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Meropi Zografou, born on Feb. 22, 1924 in Salonika (Thessaloniki), Greece, describes her 
experience as a Christian during the German occupation. Her family comprised of her father, 
mother and four siblings (two daughters and two sons). Her father had a patisserie, confectionary 
store on 58 Egnatia Street. The family lived on the upper floor. The Jewish neighborhood was very 
close, between Siggrou and Iasonos Dragoumi streets. Her father knew a number of Jews (Levi, 
who was a hatter, Haim Hasid, Abravanel, who knew French and translated recipes for him).  
Meropi, did not have Jewish close friends but had a number of classmates, Marika, Koen, Maria 
Moshe, Stela Koenka, and Saltiel (her father had a well-known yarn store). She also knew Zouli 
Saltiel, who was from a very wealthy family, and was admired for her many and beautiful cloths. 
There were no distincions between Christians and Jews at school and in general. The only 
difference was that the Jewish students would excuse themselves out of Religion classes. On the 
other hand, Meropi remembers an organization called EEE, for National Unity of Greece, who was 
very antisemitic and fascist.  
When the war started, Meropi’s family left Salonika and went to a neighboring village to avoid 
the bombardments by the Italians. When the Germans came, the family came back and life was 
pretty much the same. The Germans were generally OK and the family did nor suffer, because 
they had relatives in the villages that provided them with food necessities. The general 
population of Salonika suffered from hunger, but not as bad as Athens.  
Life for the Jews changed when the Germans forced them to wear a yellow star, and limited their 
movements to only certain areas. Also, the Jewish stores closed. There was also a tragic event: 
one summer day, the Germans gathered all the adult male Jews in Liberty Square (Platia 
Eleutherias) and under the hot sun they forced them to exercise to the point of exertion. Despite 
all indications, the majority of the Jews believed Chief Rabbi Zvi Koretrz, who told them not to 
worry, that the Germans will not harm them, and that they’ll be relocated to an another, 
beautiful area to start a new life. They did not want to accept what was coming to them. They 
stayed in Salonika and finally were sent to the Crematoriums. There were few who escaped and 
survived. For example, the Malach family returned. Also, the Levi family left for Athens and 
returned. When the Levis left, they gave the dowries of their daughters to Meropi’s family for 
safekeeping. They got all their things back. There were other families, however, who left their 
belongings to friends, but either did not return or they never got them back. They were a number 
of Greeks who became wealthy that way.  
Meropi does not know of any Christian collaborators, but she believes there were some. She 
remembers, however, one Jewish individual who collaborated with the Germans. She does not 
know what happened to him. She thinks he was killed. On the other hand, there were a lot of 
Greeks who helped the Jews, e.g. her brother George helped Pepo Hasid, his wife and young son 
to escape, mascareting him as a train contactor. 
The vast Jewish Cemetery of Salonika, was tragically destroyed and its marble tombstones were 
used in all sorts of building projects around the city 
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