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Vasilios Delidinas, born June 10, 1924, in Kastoria, Western Macedonia, Greece, describes his 
experience as a Christian in Kastoria from 1940 to 1944. Kastoria is built by a large lake, 
Kastoria Lake. His father’s name was Konstandinos and had six siblings (4 sisters and 2 
brothers). He was the youngest of the family. He lived with his family in the area of Omonia 
Square, went to the 1st Elementary School of Kastoria, which was close to the Jewish 
neighborhood, and had a number of Jewish classmates friends.. His father was a furrier and also 
and had a number of Jewish social friends. Young Jewish children attended either the Jewish 
Elementary School, which was in the yard of the Synagogue, or the 1st Elementary School. There 
was no Jewish High School. Vasilios went to the Synagogue a number of times and attended a 
Jewish burial service. He does not remember names of Jewish friends other than Mousoulas (last 
name), and Lina (first name) who was a classmate of his sister. He remembers Lina being very 
beautiful, “the most beautiful girl in Kastoria”. The Jews were primarily fabric merchant, but you 
could also find butchers, fishermen, flour millers (the Kalef family), etc. You could differentiate 
them because they were speaking primarily Ladino and the Greek language with very heavy 
accent. They were the “best breed”; very quiet, hard workers, and never caused any problems. 
There were few poor Jews but in general, they were well off. Some of them would go out to the 
surrounding villages and barter with the villagers, fabric with foodstuffs. There was a rumor 
circulating by older women that the Jews were putting young Christian children in barrels with 
nails to extract their blood and drink it or use it in their food. His family never believed it and 
thought it was funny. 
 
The Germans came to Kastoria about April 15, 1941; they left after one month, leaving behind 
only few administrative personnel. The Italians managed the occupation of Kastoria. But when 
the Italy surrendered later in Sept. 1943, the Germans came back; they arrested and expelled the 
Italians, and stayed until Sept. 1944. They were very disciplined, like robots. Vasilios saw a 
group of Germans marching into the lake up to their chins before they were given the order to 
halt. They never exhibited any emotions; they never helped in any way. They were throwing 
their leftover food out in the lake rather than giving anything to the starving Greeks. At the 
beginning, the Germans did not do anything; they only asked the Rabbi to supply a list of the 
Jews along with their addresses and financial information. After a while, they asked everybody 
to mark their houses, Christians with a cross, Jews with a star David. They also asked every Jews 
to pay a monthly stipend. There was a Polish Jew who was circulating among the Jewish 
community, trying to get information and reassure the Jews. On March 3, 1944, the Germans 
gather all the Jews; they put them in a large house owned by the Valala family, close to Omonia 
square, they kept them for 3-4 days, and then transported them out of town in 56 military trucks. 
The exception was, his friend Lina, the beautiful girl; an officer took her alone in a jeep. Lina 
survived the holocaust, she was freed from Dachau; she lives in NYC (Lina Kofinou); he saw her 
lately. When the Jews were captured, there was major pillage of their houses and stores by “poor 
Greeks”. Vasilios witnessed the capture, transport and pillage first hand from very close 
proximity in Omonia Square. 
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 Before the WWII, some Jews left for Israel, and during the German occupation few escaped in 
the mountains to join the Partisans. Form the 1050 Jews of Kastoria, only 31 survived and 
eventually left for Israel, US, or other Greek cities. Today only one Jew lives in Kastoria. 
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