word.  He went and spoke to him.  He told how long he's been here and 
what he's doing, and the salesman said he would like to be in business.  All his life he 
was in business.  And the salesman knew a little store, a grocery store, and sure enough, 
we needed money, and that cousin who brought us out, she was so, she had so much faith 
in him, and she liked him so much.  And we had nothing.  $1500 was a lot of money in 
those years, in 1951.  And she lent him $1500, and not only the $1500, but he said, 
"Helen, it's not the money.  I would even maybe get somewheres else, maybe from the 
cousins."  But he said, "I would like you to help me at least six weeks so I could learn 
how to speak, and how to be in the grocery store."  Sure enough, she had two children -- 
already not small children, they went to work.  After she made dinners for them, she 
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came in the morning till around 2:00 every day to be with him in the store, and I was in 
the cigar factory, and my child was in a nursery.  So I took her there by foot not to spend 
the money on trolley fare. 
 
INT:  What part of the city did you live in? 
 
BETTY:  North Philadelphia.  I lived on Masters Street and Seventh Street and a few 
places.  But I didn't work, only about six, seven weeks, because I got sick when the 
tobacco went on my nerves.  I couldn't.  But at that time I made almost piecework, almost 
as much as the people who worked there for years.  I made $56.  That was a lot of 
money.  Because I was very fast in piecework.  I was feeding the machine.  And in the 
back, the foremen used to stay in the back and watch me.  They were amazed how fast.  I 
made as much as a man.  I started with $22.  And I worked.  
 
INT:  So you left the factory and then you stayed home? 
 
BETTY:  When I left the factory, I was sick for a while, and then I went to help him. 
 
INT:  Working in the store. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  As I helped him, he was trying to go out and buy stuff with a bicycle, 
and he started to sell it wholesale.  So that's what I... 
 
INT:  Where was the store?  In North Philly, also? 
 
BETTY:  Ninth and Berks, Eighth and Berks, Darien Street.  The cigar factory was not 
far from there.  I used to come there. 
 
INT:  Was that mostly a white neighborhood at that time? 
 
BETTY:  No, Black, Black.  But there was still around there Jewish.  That time the 
Blacks were not like today, like hostile or something.   
 
INT:  Jews and Blacks lived amicably in those days. 
 
BETTY:  It was like this: Seventh Street was no Blacks, and Eighth Street was no 
Blacks, and this little street Darien was Black, but later on they came. 
 
INT:  So the two of you started working in the store, right? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  I was in the store, the child still went in the nursery. 
 
INT:  Did you go to school to learn English?  How did you pick it up? 
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BETTY:  Well, I went to school to learn English yet in Czechoslovakia.  I was already 
expecting, and I felt very...until I didn't show that much, I went evenings.  But then when 
I showed [the pregnancy], I didn't go.  But I understood what they were talking.  For 
instance, when my sister-in-law was talking, and I knew what went on.  I understood.  A 
lot of times I wished I wouldn't have.  (laughs)  Then I just had a feeling that I'm going to 
learn, and I went to night school here a little.  But, I wanted more, but I just couldn't, 
because I was working, and I was with the children.  It was hard. 
 
INT:  And your husband learned just from being in the store? 
 
BETTY:  I'll tell you.  My husband never went to... 
 
INT:  He picked it up. 
 
BETTY:  And he was talking to people, to the biggest manufacturers.  And he went to 
Del Monte in New York and everywhere.  They liked him.  (pause)  They had big respect 
for him.  He made big business.  (Pause) 
 
When the kids were already in school and they were older, I used to go on business trips 
with him, to San Francisco, to Del Monte, to other places, business contacts.  I wasn't the 
kind of wife who, he wanted me to be there with him, but I never like mixed in in the 
business.  I just talked about the weather, about politics, or about anything like that.  But 
they knew me, and everything I had to sign, my name was on things, also.  Not really the 
business.  The business was Sol's work.  And after he passed away, it was lucky that 
people knew me, because I had to fly out to San Francisco and get my contacts and pick 
up, and it helped my son a lot.  A lot of times he says, "Mom, I don't talk to you about it, 
but when I talk to people, I know that you were the backbone of the business after Dad 
passed away."  And for a while till he, he was only 22 years old when he passed away.  
My son. 
 
INT:  Oh, your son was only 22. 
 
BETTY:  He wanted to go on with the business, the other one had already a business.  So 
for a while I was with him, and that helped him. 
 
(END TAPE FIVE, SIDE ONE) 
 
(TAPE FIVE, SIDE TWO)   
 
BETTY:  It's not that I was so smart.  It's G-d that gave me the strength to go on and the 
wisdom for that.  It's not me.  It's that He helped me, and now, thank G-d that my children 
are on their own.  I have a lot of pleasure seeing that the two boys are together.  That 
means a lot to me. 
 
INT:  You mean, that they're close. 
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BETTY:  They're in business together.  They joined.  Before, he had a separate business, 
my older, and my son was with my husband.  But after he passed away a few years... 
 
INT:  They both are in the business. 
 
BETTY:  Right now. 
 
INT:  I thought you said one of them was in real estate. 
 
BETTY:  No.  Before the business, while I was with my son, the business was Sol Sved, 
Inc.  But after they joined I gave over the business to my sons, my shares.  My older son 
figured that because it's a new business, and they joined together, they put my name on it, 
and it's Betty, Inc.  I'll tell you, I'm very proud of my boys, because whenever I came, I 
have the biggest respect, and they always introduce me, "This is my mom, and this is the 
Betty Sved."  It makes me feel good. 
 
INT:  And you're still working there two days a week. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  
 
INT:  What kind of work do you do? 
 
BETTY:  I do in the office. 
 
INT:  Bookkeeping work? 
 
BETTY:  Well, we have a bookkeeper.  But there's still secretarial work.  We write the 
checks.  My daughter-in-law, now is in computers, so she's doing.  But I still have what 
what to do. 
 
INT:  You still know the business and can be of some help. 
 
BETTY:  Well, there's still some work for me, and it makes me feel good. 
 
INT:  Good.  It gives you two full days, right? 
 
BETTY:  Monday is usually a full day, and sometimes Wednesday a half a day or so. 
 
INT:  So you had the business on Berks, the small store, and then... 
 
BETTY:  That we sold to my sister-in-law, because they didn't have really much.  She 
had to borrow money to give us, because we needed the money.  We bought at 52nd and 
Race. 
 
INT:  What year was that, do you remember? 
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BETTY:  Well, in 1951 we came, and right away, two years later, '53, I guess. 
 
INT:  You sold the store. 
 
BETTY:  We sold to my sister-in-law and went to 52nd and Race, and we stayed there 
for maybe a year and a half or so. 
 
INT:  It's just a larger store. 
 
BETTY:  A larger store.  It was also hard.  And I used to go to help, cashiering for my 
husband. 
 
INT:  By this time, did you have two children? 
 
BETTY:  No, no.  My children are, from Rita to Stanley is seven years almost, and from 
Stanley to Ira is six years, because I was very busy. 
 
INT:  Yeah.  (laughter)  So you opened up the larger store. 
 
BETTY:  The larger store, and then we, I was already expecting and my husband saw I 
won't be able to help him.  So what he did, he sold the store and bought a store in 
Jefferson Street, Marshall and Jefferson.  So we had the living quarters there, and we had 
a tenant upstairs, and the living quarters there, and I was able to help him in the business.  
He always wanted to start to do wholesale.  At that time we had a car already, a station 
wagon, and he went to pick up merchandise somewhere, and sell it for the mom and pop 
stores. 
 
INT:  In addition to the store. 
 
BETTY:  In addition to the store, yeah. 
 
INT:  He was really... 
 
BETTY:  He was a go-getter. 
 
INT:  He had a lot of foresight, too. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Yes. 
 
INT:  Constantly building. 
 
BETTY:  He had a lot of foresight. 
 
INT:  A good businessman, right? 
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BETTY:  Yes.  And no schooling.  Look, George Burns had only four grades here.  
(laughter)  And look what he became.  In America if you really want.   And then...I had 
my son there, and then it became really bad already.  Across the street we bought a 
warehouse.  There was an empty store, and he already had a warehouse there.  Then he 
went out and we didn't have really money here.  Customers' checks, he came and he saw 
that I was the one.  Stanley was running across the street to his father.  I just, I'm behind 
the register and I hear (makes a noise) with the brakes.  I was afraid, G-d forbid, 
something's going to happen to him, because he was so fast, and the lady who took care 
of him, but a three-, four-year-old, he was three years old.  So I said to my husband, "I 
don't want to risk my child's life.  I'm not going to stay here."  So he made it possible.  
We didn't have the money.  He came and we looked around for homes.  We looked 
around in Mt. Airy, and we decided here because I liked the idea it's a new home.  Mt. 
Airy I thought maybe pretty soon, I had the foresight that it's going to go bad. 
 
INT:  This was your house you moved into.  So you've been here how many years? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  37 years.  He was three and a half years old.  As I said, I looked around 
and saw it was beautifully finished.  That Mr. Miller, the real estate, he said he never saw 
a person buy so fast a house.  A person who buys a coat doesn't buy as fast as he bought 
the house.  As I said, he bought it because they were building it.  He had the foresight.  
He figured it takes a few days till you put down, and then it took quite a few months till 
they finished it.  We had a mortgage, and that's how. 
 
INT:  Then did you work in the store after you moved here? 
 
BETTY:  I used to go with the child, and I gave him also to kindergarten and to camp, 
and I went to help him in the warehouse.  I was packing in the warehouse, packing coffee 
and packing toilet tissue, whenever I can, an extra dollar. 
 
INT:  Sure.  So that's kind of the way things were? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  Then things were already a little different.  He sold it, and he was 
working only from the house for a while.  He tried to have concessions in the farmer's 
market, but that didn't go over that well.  But he became known, and he used to buy.  He 
tried to buy from Del Monte.  He bought a car of tuna fish.  Of course, he didn't have to 
pay right away, but he didn't even make money, just to show that he's a buyer.  To show 
that he's really big.  He didn't even have a place.  Little by little.  We bought on 
Wissinoming we bought a property, a warehouse and started building, and he got a 
contact as a salvage for Del Monte, and this is how we started business. 
 
INT:  Is that where the business remained? 
 
BETTY:  Well, until he passed away, that's where he was.  But then we bought another 
old building in Kensington, and we went on with after he passed away.  I was with my 
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son.  Now my sons are, thank G-d, they're on their own, and they have their own 
building. 
 
INT:  I'm going to take you back now to when you first came to America.  You said you 
have relatives who got you started.  Did you ever revert to any community organizations 
for help at that point, any other charities that helped you out? 
 
BETTY:  Well, we came and we went to the, how do you call that?  The Jewish Family 
Service.  I think they gave us a couple weeks.  My husband asked them that they should 
help him to open a business.  For that they didn't want.  They just refused.  So that cousin 
that I told you, she helped us.  And even the cousin's son, you know, he didn't know 
where to search for supplies, how to get it.  So he went to buy and auction stuff.  I'll never 
forget.  That cousin, he's retired now, Harold Hartmann.  In his new Chevy, he took the 
stuff and brought it to Eighth and Berks.  Till this day I don't forget what he did.  Not 
everybody would want in his new Chevy.  You know what it meant to him?  He started 
just driving, and he put in all the stuff, and he brought it to us.  That's the kind of favors 
we got from his relatives, and from our relatives. 
 
