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Summary 
 
Eleftherios (also known as Napoleon) Tannas, born in October, 1926 in the 
neighborhood of Archimandriou Church, Ioannina, Central/Western Greece, describes 
his experience as a Greek Christian in Ioannina, around the German occupation (1941 – 
1943). His father was a porter and the family was poor. His mother came from Turkish 
Asia Minor. He had six siblings, two of whom are still alive, Anastasia, born around 1930 
and Marika around 1935. Later the family moved to the area inside the Castle (Castro) 
of Ioannina. In 1936, Eleftherios quit school at age 10 and started working in a coffee 
shop to help his family.  
 
When he was in elementary school, there were a couple of Jews, who, he recalls, did not 
participate in morning Christian prayers. There was a sizable Jewish community in the 
Castle, and the houses were intermixed. Christians and Jews lived in harmony, and there 
were never any problems. Christians were going to the Synagogue, and assisting the 
Jews during Saturdays to start the fire, etc. The Jews were considered very good 
merchants and very honest people. They had different types of stores: milk products, 
green groceries, clothes and clothing material, glass (china) products, etc. He used to 
take merchandise form a Jewish merchant and go to the surrounding villages to trade 
for agricultural goods. There was also a Jewish doctor, Dr. Kofinas, who served the 
people of Castle, and received as much as people could afford. When he died, the 
neighborhood mourned his loss. Eleftherios remembers a couple of Jews: Naoum, who 
had a store of milk products (cheese, milk, etc), and Biros, who was a friend of his 
father. He also remembers two mixed-marriage couples, although this was very unusual.  
 
At the beginning, the Italians occupied Ioannina, and there were no problems. But the 
Germans were a different kind of occupiers. First they tragically mistreated the Italians, 
and then the Greeks.  At one point, they invited all the Christians at a place called 
Stavraki, and told them to paint a cross outside their houses and stores. One day, at 
dawn (about 5:00 am), in the winter of 1943 (he remembers it was bitter cold), the 
Germans, assisted by the town gendarmerie, rounded up all the Jews. They loaded them 
in a convoy of 100 to 150 open military trucks and took them away. Very few came 
back.  When the Jews left, their houses were guarded by the Germans, who stole a lot of 
their belongings. Eleftherios did not see anybody actually entering the houses, but he 
saw military trucks full of household goods. After the war, a Jewish organization was 
formed, the Organization for the Care and Restoration of Greek Jews (OPAIE in Greek) to 
manage the estates of the people lost in the concentration camps. 
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