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Oral history interview with Evangelos Voliotis 
 
Summary 
 
 
Evangelos Voliotis, born in Volos, Central Greece, describes his experience as a Christian during the 
German occupation, 1940-45. His family comprised of his father (Apostolos), mother, himself, a sister 
and a brother born after the war. Evangelos and his sister were born, in the clinic of Dr. Cohen, a good 
friend of his father, and a well-known Jewish doctor in Volos. The family lived in the village of Agios 
Vlasios, about 10 miles east of Volos. They were farmers. Their farm was about 10 miles outside the 
village. They were raising sheep and cultivating olives, apples and vegetables. In the farm, they had a 
small cabin (called Kalivi in Greek) and a small warehouse for apples.   
 
There were only a couple of Jewish families in Agios Vlasios, but quite a number in Volos. Because of 
their close friendship, Dr. Cohen trusted Apostolos Voliotis and sent him two Jewish families from Volos 
to hide. They stayed in the Voliotis's farm for about five months. One day, Greek right-wing German 
collaborators went to the farm looking for Partisans, and accidentally saw one of the Jewish men, a well-
known photographer. They caught him. He was eventually sent to the concentration camps, where he 
perished. After that, the two Jewish families left and went to the village of Tsagarada higher up on 
mount Pelion, where the Germans did not go. They survived and eventually went to Israel. They came 
back to Volos 2-3 times in the 1990's and 2016 to re-establish the relationship with Evangelos and his 
siblings, and they invited them to visit Israel in May 2016 all expenses paid. The father, Apostolos 
Voliotis, was recognized by the Jewish Community of Volos and other Jewish organizations as "Righteous 
Among the Nations" 
 
The people in Volos suffered during the German occupation, but the surrounding villagers did not, 
because they were able to barter with livestock olives, wheat, etc. The Germans were pillaging the 
villages close Volos, but they would not go to villages further up the mountain. They were no paved 
roads, and a strong contingent of Resistance fighters. A lot of Jews of Volos found shelter in these 
villages and survived. Dr Cohen also went there, but Evangelos does not know what happened to him. 
 
On May 13, 1944, because one of their soldiers was shot and injured by a villager, the Germans burned 
the village of Agios Vlasios and killed 33 men. They also took 7 others, suspected as left-wing partisans, 
who eventually were hung by the train station in Volos by Greek right-wing opponents. Evangelos and 
his grandfather tried to escape with one of their sheep, but they were seen by the Germans, who 
approached them and in cold blood shot and killed his grandfather without any warning, in front of him. 
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