INT:  They were very, very helpful in getting you started, because if you would have had 
to depend on the charities, you would have been out of luck, right? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Yes.  They helped.  They were very nice.  But I am in contact with them. 
 
INT:  Was it hard for you, coming to America?  I mean, your husband looked forward to 
being here. 
 
BETTY:  Yes, as I said, it was hard to come from Czechoslovakia.  We wanted to come 
right away.  We couldn't.  We had to wait for the quota. 
 
INT:  Coming to America, do you remember what it was like? 
 
BETTY:  Like?  It wasn't easy.  It wasn't easy.  On Jefferson Street, my husband got up 
5:00.  I stayed maybe another hour in bed.  He got up and made sandwiches for the 
people who went.  There was another, I don't know what kind of factory, cigars they 
made, also on Jefferson Street.  And when the people went to work, they stopped in for 
sandwiches.  
 
INT:  Oh, so he sold sandwiches. 
 
BETTY:  We had a delicatessen.  We had a delicatessen.  He sold sandwiches in the 
morning.  Then when he got up, he prayed, he ate, and he went up on the street.  I put my 
daughter first, she went to Beth Jacob School, so they came and picked her up, so I had a 
woman help me, because I was in the store.  And Thursday I cooked corned beef and 
made coleslaw for the store.  It wasn't easy.  But you know something?  I didn't complain.  
I was happy to... 
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INT:  Were you happy to be free? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Yes.  You know something?  I came, not like I see people are jealous.  I 
just said to my cousin, I was talking. "You know, I came to you in Logan.  I saw you had 
such a nice place.  I wasn't jealous because you have that place, because I knew I was 
young and I'm going to have it." 
 
INT:  That's a wonderful attitude. 
 
BETTY:  That's the attitude I had.  "I'm going to have it too, some day."  And I did. 
 
INT:  I'm glad you brought that up.  It's very interesting. 
 
BETTY:  Saturday, even if my husband was working.  I took my little girl by the hand, 
and we went to see the cousins, because they also kept the Shabbas.  I went to visit, and 
the children came there, and I practiced my English on them, (laughs) because they didn't 
know Yiddish.  So slowly.  And they admired me for it.  (laughs) 
 
INT:  When did you join a synagogue? 
 
BETTY:  Well, we were already, we went High Holidays to the synagogue, but we didn't 
belong, paying tuition just for the seats. 
 
INT:  Where did you go then? 
 
BETTY:  We were on Seventh Street not in Jefferson.  Seventh and Oxford was the 
Orthodox synagogue.  We went there, and then we were pretty involved already.   
 
INT:  This is North Philly; they still had Orthodox synagogues then. 
 
BETTY:   Yes, yes.  And then we also went with the relatives to Fifth and Poplar.  Went 
there one or two years.  It was quite a walk, but we went.  Anything they had going on.  
My cousin, I was just talking to her daughter.  The mother she was at that time when we 
came, in her seventies, but what a nice lady.  She didn't have.  She took out five dollars 
and gave.  I didn't want to take it.  I said, "You need it."  She had only a little house that 
upstairs she rented out.  The children helped her.  They paid her bills.  And she gave me 
$5.00.  The cousin, she reminded me, like she thinks I forgot.  She lent us $200 to buy a 
new refrigerator, a Norge.  At that time that was the brand.  So we paid her back.  So we 
had a refrigerator when we moved in.  So they were very nice. 
 
INT:  You had good support from the family. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Yes. 
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INT:  Do you have any regrets or disappointments about your life, what your life would 
have been like had it not been derailed by the war? 
 
BETTY:  Well, why should I?  It would have been different, of course it would have 
been different.  But one good thing, and I think it's a good thing about myself, that I don't 
look back.  I start like, you know, maybe it all depends who I would have married, you 
know?  I know my family would have been supportive, because, this is something I 
cannot dwell on, because it's something I can't...My husband, may he rest in peace, he 
used to say that something that cannot be done over, it's no use. 
 
INT:  No regrets?  You just have to keep going forward. 
 
BETTY:  Have to keep going forward, yeah.  You have to look forward.  
 
INT:  Betty, you mentioned to me that you had a very traumatic experience during the 
McCarthy era, and I would like for you to put it on this tape. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Well, one Thursday night, I distinctly remember, like it would be 
yesterday, I told you how hard our store was. It wasn't easy.  So my husband was a, from 
the Second World War, he was wounded.  He was collecting money in Czechoslovakia.  
But here he didn't have it, so he figured he'll try to call up the Czech Embassy and see if 
he can get it sent here to the United States.  So he made a call to the Embassy and they 
connected him.  Then I can't remember exactly what they told him.  But the next day on 
Friday the FBI was in our store, and started questioning us.  There was nothing we 
wanted to hide.  We told them when we came.  Any papers he wanted we showed him.  
They asked what he was in Czechoslovakia.  He told them he was in the Second World 
War, he was a soldier.  He showed them all the papers he had, these medals.  And they 
took even the papers.  A lot of questioning.  I think he even had to go down somewhere 
with them.   
 
And then it was quiet.  We didn't hear.  But seeing what they did, my husband was 
already afraid to continue with the embassy to call them to see.  
 
INT:  Let me stop you a minute.  Would you explain what kind of questions, the 
questions they were asking?  What was your impression they were looking for?  What 
were they accusing him of? 
 
BETTY:  At that time we didn't know.  We didn't understand what it, we didn't feel there 
was anything wrong, we did anything wrong.  We just figured out later on that this must 
have been because we made the call, because there wasn't any other things that we did 
something wrong. 
 
INT:  Did they ask any questions that would make you think they were questioning if 
you were a Communist? 
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BETTY:  Yes.  Yes.  
 
INT:  They did ask you questions. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Because my husband was in Russia, and they asked if he was a 
Communist, and he said no.  Not only a Communist, but after the war, and he showed 
them.  In fact I have it even here.  I have a piece of, like a card that says, "We are friends 
of the United States," before we went because it was already a Russian influence.  He 
was hiding out, my husband, because if they would have trapped him, they would have 
arrested him.  He was hiding out.  Then once it was over already, because he was an 
American friend.  So we showed that to them that we are, in Czechoslovakia they called 
it Psatel U.S.A.  That means "A Friend of the United States."  He belonged even to a club 
that he was a friend of the United States.  They just went ahead and questioned him about 
communism and where he was and what he was doing.  He was never, in 
Czechoslovakia, there were people, just like we were, friends of the U.S.A., that is how 
they were friends of Communists.  Believe me, there were people who came to the 
United States that lied themselves through and came.  But we didn't.  So he never felt that 
he did anything wrong.  But a few years back, when we wanted to go to Israel, I got my 
citizenship.  I had no problem, and him, they wouldn't.  They didn't say why, but they just 
questioned.  He learned the questions.  The questions he knew.  I wrote a little better than 
he did, because I was in night school, and he wasn't able to.  But he wrote.  Not correctly, 
but you were able to read it if you wanted it.  I know people who knew less than that who 
never went to school.  He was good in Czech.  He was typing and everything.  But 
not...in Yiddish, but not in English.  But this wasn't the reason why. 
 
INT:  So they denied him citizenship. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, but they didn't say why.  They didn't say that to him.  They didn't say 
that.  Then six weeks later somebody said, or a few months later, again he applied.  He 
must have applied quite a few times. 
 
INT:  And they never told him why he didn't get it? 
 
BETTY:  No. 
 
INT:  He just didn't get it. 
 
BETTY:  He just didn't get it.  He had to have a different passport than me, you know?  
Every year he had to fill out, like an alien.  He was an alien.  And then it was bothering 
him terrible.  A few years before he passed away -- quite a few years, I don't know 
exactly, I have the documents -- when he heard of an international lawyer, and we paid at 
that time a lot of money.  $700 is a lot of money for us.  The lawyer went with him to get 
a citizenship and he asked him, "You show us why." (bangs fist on table) The McCarthy 
era was over already.  "Why that man, he's doing nothing wrong.  He did nothing wrong.  
Why you don't want to give it to him."  Then eventually he got it. 
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INT:  What year was it that he finally got his citizenship? 
 
BETTY:  I think my daughter was married already.  Quite a few years later.  Quite a few 
years later. 
 
INT:  Like twenty years? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  Eleven years he's gone already.  Yeah, maybe twenty, twenty-five 
years. 
 
INT:  But it was still on his record.  That's amazing. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  When he got his citizenship, he was so happy.  He was so happy.  He was 
very happy to be in the United States. 
 
INT:  Sure. 
 
BETTY:  He said the United States gave him opportunity to raise a family. 
 
INT:  That's a very painful story.  And do your children know what happened? 
 
BETTY:  I think my daughter does.  I don't know about our sons.  I don't know.  We 
never.  It was so painful, I never talked about it. 
 
INT:  It sounds like you were very traumatized.  I know you didn't even want to put the 
story on tape because it upset you so much. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Yes. 
 
INT:  Because you're still worried that maybe it will come to haunt you. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Yes. 
 
INT:  Well, thank you for putting it on tape, because it's very important for us to have 
that documented. 
 
BETTY:  You're welcome. 
 
INT:  Okay.  We're going to move to another phase now, having to do with raising 
children.  (Pause)  How did your experiences in the war affect your desire to have 
children?  Did you want them? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I wanted children because I have nobody.  My family was gone, and I 
liked children, and I wanted to.  Like for instance, we were, my daughter knows about it.  
A lot of times I think maybe she shouldn't have, because as a child when she found out, it 
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bothered her.  You see, we were in Czechoslovakia.  We knew we have to move on 
because of the Iron Curtains, and I got pregnant.  Even my husband was careful, but, you 
know.  And I was very happy, but he explained it to me.  Now with a little kid to go, we 
don't know what the circumstances, how we're going to...What is it going to be like?  
How are we going to make a living?  We want children, but now is not the time.  
Somehow I figured that G-d forbid if I am going to make an abortion then maybe I'm 
never going to be able to have children, although that was over there legal.  I could have 
had with a doctor.  I don't know if it was legal or not, but he had a doctor, and I said to 
the doctor, “I don't want to have an abortion.”  My mother never had an abortion, and I 
don't want to have.  I have nothing against it if somebody else wants it.  What they want 
to do with their body.  I'm not like the ones who are pro-life, and I am pro-life in a way.  
A person, if he can't raise a child, and if he feels it's good for them, it's all right with me.  
For my family, I didn't want to do that.  I knew that it's going to be hard times, but I 
wouldn't have minded to take something to bring on a period, but not three months later 
for an abortion.  My daughter when she heard that, she was against my husband.  Like he 
didn't want her, you know?   
 
But he loved her so much, when we were traveling from Czechoslovakia on the boat.  We 
took the boat in Italy.  She didn't come to me.  She was all the time everywhere with him.  
She felt good, he felt good.  I was the one who was... 
 
INT:  Seasick. 
 
