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Oral history interview with Dimitris Psaras 
 
Summary 
 
Dimitris Psaras was born in 1953 in the Kypseli area of Athens, Greece. He graduated 
from the Polytechnic School of Athens as an Architect, and worked the first 10 years of 
his career as such. In 1980, he was changed to journalism and started publishing the 
magazine Commentator. In 1990, he and some other journalists formed a group, called 
Ios (Virus), and started writing in the newspaper Eleftherotypia (“Free Press”) under this 
common name. He has written numerous articles and, at least, three books, one on the 
Extreme Right movement in Greece, one on the fascist organization/political party 
Golden Dawn, and one on antisemitism in Greece (The Best Seller on Hatred: the 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion). His books have been translated into French and German. 
His young adult years were under the then Military Junta (1967-1974). During these 
years, he developed very liberal leanings and was involved in the anti-junta 
organizations Rigas Feraios. The slogan of the Junta was "Greece of Greek Christians (i.e. 
Greece belongs to Greek Christians) 
 
This interview focuses on the far-right movement, specifically the fascist organization 
Golden Dawn, and antisemitism in Greece. The main points are summarized below: 
 

- When the Junta fell in 1974, a Government of National Unity was formed under 
Prime Minister Konstantinos Karamanlis. There was no thorough investigation 
and cleaning of fascist elements in Government, Armed Forces, Police and 
Church. Therefore, some fascist roots were left underground. The security of the 
new Government was not firmly secured, and Prime Minister Karamanlis was 
sleeping on different locations, concerned for his life. 

 
- A lot of Junta's senior members had backgrounds in collaborating with the 

Germans during the occupation in WWII. 
 

- In 1984, the original Junta leader, Colonel George Papadopoulos, established 
from jail the far-right, nationalist party, the National Political Union (EPEN). The 
Youth organization of EPEN was headed by Nikos Michaloliakos, now the 
Secretary General of Golden Dawn. When Michaloliakos resigned, a Makis 
Voridis took over. Voridis is now a senior member of New Democracy (Nea 
Democratia), the rightwing political party. The second largest party in Greece.  
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- The individuals most mentioned as the leaders of the fascist movement are 
Nikos Michaloliakos (now an MP), George Karatzaferis (ex MP for New 
Democracy), and Kostas Plevris.  

 
- Golden Dawn is an ultranationalist, neo-fascist, neo-Nazi political party, originally 

formed in 1980 by Nikos Michaloliakos.  Until 2009, GD was getting less that 1% 
of the Greek vote. They started gaining ground with Greece's financial 
difficulties, and starting in 2012, they have been getting about 7% of the vote. 
Since the last election of 9/2015, they have become the third largest party in the 
Greek Parliament, behind the Leftwing and the Rightwing parties. They have 18 
seats out of 300 

 
- Golden Dawn is openly xenophobic, racist and fascist. They make use of Nazi 

symbols, and praise Adolf Hitler and other dictators.  Their slogan is "Blood, 
Honor and Golden Dawn". They have been deliberately attacking immigrants and 
persecuting them.  Many groups and political parties advocate for the Greek 
government to dissolve GD.  

 
- Golden Dawn formed "attack groups" (street gangs) to fight immigrants and 

opposing groups. In Sept. 2013, GD gangs killed the anti-fascist Greek rapper 
Pavlos Fyssas. Michaloliakos and several other Golden Dawn MPs were arrested 
on suspicion of forming a criminal organization. They were held in pre-trial 
detention for 18 months (the maximum by Greek law), but were freed in March 
2015. The trial began in April 2015 and is still ongoing. 

 
- Far-right/nationalistic sentiments in Greece are not rare. They are imbedded in 

all aspects of the Greek society. These ideas are mostly tolerated or covertly 
supported, and the followers live in peace.  Michaloliakos' two brothers, are a 
well-known attorney defending far-right groups (has changed his name to 
Michalogias) and the Vice Chairman of the Greek Army.  A number of large 
shipping houses, who benefited by the Junta, support covertly (Liatsis, Onasis, 
Niarchos, etc), or overtly (Theodorakopoulos) far-right groups. There are, also, 
followers in the Armed Forces, Police, Church and Judiciary. 

 
- Antisemitism is most prevalent in the Greek Orthodox Church (for religious 

reasons), the far-right movement (for Nazi-based notions of purity of race), and  
in far-left groups (for the Palestinian cause and global financial dominance). 
Antisemitism is usually covered as "anti-Zionism".  

 
- A small number of Orthodox Archimandrites (senior clerics) have made 

passionate anti-Jewish remarks and speeches presenting Jews as the "antichrist". 
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The far-right movement presents the argument of purity of race, and that the 
major local and global crises are because of the big capital  or the USA, which are 
both controlled by the Jews.. The far-left  argues that the Jews (Israelis) are 
mistreating the Palestinians (apartheid), plus they control the global financial 
companies.  
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