
Evangelos Vafias 
 

Evangelos Vafias, born in 1921 in Ioannina, Central Western Greece, describes his experience as 
a Greek Christian during the Italian/German occupation, 1941 -1944. His family comprised of 
his mother, two sisters and himself (the youngest). He never knew his father; he died before he 
was born. The family lived on Manoliasas Street. Evangelos started working very young as a 
stable hand. He became a farrier, and latter owned his own stables and small inn. He strayed in 
that business for 25 years. 
 
He did not have any Jewish friends, because their house was far from the Jewish area, in and 
around the Ioannina Castle. But the family knew a lot of Jews. They were buying stuff (fabrics, 
glassware, vegetables, etc) from Jewish peddlers, who were coming around every weekend. 
Giako (Jacob) was one of them. His mother was very close friend with a female Jewish peddler, 
Tavoula. His uncle was partner with a Jew (Antzel) in a vegetable shop outside the Castle.  His 
grandfather was a shoemaker on Anexartisias Street, where a lot of Jews had their stores. The 
Jews at the time were merchants. Christians and Jews had very good relationships; there were no 
distinctions between them. Sometimes, old women would warn children that if they din’t behave, 
they will be given to the Jews to put them in barrels with nails to extract and drink their blood. 
But nobody really paid attention to it. 
 
When the Germans came, things changed, and life became very hard. After a while, The 
Germans marked the Jewish homes and stores, and in March of 1944, they arrested and 
transported them out of Ioannina. Evangelos remembers it was a very cold Saturday morning. He 
saw the action from the distance with binoculars, as the Germans rounded up the Jews, put them 
in 30-40 military tracks and transport them out of the city.  
 
After the Jews left, there was a lot of pillaging of their homes and stores. A lot of local people 
changed from rags to riches. Evangelos witnessed two specific cases: 
- There was a Christian peddler ( Detsikas) set up outside a large Jewish glassware store. 

When the Jewish owner left, the peddler took over the store and became a well-to-do 
merchant. 

- A coal merchant bought two beds that came from a Jewish home from a junk dealer. As he 
was taken then into his house, one of the legs fell off, and gold pounds came out. He 
assumes that the other legs would have a lot more gold coins. 

 
A lot of Christians encouraged their Jewish friends to escape but none did, and they perished. 
They, somehow, thought that nothing would happen to them, although they knew what had 
happened to the Jews of Salonika.  
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