BETTY:  Seasick.  But not the both of them.  All the time with Daddy.  He just loved 
her.  But she always felt he didn't like her enough after that.  He used to kibbitz with her.  
This was an old European, I don't know.  I used to be angry with him for that.  He used to 
say, "Well, if you wouldn't behave, we would have thrown you out."  You know, kibbitz 
around.  But a child doesn't understand that, you know? 
 
INT:  She got the connection between the two of them:  I'm going to throw you out and 
not wanting her. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.   
 
INT:  Did he understand that? 
 
BETTY:  He laughed, he didn't think nothing of that. 
 
INT:  Did she ever talk about that openly? 
 
BETTY:  Well, with me, she does.  I don't know with somebody else.  Then another 
time, I didn't have any money.  I'll go back to the story, but I want to tell you, because I'm 
on the subject.  We didn't have the money to, that I should be home with her all the time, 
so I figured it was summer, and in the neighborhood there, it had pollution and 
everything.  She should have been in the country.  I couldn't afford it to be with her in the 
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country at that time, so I had a friend and people that I knew.  There was a very kosher 
place, a place where my friends also were. 
 
INT:  You're talking about Israel. 
 
BETTY:  No, when I was in America.  America.  She was three years old.  We came, for 
the weekend we stayed with her.  But eventually came to see her.  But like this, she was 
with a family.  There was a little girl like her.  She got fresh milk, fresh meat.  Also, she 
was like me when I was a little girl.  She was a little ashamed to say no.  She should have 
objected.  But she was upset.  And he left her.  Now, she didn't realize that I wanted for 
her good.  I would have kept her with me.  But I want it for her benefit.  The one year and 
the next year, she developed scarlet fever.  And then they called me up and I brought her 
home.  And then she all the times, she said that stories that the husband didn't behave and 
it scared her and stuff.  But she told me that later on.  I said, "Why didn't you tell me 
then?"  "I was afraid." 
 
INT:  What did she mean by "didn't behave"? 
 
BETTY:  She didn't say he was abusive, but like talked to her in a way that was scary.  
And maybe something else that she didn't tell me, so I said, "You should have told 
Mommy."  I felt terrible, because I wanted good for her, you know.  And I paid that lady 
for it, that she was there.  She didn't do me no favors.  So where were we?  (Pause) 
 
So I was very happy when she was born.  It wasn't easy.  We had to leave, and be in a 
camp.  Before we came to Israel, we were in Czechoslovakia in a camp for four weeks. 
 
INT:  For displaced persons? 
 
BETTY:  It wasn't a displaced persons camp.   We were all gathering.  Why, because... 
 
INT:  To go to Israel. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  See, my husband, because he had a rank.  How do you call it? 
 
INT:  Military rank? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  And so they asked him to go and like help them prepare the soldiers to go 
to Israel.  It was like an exercise, and boys and girls, men and women.   He was there for 
four weeks.  He came once to see us.  And then he came and we packed up, and we went, 
it was like a camp, and from there we went to Austria, and then to Italy, but we didn't 
stay there long.  We went on the boat.  But when we came to Israel, they took off all the 
clothes.  They didn't want Czech soldiers there.  In the army everybody.  If I wouldn't 
have had the baby, she was a year and a half old, I would have had to go, too. 
 
INT:  You would have to go, too. 
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BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  So all the refugees were put into the army. 
 
BETTY:  The men, they went right away, because there was a war going on.  The war 
was still on. 
 
INT:  How many people went over with you? 
 
BETTY:  There was 300 people with us.  Ach! 
 
INT:  (inaudible) 
 
BETTY:  And then you're younger, too.  (laughs)  I couldn't do that today. 
 
INT:  Did you have any fears about raising the children after what you'd been through? 
 
BETTY:  I raised mine. (laughs) 
 
INT:  Did you have fears about anything happening to them, overly protective, or fear? 
 
BETTY:  Yes, that's a good question.  Because I didn't want to leave my Rita in 
Czechoslovakia with no babysitter. 
 
(END TAPE FIVE, SIDE TWO)  
 
(TAPE SIX, SIDE ONE) 
 
BETTY:  So I took, I took with me some babysitter with me, in the hotel.  I took a room, 
and I took the carriage there, and I had a little girl, a teenager with me, in the evening.  
Not to leave home with somebody.  I didn't want to leave her, because she was so dear to 
me, and I was afraid that something's going to happen.  I didn't want to leave her.  And I 
was over-protective.  But when I came to the United States and Israel, well, in Israel 
already it was a little different.  But wherever I went, even in the United States I 
remember.  When I went, I took her with me.  We went to, there was an organization 
there.  The (?) Social, I don't know if you heard of that.  They make, every four weeks 
they had something on, like a theater or something.  I took her with me.  But then when 
Stanley was born already, she was already, there were two children.  At that time I 
already took an older lady, that she was with Stanley.  So, her name was Mrs. Maxon 
(sp?). She was with the children. 
 
INT:  Were you conscious of any other fears about the kids? 
 
BETTY:  Well, as I said… 
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INT:  Other than leaving them with people? 
 
BETTY:  I didn't want to leave them with just anybody. 
 
INT:  But other than that, do you remember anything else that was over-protective, of 
leaving them, if they were out beyond a certain time, did you panic, that kind of thing, 
more than you ordinarily would had you not gone through? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I always knew where they were.  I always knew where they were. 
 
INT:  Did they always have to call?  Were they conscious of being in touch with you all 
the time? 
 
BETTY:  When my boys were, you know, teenagers, the older one, he was very good at 
calling.  They knew I always wanted to know where they are.  But the younger one, he 
used to say, "Mommy, I know where I am.  What are you worried?  I know where I am."  
(laughs).  He was kind of, I'm sure now he calls his wife on time.  (laughs)  But Stanley 
was very good at calling me.  And so was Rita.  I knew where they were. 
 
INT:  What was your philosophy about childrearing?  What was your philosophy about 
raising kids?  Do you have thoughts about that at all? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I'll tell you.  As I said, I was protective of them.  I was...I tried my very 
best with them.  But like in life, at the same time I was also helping my husband. 
 
INT:  So you needed time for yourself to work, and you had to worry about the children, 
too.  Was that hard to separate yourself from... 
 
BETTY:  Well, it wasn't easy.  It wasn't easy.  But that was a part of life.  I took it as part 
of life. 
 
INT:  In those days, not as many women worked as today.  It's not as accepted.   
 
BETTY:  Well, my husband didn't want me to work.  When I used to work at the cash 
register, yeah.  But then he was aiming that I shouldn't have to go work, you know. 
 
INT:  Did you want to work?  Did you enjoy it? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I didn't mind it, but at the same time, my head was all the time, you 
know, home. 
 
INT:  Worried about the children? 
 
BETTY:  About the children. 
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INT:  But you had help in the house to take care of that. 
 
BETTY:  Well, later on, yes.  Yes. 
 
INT:  You never left them alone. 
 
BETTY:  Alone, no.  No. 
 
INT:  You wouldn't.  How did you handle the discipline with the children?  Was it 
between you and your husband? 
 
BETTY:  Well, that's a question.  My husband, he just had to look at them.  And 
although he didn't hit them or anything, but they had more respect, I guess, because I 
used to promise them that I'm going to do this to them, and I'm going to do that to them, 
and never did anything.  So they just knew it's a lot of talk (laughs), you know?  So they 
were not afraid of me. 
 
INT:  So your husband took care of the discipline. 
 
BETTY:  Then I said, "If you don't listen, Daddy gonna take care of you."  (laughter) 
 
INT:  And when father came home, did you tell him that they misbehaved? 
 
BETTY:  Some, if it had to be some. 
 
INT:  Did you have any major problems with any of your kids? 
 
BETTY:  Thank G-d.  No, not what people have today, thank G-d. 
 
INT:  Other than, you know, the usual. 
 
BETTY:  Well, the usual.  I'll tell you, I didn't want, for instance, for my daughter I 
didn't want the boy she went around with.  And she listened, but when I went to work, I 
blame myself, that she is not as religious as the other one. I think it's my fault.  Because I 
should have stayed at home. Like with the boys I stayed more at home.  I stayed home. 
 
INT:  So you feel that her social contacts made a difference. 
 
BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  And she didn't go to religious school as long as the other two. 
 
BETTY:  Yes, yes. 
 
INT:  She went to public school? 
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BETTY:  Because she was so religious in her heart.  She's really like me.  She believes 
in G-d.  But because of all the...she's a very...she reads a lot of books, and with all her 
philosophy, and with all her psychology, and with all her...and I think it's, it has to do 
with the company she was in.  And that I wasn't home. 
 
INT:  But your concern was with her not being more religious. Were there other issues 
with friends?  Was she dating non-Jewish boys? 
 
BETTY:  She wasn't dating non-Jewish.  Never. 
 
INT:  It just wasn't, she wasn't as religious as you would have liked her to have been? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, but see, it's not that.  See, I don't blame her, I blame myself.  Because I 
myself at that time was working on Shabbas.  So I cannot blame that.  Not whatsoever is 
it her fault.  Everything is mine.  It's our fault.  It's nothing.  Because she was, I remember 
when she went to Beth Jacob School.  She was more talking to G-d than any other little 
girl.  It's what she saw at home.  And I know in the beginning, you know, she saw me 
that, even if I was working, I came home to light the candles and took a shower and put 
on my long robe and everything.  And when she got married, she was trying to do that, 
too.  So it's really in her.  It's just that because she didn't see it really at home, really.  She 
didn't see what the two boys saw.  So it's not... 
 
INT:  So you feel that modeling is very important.  As a parent. 
 
BETTY:  Whatever they see around. 
 
INT:  That could be your philosophy of education, that you as a parent model what you 
want them to be. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  Pardon me, also, my son, he just remind me.  They saw their father, 
how he was working for the synagogue and for the schools and everything.  And my sons 
are doing the same thing now, you know.  So my son reminded me.  It's really what they 
saw at home, you know?  It's what's instilled in them.  And this is why I blame myself 
with her, because she didn't see that.  It was in the beginning, you know.  We were 
struggling, you know?  And I mean, I have an excuse for that, but I think the excuse is 
not good enough.  I was too young to realize.  I was too young to realize.  Although, as 
soon as I came from Israel, I wanted my child to be in a religious school, and I put her 
there.  So I had the intention, but... 
 
INT:  Are your children close with each other? 
 
BETTY:  (sighs) Well, I wish they would be closer.  And this is also maybe because they 
were not born close to each other. They're like, you know, one is six years, one is seven 
years, you know. 
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INT:  Is the fact that the boys are...  
 
BETTY:  More close. 
 
INT:  Not close, they're more religious.  Is that a problem for Rita? 
 
BETTY:  For her?  I think she feels a complex, because, I don't know.  She just, she's 
withdrawn with them.  I mean, they're in a talking condition and everything, but it's not 
the way I would like them to be. 
 
INT:  What was your attitude about education for the children? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I wanted them...see, I never, like maybe other mothers, not like my 
daughter.  My daughter is different, and maybe she's right.  She said to her son, to my 
grandson, "You're going to be a doctor."  All the time talked to him that he's going to be a 
doctor.  I was more lenient.  And because maybe she's in education all the time, you 
know?  I mean, she was always.  And she said to the other one, "Well, you're going to be 
a lawyer," but I don't know if he's going to be a lawyer.  
 
INT:  So how did you approach their schooling? 
 
