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Notes 
 

[See the RG-50.720 collection for a video interview with Rainer Küchenmeister] 
 
 
General points: 
Rainer Küchenmeister had two brothers, Anselm and Klaus to whom he sometimes refers. His father's 
lover was Dr. Paul, a wealthy doctor who also belonged to the Red Orchestra. Together with her and his 
father he was arrested by the Gestapo. Had he been at his mother's apartment that day he would have 
never been arrested and later taken to the camp. His mother was, like his father, a poor working class 
woman. Needless to say, Rainer is not fond of Dr. Paul. 
 
The recordings were done after 9/11 and subsequently Rainer, in these Files, often wonders about the 
future of democracy. His language is often fragmented, sometimes interrupted by thoughts or emotions. 
His father was a Communist but not a Stalinist. Rainer is obsessed by both facts. He states that it's good 
to be a Communist, especially when you're a working class guy with intellectual ways and ambitions 
like his father. Stalin, obviously, was a Fascist. 
 
Rainer's life spans from rough, slummy working class Berlin during the Weimar Republic, his youth 
and puberty in the camp, to becoming an accomplished painter who was featured at documenta and 
from there all the way to the 21st century. Rainer's views of society keep popping up in according 
fashion, as well as his need for artistic independence. When he talks about art he is radical and 
conservative at the same time. He is outspoken about sexuality and sexual freedom.  
He likes to talk about clothes and defines people in various time periods that way. 
While his mind wanders in different directions, he automatically keeps returning to the camp and the 
resistance.   
 
File 1 
Car ride with Schulze Boysen  
If he'd been older he'd have run away from the army (where the camp sent him in the end) and joined 
the partisans. 
He talks about the meaning and absurdity of the term freedom and consumerism. 
He says he'd call himself a Communist but that's like saying something is “sweet” - how many shades 
and flavors are there really? 
He talks about social justice. 
His grandfather fought for less work hours for workers, it seems they achieved a 12 hr day. 
 
File 2   
Grandfather – hard work, hard drinking. 
His father (Walter Küchenmeister) started to read books. 
He talks about France (where he lives) 
A working class that's proud of being one doesn't exist any more. 
Descendants of the 20th July resistance try to slander the Red Orchestra as Communists. 
Schulze-Boysen's brother 
If people don't have opinions there's no freedom of opinion. 
The nature of dictatorship is based on the need for an enemy. Now, terrorism is the new enemy. People 
don't talk about ecological terrorism. 
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If you think back about what you did, was it right? No. Never. 
As an artist he never joined a group. It's hard to make it as an artist but he got an award and bought a 
coat for his future wife with the money.  
They moved to France and settled there.  
Nazis robbed gold from Jews. 
 
File 3   
What did (former German chancellor) Schmidt do when Cato Bontjes van Beek (who he was friends 
with) was persecuted? Nothing. He also was silent about his Jewish grandfather or great grandfather. 
He never did anything for the Red Orchestra. 
Camp – farmers left food for the inmates in the fields. 
Nazis wore butcher's shoes. 
Experience of having to do Winterhilfe as a boy. 
Red Orchestra member Kurt Schumacher's father was a union organizer. Rainer's 
father said the last words at his funeral which meant taking a stance against Nazis.  
He talks about Schumacher, an artist during the Nazi time.  
Schumacher shot a hole with a pistol into Rainer's cowboy hat to make it look authentic. 
Interrogations. Rainer had had a job, renovating an apartment of a Jewish family who had been taken 
away. Rainer found 3500 Marks, stashed away, took them home and hid them. The Gestapo found them 
and kept questioning him. 
Clothes. 
July 20th is not really resistance. 
Rainer sees Schulze Boysen in prison after they had put thumb screws on him. 
He describes life under the Nazis. People rat on each other – in France, too.  
Olympic Games – the French appear, they love the Nazis and their art. 
He talks about Nazi artist Arno Breker. 
Gays, Jews, writers who lived in Berlin have to escape. 
A man named Hut secretly prints food stamps for Jews. 
Jews go underground. 
 
