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Oral history interview with Michail (Michael) Panagos 
 
Summary 
 
Michail Panagos, born on April, 22, 1934 in Rhodes, an large Greek island in the south-
eastern Aegean sea, describes his experience as a Christian during the German 
occupation, 1940-1945. He was the only child. His father was a leather goods merchant, 
and his mother was a milliner in his shop. He left the family when Michail was very 
young. Mother and son lived with his grandmother, Christina, who was the 
breadwinner, working in a carpet factory, owned by a Jew named Modiano. Michail 
lived in the Jewish neighborhood, and went to school and played with Jewish kids.  
 
Before and during WWII, Rhodes was under Italian occupation, and everything was fine. 
Everybody lived in peace and quite without any distinctions. When the Germans came in 
the island and took over from the Italians, they were a lot stricter, but as long as there 
were no troubles, things went smoothly. There was no Greek Resistance against the 
Germans in Rhodes. Everybody was moving freely and visiting each other's houses. 
Christians kids were visiting the Synagogue, and helping the Jewish families to light up 
the fires at the beginning of Shabbat. They even spoke Latino. Michail remembers that 
later the Jews were asked to were the symbol X on their backs. 
 
When the Germans asked the Jews to present themselves at the Soleil Hotel, everybody 
went, nobody tried to escape. The Germans gathered them, marched them to the port, 
put them on ships and sent them away to concentration camps. Before the Jews left, 
rumor has it that, they buried a lot of gold. When they were gone, the locals dug it out 
and kept it. A lot of people became rich all of a sudden. 
 
Michail remembers a number of Jews:  

- Rahamis, a merchant, and another one with the same name, a teacher 
- Alhadef Izi, a good friend, who had a Italian passport and stayed in Rhodes 

unharmed;  
- Kapelouto who emigrated to Congo before the German occupation, and came 

back to Rhodes after the war  
- Soriano Elio, a good friend, who had a Turkish passport and stayed in Rhodes 

unharmed. His sister Rita still lives there 
- Iliko (no last name), who was a good friend 
- Modiano Loukia who went to the concentration camps but returned, and still 

lives in Rhodes 
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