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Holocaust Survivor

•	 Born in Vilna, Poland, in 1926
•	 Nazis executed Jews from her town in the Ponary Forest, first 

forcing them to dig their own graves
•	 Survived Vilna Ghetto and Kaiserwald, Stutthof, and Muhldorf 

concentration camps
•	 Father and younger sister murdered by Nazis
•	 Mother and older sister died of typhus at Stutthof 
•	 Liberated by Americans on May 5, 1945
•	 Lived at Feldafing Displaced Persons (DP) camp, 1945-1949. 

Met and married her husband there in 1946
•	 Immigrated to the U.S. in 1949
•	 Legacy includes two children, four grandchildren and three 

great-grandchildren

Sylvia Distel Malcmacher

Cover artwork by Jacob Hennenberg

          © Congregation Shaarey Tikvah, Beachwood, Ohio
A Custom Video Production

Video Project Funding provided by:
Leslie Wolf, Caryn Wolf Wechsler, Nancy Wolf, and Sherri Wolf 
in memory of their great aunt, Hadasah Zehman, 
a Holocaust survivor from Racionz, Poland.
With additional support from: 
The Saltzman Youth Panel of the Jewish Federation of Cleveland.

FACE  TO  FACE 
A Holocaust Education Program at 
Congregation Shaarey Tikvah
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