BETTY:  I always thought that they should marry who their heart desires, and that they 
should do whatever they feel fit to do, but do it good.  I said even to my grandson, he 
talked to me.  "Whatever you do, do whatever you feel that you can do best.  That's what 
you should do.  And that you're happy with." 
 
INT:  Did you encourage them to go on to college? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Yes, I know there was, I just told him recently, the older one.  He started 
school when he was five, the first grade. And he went through a test.  I mean, you just 
don't put him in.  You have to go through if you are capable.  And he was capable to be in 
the first grade, so I put him in first grade. 
 
INT:  And he went into what school? 
 
BETTY:  Beth Jacob.  And he was fine, he wasn't tall.  And now I see I didn't do the 
right thing.  I shouldn't have pushed him into first grade.  I thought it was wonderful that 
my baby is going.  But see, if I would do it over, I wouldn't put him in the first grade. 
 
INT:  Did he suffer from doing that? 
 
BETTY:  He didn't suffer, but you know what?  He had all the time older friends, until 
this day he has older friends, which is nothing wrong with that.  But he...yeah, he said he 
wants to take that year, he wants to take off from college, and he wants to like travel and 
do whatever.  And I said to my husband, because he was the one who put his foot down.  
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I wouldn't have won.  So I said to my husband, "He is not going. He's going to college.  
He's capable."  And so I pushed him. I mean, through my husband.  You know? 
 
INT:  So right from high school he went into college? 
 
BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  Where did he go? 
 
BETTY:  Temple.  But then... 
 
INT:  Did he finish? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  But what it was, that he went every year in the summer to Israel.  In the 
'72 year war broke out in Israel, and he stopped.  And he took in Bar Ilan University, he 
took some courses.  And he wanted to have his education in Israel. He would have had 
credit when he comes back.  And because of the war, I was afraid, and I was against it.  
And he had it against me something terrible.  I wonder now how he feels -- I don't want 
to talk to him about it -- if his child would do that.  I was afraid, because of the war, that 
he should be there.  And so I didn't support him with money.  He had his own money.  He 
went.  He went anyhow, on his own money.  And we took him.  We took him just to the 
limousine.  The limousine took him.  Because we felt, we were angry, he shouldn't.  But 
we correspond, and you know. 
 
INT:  How long did he stay in Israel? 
 
BETTY:  He stayed for over a half a year, or maybe a whole year, I don't remember 
exactly.  But we corresponded. 
 
INT:  And Rita... 
 
BETTY:  But financially I didn't want to support him that he should stay there.  And then 
he came back.  He went into Yeshiva University for a semester, and he finished at 
Temple. And then he wanted business, so he went into business. 
 
INT:  Your family business. 
 
BETTY:  No, for a while he was with his father, then he wanted separate. 
 
INT:  But now he's back. 
 
BETTY:  He's back with his brother. 
 
INT:  And Rita went on also to college? 
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BETTY:  Rita was like that.  Right from high school she married. 
 
INT:  Where did she go to high school? 
 
BETTY:  In high school where she went?  To Wilson. 
 
INT:  That's a public high school? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Here in Cottman Avenue.  Then she married, and she went to, because 
what went on, they went to Canada. Because he was the military, like to Vietnam he 
didn't want to go. 
 
INT:  After high school you're talking about? 
 
BETTY:  A year.  They were here a year. 
 
INT:  Wait, after high school she got married right away? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  She took courses here, and she was working, because her husband was in 
school.  He became a Ph.D.  You know, she married twice.  I thought I told you.  She 
married an American, but really he was born in England, his mother was English.  And 
she had a child with him.  But they went to, because of Vietnam, they were in Canada.  
So even their little boy was born in Canada, the one who is third year in medical school 
now.  And of course, every few weeks either she came here to visit, or we were there 
every so often.  But it didn't work out and she got divorced.  She got divorced and she 
remarried. 
 
INT:  When did she have a chance to finish her education? 
 
BETTY:  So while she was working, she helped him even with his Ph.D.  She typed for 
him. 
 
INT:  This is the second one. 
 
BETTY:  The first one.  And she went, even in Canada, she took courses.  But she went 
to school in Canada, never got her credits back.  He was in the university there, and she's 
claiming that he wouldn't let it through.  So she started here.  Here she went to school.  
And she wanted to go even to go for her Ph.D., but she stopped because she's working. 
She's helping.  She's helping for the family. 
 
INT:  And is she in education, you said.  She has a degree in education? 
 
BETTY:  Well, she was working in the library in Canada.  And now she's tutoring a 
little. 
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INT:  And your oldest son, did he go on to college right after high school? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Yes. 
 
INT:  He graduated from Beth Jacob. 
 
BETTY:  Well, just till high school.  High school, at that time Beth Jacob didn't have a 
high school, so he went to Wilson Junior High. 
 
INT:  Okay.  So all your children went to public high school. 
 
BETTY:  No, not Ira.  The youngest didn't.  The youngest... 
 
INT:  No, I know I said Ira.  I was talking about the other one.  He went to Beth Jacob all 
the way through. 
 
BETTY:  No, he went to Beth Jacob, and then he went to YU in New York. 
 
INT:  For high school.  So he was like boarding school. Boarding high school. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  And I felt so bad, poor kid.  He was sick about it.  And he went even to 
the doctor, and the doctor said, you know, because I saw he was throwing up, and I 
thought that he had a virus. 
 
INT:  He was sick about going away. 
 
BETTY:  But he didn't say anything.  He didn't say anything also.  But the doctor said, 
"Listen, Ira, if anything, you call me right here.  Don't even talk or call your mother.  Call 
me here if anything."  But he went.  And you know something?  He doesn't have it 
against me.  In fact, he thanked me for letting him there. 
 
INT:  It must have been hard for you to send him away. 
 
BETTY:  Very hard.  I don't think he realized how hard.  He was my baby.  And you 
know why I did it?  Because for him, here the Beth Jacob School wasn't good, and public 
school, I didn't want to send him, because I saw what it did to Stanley -- they took off the 
kippah from him, and once they went into his locker and stole his pants.  I had to bring 
his pants. That was here in high school in the Northeast High School.  And I wanted him 
to be there.  And he saw that he really should go, but I think he was afraid.  But he 
thanked me. 
 
INT:  How did your husband feel about sending him away? 
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BETTY:  Well, you know, we talked it over.  And we saw.  He maybe, if I would have 
said no, it would have been all right. But about education, it was my decision with the 
children. 
 
INT:  So the education was your decision. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah. 
 
INT:  What was your attitude towards the kids having fun?  Like their entertainment? 
 
BETTY:  Well, you see, that's why I didn't let already Ira to be, my older son, he had 
already long hair.  And you know that time. 
 
INT:  The sixties? 
 
BETTY:  It was in the seventies, I think.  And when we told him to cut his hair, to make 
a hair cut, it didn't do us any good.  But when we stopped saying anything, I don't know if 
it was because of that, but we had a very nice rabbi.  I don't know if you ever heard of 
him, Rabbi Yolles, he passed on.  And he had a lot of influence on him, and then a 
professor that he till this day he's very good with him, Dr. Sharashevsky, if you ever 
heard of him.  And he had a big influence on him, too.  And we didn't say anything 
already, and so he took off.  And Sharashevsky, and then he went to Israel and he came 
back.  But high school didn't do, you know, if I would have let him, although he went to 
high school, I was afraid that he was not going to be religious.  But then, see, Ira... 
 
INT:  They were into drugs? 
 
BETTY:  No.  G-d forbid.  Never.  Not that I know.   
 
INT:  Or drinking? 
 
BETTY:  No.   
 
INT:  So what kind of friends did he have? 
 
BETTY:  He had friends.  There was a whole story that I can say with the high school.  I 
thought they were so nice.  And once I made him a party here, and I told the boy who 
used to come here with him, I said, "Just give me a few nice of his friends, and I wanted 
to make his sixteenth birthday party a surprise."  And I took him away, and my daughter 
was here from Canada, so she arranged like supper for them and everything, and a cake, 
and I bring him home, and here is the whole Northeast High School.  (interviewer laughs)  
And they were so bad.  They were on top of my car and on top of my neighbor's car.  And 
the poor kid, he apologized. "Mom, I'm so sorry. I know you meant well, but if you 
would have asked me, I would have never let you do that."  I felt so bad for him, because 
he felt terrible. 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 121 

INT:  And how about Ira? 
 
BETTY:  Well, with Ira I didn't have all these things, because he was in religious school.   
 
INT:  He was in high school? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  There was a party from school with the kids, it was a different class of 
kids.  And Purim they had a big party.  And then certain holidays, but Stanley also had 
very nice friends.  Till this day he's friends with him, Frank Schwartz.  He became, his 
parents were not religious, were Conservative.  But he became Orthodox.  He spent a lot 
of time in my house.  Stanley loves company. I used to say, "Please tell me at least 
Thursday."  "Whatever we eat, he'll eat.  So what?"  But I wanted, with company, I want 
something a little different.  I have the same thing, but it's different.  He just couldn't 
understand that.  I wonder if he does the same thing.  Although, I'll tell you.  My 
daughter-in-law, she makes so much.  They have now also constantly, and they can just 
bring from the synagogue more people.  See, with me, it was different.  For them, 
something to throw out -- there's a reason for everything.  For them something to throw 
out is nothing.  I can't throw out food.  So I wouldn't make as much, the whole week I'm 
not going to give them to eat the same thing, if they're not going to finish it.  And that 
they couldn't understand. 
 
INT:  They didn't understand why you had this attitude towards food.   
 
BETTY:  Not the food.  How come that they cannot bring people. 
 
INT:  But also, it related to the fact that... 
 
BETTY: But they couldn't understand that. 
 
INT:  That you were starving. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, they just couldn't.  Even till this day, I don't like to throw out things. 
 
INT:  I think most survivors feel that way, or anybody who's ever starved feels that way. 
 
BETTY:  I just can't.  I put everything in the freezer, and I bought a special freezer, a 
deep freeze that it really tastes good, in the deep freezer; it will never taste the same, a 
refrigerator freezer. 
 
INT:  As a deep freezer?  Oh, really. 
 
BETTY:  You can't keep it. 
 
INT:  My food doesn't taste great in my freezer.  And I didn't know why. 
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BETTY:  And I'll tell you why. 
 
INT:  (laughs) Well, you would know, because you know about food. 
 
BETTY:  Buy a small freezer, just a deep freezer. 
 
INT:  I don't have room in my house.  Now it's just my husband and I.  So we don't...And 
Rita.  What about her social life? 
 
BETTY:  Well, she was, I'll tell you, she was not really too party-going.  She had a few 
friends. 
 
INT:  Were you worrying about her dates, or who she was going out with? 
 
BETTY:  No, I always knew where she was.  She went out with nice boys.   
 
INT:  And your kids went to Israel in the summers when they were going to high school? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  Rita didn't, because when Rita was growing up, I couldn't afford it.  But 
with the boys, already, my husband was working, and they went to Israel. 
 
INT:  Almost, like every summer? 
 
BETTY:  No.  Ira went to camp. 
 
INT:  In Israel. 
 
BETTY:  No, here.  Then one year when he was sixteen he went to Israel.  But Stanley 
also, after sixteen, not before.  After sixteen.  I had my aunt there.  They took care. 
 
