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Georgios Nestorakis was born in December, 1928, in the village of Roditis (then Proktio), 
east of the town of Komotini in North/Eastern Greece. He describes his experience as a 
Greek Christian before and during the Bulgarian occupation (1941-1944). His family was 
refugees from Eastern Thrace (Turkey) in 1922, as were the majority of the people of 
Roditis.  His father and the other villagers were farmers and shepherds. He had two 
sisters (one older and one younger) from his natural mother, his father first wife, and 
three more siblings from the second. He went to elementary school in Roditis, and 
started high school in 1939 in Komotini, because his village did not have a high school. 
He was the first from his village to go to high school and had to walk 5 miles back and 
forth to school, but during the winter, he stayed with his uncle Styliano Kolaras. 
Komotini was a big village at that time, with a mixed population of Muslims (Turks), 
Jews, Armenians and Christian Greeks, primarily refugees from Turkey (Asia Minor, 
Ponto and Eastern Thrace). Everybody lived harmoniously.  
 
The Germans came to Komotini around April of 1941 and they stayed only one month. 
Then they left administrative control to the Bulgarians until the end of the war (Sept. 14, 
1944). The Bulgarians tried to absorb the northern part of Greece, including Komotini, 
into their own country. They tried to abolish and disallowed the Greek language, closed 
the Greek Schools, and brought their own Priests (Slavic, Bulgarian Orthodox Church). 
They were as rough as the Germans. The citizens who decided to follow them got extra 
rations of food. The others were hungry. They took people’s stores, houses and farms, 
ex. they took 90 out of the 100 sheep and 40 out 50 hectares of farmland from George’s 
family, and they taxed heavily the rest.  
 
The Jews lived around the crossroads of Maccabi and Athanasiou Diakou Streets in 
Komotini. They were no Jews in the village of Roditis. They were generally well off 
merchants. They were pretty much controlling the commerce in town. George did not 
have any Jewish friend. The only (last)name he remembers was Levy who had a 
novelties store. He saw them wearing a yellow star on their chests and arms. He did not 
see them taken from their houses and being shipped out in 1942 or 1943, but he heard 
the story from his friend Mihalis Xatzis, who lived close, on Athanasiou Diakou Street. 
They were taken to a tobacco warehouse for about a week, and then put on trains and 
sent to Poland. After they Jews left, the Bulgarians took the best Jewish houses for 
themselves, and moved Greek families to the rest, one family per room. They 
burglarized the Jewish homes. He does not think that any Jews returned. He believes 
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their houses and stores eventually were given to a Jews organization from Salonika or 
Athens (possibly the Central Israelite Council) to manage all the estates.  
 
On or about Sept. 14, 1944, the Bulgarians gave the administration of the city back to 
the Greeks Partisans. Marinos Saharidis was the first commander to take over. Other 
partisans he mentioned are Stelios Mpenardis, Haralampos Grigoriadis, Argyrios 
Mitrakis, and Iordanis Kepelis. 
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