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Summary 
 
Panagiotis Efopoulos, born in Feb. 1928, in Kastoria (North Western Greece), describes his 
experience as a Greek Christian during the Italian/German occupation, 1941-45. His family 
comprised of his parents and 5 sibling, him being the second oldest. They lived on 23 Agiou 
Athanasiou Street. His parents came to Kastoria in 1927 from Western Turkey, as refuges during 
the exchange of populations between Greece and Turkey. His father had a horse-drawn cart and 
transported goods. When young, he did not have Jewish friends because his house was not close 
to the Jewish neighborhood. His father knew a couple of Jewish coolies and some merchant 
customers. Jews and Christians lived in harmony, in Kastoria, without any distinctions. 
 
One of his good friends is Mordos (could not recall last name), who now lives in Israel, and has 
repeatedly invited him to visit there. Another good friend, after the war, is Michel Mevorah and 
his wife. Also, he knows the Eliaou family, the only Jews living in Kastoria today. He also 
remembers a few other Jewish first names: Mousikos, a grocer; Bohoris, a coolie; Mrs. Mazalto; 
and Rousis who had a dairy store. In 1941 there were 700-800 Jews in the city. Very few 
survived. The Jews had the opportunity to escape to the surrounding mountains and join the 
Resistance, but they did not, either because they did not have the “courage” or they did not 
believe that anything bad would happen to them. They were controlling all commerce in 
Kastoria, except furs, (Kastoria has had a very active commerce in animal furs and over the years 
has been considered the “fur capital” of Greece). Panagiotis was buying pounds sterling from a 
Jewish jeweler and selling them to another town. It was illegal, and he got caught by the 
Germans but managed to get out.  
 
The Italians were relatively OK, although they executed some 70 people for being or cooperating 
with the Partisans. The Germans were much worst, fierce and savages. They did not think much 
of killing somebody right on the street for the slightest reason. After they came in, they made 
the Jews wear the Star of David on their chest or arm, and marked all the Jewish stores with the 
same. In 1943, they gathered all the Jews and, after a couple of days, shipped them out. He 
remembers 30-40 army trucks transporting them out of the city. They passed right in front of his 
house. After the Jews left, the Germans imposed a total curfew for about three days. During that 
time they, supported by some Kastorian collaborators, went into the Jewish stores, took the 
merchandise, categorized it, stored it, and eventually sold it. The Jewish homes were broken 
into and pillaged, primarily, by locals. He and a couple of friends entered a house but did not 
take anything because at the same time the German Commandant with his entourage came in. 
He was unlucky to be captured and was badly beaten by a collaborator in the group, named 
Toundas. It took him about six days to recover. The other friends escaped. The Jewish houses 
were encroached and occupied by locals. After the war, the majority of the houses were given 
back to their rightful owners, the few survivors and the Jewish Community, who, in turn, sold 
them. But they were some Kastorians who kept them illegally. In fact, his friend Mordo from 
Israel has one such an illegally kept house. He suggested to Panagiotis to go together after the 
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encroacher, but he did not want to get involved. He knows a number of people who become 
wealthy “thanks to the Jews” but did not want to reveal names. 
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