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David Douvette, born May 1944,  a historian with a focus on World War II discusses 
antisemitism in France, the Jewish population before the war, consisting of about 300,000-
320000 individuals, about half of whom were immigrants; describes the differences between 
the French-born and foreign born Jews that would be an issue throughout the War, in terms of 
culture, political leanings and professions, French-born Jews being conservative and on the 
political right, adhering to traditional values, the Republic, the status quo, believing firmly in the 
foundations of French society, while the immigrants were socialist and left leaning in their 
politics; describes the rise of Pétain as leader of the Vichy government and hero of WW1,  the 
initial belief by the French-born Jews that the emerging Vichy anti-Jewish laws /decrees and 
rhetoric were aimed at the immigrant Jews and not at them; recalls the example of Emmanuel 
Berl [SP], a famous French Jewish author who became a speechwriter for Pétain, leaving only in 
1941 when it became clear what the fate of the Jews would be; describes the draconian 
restrictions and amount of decrees/laws, drafted and issued by Vichy,  which were more severe 
and greater in number than the German anti-Jewish laws; notes that decision to deport Jewish 
children under 15 was a Vichy government decision, not a German one; states that after the Vet 
d’Hiv roundup in July 1942, organizations began to mobilize to save the children being 
deported, by putting them in children’s homes and other institutions for their own safety, 
institutions which in fact had a legal framework; describes OSE, its origins, internal politics and 
work to save the Jewish children; states that OSE picked the Creuse department as one of 
several to remove the endangered Jewish children out of Paris and into children’s homes where 
they would be safe, reiterating the legal framework of these institutions, and the legal status of 
the children who were registered as Jews at the local government office; notes that Creuse was 
a region with republican, humanist, democratic foundations, committed to their neighbors and 
their country; describes the role and character of Félix Chevrier, Château de Chabannes 
Director; emphasizes that his  (Douvette’s) historical perspective was different from that of the 
French government and others who insisted that  there were robust efforts to save French 
Jews, while Douvette says that the French in fact did very little, there was no Jewish policy 
within the French Resistance nor in the Catholic church, that a minimal number-no more than a 
few thousand at most, intervened courageously, pastors, clerics, etc. and others who organized 
at the local level, not the national level, to save the Jews; in sum argues Douvette, the French 
were largely passive, inured to the deportations  and violence toward  their Jewish neighbors;  
further reiterates that the Catholic Church converted many of the Jewish children they saved, 
others demanded money to seek escape routes and, in general, turned away from the reality of 
the War; concludes by noting that the French school system, after the War and until Jacques 
Chirac acknowledged the national collective responsibility, programmed no discussions in the 
schools about the French role in the War, no mention of Drancy or the internal detention 
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camps or deportations no effort whatsoever to teach the future generations of French children 
about what happened and how it could happen again if they did not remain vigilant. 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection




