
RG-50.862: EHRLICH COLLECTION - SUMMARY NOTES OF AUDIO FILES  
  
Introductory note by Anatol Steck, Project Director in the International Archival Programs 
Division of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum: 
These summary transcription notes of the digitized interviews recorded by Leonard and Edith 
Ehrlich in the 1970s as part of their research for their manuscript about the Jewish community 
leadership in Vienna and Theresienstadt during the Holocaust titled "Choices under Duress" are 
a work in progress.  The project started in April 2016 and is ongoing. The summary notes are 
being typed while listening to the recordings in real time; this requires simultaneous translation 
as many of the interviews are in German, often using Viennese vernacular and/or Yiddish terms 
(especially in the case of the lengthy interview with Benjamin Murmelstein which the Ehrlichs 
recorded with Mr. and Mrs. Murmelstein over several days in their apartment in Rome and 
which constitutes a major part of this collection). The summary notes are intended as a tool and 
a finding aid for the researcher; researchers are strongly encouraged to consult the digitized 
recordings for accuracy and authenticity and not to rely solely on the summary notes.  As much 
as possible, persons mentioned by name in the interviews are identified and described in the 
text; however, as persons are often referred to in the interviews only by last name, their 
identification is sometimes based on the context in which their names appear within the 
interview (especially in cases where different persons share the same last name). In case of the 
interview with Benjamin Murmelstein, unless specifically stated at the beginning of the tape by 
Leonard Ehrlich, it is not always clear whether a particular interview segment continues in the 
correct order or, as the interview was recorded over several days, a particular interview 
segment continues where the interview was concluded on the previous day. It is possible that 
the individual interview segments are not in their correct order. Leonard Ehrlich and Edith 
Ehrlich are identified in the summary notes as LE and EE.   
 
Washington, D.C., December 2016 
 
 
Summaries of RG-50.862.0004, Oral history interview with Benjamin Murmelstein 
 
file:///J:/Archives/RG-50.862_for%20Anatol/RG-50.862.0004.01.06.mp3 
Interview with Benjamin Murmelstein. Mrs. Murmelstein and their son Wolf Murmelstein 
contribute to the discussion. Interview segment starts with LE: "[...] und wir sprechen noch 
immer ueber den Prochnik."  Murmelstein talks about Robert Prochnik who worked for him. 
[NOTE by Anatol Steck: see entry on Robert Prochnik in "The Holocaust in History: the Known, 
the Unknown, the Disputed, and the Reexamined" by Michael Berenbaum.] Murmelstein: "Die 
Juden sind so voll mit Mitzvis wie ein Granatapfel mit Kernen. Und ich bin auch voll mit Fehlern 
wie ein Granatapfel mit Kernen. Aber zu meinen Fehlern gehoert nicht dass wenn ich 
jemandem was Gutes tue, ich es ihm vorhalte." ("The Jews are as full of good deeds as a 
pomegranate is filled with seeds. And I am just as full of flaws as a pomegranate is filled with 
seeds. But harboring resentment against someone for having done a good deed for him is not 
one of these flaws.") Murmelstein talks about the decision he had to make in 1938 whether to 
do good or bad and he believes he chose to do the former. "Es ist selbstverstaendlich dass der 
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Schuster Schuhe macht. Genauso selbstverstaendlich war es dass man den Leuten helfen 
musste." ("It is self-evident that a cobbler makes shoes.  Just as self-evident was the need to 
help the people.") This extended to Prochnik whom Murmelstein says he was able to "drag out" 
of deportation transports from Vienna, and later save from deportation to the concentration 
camps from Theresienstadt "because he knew too much." Murmelstein contends it was never 
his intention to make Prochnik a scapegoat. Says that Prochnik was never a substitute for him, 
not in responsibility, not in the Jewish sense, and not in the humanitarian sense. He was very 
efficient but only an assistant.  It would have been "cowardly" of Murmelstein to put the 
responsibility for the past and the future on Prochnik. Murmelstein states that he could have 
left in April with his wife and could have been sitting safe and sound in Switzerland.  How 
history would have been different then. How he could have been "chemically cleansed" by an 
honor court. But because he happened to be in Theresienstadt everything had to be done 
"thoroughly." Talks about the postwar period, how authorities did not know what to do with 
him. How Murmelstein forced a decision by threatening to leave. How he was formally placed 
under arrest in the Dresdner barracks but was allowed to go in and out as he pleased. Fellow 
arrestees were Löwenherz, the wife of Stengel [?], a former judge of the Sondergericht whose 
name he can't recall, a Mr. Liederkolben [?], a Dutch painter because he had worked for the 
Germans, and others. Prochnik used to report regularly to his apartment which was on the 
same floor as the administration in the Magdeburg barrack.  
Murmelstein poses a rhetorical question: "So what happened between me and Prochnik?"  At 
one point the Communist party decided what his fate would be and decided that he would get 
a jail sentence of 15 years. Murmelstein learned about this from his connections, people who 
owed him. They would make it look as if they are doing Prochnik a favor because in reality he, 
Murmelstein, was supposed to be hanged. LE asks why in favor to Prochnik, what for? 
Murmelstein replies because Prochnik worked for the Czechs and was part of the deliberations. 
"One nice day I order Prochnik to come, as usual." Prochnik looks uncomfortable. How Prochnik 
tries to sell him on the idea of 15 years which would be less with amnesty.  How Murmelstein 
looked at him as if he was crazy. Later he realized that Prochnik was not talking on his own 
behalf but was sent.  How Prochnik asked for a certificate postdated to Vienna 1942 from 
Murmelstein as associate leader of the community. Why? Prochnik had Löwenherz certify 
before he left Theresienstadt that he had worked in matters which now were better not to talk 
about, namely that he worked in the "small fortress" in Theresienstadt. Therefore, the 
Löwenherz certificate not only was useless at this point but "best burned."  So instead he now 
wanted a certificate from Murmelstein. Prochnik needed a certificate that he did good and loyal 
work. How Prochnik reported to Löwenherz in Vienna to be sent to Nisko. Murmelstein told 
Prochnik to draft the certificate and bring it the next day. How Prochnik wanted him to certify 
that he was the secretary general ("Amtsdirektor und Erster Sekretaer") of the community but 
that Murmelstein could not certify something that was not true. "According to the statutes not 
even I could be secretary general.  According to the statutes only Löwenherz could be secretary 
general." Hoe Murmelstein never wanted a title, always signed "on behalf of the Amtsdirektor." 
Prochnik revised the certificate. How Murmelstein still felt uncomfortable but signed it 
nevertheless. How the moment he signed the certificate he was informed that his leave 
privileges from jail were suspended.  How he felt used by Prochnik. LE asks how can 
Murmelstein be sure that Prochnik was behind this. Murmelstein clarifies that he was told that 
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this was done "by order of Prochnik." EE: what did Prochnik get out of rescinding Murmelstein's 
leave privileges? Murmelstein: "Look, you disembark from the sinking ship if you want to save 
yourself." How Prochnik and the others miscalculated, that the Czech justice system at the time 
was still functional and just, that Prochnik could not have foreseen that he would go free. 
Discusses Rudolf Slansky (originally; Salzmann) and how he was helpful to Murmelstein by 
preventing organized protests by the Communist party against Murmelstein and how Slansky 
was a decent person.  Mentions that there was an orchestrated protest against him by the 
survivors too and its organizer visited him in 1970 and had coffee with him and admitted that 
the protest was orchestrated. Murmelstein recounts the reason why this person was against 
him, because he did not save one of his relatives from deportation. How Murmelstein has not 
had contact with Prochnik ever since then. However, how the interrogation protocol and the 
witness statement of Prochnik about him at his trial is "very decent." "He might not have 
understood everything but he know more than anyone else." How Prochnik thought he was 
doing Murmelstein a favor with the 15 years of jail.  
Discussion continues with Czech nationalists in Theresienstadt. Murmelstein talks about the 
son-in-law of the last Czech mayor of Prague who had been executed by the Germans. His son-
in-law enjoyed privileged inmate status. Murmelstein recounts how Eppstein "placed a bomb at 
his feet" due to an incident in 1943 when this son-in-law was accused of stealing food from care 
packages. Eppstein put Murmelstein in charge of the investigation.  Murmelstein explains that 
this was a no-win situation for him: if he finds cause to accuse the son-in-law he will be in 
trouble with the Czech nationalists, if not, then people will say that Murmelstein was a part of 
the scam. During his investigation Murmelstein uncovered that the son-in-law did take the food 
but with the permission of Desider Friedmann.  The logic was that those who worked on 
processing incoming care packages could eat some of the food as payment. How Murmelstein 
replied to Friedmann that he has the sewer workers under his command and what exactly do 
they get to eat from their work? [Murmelstein and the Ehrlichs have a good laugh.]  The matter 
was resolved when Murmelstein had the incoming packages held for three days and issued 
notice that anyone who steals from a package will henceforth be transferred to the small 
fortress.  How the food was intended for the sick, the children, and the elderly, but that it was 
always stolen before it could reach those most in need. How Murmelstein could have been 
more tolerant if the people stealing the food had eaten the food but instead the food was used 
for barter. Some people had over a dozen so-called "Postvollmachten." Mrs. Murmelstein tells 
her husband to explain what a "Postvollmacht" is.  Murmelstein explains that it is a mail 
certificate by which someone gives someone else the right to receive their mail after they die or 
are no longer able to receive it. How this was an organized effort: as people were deported 
they were given a piece of bread or some bacon in exchange for their signature on the mail 
certificate. Some people were operating on an "industrial scale" by having 40 or so certificates; 
some members of the Council of Elders had around 17 or 18 certificates for their own benefit.  
Murmelstein refuses to name names. Mrs. Murmelstein interjects that the members of the 
Council of Elders already had it well to begin with and the certificates were on top of 
everything.  Murmelstein explains how the council members already received double portions, 
even those without a wife and/or family, at the cost of the others. "Und mein Unding war dass 
ich Dinge die ich gesehen habe, immer beim Namen genannt habe. [...] Die feinen Leute haben 
sich immer gross angeschaut denn ich war der Spielverderber. Der Zweite war Dr. Munk der auf 
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dieser Linie geritten ist." ("And my fault was that when I saw something I always called it by its 
name. [...] The gentlefolk would exchange big glances because I ruined the game for them. The 
second one was Dr. Munk [NOTE: Dr. Erich Munk, the head of Theresienstadt's Health 
Department], he followed the same line.").   Murmelstein explains how the stolen food would 
be used for barter with the peasants in a distance of 20 to 30 kilometers surrounding 
Theresienstadt in exchange for cigarettes which, in turn, would be sold to Theresienstadt 
inmates in exchange for food etc.  
Murmelstein discusses how the idea for the visit by the International Red Cross came from him 
("the visit by the real Red Cross, not the Danish or German one").  How he lobbied Rahm who 
was interested in the idea and how Rahm, in turn, lobbied Eichmann who was skeptical.  How 
Eichmann would go to Prague to visit his wife on most Saturdays and would stop by in 
Theresienstadt to meet with Rahm.  While Eichmann would meet with Rahm, soldiers would 
load up his car with Theresienstadt food provisions. How on December 5 or 6, 1944, an 
inspector came from Berlin and issued a positive report about the state of the ghetto. How 
Murmelstein regarded this as a lifesaving measure because before then "we lived in the 
shadow of the urn", how he was afraid that the Germans would liquidate the entire ghetto and 
get rid of everyone.  How "the girls" (young Jewish females from Bohemia-Moravia) 
accomplished this while he, Murmelstein "did the shouting." That there should be a street in 
Israel named in honor of the "Theresienstadt girls" who were "golden" and who worked hard 
and without complaint.  "Dieses Menschenmaterial war zum begeistern" ("This human capital 
was exhilarating."). As a reward Murmelstein organized a New Year's celebration at the end of 
December. A few days later Slovak Jews arrived and told everyone "the truth about Auschwitz." 
How the "girls" cried but continued to work hard. LE asks for clarification what one knew at the 
time about Auschwitz.  Murmelstein responds that it was the Slovak Jews from Sered who 
arrived in January/February 1945 who knew. EE: how come they knew? Murmelstein: because 
in 1944 Auschwitz escapees fled via Slovakia and they knew the fate of the deportees from 
Theresienstadt. "We learned this from them when they arrived. Whatever someone else says is 
a lie." Murmelstein says that, while he and the others knew that Auschwitz was no 
"Honiglecken" [idiomatic expression: "no picnic"], they did not know about the gas chambers, 
about the systematic extermination on an industrial scale. LE insists on the exact date that 
Murmelstein learned about the gas chamber, Murmelstein says he does not recall, LE insists 
because the gas chamber had been built earlier and a certain Freiberger knew about it.  
[Tape ends abruptly at 00:47:10] 
[Tape resumes at 00:47:19] 
LE insists that there were earlier "connections" of this sort.  Murmelstein concedes that there 
were "always" such connections.  Gives example of 1943, when the Polish children arrived from 
Bialystok.  As they were marched towards the delousing stations the children smelled the odor 
and began to scream "Gas, gas" and started to panic. "At that point everyone knew."  
Murmelstein corrects his earlier statement by saying that it was not as if no one knew anything. 
Continues: after the Polish children "were gone," the barracks in which they had stayed were 
disinfected because the children had suffered from a disease of which "we were not allowed to 
know what it was." Laments that the ghetto doctors were not allowed to visit the children and 
treat them. States that the tragedy at the time was that the current commandant Burger was a 
"cow" unlike Rahm with whom one could reason [NOTE by Anatol Steck: Anton Burger (1911-
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1991)].  Murmelstein says he had plans to send the children abroad. Instead, "the children were 
sent into the gas" due to the "stubbornness" of commandant Burger and the inflexibility of 
Eppstein as Elder. How Murmelstein tried to convince Eppstein to talk to Burger.  How he 
refused. How Murmelstein faults Eppstein for the children's death. Murmelstein recounts an 
incident that occurred during the disinfections of the children's barracks after the children were 
gone. Because Burger "drove us crazy" (Murmelstein states that Eichmann had Burger 
reassigned due to incompetence) a window was opened and a cloud of gas wafted towards the 
Reservelazarett of the SS. "And I was liable for the incident with my head." Murmelstein states 
that no one knew what the children suffered from except that one day they were gone, 
together with the nurses and the doctor.  The next day, bloody coffins were delivered from the 
small fortress.  No one dared to ask questions. LE asks whether all the children were in the 
coffins.  Murmelstein clarifies that only the sick children were killed on the spot. How "we" 
were told that the sick children were sent to a hospital and the rest of the children were going 
abroad. Murmelstein recounts how Kafka's sister Ottilie Kafka volunteered for the childrens' 
transport. Aron Menczer ("ein feiner Bursche") as well [NOTE: Aron Menczer (1917-1943), youth 
leader and head of the Jewish community Vienna's youth aliya and Palestine emigration office, 
see: Doron Rabinovici, "Instanzen der Ohmacht: Wien 1938-1945"].  How the administration 
found out later through the economic department that the transport did not go abroad but 
instead to Auschwitz. Mrs. Murmelstein interjects that the alleged destination of the children's 
transport was supposed to have been Switzerland. Murmelstein insists that he could have 
saved the children, that he could have turned things around, how the children became victims 
of "two shortsighted human beings." How he cannot excuse Eppstein.  How Eppstein 
monopolized his access to Burger, all the while not making use of it. "He would return with 
Burger's orders like Moses from Mount Sinai with the ten commandments."  
Murmelstein returns to Prochnik but LE asks him again whether from that moment on he knew 
about the gas chambers. Murmelstein affirms this because the children shouted "Gas."  Mrs. 
Murmelstein asks her husband how come the children would know that. Murmelstein states he 
does not know, one was not allowed to speak to them. Murmelstein remembers why he started 
to talk about the disinfection of the barracks: after the disinfection, the barracks stood empty 
for three days (Murmelstein: typical Burger, "hurry up and then they stand empty") until a 
transport arrived with Danish Jews who "went crazy" when they smelled the gas. "The Danes 
also knew about gas."  
LE goes back to Prochnik, asks about Zucker.  Murmelstein calls Zucker "a tragic figure" ("eine 
tragische Gestalt"). [NOTE: Otto Zucker, member of the Jewish leadership of Czechoslovakia 
during the Nazi occupation. Zucker was interned at Theresienstadt and deported at the end of 
1944. Czechoslovakia, wartime. Source: USHMM] "Ich bin mehr eine komische Gestalt als eine 
tragische." How Zucker came from a German speaking area, was Zionist, and wanted to 
represent the Czechs but they were not interested.  How Zucker "spoke Czech like a born Turk." 
How Zucker was liquidated together with the entire Council of Elders.  
Discusses Heinrich Himmler and a Swiss by the name of [Neussy?] about the destruction of the 
gas chambers in Auschwitz.  How Himmler instructed Eichmann that the "operation in 
Auschwitz" must cease by October 1944. Murmelstein recounts how one morning he delivered 
a daily order to Rahm for his signature (transport dispatch certification and new work details to 
make up for workers who had been deported). How Murmelstein was hoping that this was the 
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end of the transports for a while. Recounts how Rahm would adopt a formal tone once more 
than two Jewish administrators appeared before him.  How, when it was Murmelstein and 
Rahm alone, Rahm was relaxed, that he, Murmelstein, could joke with Rahm. How Rahm even 
once brought him a chair in 1938 when Murmelstein was ordered to appear before Eichmann. 
Murmelstein continues: two hours after he appeared before Rahm he was called back and was 
informed that additional transports would need to be dispatched. How Murmelstein reported 
to Rahm that it is impossible to "give another 1000 men" because otherwise the ghetto would 
cease to function; how Rahm exploded ("I have never seen him like that"). How he, 
Murmelstein, stood his ground and that this fact is documented.  LE wants to know where this 
is documented.  Murmelstein: the daily reports, you can read it in any history about 
Theresienstadt. How Eppstein would put together the first 5,000 persons for the transports but 
that the commandant's office made the definitive selections [NOTE: Murmelstein apparently is 
referring to his alleged refusal to make the selections for the transports as stated in an earlier 
interview segment, see segment file:///J:/Archives/RG-50.862_for%20Anatol/RG-
50.862.0005.03.11.mp3]. LE insists that this is not direct proof.  Murmelstein responds that he 
was in no position to openly declare to the others that he had refused, "that I said no." There 
are thousands of witnesses that the selection was made by the commandant.  "The 
commandant's office provided me with the deportation lists, not I the commandant's office."  
[...] "What else do you want?  A certificate from Rahm that I refused?" Murmelstein insists that 
he had to keep this quiet. LE wants to know how come still so many persons came to 
Murmelstein for his help [to be exempted from a transport].  Murmelstein explains how those 
persons who "one wanted to keep" would be moved from one transport to the next. Rahm 
would not give him a list of the exact number of persons but there was a reserve built in.  
Murmelstein would begin to move "certain persons" around. EE wants to know if these persons 
were "essential".  Murmelstein corrects her with the official terminology used to describe these 
persons, i.e.  "betriebsmässig unerlässlich" ("essential for operations"). How, for the next to last 
transport, he "played his cards" and organized a strike: the girls who typed the lists had been 
placed on the same transport with their mothers; however, the girls were protected as 
essential workers while their mothers were not. How the girls were needed and how Rahm told 
him that the girls would be excused from the transport but that he, Murmelstein, had to find 
replacements.  How Murmelstein replied to Rahm how it was impossible for him to do so, how 
this would mean the end of functional operations ("no more technicians, no more doctors"). 
How he told Rahm "you can only hang me once but what would you accomplish with that?"  
How Rahm lost his temper and threw him out of the office informing him that he will talk to 
Eichmann but in the end the girls were excused without the need for replacements. How Rahm 
offered Murmelstein 40 persons for his administration of the ghetto.  Murmelstein informed 
Rahm that this figure was too low. Back and forth until Murmelstein suggested to Rahm that 
the selection of who was to work would be done in public and in front of the commandant so 
that Murmelstein would not be accused of backroom deals such as taking bribes or accepting 
sexual favors.  This way, 400 persons were selected to work for the administration and thereby 
received protection from deportation.  
LE asks about Stricker [NOTE: Robert Stricker (1879-1944), member of the Council of Elders in 
Theresienstadt, see: Doron Rabinovici, "Instanzen der Ohmacht: Wien 1938-1945"]. 
