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Questions to Consider
Questions to Consider
When Viewing Video

1. Describe the town in Germany where Lissa was born.

2. What event changed Lissa’s relationship 
 with her friends and her school?

3. How did Lissa’s father and grandfather disagree 
 over Hitler and the Nazi policies towards Jews?

4. What did all Jewish adults have to carry with 
 them in Germany?

5. Why was Lissa’s father sent to Dachau?

6. What happened in Lissa’s town during Kristallnacht?

7.	 What	great	sacrifice	did	Lissa’s	grandparents	
 make for her and her parents?

8. What were some of the restrictions placed on what 
 Jews could take out of Germany?

9. How were Lissa and her parents able to come to 
 the United States and to Cleveland in particular?

10. What is the message that Lissa wants to leave 
 with all who hear her story?
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“I went home crying, 
thinking I had done something wrong.”

- Lissa Keller 
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Lissa Kane Keller was born in 1931 in a tiny 
farming village in the Black Forest of Germany, 
where there were very few Jews.  The household 
included Lissa, her parents and her grandparents. 
Before Hitler came to power, she had a normal and 
very happy childhood.

One day when Lissa was 7 years old, she went 
to school as usual, but the teacher stood in the 
doorway blocking it with her arms spread out and 
said, “You can’t come in.”  When Lissa asked why, 
she was told that it was because she was a Jew.  
Lissa went home crying, thinking she had done 
something wrong.

After that day, Lissa’s former friends were her 
enemies.  They wore brown shirts (the uniform of 
the Nazi youth group), called her names, and threw 
stones at her.  Everything changed very quickly. 
Lissa was forced to wear the Yellow Star.  Signs on 
park benches read, “No dogs and no Jews.”  Jews 
were not allowed to walk on the sidewalk and had 
to walk in the street.

One day there was a family discussion about 
the situation.  Lissa’s father insisted that Hitler 
wouldn’t be able to wipe out all of the Jews 
and that the bad times would pass.  But her 
grandfather insisted that it would not blow over, 
noting that Hitler meant to erase Jews from the 
face of the earth because they were Jews. 

Strict rules about immigrating to the United States 
forced potential immigrants to the US to have a  

sponsor	who	would	promise	financial	support.		
Emigrants from Germany also had to take a 
number, because of the emigration quota system. 
Lissa’s uncle agreed to sponsor her family.  Her 
grandparents took numbers and urged her parents 
to do the same.  Lissa’s father refused, not wanting 
to start over again in a new country at age 42.

On November 9, 1938, Kristallnacht, a night of 
organized violence against Jews, synagogues 
and Jewish-owned businesses, the Nazis burned 
down the town’s only synagogue.  Lissa was in bed 
when	the	world	seemed	to	light	up	in	flames.		Her	
grandfather ran to the synagogue to rescue the 
Torah and other Jewish artifacts.  The Nazis burned 
Jewish	books	and	danced	around	the	fire.

At this time Lissa’s father was in a large city.  He 
was ordered to show his identity paper, which 
had a large “J” (for Jude/Jew).  Because he was a 
Jew, he was arrested and taken to Dachau.  At this 
point Lissa’s parents knew that the situation was 
serious.  Her grandparents gave up their immigration 
numbers to her parents.  Lissa’s father was 
released from Dachau, and the family was allowed 
to leave Germany.  Later her grandparents died in 
concentration camps.

Lissa’s family came to the U.S. on a ship from 
Holland.  They smuggled out her grandfather’s 
pocket watch, which is very valuable to her.  Now 
her grown son has the pocket watch.  Lissa is very 
grateful to her grandparents, who gave up their lives 
so that she could live. 
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