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Summary 
 
Konstantinos Gounaris was born on the 5th of October, 1929 in Thessaloniki (Salonika) in 
the North Central part of Greece. He describes his experience as Greek Christian during 
the German occupation (1941 -1944). His family was well to do and did not suffer much, 
because they had a flour mill, and they could keep a small portion of their production 
for themselves. His father, Vasilios, had also a grocery store in Salonika and a vineyard in 
Nea Mesimvria, Bulgaria, where the family was originally from. Konstantinos had a 
sister, four years younger, and a brother, five years younger. His mother was a 
housekeeper, as the great majority of the women that time. The family lived in the area 
of Filippou and Makedonikis Aminis streets. There were a lot of Jews living in that area, 
especially on Gkarmpola Street. During the war with Italy (Oct. 28, 1940 – April, 1941), 
the family went to Nea Mesimvria, but when the Germans came to Salonika they 
returned. His father died in 1949, and at that time, at age 20, he took over the business 
and became the head of the family. 
 
In his elementary school he had no Jews classmates. In high school, he went to a 
technical Accounting School and had a lot of Jewish classmates; characteristically, he 
mentioned that they started with 65 students in his class, but after the Germans sent 
the Jews to the concentration camps, graduated only 21. His father, and then himself, 
had a lot of Jewish friends and colleagues. He remember a few Jews: ? Saltiel, Beniko 
Kapon, Avraham Nehama (Nehama, Kapon & Co.), and Mosiko (about 18 years old), who 
was working at his father’s store.  
During the German occupation there was a lot hunger in the city. Everything was 
rationed. The Germans did a lot of sweeps around various neighborhoods with different 
excuses, resulting in getting people for forced labor in various German projects, e.g. 
expanding the airport, etc.  
 
At the beginning of 1943, the Germans requisitioned their house, and moved them in a 
house on 4 Stamatopoulou Street, originally belonging to a Jewish family, who had been 
displaced in a ghetto waiting to being sent to the concentration camps. The house was a 
terrible stage because it had been looted, pillaged and robbed by citizens. The area 
around there, Miaouli, Baron Hirsch, Italy streets, etc., had a lot of Jews, and therefore 
had a number of empty houses. Konstantinos remembers, before their capture, Jews 
selling their belongings to survive, and after their capture, other people selling Jewish 
belongings taken from their looted homes. The Jewish stores were also heavily looted, 
this time by Germans. The Germans chose all the best exclusively for their use, the best 
restaurants, movie theaters, stores, etc.  
 
During the summer of 1942, the Germans gathered all male Jews in Eleutherias (Liberty) 
square, and order them to do calisthenics for hours in the middle of the day in the hot 
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sun and tremendous heat. This had no purpose other to harass and humiliate them. In 
1943, the Germans gathered and sent all the Jews to concentration camps. He 
remembers looking at long human lines walking towards the train station. The Germans 
knew where to find them because they had registered themselves. This is one thing that 
Konstantinos does not understand … Why the Jews did not try to escape, although they 
had warnings of what to expect. Indeed they seem to prepare for going away; they had 
new cloths made, they bought new shoes, etc.  
 
When the Germans left, after their defeat, put on fire the warehouses by the port, and 
they blew up, the jetties, trains station, airport, their ships, the 
 
 

http://collections.ushmm.org  
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection 