Murmelstein talks about Stricker, calls him a "radical Zionist." How Murmelstein was able to 
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take Stricker and Desider Friedmann out of multiple deportation transports originating from 
Vienna. Recounts an incident in Vienna where an unnamed "Hauptscharfuehrer" who resented 
that Murmelstein carried more influence with Brunner [NOTE:  SS-Hauptsturmfuehrer Alois 
Brunner] than he, had Stricker and Friedmann picked up at night for a deportation transport 
departing in the morning, as Murmelstein would have no way to get in touch in time with 
decision maker Brunner. "But they did not count with the fact that they are dealing with a 
wonder rabbi" because the truck that picked them up broke down. Finally, in September 1942 
they were deported because "nothing else could be done" at that point. How he, Murmelstein, 
did not use his influence even for the benefit of his own relatives.  How this conflict of interest 
bothered him, "did I do the right thing or not." That he drew the line with his own wife, as the 
mother of their little boy. How his wife's closest friend was a Frau Altmann and she, too, was 
deported in September 1942 with her two children.   
Murmelstein recalls how his relations with Friedmann were tense after Murmelstein arrived in 
Theresienstadt, that this was because of a "stupid reason": Friedmann was one of several 
designated representatives of the head of the Council of Elders when Murmelstein filled the 
slot. According to Murmelstein, this was Eichmann's decision but Friedmann "could never 
forgive me for this. As if I could have told Eichmann [what to do]".  Murmelstein: "One could 
not manage Theresienstadt by the same system as the Kultusgemeinde.  One had to use a 
completely different system."  
Murmelstein begins to talk about Stricker who wanted to help the elderly. 
[Tape ends abruptly at 1:34:14] 
Quality:  Excellent 
 
file:///J:/Archives/RG-50.862_for%20Anatol/RG-50.862.0004.02.06.mp3 
Interview with Benjamin Murmelstein. Mrs. Murmelstein and their son Wolf Murmelstein 
contribute to the discussion. Interview segment starts with LE: "[...] uebern Stricker sprechen 
wir." Recording begins with Murmelstein speaking about Robert Stricker and Desider 
Friedmann in Theresienstadt. Jewish Council of Elders. Murmelstein's role in Theresienstadt. 
September 1944, "Friedmann went away with the entire Council of Elders." How Stricker was 
excused from deportation from Theresienstadt due to his wife who was much younger than he. 
Special provision for married couples where one partner was considerably younger than the 
other. Murmelstein insists he had nothing to do with Stricker being excused and the others 
being deported. Talks about his relationship with Stricker and Friedmann and how his personal 
relationship with either one did not influence his decisions but that due to circumstances 
beyond his control people thought he acted on bias. Gives as an example an older religion 
teacher from the Chajes school in Vienna who arrived in Theresienstadt. How Murmelstein 
"had a soft spot" for him.  How he enjoyed his company. When the book cataloging work group 
was put together, Murmelstein included this man because the assignment came with an extra 
food provision.  How the man was restless and did not do good work. In October he was placed 
on the list for a deportation transport. The man came to Murmelstein, pleading desperately to 
be taken out of the transport.  How no one would believe Murmelstein that he did not have the 
authority to take anyone out of a transport. How previous Elders in Theresienstadt had been 
authorized to take people out of a transport but only if they were willing to put people into a 
deportation transport as well. "Wer hereinlegt, der kann auch rausnehmen. Ist doch logisch." 
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("Who puts in, may also take out. That is logical.") How Murmelstein refused to do so on 
principle.  How nobody understood this because Murmelstein could not explain this to the 
general public, out of respect of the dead but also out of fear of the SS, how he was forced to 
stay silent. Instead of taking people out, Murmelstein had them deferred.  He did so also with 
this man.  Murmelstein says that it was not an option to go to Rahm either, that Rahm was only 
waiting for the opportunity to designate him and make him responsible for the entire 
deportation process. How Murmelstein was able to defer the man until the second to last 
deportation transport; at that point Murmelstein approached Rahm for special permission to 
excuse the man from the transport with the reasoning that the man was essential for the book 
work group of which most workers had already been deported. Rahm "gave him to me." 
Murmelstein explains to LE the reaction of the man when he called for him and informed him 
that he was excused for good from the deportations. (Murmelstein compares the opportunity 
for someone in the ghetto to personally meet with him to a papal audience, with the many 
hundreds clamoring to see him). Murmelstein calls the man's reaction "a very interesting 
psychological example." Instead of being overjoyed with having been saved, the man gave him 
a sarcastic smile and said "I knew it all along, it was you who wanted to send me away, and 
Rahm saved me." Mrs. Murmelstein laughs. Murmelstein recounts how the same man 
reappeared before him a few days later to apologize, that he had been overwhelmed with 
worry at the time. Murmelstein says that he is mentioning this incident as an example why one 
cannot judge people's behavior under such circumstances. 