File 4 
Repetition: Schumacher's father (union organizer) dies, Rainer's father talks at burial.  
Original persecution of Socialists, people got arrested without any trial. 
The early camps – his father gets taken to one, too. The family gets kicked out of their apartment, they 
live in a Schrebergarten. His father was denunciated and taken to camp Oranienburg. When he was 
arrested and taken down the street, people yelled from windows: “Jewish pig”. 
Description of what happened to his father at the camp.  
Father gets released, meets Schumacher and Schulze-Boysen. 
Göring lives next to Schulze Boysen's wife's Libertas' estate. The resistance group holds secret 
meetings in the estate's park. It's subversive and safer than meeting in the city where people watch. 
Description of the Red orchestra. 
Description of the Hitler Greeting. 
Nazi symbols. 
Schulze-Boysen's background. 
Mother's day. 
 
File 5 
Liberation in East Prussia – Rainer has to prove to the Russians that he wasn't a Nazi to avoid getting 
sent to yet another camp.  
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After they release him he has to return to Germany on his own. He's still in danger of gestapo in other 
parts of Germany where people are still fighting. 
He makes it back to Berlin, other people are in their apartment. 
He goes to Hannover to see an aunt. 
Hannover was the place where his voyage into the camp began, where they were gathered after he was 
released from prison.  
He meets some old friends but mostly Germans pretending they weren't Nazis and British occupiers 
who are suspicious because the Soviets released him.   
He becomes an art professor, deals with former Nazi colleagues. They say Auschwitz was a 
consequence of the Weimar republic. 
German professors and politicians are ex Nazis. 
 
File 6 
Re-assessment of former buildings where he lived with his father and Dr. Paul, his mother etc. 
Description of neighbors in their original poor part of town. 
Art. 
Family history. 
 
File 7 
More about father's early life. 
Rules of society, position of women. 
His and his father's relation to women. 
Art, society, religion. 
 
File 8 
Trip to Austria with Dr. Paul 
Rainer is not too happy about that. His mother was more beautiful. 
Yet, through Dr. Paul his father meets high class people like Schulze-Boysen for whom in turn it's 
interesting to meet a well- articulated member of the working class. 
History: Poor mountain Austrians used to sell their children to Schwaben in Germany to make a living. 
Rainer's father descends from these children. 
Rainer and Eurydice wonder about further family history. 
Area where his father grew up. 
Historic meandering about brutality, oppression, Freud, abolishing church, revolution, freedom and 
equality for all in Germany but Luther compromises. 
Hitler's plan for capital Berlin called Germania. 
Germany never released Rainer from the camp (or captivity) – the Soviets did. 
 
File 9 
Women. 
People Rainer and Eurydice know. 
Rainer lived at his mother's but was at Dr. Paul's when the Gestapo came. 
Eurydice asks him about when his father and mother split, what happened during arrest, trial, etc. - 
answers unintelligible. 
She asks if he found out things from his nephew Daniel (Klaus' son who grew up in the GDR) – Rainer 
rejects. 
Alexanderplatz prison. 
Cato makes sure his father gets world in prison that Rainer is ok. 
Nazi propaganda about Russians. 
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The camp. 
 
File 10 
They talk about immigrants in France, apartments etc. 
Family history. 
Rainer's family was kicked out of Saxonia ages ago. 
They talk about Rainer's country house. 
 
File 11 
Friends, family history. 
Mother / Dr. Paul - dream. 
She asks how he found out father was executed. 
Work in the mines in the camp. 
Danger of explosions, mine almost blows up. 
They manage to send a letter from the camp. 
Rainer imitates the language in the camp / communication with guards. 
 
File 12 
Christmas in the camp. 
Camp population, denunciation, hygiene, daily routine, political / criminal inmates. 
SS gets nervous towards the end of the war. 
Futile thoughts of escape.  
Last time he sees Schulze-Boysen in prison. 
Schulze-Boysen's wife accidentally gives up friends in prison. 
Hard work in camp. 
 
File 13 
Childhood, Communists during Hitler's takeover of power. 
Father' first arrest (before Red orchestra), Oranienburg camp, family loses apartment. 
Later he stays with his father because his mother is sick and lives in a tiny apartment. 
Later his mother lives in a 2-room apartment on Koppenstrasse – description of people who live in the 
building and on the street – working class milieu during the late Weimar republic. Rainer buys a gun 
there. 
Post war – Russians. 
 
File 14 
Post war survival. 
Youth during Nazi time (not political) 
Shopping etc. with Dr. Paul. 
Dr. Paul send his brother to Switzerland to a fancy boarding school. 
Description of difference between his working class quarters and Dr. Paul's borough. 
 
File 15 
Issues of contemporary society. 
Nazi takeover. Disappearance and murder of socialists. 
Post war feelings. 
Post war reality. 
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