INT:  So they didn't go with a group, they went by themselves. 
 
BETTY:  No, no, they went with a group.  They went from Gratz College.  They went 
with a group.  But I always, even with a group, I wouldn't feel comfortable.  But I knew 
that they were over-looking. 
 
INT:  You didn't feel comfortable in what way? 
 
BETTY:  That they should be there, you know.  I know that my aunt is there, they have 
where to go, if G-d forbid they don't feel good or anything, they're there.  Or the laundry 
she used to do for them.  They used to go there to see them. 
 
INT:  Did Rita go to camp? 
 
BETTY:  Rita did not go to camp, no.   
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INT:  Was it the money, or you didn't want to let her go? 
 
BETTY:  Well, it was the money.  She did go to a day camp, yeah.  She did, when I lived 
in North Philadelphia, she went to day camp. 
 
INT:  Even when she was in high school? 
 
BETTY:  No, no.  When she was a little girl. 
 
INT:  What did she do in the summers when she was in high school? 
 
BETTY:  We used to go away then.  But that time already I took them, even her friend, 
we went to Atlantic City for a week.  So I took her. 
 
INT:  That was her vacation, and then they just stayed around. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, or one of my friends took her, and she complains she didn't like it, but 
she went with her to New York for a week.  This is the kind [of thing]. 
 
INT:  And what about your children and work?  The attitude towards what kind of work 
they would do? 
 
BETTY:  My children are ambitious.  So is Rita, so is Stanley, and so Ira.  They're not 
lazy.  When it comes to business, work, they're very ambitious.  Thank G-d. 
 
INT:  Do you think they saw that from their parents, too? 
 
BETTY:  I think so.  I think so. (laughs)  I never thought of myself that I am, but… 
 
INT:  You keep yourself busy, too, don't you? 
 
BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  And what about your attitude towards their independence? You mentioned that a 
little bit, that whatever they wanted to do, you pushed them.  But what about their 
freedom to... 
 
BETTY:  I don't know.  I did what I would have liked, that you know, my parents would 
have done for me.  But my parents couldn't do, because times were different, you know.  
So I thought, you know, because I loved them so much, I figured they'll know already, 
you know.  But you know, if I would have to raise them all over, I don't think I would 
have done the same thing. 
 
INT:  What do you think you would have done differently? 
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BETTY:  I think you have to give maybe more, like my daughter, more pushing them to 
do more.  Although my boys, they knew what they want.  They knew what they want.  
They wanted business, they knew what they want.  Then I didn't want to fight with them.  
If that's what they want, fine.  I want to really... 
 
INT:  You actually, in that way you were really very liberal. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, but I really wanted them, in fact, I encouraged them.  He took a course 
in law, in high school, and he did well, fairly well.  And I thought maybe, and my older 
son thought that maybe he'll become a lawyer.  But with Rita, as I said, I wasn't enough 
home, and that's, that I blame myself. 
 
INT:  How did you, if there was something that your children wanted, and you didn't 
think it was in their best interest, how did you work that out between you? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I raised my voice.  I let them know. 
 
INT:  How did you resolve those conflicts? 
 
BETTY:  Well, sometimes, you know, you win, and sometimes, (laughs) you win some, 
you lose some, you know? 
 
INT:  What kind of values were important to the family? 
 
BETTY:  In what?  Family values.  Well, you know. (laughs) 
 
INT:  What would you say was the most important for you in raising the whole family? 
 
BETTY:  Well, first of all, I wanted the children saw as much as they saw in religion, 
and in the beginning they didn't, so it was, you know.  In fact, later on they pushed me.  
You know, they overlooked that I should be just so, you know? Because there was a time 
that I wasn't. 
 
INT:  You mean as far as religion is concerned. 
 
BETTY:  Shabbas, yes.  Yes.  And with my daughter, I used to, she can say that I used to 
talk to her that she should be good to her in-laws when she'll marry.  Maybe because I 
had two sons, and I saw it forthcoming.  But if you ever talk to her, you can -- I always 
told her: “You should know some day you'll have a mother-in-law.  You should respect 
her, because she has a son, and she raised him, and you shouldn't take him away from 
her.”  I don't know why.  I think I have this in mind because I have two sons.  I don't 
know. 
 
INT:  What about things like caring for family and respect for each other and that sort of 
thing? 
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BETTY:  Well, I think, Stanley once told me, "I would like to see a good fight between 
you and Dad."  And I don't say that there wasn't something sometimes that we disagreed, 
but we used to do that, when they were not around, or in the bedroom, or something, that 
they shouldn't hear us.  Because so we wanted that to see them, you know.  And I think 
that they saw the love between...the proof is, they love their wives, my two sons, and my 
daughter, too.  They're devoted.  Although she divorced her husband, well that's 
something I guess that... 
 
INT:  Maybe she saw from the relationship that you had with your husband was what she 
didn't have.  
 
BETTY:  And she didn't get it there. Right. 
 
INT:  Again, we go with the modeling. 
 
BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  Did you experience a conflict of values between how you were raised in Europe, 
and how you raised your children in America? 
 
BETTY:  Of course. 
 
INT:  Could you explain what that difference was? 
 
BETTY:  Well, it's different.  The situation here is different.  It's different.  Like I was 
raised, not that my children don't give me respect, don't misunderstand that.  But it's 
different here than it was in Europe, you know?  It's different.  Even if you have a 
different opinion, you kept it to yourself.  You were not open as you are here, you know? 
And you didn't talk back, like you know, well, I think that this is right and this is wrong, 
and because this is my mother and this is my father.  And I don't know if it's good or bad, 
but that's the way it is. 
 
INT:  So it's around the respect, how parents and children interact with each other is the 
biggest conflict, you think.  Or difference.  Were you worried about bringing up your 
children in American society?  Did that ever concern you? 
 
BETTY:  There was no use to worry about it.  You did the best you can.  I remember 
once my younger son said... 
 
(END TAPE SIX, SIDE ONE) 
 
(TAPE SIX, SIDE TWO) 
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BETTY:  …"Mom" -- I'll never forget it.  He said, "You raised us right.  And the rest 
you leave up to G-d.  You have to feel that you did the best for us.  And the rest you just 
leave it to G-d."  (laughs) 
 
INT:  G-d bless youngest children. (laughs) 
 
BETTY:  But I wonder how he feels now about his children. (laughs) Because I was 
upset, you know.  (laughs) 
 
INT:  How did you deal with your war experiences with the children?  Did you talk 
about it? 
 
BETTY:  As I told you before, that it was very hard.  My Rita, especially.  She used to 
ask me.  I couldn't open up to her, because I wanted to cry.  Maybe because I felt so 
closeness to her, and she was my blood, you know, that I wasn't able to talk to her.  And I 
thought that it's only me, but then I heard from other people, that they felt the same thing. 
 
INT:  Were you afraid that knowing about your experiences would affect their welfare?  
Were you concerned... 
 
BETTY:  Well, when she was little, I didn't want to tell her, because I was afraid that 
she's too young.  She shouldn't have no nightmares and stuff.  But when she was older 
already, I was still, you know, the only one, as I said, was my husband that I was able to 
talk to.  Or maybe strangers.  And...but later on, when my grandson, that was already 
quite a few years ago, when he asked me, I figured, if he wants to know, it's better for me 
to tell him, because then how will this generation know what we went through?  So with 
him, my Rita's children, and she was not against it.  I even made a tape for the youngest 
one.  She wanted, you know, she interviewed me, and I, you know. 
 
INT:  The youngest grandchild interviewed you. 
 
BETTY:  Yes, but just for her schoolwork. 
 
INT:  So of the stories that you're telling me, how much of this do your children know? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I think whatever, my daughter, I think they know more of what they 
were reading.  They left me alone.  When I didn't tell them anything, all of them.  They 
studied in school. 
 
INT:  No, but I mean, your personal experiences.  You really have not, I'm getting the 
feeling you haven't shared too much. 
 
BETTY:  Bits and pieces a little bit.  But not that much. Not that much. 
 
INT:  How do you think your children view your experiences during the war? 
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BETTY:  A lot of times it bothers me that they could be more, you know, they should 
realize what I went through.  But I really don't know.  I really don't know.  I think they 
think that this was what it was, because I said, for instance, to my youngest one, 
something came up and I said, "Well, look what I went through."  "Oh, Mom, you're 
strong.  This is an American girl." 
 
INT:  Do you think that they realize that you're still traumatized by some of this stuff, 
what it means to be a survivor? 
 
BETTY:  I don't know, and I think they look at me as a mom, and a mom can do 
anything.  This is my point of view.  Maybe I'm wrong, but this is the way I see it. 
 
INT:  So do you think if they read this transcript it would be an eye opener for them, 
some of your experiences? 
 
BETTY:  I don't know.  There was times, for instance, that we were sitting at the table 
with my older son.  We were talking. He listened, and I, you know, not directly to him, 
because there was somebody there, and we were talking.  How come that what I went 
through and I'm still religious, that I don't have nothing against G-d what He did. 
 
INT:  Did you respond? 
 
BETTY:  I did.  I did, and I told him that if I would have given to Hitler, not being just 
like, it's the easiest thing to do to forget everything and not to keep up with my beliefs 
and stuff, it would have been easier.  And then I would have like given in, I feel I would 
have given in to Hitler, that he would have won.  But fighting and raising a family, and 
my values, I think that I'm the winner. 
 
INT:  And your children never asked you questions.  You said your grandchildren, but 
have your children ever said, "Mom, where were you?  What was it like in Auschwitz?"  
Did they ever ask you directly? 
 
BETTY:  When they were little I didn't want to tell them because they were little, and 
then later on, you know I told them, now, "Well, I'm going to make a tape and you'll be 
able to..." I think they responded that they know everything already because they're 
reading books.  And you know, movies and everything. 
 
INT:  And they don't know your personal experiences. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah. 
 
INT:  What about friendships in your life since the war?  Have you made any close 
friends? 
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BETTY:  Yes, I have one friend, she's now in Florida.  Now she's not religious like I am.  
She always says, "Oh, I wish, if I would live closer to you I would become more 
religious." Well, it's a lot also, because her husband was, she called him a workaholic.  
And of course, she didn't go much on vacations because of him.  They went once in a 
while, but he's a survivor, also. 
 
INT:  Is she a survivor, too? 
 
BETTY:  Sort of.  She had her mother.  They were in Rumania. She was not in a 
concentration camp. 
 
INT:  But she's European.  Born in Europe. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, she's European.  She's my age.  A couple months between us.  But she's 
a very kind and very nice person, and so we sometimes shared each other's, you know, 
thoughts, and we talked.  But she had more opportunity about her.  She married later in 
life.  And she was...but she didn't marry as young as I, so her children came later.  And 
she had opportunity for education. 
 
INT:  Did you meet her in this country? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Through my husband, you know, through friends. And we met.  We met 
in Israel, but there we didn't become that friendly, and we continued, my husband with 
her husband, and then in Florida they have a place and I have a place, so we come 
together, and we became very close. 
 
INT:  Do you have any other friends from your organizations? 
 