Murmelstein goes back to the subject of Stricker. That Stricker was an anti-Hitlerite since 
1932/1933 and wrote against Hitler in the Neue Welt. How he had very poor survival chances 
during the Third Reich. How it took everything Löwenherz and Murmelstein could muster to at 
least get someone like Stricker postponed from deportation.  How Eichmann's eyes would 
"glow red" when he spoke of Stricker. How it would have taken a miracle for Eichmann or his 
cohorts to let someone like Stricker go. Murmelstein insists he never designated anyone for 
deportation.  Furthermore, he never had any conflict with Stricker who worked as 
"stellvertretender Leiter der technischen Abteilung." Nevertheless the rumor was that 
Murmelstein harbored ill will against Stricker. And finally, what interest would he, Murmelstein, 
have to deport Stricker or Friedmann. LE says that he read somewhere that Stricker had dared 
to criticize Murmelstein. Mrs. Murmelstein chuckles. Murmelstein replies that Stricker criticized 
many people (that this was in his nature) but that Murmelstein was not aware of Stricker's 
criticism against him.   
LE asks about Stricker being a Zionist and illegal meetings of Zionists in Theresienstadt. 
Murmelstein states that he knew nothing about this, "they [i.e. the Zionists in Theresienstadt] 
were old gentlemen", he was young and had no time "for such foolishness." Murmelstein 
continues to talk about the allegations against him in terms of Friedmann and Stricker. LE asks 
whether Friedmann and Stricker were kept as "hostages" by the Gestapo in Vienna.  
Murmelstein rejects the term "hostage" but states that they were forbidden from emigrating. 
LE asks why Löwenherz replaced Friedmann. LE states that the theory is that Friedmann and 
Stricker were kept as hostages to exercise pressure on Löwenherz and Murmelstein.  
Murmelstein dismisses the notion as he had not yet been on the scene at that point. 
Murmelstein lowers his voice and states that in the four days that "they have been sitting 
together" LE for the first time alluded to something which he, Murmelstein, vehemently objects 
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to ("kritisch ablehne"). To construct a reason why someone like Stricker, who has been rallying 
against the Nazis in the newspaper since 1933, was arrested, is foolishness; Mrs. Murmelstein 
interjects that it was a miracle that Stricker was not murdered soon after the annexation of 
Austria to Nazi Germany. Murmelstein goes on that in the case of Friedmann, he became a 
victim and was murdered due to his illusions of grandeur. Murmelstein explains that Friedmann 
was not arrested because of his role as President of the Jewish community but because he was 
a state council ("Staatsrat") under the Dollfuss regime. Same thing happened to a "Dr. Ehrlich" 
who was a city council member. Murmelstein explains the arbitrary circumstances of how the 
Jewish leadership was appointed by the Nazis in Vienna and Prague, talks about how 
Weidmann was appointed head of the Jewish Community Prague and of the Jews in the 
Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia [NOTE: Frantisek Weidmann (1910-1944)].  Weidmann 
was a young but sickly man who happened to be the only Jewish community official at his post 
the day the Nazis occupied Prague.  The president happened to be abroad at the time and the 
other community officials were too scared to be at their posts. When "the Nazi" arrived he 
asked Weidmann's name ("Dr. Karl Weidmann") and on the spot designated him president of 
the Jewish community.  Murmelstein claps his hand "Aus. Damit ist die Sache erledigt." 
Murmelstein further explains: "the Nazi" had the order to speak with the president of the 
Jewish community; as the president was not there, he simply appointed a new president in 
order to be able to comply with the order. "Befehl ist Befehl." Same thing in Vienna: Eichmann 
was not concerned with tradition or rank, he simply saw in Löwenherz an efficient and 
politically unengaged individual whereas Friedmann had been active under the Dollfuss regime 
and in the Vaterlaendische Front movement. Both Stricker and Friedmann were politically 
burdened. "Eichmann was not dumb, no matter what Hannah Arendt writes," he understood 
that Löwenherz was "a cannon" when it came to accomplishing his work. Stricker, on the other 
hand, was a "propagandist," and Friedmann a politician. It was he, Murmelstein, who got 
Friedmann deferred from one transport to the next, that it was Löwenherz who tasked him 
with this as Murmelstein could communicate with Brunner. How he understood Brunner who 
he refers to as a "little man" ("ein Mandl") and Mrs. Murmelstein interjects "but quite 
handsome." Mrs. Murmelstein jumps into the discussion, states that both Stricker and 
Friedmann each had two children who had emigrated abroad and when they learned that their 
fathers had perished they had to make sense of it and blamed Murmelstein.  
Murmelstein abruptly asks LE and EE if they know the story about the orphans, just to give 
them an example "that Jews are stupid." Murmelstein recounts how Zucker in January 1944, 
after Edelstein was gone, took over the main administration and officially redesignated the 
youth welfare office; how he later wanted to representative "all Czechs" and no longer wanted 
to be associated with the youth welfare office which was too Zionist.  This is how Murmelstein 
became directly responsible for the youth welfare office which he had been indirectly 
responsible for as it was always part of the health office under his command. In May 1944 a 
transport of orphans arrived. Epstein received the order from Moes that the orphans have to 
be removed. Talks about function of foster parents in Theresienstadt. In order to protect the 
orphans, Murmelstein recommended to the head of the youth welfare office that an orphan 
who is "adopted" henceforth should not be considered an orphan anymore. Murmelstein offers 
historical proof in the deportation lists: the December deportation transports had less orphans 
than the May deportation transports.  Murmelstein then asserts that the youth welfare office 
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"made business" out of the scheme ("hat Geschaefte damit gemacht"): orphans were used to 
replace others on a transport; that it did not matter if a father, mother, and their child were 
replaced with three orphans of 4, 5, and 6 years of age, as long as the total number of persons 
in the transport remained the same. That this was done by the Jewish orderlies at the platform 
in exchange for cigarettes. Murmelstein asks LE and EE who are silent: "Do you understand 
what I am talking about?" He then continues that for this reason, as terrible as it might sound, 
the saving of the orphans was quite a convenient development for a number of individuals.  