BETTY:  Then I have also from my husband.  Over here I have good acquaintances and 
also friends.  But you asked me very close.  I have lots of friends.  And when I go to 
Florida, I was talking to a friend here, and I was telling her what a good time I had and 
how they treat me, and she said, "Oh, if I would have a friend like that, I would go to 
Florida and be there the whole winter!"  I mean, she means herself, not me. And I said, 
"Yes, I really enjoy being there, because I'm treated very nice."  And I made friends 
there.  It was really friends, my husband's, but you know. 
 
INT:  Do you think you'll ever move to Florida?  Leave Philadelphia? 
 
BETTY:  I don't think I would leave the children.  Maybe for a few months. 
 
INT:  Do you own a place there, or do you rent? 
 
BETTY:  I have a little small condominium there. 
 
INT:  Where in Florida? 
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BETTY:  Hallandale.  It's really there a senior citizen community. (laughs) 
 
INT:  When you came to America, and how did you take care of yourself?  I mean, you 
know, it was you and your husband.  How did you... 
 
BETTY:  When I came to America I had already my daughter, too. 
 
INT:  How did you, you know, you didn't have a lot of close friends. 
 
BETTY:  Well, I had his family.  And I adapted so fast.  I think I consider myself an 
outgoing person, you know.  Not for myself, just you know.  I made birthday parties for 
them, and I made...and I used to go, I don't know.  I had no family, but I made family. 
 
INT:  How do you, if you have a problem, like now even.  I mean, before you said you 
could talk to your husband about any problems. 
 
BETTY:  Right, right. 
 
INT:  Now who do you talk to if you have a problem, or a decision, or feelings? 
 
BETTY:  Well, my children. 
 
INT:  You feel comfortable talking with the children? 
 
BETTY:  It all depends what the problem is.  There's some problems that... 
 
INT:  You hold inside? 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  But most I can talk to my children. 
 
INT:  Do you ever feel anxious about things?  Anxiety?  I've asked you about the 
feelings that you might have.  Anxiety? 
 
BETTY:  Am I anxious about what? 
 
INT:  Well, if you're asking me about what, then I guess you don't have too much. 
(laughs)  I don't know, about the future, about getting sick. 
 
BETTY:  I don't try to think about that, because I don't want to work myself up into...I 
have to...there were some times that I let myself go, and then I see how I feel, and I 
figured that's not for me. 
 
INT:  You say you "let yourself go."  What do you mean by that? 
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BETTY:  Yeah, I let myself think, and then I don't feel good. Mostly when I don't feel 
good, you know?  Then you think what's going to be.  And then I don't let myself think 
about it. 
 
INT:  You have enough self-control that you can discipline, your self-discipline is a very 
great strength. 
 
BETTY:  I have to do that.  Because I don't want to be a burden to my children. 
 
INT:  You want to keep yourself, you feel that might make you ill, or you lose control, 
and this way you're healthy. 
 
BETTY:  Right. 
 
INT:  What about anger?  How do you deal with anger? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I'll tell you.  When I had my husband, I was able, you know, he laughed 
about it.  He let my anger, "Are you finished?" then he said. (laughs) "Now we talk."  But 
I can't afford to do that. 
 
INT:  So you keep it in? 
 
BETTY:  As I said, I work it out within myself.  It bothers me.  I get very angry.  But as 
angry as I get, I have to come down. 
 
INT:  You work it through on your own. 
 
BETTY:  I have to.   
 
INT:  What do you see as the successes of your life and how have you achieved them?  
What do you think are the most successful aspects of your life? 
 
BETTY:  Well, you mean, as far as financial success? 
 
INT:  However you want to label it. 
 
BETTY:  Well, you know, like I told you on the tape, I worked very hard, and I 
daydreamed that some day I'll have, and even if I didn't have that much, I was satisfied, 
and I wasn't, there are people who are jealous, and they're sick about it if they don't have 
it.  Which I never let myself, you know, be like that.  I hoped that I'll be healthy and I'll 
work and I'll have it.  And I see people have more and people have less.  As long as I 
should be healthy. 
 
INT:  So the fact that you've financially succeeded quite well, and you're very 
comfortable now is a sense of satisfaction for you? 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 131 

BETTY:  Yes, yes, it is.  
 
INT:  You came with nothing to this country and you worked hard. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  Yes.  You see, I'll give you, a few months before, a few weeks, maybe, 
before my husband passed away, I had a car, it wasn't that old, maybe a couple years old.  
We never had a car like that.  I wasn't going to buy a Lincoln. Before that I had an 
accident.  I said a Chevy's no good!  What we had is no good.  It has four wheels, it 
drives, I don't want to show off.  I'm not a show off. I don't want to. He said, "How many 
cars am I going to buy for you?  I want you to have it."  And he drove it too, but you 
know.  Then when we went out he drove it.  But like this, I drove it, he drove an older 
car.  And when I went out, I remember one day I went out in the morning.  I figure, I'm 
dressed, I'm not dressed expensive, but I'm dressed well.  I feel good.  Except, you know, 
my husband was never, even if he was sick he never showed.  He was not a kvetch sick, 
you know?  I felt so, I have the children, thank G-d.  Although they were just grown up.  I 
mean, they were not yet really in a situation like today, but still I considered myself 
lucky.  And I had a satisfaction.  So would you call that... 
 
INT:  That you had... 
 
BETTY:  That I felt success. 
 
INT:  You had raised children that turned out well, and you had a happy marriage. 
 
BETTY:  That was eleven years ago.  Yeah, I had my ups and downs with my daughter.  
It wasn't easy.  First with her marriage, and then when she was sick.  So life is not as 
smooth.  But...I have to make the best of it. 
 
INT:  You were talking about you didn't like to show off.  How did you feel about having 
possessions?  Having jewelry... 
 
BETTY:  Well, you see, I am not the kind to show off that I have it, and feel that, oh, I 
have it.  That's not me.  I'm very...I think, I don't know what somebody else would think 
of me, but this is the way I think about myself.  I can afford to go out and buy myself a 
dress when I think that I have to have it.  But to splurge around and to throw away 
money, it's not me.  It never was.  Maybe that's why I have.  Maybe that's why some 
people don't.  I didn't take no trips, I didn't go to borrow money to take a trip.  Or I had to 
have two trips maybe put away before I'll take my trip, you understand what I mean? And 
that's why I really taught my children, too.  On some of them it rubbed off, on some of 
them it didn't.  (laughs) 
 
INT:  I want, before I go on, I wanted to ask you about Sol and how he died.  Was it 
sudden? 
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BETTY:  No, no.  He was…he had a heart attack.  Before already, he was smoking.  The 
pressure from the business. He was working very hard.  And I see, G-d bless and keep 
them well, my children.  Business is not as easy as it sounds, you know.  There's pressure 
in business.  And this is, business is...So he smoked a lot.  And he smoked those Pall 
Mall's, strong cigarettes.  He like would light one cigarette and forget where he put it, and 
go light another one and another one, and he was a chain smoker.  And as much as I said, 
and as much as he tried to give me everything what he could, but one thing I couldn't win 
is for him to stop smoking.  I couldn't. He used to like to play for social, cards.  Instead of 
going away, he used to invite people here.  I used to have drapes, they were black from 
the smoke.  And I used to say, "But it's no good."  Even in those days they didn't say 
nothing that second smoking is bad for you.  I said, "I feel I am."  So you know what he 
did?  He used to try not to smoke where I am, or to sit away from me, or we went in 
the...airplane together. Non-smoking section.  This is how he tried to please me.  But no.  
So he had a heart attack.  Heart failure.  And he almost passed away.  But he came back, 
and he lived seven years after that, and he became then really religious.  And he stopped 
smoking.   
 
INT:  After his heart attack. 
 
BETTY:  After his heart attack.  The nurses were offering him when he went around 
here, and he was chewing gum, and he was like in a bad mood, but he stopped smoking.  
After that he didn't smoke.  But it took only seven years. 
 
INT:  And he had another heart attack? 
 
BETTY:  Then he had, they were talking already. Because he used to say, "I'm going to 
the doctor for you.  I'm all right, there's nothing wrong with me.  I'm going to the doctor 
for you, for you children, and for you.  I mean, for the children and for you."  
 
INT:  He didn't want to complain that he was sick? 
 
BETTY:  No.  And he traveled, and then he traveled, and we...he wanted to just live.  He 
used to love to take trips, and he loved people, and he loved life.  And people loved him, 
too.  And he used to, sometimes even for two weeks, to close up the business and go.  He 
said, "It will be here when I get back." I was the one, you know, afraid for tomorrow 
what's going to be.  Not today, but that's...you know.  And he used to love to see me 
dressed up.  And like I told you in the machine that's how it was with everything.  With 
the car.   
 
So then as he went for checkups, he told them, he didn't feel so good.  He didn't want to 
give in.  He went to fix a tire in the morning because I had to go to work.  And no matter 
how much I said, "No!" and screamed, he didn't want to wait.  And when he came in the 
middle, and he couldn't catch his breath, and he went, of course, to the doctor, and the 
doctor, they took a catheterization, and they saw the blockages, and they suggested he 
should have the bypasses.  And it took half a year to go through, to one doctor.  But I 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 133 

went to, I don't know if you heard of Dr. Leikoff, to Goldberg, to quite a few doctors, big 
doctors, and they all said the same thing.  And I begged him, that he needed it. 
 
INT:  He didn't want to have it. 
 
BETTY:  He didn't want to have it.  And I said, "Listen, I can't tell you to do it.  I would 
like you to, you should do it, but I don't want to tell you.  You have to make up your 
mind.  And the children want you to do it."  So he had it. He was so happy that he 
survived it.  Three years, three days, he died. It was on a Shabbas, and it's going to be 
next week it's going to be eleven years. 
 
INT:  How old was he when he died? 
 
BETTY:  65.  He didn't live to 66. 
 
INT:  And what year was that? 
 
BETTY:  1984 I think. 
 
INT:  How did you deal with that? 
 
BETTY:  How?  I was tearing the hair out of my head.  When I came Saturday morning, 
we took a room near the hospital, so I prepare food.  And I went, my grandson, the one 
who's going to be a doctor, he was with me. 
 
INT:  Where did this happen? 
 
BETTY:  He was in Hahnemann Hospital. 
 
INT:  Oh, you stayed in the hotel so you wouldn't have to. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  And I took food for us for Shabbas. And I took change, and Friday 
night we went to see him.  And he said, "I'm tired.  You go already home."  He 
knew...They came to knock here on the door.  They didn't know that I was in the hospital.  
I mean the nurses, the day nurses, knew.  And...then I just, oh.  (pause, sighs)  I'll tell you 
something.  The children didn't want to leave me.  They didn't even go with the body.  
Friends went with the body.  They didn't even go with the body.  In Israel there was 
already relatives to receive the body.  But... 
 
INT:  Because you had to go there.  And did you sit shiva in Israel? 
 
BETTY:  No, I didn't go there.  I stayed home.  The children wouldn't let me.  Because 
either you sit shiva there, or you're supposed to come, if you come right back you can.  
And they didn't think that I'm going to make the trip, you know, to be up so many hours.  
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And so they talked me out of it.  And I didn't want to insist that they should go.  I felt bad 
that they didn't.  They all said they didn't want to leave me. 
 
INT:  So you sent his body to Israel to the family. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, to family.  Was a big funeral there.  And a funeral here, people standing 
outside.  And a funeral there, too.  He had a sister and brother-in-law, and my aunt and 
my uncle, and my cousins, a lot of cousins. 
 
INT:  It sounded like a wonderful marriage. 
 
BETTY:  He was a wonderful man.  And I'll tell you something, everybody liked him.  I 
have an aunt, he used to give her every month, send her money, so she could have a 
television, so she can have shoes.  And it was my, my family.  My uncle, the one I told 
you that he went before in Israel?  His wife.  She loved him.  When we came, right away 
he stuck a $50 bill in her hand.  He gave me to give it.   
 
INT:  So how long did it take you to get functioning again after he died? 
 
BETTY:  Well, my daughter was with me at night.  Oh, I went in the business.  I said to 
my son, I didn't use to go in the business when he was alive.  He brought me here to 
work, and I did some errands for the business.  We did have a copy machine, but you 
know, a lot of errands to do.  So I used to do it.  And I knew the best thing for me is to get 
out of the house.  So I was with my son in the business. 
 
INT:  So it was shortly after. 
 
BETTY: Right. 
 
INT:  You got yourself active. 
 
BETTY:  Right.  And that was a medicine for me.  And at night my daughter came to 
sleep with me for four weeks.  And she would have gone.  At night, one night we got up, 
both of us. She had to go home.  Because the little girl was with her.  And she had to 
make the children that they should go to school.  She had to take care of the children.  So 
she got up, and she didn't put on a light so I shouldn't wake up.  But I felt that she's 
woken, so I went down, and both our heads, like banging each other.  Then I call her 
Rivkele.  That's really her name.  I said, "Stop. It's four weeks."  Gehe, gezunte heit.  You 
go your way."  And I picked up pieces. It wasn't easy. It wasn't easy.  It wasn't easy at all. 
 
INT:  But you coped with it just as you have with other losses. 
 
BETTY:  But working is my medicine.  And I continue.  I used to work four days a 
week.  And then when my daughter-in-law had children, and she wanted to work, so now 
she's involved more in work.  But I used to work four days a week. 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 135 

INT:  Okay.  I'm just going to move on to how you've confronted the Holocaust yourself.  
Do you read literature about the Holocaust?  See Holocaust films? 
 
BETTY:  I do.  I do.  Anything I see in the paper, I do. 
 
INT:  You said your children do read, and your grandchildren, they do read all about it. 
 
BETTY:  Yes. 
 
INT:  Do you think it's important for Jews as well as Gentiles in the world to know about 
the Holocaust? 
 
BETTY:  Definitely. 
 
INT:  In what way? 
 
BETTY:  Well, that they should prevent, that it should never happen again, for the future 
generations. 
 
INT:  We hope that they learn from it. 
 
BETTY:  I hope so. (laughs)  I hope so.  There's plenty anti-Semites again. 
 
INT:  Have the Holocaust experiences affected your political views?  Like when we went 
through the coping scale, I noticed that you voted mostly Democratic.  Has that 
influenced the way you vote? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I thought in my mind that time that they were the most fair, you know.  I 
wanted for all the people that they should, that all the people should have work.  And as 
much as I like prosperity, I want that all the people should have that. 
 
INT:  So you feel that we should have prosperity at the expense of poor people? 
 
BETTY:  No!  No. 
 
INT:  You believe in equality, in making things equal. 
 
BETTY:  That's right.  That's why I thought that this is what the Democrat stands for.  In 
my mind, that's what the Democrat stands for.  But a lot of times I'm very disappointed 
nowadays. (laughs) 
 
INT:  When you see what's going on in Europe, like in Bosnia, what happened there, 
with their ethnic cleansing, as a survivor of the Holocaust, how do you feel? 
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BETTY:  I think it's terrible.  You remember what what's his name, Elie Wiesel, what he 
said, "How do the people let them? How do people look?  You see, we were wondering 
why they didn't do nothing about us.  Look at what they're doing in Bosnia.  It's not 
right."  Yes, I think it's terrible.  That's right. 
 
INT:  And what about Israel, what's going on in Israel? 
 
BETTY:  (sighs) Well, I'll tell you, I am not for this Peres, or...this whole peace deal, I 
am not for it.  Because I don't think that there's going to be peace.  Because I am not 
stupid.  I am a survivor, and I remember what went on, and they have hatred.  You see 
what they do?  They take away from the people, the Arabs, they take away from the 
people like what they're giving now to Yasser Arafat.  He's taking the money for himself, 
and the poor people don't have it.  And a person, if he doesn't have, he goes to kill, to do 
anything. He makes them what they are.  So I don't approve of that.  And in a different 
way he could have made peace.  But not giving up land. 
 
INT:  So you believe in peace, but not the way they're going about it, that's what you're 
saying. 
 
BETTY:  No, no. 
 
INT:  How do you feel they could go about it? 
 
BETTY:  A different leader, not a Hamas, and not Jihad.  You cannot make the people 
like that peace.  Can you make peace with those people?  So why give up land?  Bring in 
more people that we should be strong, we should have good borders, people should 
respect us. 
 
INT:  Bring more people into the West Bank, you mean? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  We shouldn't have given up, no.  The Palestinians who are in Palestine, 
these Arabs are more with us.  You think they're against us?  The Israeli Arabs are not 
bad. They're not bad.  Because Israel made them like that.  They never had jobs.  I was 
there right after the war.  And I was there before, I was there before, and I was there in 
Jerusalem after '67.  And I saw the difference in the people who lived.  Before Israel they 
were nothing.  They were lazy.  They didn't work.  (phone interruption) 
 
INT:  When you came to America, I just wanted to go back. 
 
BETTY:  I don't know if I finished what I... 
 
(END TAPE SIX, SIDE TWO) 
 
(TAPE SEVEN, SIDE ONE) 
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INT:  Betty, I'm sorry I interrupted you.  Go back to what you were talking about in 
Israel. 
 
BETTY:  What was I talking about? 
 
INT:   You know, about the Arabs, and about you had been there both times. 
 
BETTY:  Oh, yeah, so it was different.  They were lazy, they didn't work.  They were 
sitting in the cafes and smoking the hashish, or what they call that.  And each time I came 
back, and the children were dirty.  And it was a big difference, because they were 
working, and they have different conditions. And today you go there, you can see they 
are building homes, and they have electricity.  It's a culture, it's different. But of course, 
they want to have their own state.  They want to have their own state.  Well, the Arabs 
have plenty, Jordan and everything, they could have given them.  Why do they want 
Israel?  But if they want, they wanted to give them autonomia. I don't know if you know 
what it is. 
 
INT:  Autonomy? 
 
BETTY:  Autonomy they could have had, and eventually they would have given them.  
But they're bringing from all over Arabs.  They're not the Israeli Arabs, or the Arabs that 
lived there before.  They want to bring the Arabs.  A lot of Arabs came there to work, 
because in the Arab countries they didn't have there.  And then what they did, they 
pushed them all in camps, and they took away their food.  When the Israelis liberated 
them, the United Nations sent wheat and stuff like that, the Israelis, I read it in the 
newspaper.  The Israelis found full of their houses with food, rotten.  They didn't give 
their people.  So this is how the Arabs treat the Arabs. So how can they be good to us, 
when they're not good to their own people?  And this is the kind of people we want to 
make peace with?  I'm going into politics.  I don't know if you want it on record. 
 
INT:  When you came to America, did you try to talk about your experiences at all 
during the war?   
 
BETTY:  Yes, I did.  I did to the older people, may they rest in peace.  If I spoke 
something that what I went through.  And you know, these people, they are from way 
back there, they came in the 1900's, and they didn't read no newspaper.  They knew that 
they don't have enough butter, that the butter was rationed, and they couldn't have no -- 
oh, it really got to me.  They couldn't have no meat, beef, only chicken, whatever they 
were able to eat.  We didn't have what to eat on the other side! 
 
INT:  You mean they were complaining that they didn't have meat. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  "Oh, do you know how bad we had it here?  We couldn't have no meat.  
We had only chicken!"  So you know, to me, it sounded, you know, it was a laughing 
matter.  And they went about their work. 
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INT:  When you met Americans, and they found out you had been in a camp, did they 
ask questions, or they didn't seem to be interested? 
 
BETTY:  Well, some of them, the ones who read, and the younger ones, they were 
different.  But see, I was talking about the old timers. 
 
INT:  Did you feel like you wanted to talk about it, or did you feel like you didn't want 
to? 
 
BETTY:  No, to the strangers I would have talked about it, yes.  Yes. 
 
INT:  If they were interested. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  If they were interested.  Yes. 
 
INT:  How do you perceive society's interest in your war experiences?  Do you feel that 
people are interested now about what you went through? 
 
BETTY:  Well, some of them are, and some are not.  There is all kinds of people.  And 
I'll tell you, even when I came, there were some who were very interested, and they 
wanted to know, and they felt very bad about it. 
 
INT:  Because there seems to be more interest now in the Holocaust experience versus 
not wanting to hear. 
 
BETTY:  Yes, because I'll tell you, there's not many of us left. 
 
INT:  And that's why you think there's a change?  Now people are realizing? 
 
BETTY:  And the people, the young people, I mean the Jewish people, see, you know.  
And then they want to preserve it, the children, the second generation, I think. 
 
INT:  You think that had something to do with bringing it out into the open. 
 
BETTY:  I think so.  Well, I'll tell you, the ones who survived, they're banging on it, 
they're pressing it. 
 
INT:  They're pressing.  They're making the difference themselves.  They want to be 
heard before they die. 
 
BETTY:  Yes.  I think so, exactly.  Right.  Exactly. 
 
INT:  How do you feel -- I just want to ask you about how you feel about certain people.  
How do you feel about Germany and our relationship with Germany now?  Do you 
harbor still hostile feelings? 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



 139 

BETTY:  For a long time I...shall I tell you I like them?  I don't.  Because they killed my 
parents.  But it's a new generation.  And some might be different.  And you can see 
between all kinds of people there is all kinds of people.  It must be, even as bad as it was, 
it must have been some people who felt different.  So I don't believe to hate the whole, 
like they did with us, a whole generation.  Not generation, in German they call it a Race.  
Like they hated the Jews.  I don't believe that they should hate, you know.  Because it's 
the people in it, you know?  Look, Russia the way it was, you know, but there were 
Russian people, nice people, you know?  So I don't believe to take everybody under the 
same umbrella. 
 
INT:  And what about righteous Gentiles?  Do you have any feelings about that? 
 
BETTY:  Oh, sure.  There were righteous Gentiles, and I believe in them, and I think that 
all the respect to them.  And they risked their lives for us.  And I told you that in my tape 
before, in our conversation, that what... 
 
INT:  The woman who offered to give you food. 
 
BETTY:  Yes. Yes.  And there were people who wanted to hide, I told you that also, that 
they wanted to hide us out.  They were Gentiles.  So that's why, isn't that what I told you? 
That I don't say all of them are bad.  I'm sure in Germany there were people who were 
good, too. 
 
INT:  Okay.  I'm going to go back and do some memories and some looking back kinds 
of things.  What have been your happiest moments since the war? 
 