Murmelstein recounts another incident, this one involving a transport of children from Vienna. 
The children were "Mischlinge." Murmelstein states that in Vienna, in order to protect the 
children of mixed race, he had worked diligently to officially establish that one parent was 
Aryan. Those children were brought to a children's home administered by the Jewish 
community. Every two or three months an official inquiry would arrive with a demand for proof 
that the children were of partially Aryan heritage. For this purpose Murmelstein kept the 
official documentation on the children on hand in the files.  One day, after he had been 
deported to Theresienstadt, a transport arrives with the children of mixed race from Vienna. 
Murmelstein concludes that someone in Vienna was too lazy to go to the file and retrieve the 
official documentation; instead, the children were rounded up and deported to Theresienstadt. 
EE asks whether these children were orphans.  Murmelstein: small children, 2, 3, 4 years old, 
maybe orphans but in any case children who had no one, these were children who were left 
alone. These orphans became a "feast," the youth welfare office (Jugendfuersorge) was "licking 
its chops" because with these children up to 20 "Protektionskinder" (the children of privileged 
Jewish internees) could be protected. Murmelstein states that there was a veritable "auction" 
going on over the children. Again, Murmelstein asks whether LE and EE understand what he is 
talking about.  They do not.  Murmelstein explains that you could make "big business" 
("Bombengeschaeft") with these children as placeholders on deportation transports. "Every 
child was a number" that could be substituted for a person scheduled on a deportation 
transport. Murmelstein explains that when he was deported from Vienna to Theresienstadt he 
did not have time to get everything transitioned in an orderly manner, that he was arrested 
without warning and then deported straight to Theresienstadt.  
Murmelstein goes on that he placed the 20 "Goyische" children under his protection by openly 
declaring them "Mischlinge." How there was pushback from within the Jewish administration 
citing the lack of documentation but that he declared "Wer ein Mischling ist entscheide ich," 
along the lines of the statement made by Lueger about Jews. Murmelstein decided to talk to 
Rahm.  
[Tape ends abruptly at 47:11.] 
[Tape resumes at 47:26] 
Murmelstein talks about the corruption within the youth welfare office (Jugendfuersorge). How 
they resented Murmelstein for attempting to protect the children of mixed race by having them 
officially recognized as Mischlinge having one Aryan parent. Murmelstein refers LE and EE to 
Adler's book, to see for themselves how the percentage of children in the transports was less 
after he arrived on the scene. Murmelstein tells LE and EE how his paraphrased statement of "I 
decide who is a Mischling" was later used by fellow survivors against him. How, after the end of 
the war, when he was arrested and he arrived in Prague, he was told that all the accusations 
against him could be dismissed as hearsay but the "one thing that is true is the fact about the 
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orphaned children." Mentions how Bunzl (whose contact info he had given to LE and EE the day 
before - see separate interview with Bunzl) procured the first and foremost defense attorney 
for Murmelstein in Prague. 
[TO BE CONTINUED AT 51:19] 
Quality: Good 
 
file:///J:/Archives/RG-50.862_for%20Anatol/RG-50.862.0004.03.06.mp3 
Interview with Benjamin Murmelstein continued. Mrs. Murmelstein and their son Wolf 
Murmelstein contribute to the conversation. Interview segment starts with Murmelstein 
continuing to talk about being Elder of the Jewish Council. Murmelstein appeals to Mr. and Mrs. 
Ehrlich's honor ["Ritterlichkeit"] to consult with his son when it comes to Murmelstein's role in 
Theresienstadt. They exchange addresses/contact information. LE tries to steer the 
conversation back to talking about Baeck [presumably Leo Baeck or maybe Beck?] but 
Murmelstein insists "Ich will nicht über Baeck sprechen aber Sie überlisten mich jedes Mal." 