BETTY:  Well, usually, as much as, like when the children gave me a surprise party, I 
didn't want it.  And I don't believe that they should be.  But I was very happy that they 
thought of it, to do it for me.  But I really didn't want it.  I really didn't want it.  I don't 
want it that, you know, I should stand out and be special.  I said, "Every day is Mother's 
Day," you know?  This is important to me.  But to make the party and then forget it, that's 
not important.  But I was very happy that they did it, that they thought of it. And I was 
happy seeing them married.  When I see them happy, that makes me happy.  When I see 
my children happy. 
 
INT:  What about the most difficult moments? 
 
BETTY:  When I lost my husband, that was the most difficult moment.   
 
INT:  How has your family background influenced how you've lived your life since the 
war? 
 
BETTY:  You mean the family from home?  Well, I think they played a part of my life.  
That they, when I was younger, especially, I always thought: how would my mother feel 
if I would do this or if I would do that?  Or how would my father feel?  Would I please 
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him by doing that?  That's the kind of influence I had.  And even after my husband passed 
away, in the business, I always thought: how would he do it?  What would he think?  Am 
I doing the right thing?  He influenced a lot of things.  He influenced me.  He practically, 
when I used to sleep, I used to, you know, I used to feel a lot of times like he's my father, 
you know?  I felt so shield, you know, is that the right word to do?  I felt so... 
 
INT:  Protected? 
 
BETTY:  Protected when I had him.  And when I lost him, now you know how I felt.  I 
felt like a little girl.  Like when I lost my parents, but when I married him, I felt again like 
I'm protected.  That's the way I felt.  Did I tell you enough? That's the feelings I had. 
 
INT:  Looking back over the past fifty years, how do you feel about your life generally, 
the relationship with your grandchildren and your children?  It's kind of a general 
question. 
 
BETTY:  Well, thank G-d, I think I have a good relationship.   
 
INT:  And we didn't talk much about your grandchildren.  But you have a lot of them.  
Are you close with them? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I'll tell you something.  I can't say that I'm really with one particularly 
that I'm closer than with the other.  I love them all.  When I come, they respect me and 
they talk to me, and I love them all.  I really don't have a favorite. 
 
INT:  Can you describe for me some of the strengths that you've used to cope with what 
you went through and to rebuild your life?  What kind of strengths would you 
characterize yourself as having? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I told you that also before.  The strength what gave me is my faith.  That 
was really the strength. 
 
INT:  Did you have any emotional strengths also that you have? 
 
BETTY:  Well, you know, I always felt that, you know, He's guiding me.  And I also feel 
that I don't want to be, G-d forbid, no laughing stock or something of somebody else.  
That I want to be respected.  I think I give respect and I would like to have respect. 
 
INT:  So would you say in coping with almost everything in your life, that your faith has 
been...the disappointments and the successes, everything, you would look to G-d and 
your faith and giving them credit? 
 
BETTY:  Right. 
 
INT:  What do you think the impact of the Holocaust will be on future generations? 
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BETTY:  Well, it's hard to tell, it's hard to say.  It's hard to say.  They're teaching it in the 
schools, and they have memorials made.  Hopefully that they learn from the lessons we 
went through. 
 
INT:  Are you aware of feeling any guilt about anything that happened in your life, any 
shame or any guilt feelings? 
 
BETTY:  I don't think I felt anything that I should feel guilty of.  The thing that I told 
you that I feel bad about, that I didn't stay with my daughter, I think that maybe I would 
have helped her to be, you know.  But other than this... 
 
INT:  How would you summarize the impact of the Holocaust on your life and the lives 
of your children? 
 
BETTY:  Well, I don't know.  They say, a lot of books say that the children of the 
survivors, that they -- there's even written books about it -- that they are different.  Well, 
maybe they would know.  I cannot, I cannot...I thought that I did, a lot of things that they 
didn't understood me, is because this is the way I saw at home, and maybe it doesn't fit in 
in America.  Like I told you also before, like with love.  I didn't use the word "love," but 
with all my heart and soul I loved them, and I tried to protect them and tried to give them 
financial.  But maybe this doesn't, maybe people do it different.  But this was my way, 
what I saw back home.  You know? 
 
INT:  Do you think that they felt there was something, because you were unable to talk 
about it, that that was like a cloud hanging over? 
 
BETTY:  That's right.  One said that I didn't talk about it, and it's maybe because I 
couldn't express myself in English as much.  And maybe we at home, where I come from, 
although I was a kid only, but I mean, I felt that much, my parents are doing the best for 
me, and even sometimes I didn't like, I just felt that they're doing the best, because they're 
my parents, you know, and I expected it, that my children should feel the same way, but I 
don't think they feel the same way, you understand? 
 
INT:  How do you think they feel? 
 
BETTY:  I don't think, because a lot of times, not that my boys that they complained, but 
I think my Rita a lot of times, that I, maybe that I didn't, you know, talk about things, you 
know.  That maybe she expected different.   
 
INT:  I guess I'll find out more when I interview them.  (laughs) 
 
BETTY:  Right.  She'll give you a Kopful. (laughs) 
 
INT:  Would you describe yourself as hopeful or pessimistic? 
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BETTY:  Oh, hopeful all the time. 
 
INT:  You mentioned before I put the tape on, about your dreams.  You have dreams and 
nightmares.  Would you mention on tape? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, if I talk in the daytime, if I talk with someone about the Holocaust, or 
about, like about my husband, then at night, it comes to haunt me.  And then either I cry, 
or I scream, and it wakes me up. 
 
INT:  And I asked you if it was more so now, after your husband's death. 
 
BETTY:  Well, after my husband's death, it was usually about him, so that scares me, so 
I scream.  But also about the Holocaust, about home, back home, and Mother, the house 
at home, and the robbers are coming in, and they come and take me, and they want to 
take me away, and you know, stuff like that. 
 
INT:  Are your dreams mostly from when you were living with your parents, those 
dreams, or the war? 
 
BETTY:  Well, my parents are not, in the beginning I used to be involved with them, 
after the concentration camp, because I still remembered them, you know?  And I 
remember being in my grandmother's.  Even not long ago, my grandmother's house 
where she lived.  And also I'm trying to close the door and I can't, because they are 
coming in.  Stuff like that. 
 
INT:  But in addition, do you also dream about your time in Auschwitz, in the camp? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  Yeah. 
 
INT:  Actual experiences? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, yeah.  But then when I'm happy, but sometimes when I feel down, or I 
talk with someone, and then... 
 
INT:  And you said you try not to watch unhappy occasions, incidents on TV, before you 
go to sleep. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah. 
 
INT:  Are you generally trusting or suspicious? 
 
BETTY:  In the beginning I was, you know, after the war I was very suspicious.  I didn't 
trust.  I think I do more now.   
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INT:  How would your suspicious nature come about?  Can you give me an example of 
what would happen? 
 
BETTY:  Because of what I went through. 
 
INT:  People saying things? 
 
BETTY:  I...through experience with people. 
 
INT:  With people and saying things and whether or not they're going to take advantage 
of you? 
 
BETTY:  Not that they're going to take...that you know, some people, I am a very, the 
way I say, that's what I mean, you know?  And some people are not. 
 
INT:  So that you're sincere.  So you're talking about sincerity.  People who say things 
and they don't really mean it. 
 
BETTY:  Right, right. 
 
INT:  Do you generally feel safe or frightened for yourself? 
 
BETTY:  I was surprised, because as a younger person, as a child, I was always 
frightened, and I'm very surprised at myself.  Maybe because, I don't know.  Thank G-d, 
thank G-d, that I'm not as frightened. 
 
INT:  You feel that maybe having gone through the horrible experiences that you went 
through and that you made it, that makes you stronger? 
 
BETTY:  No, I think the faith. 
 
INT:  You still think it's the faith. 
 
BETTY:  That's what I put it on, yeah.  And I remember my grandmother, when she was 
my age, younger, how courageous she was.  And I try to remember that, you know?  Now 
I'm a grandmother. I guess that's the way I have to be. (laughs) 
 
INT:  So my next questions would be, what have you thought when things have gone 
wrong, and what kind of feelings do you have when things go well in your life?  Would 
you relate that to your faith also? 
 
BETTY:  Well, as I said, I don't blame G-d for anything.  And of course a person gets 
disappointed, and wish it should be different.  I mean, it wouldn't be human.  I'm not an 
angel. And when it goes well, then I credit it, thank G-d for that.  I was worthy of it.   
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INT:  Do you think that, you can say that without being, connecting it to a religious 
aspect, that “I'm just worthy, I deserved to have some happiness”? 
 
BETTY:  Yeah.  Well, you know, no.  I wouldn't even say that I'm worthy of it.  But 
thank G-d for the minute that it happens.  But I never found myself that I'm the one, and I 
did it, and the credit goes to me. 
 
INT:  You just enjoy it while you have it. 
 
BETTY:  That's exactly.  When my son said, I listened, you know, like he gives me 
credit.  And I go in the car and I think: Oh, you did it. 
 
INT:  How about being a worrier?  Are you a worrier at all? 
 
BETTY:  Well, yes, in a way.  Yes.  I do worry. 
 
INT:  Do you worry about anything specific?  Or are you generally a worrier? 
 
BETTY:  Some things, you know, I worry a little.  But sure, it's human nature to worry. 
 
INT:  Big things, like when someone gets sick, then you can worry. 
 
BETTY:  Yeah, sure. 
 
INT:  Do you worry about little things, too: “am I going to get here on time”? 
 
BETTY:  Oh, yeah.  (laughs) 
 
INT:  You're always on time.  (laughs)   
 
INT:  And are you prone to feelings of depression at all? Being depressed? 
 
BETTY:  Sometimes.  Sometimes.  That's why I go to work.  And that's why I try to be 
busy.  Sometimes too busy, because I don't want to come to that. 
 
INT:  Do you think that that goes back to your war experiences, do you think?  Of the 
losses, the war experiences? 
 
BETTY:  Well, back when I was a child I wasn't, you know. 
 
INT:  You said... 
 
BETTY:  Well, you see, I told you that also on the tape how I lost siblings and that made 
me depressed as a little girl, too. 
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INT:  So you think a lot of this stuff may be repression of some of the losses that you had 
very early? 
 
BETTY:  I try.  See, I'll tell you.  My husband, may he rest in peace, he took care of a lot 
of that, because he was always happy and smiling and laughing and singing, and it made 
my life easier.   
 
INT:  Have you ever seen anybody professionally for any emotional problems? 
 
BETTY:  No. 
 
INT:  I wanted to ask you about the Holocaust survivor organization.  Is that a good 
support for you? 
 
BETTY:  They don't talk about it.  They really don't have no sessions about it or 
something.  When we were younger my husband was more involved.  But I go there 
when they have functions. 
 
INT:  So it's more of a social outlet? 
 
BETTY:  More, yes. 
 
INT:  It's not an emotional support? 
 
BETTY:  No, not at all. 
 
INT:  Or advocacy or anything like that? 
 
BETTY:  No, no. 
 
INT:  Well, okay, I think we have finished. 
 
BETTY:  Oh, thank G-d!  (laughter) 
 
INT:  Thank you very much for the time. 
 
BETTY:  Oh, you're welcome. 
 
 
(END OF INTERVIEW) 
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