Instead LE asks him about Janowitz [NOTE by Anatol Steck: presumably Dr. Leo Janowitz, 
secretary general of the Jewish Council]. Murmelstein refers to Janowitz as a good person who 
had it coming, who became the victim of a conspiracy. How Josef Beck, a prominent member of 
the Czech contingent, was supposed to have been deported and how the Nazis wanted to 
proceed in a "peripatetic manner" by also deporting someone who belonged to the Zionist 
contingent. Murmelstein discusses internal types of political protection lists. How Janowitz, 
after his deportation to Auschwitz, spent months in a special department which wrote 
postcards back to Theresienstadt to "popularize" the destination 'Birkenau.'  Murmelstein 
describes Leo Janowitz as a good person ("braver Mensch") but 'nothing else,' that he was first 
affiliated with a German fraternity and only switched over to the Zionists after Jews were no 
longer allowed in the German fraternity; how Janowitz became head of the economic 
department and lead it well, how his wife was very pleasant and intelligent. LE asks about 
someone who supposedly had worked for the printing office, Murmelstein responds that there 
was no printing office, LE asks where the daily announcements were printed, Murmelstein 
responds that these were produced at the administration in the corridor where there stood the 
"Vervielfältigungsapparat." [00:08:36] LE abruptly changes the topic of conversation to 
Tuchmann [NOTE by Anatol Steck: Dr. Emil Tuchmann, see: Doron Rabinovici, "Instanzen der 
Ohmacht: Wien 1938-1945", pp. 275-277] and Josef Löwenherz in Vienna. There is a pause, 
Murmelstein can be heard mumbling something.  EE laughs out loud, says to her husband 
"Don't let him mislead you.  Look at the Dr. [Murmelstein]." LE replies: "I can play the game just 
as well." Murmelstein responds merrily: "Against someone who cannot defend himself, it would 
not be fair.  But I know that you might even have an advantage over me.  That is why I am doing 
it." Murmelstein proceeds to talk about Tuchmann. "Look, what can I tell you about Tuchmann?  
I can only tell you the very best about him because if I were to tell you the truth, only bad 
things will come out ..." Murmelstein then demands to know why EE and LE keep asking him 
about Tuchmann. LE demurs "One hears things."  He goes on to tell Murmelstein that someone 
must know the truth and out of everyone he, Murmelstein, is in the best position to know the 
truth. Murmelstein responds that "when I die, 90% of the people will say 'Thank God and good 
riddance.' Only a small percentage will say 'what a shame, the man knew certain things and 
took them into his grave.' So why don't you leave me with the satisfaction that there will be a 
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few who will say 'Schade;' otherwise no one will say 'Schade' about me." Mrs. Murmelstein can 
be heard giggling in the background. LE insists by arguing that Murmelstein is only thinking 
about those who were alive in 1945 but what about the future generations?  In the year 2045 it 
will probably be the other way around: 90% of the descendants will want to know the truth. 
Murmelstein responds that he has nothing good to say about Tuchmann and before he says 
something negative, he'd rather keep quiet. Mrs. Murmelstein asks whether LE and EE know 
why Tuchmann remained behind in Vienna for so long.  Murmelstein picks up the question "Do 
you know why Tuchmann stayed in Vienna?" Murmelstein repeats three times "I did not like 
doing it, I did not like doing it, I did not like doing it. Because if there was someone who 
deserved to be in Theresienstadt, then that was Tuchmann."  [11:50]  Murmelstein talks about 
Tuchmann's position as the 'Vertrauensarzt der Geheimen Staatspolizei.' The unidentified man 
in the background interjects: "And what became of him after the war: he became 'Chefarzt der 
Krankenkasse in Wien. And that tells you a lot." Murmelstein recounts how in September 1942 
he convinced Brunner and Eichmann that 500 Jews could remain in Vienna but that he has 
never gotten credit for this. How he insisted over Eichmann's objections on having Löwenherz 
be present at the negotiations. Compares Löwenherz's relationship to Brunner and Eichmann 
with his relationship to both men. How the "three of us" [Murmelstein, Löwenherz, and 
Brunner] compiled the list [of the 500 Jews who could remain in Vienna].  How Mrs. Mezei was 
among them and how Brunner mentioned in front of Löwenherz to Murmelstein that there are 
rumors that Mrs. Mezei is his lover. Murmelstein continues to recount what happened next: 
after his deportation to Theresienstadt, Jews who he had put on the protected list, kept arriving 
in Theresienstadt, among them a nurse from the Jewish hospital.  When Murmelstein asked her 
how come she was here, she replied that this was Dr. Tuchmann's doing, that she had been 
placed by him on the next deportation transport because he got annoyed that she was cleaning 
the floors (which a nurse was not supposed to do) and she had asked Tuchmann not to track 
wet dirt from one room to the next. Murmelstein then recounts another incident which 
happened just before "he departed" [NOTE by Anatol Steck: i.e. his own deportation to 
Theresienstadt], how Brunner called him to tell him that Tuchmann will be deported; how 
Murmelstein intervened and appealed on behalf of Tuchmann, but how Tuchmann's name was 
on the list of the next deportation.  How Löwenherz came to Murmelstein and cried to him 
about saving Tuchmann. As a result Murmelstein went to the Zentralstelle and left a personal 
written please for Brunner to exempt Tuchmann from the deportation transport. By the time 
Murmelstein returned from the Prinz-Eugen-Strasse where the Central Office of Jewish 
Emigration was situated to his office in the Seitenstettengasse (he had to walk) Brunner had 
already phoned him and left a message that "the matter was taken care of." Murmelstein 
recounts how Löwenherz and Tuchmann came to him to personally thank him, how Tuchmann 
wanted to kiss his hands, how Murmelstein saved Tuchmann as a favor to Löwenherz. 
Murmelstein continues by asserting that after he had left Vienna (i.e. after his deportation to 
Theresienstadt), Tuchmann exercised a regime of terror in the hospital. There is a pause. Mrs. 
Murmelstein joins the discussion by asserting that Tuchmann told her brother after the war 
that his brother-in-law (i.e. her husband Benjamin Murmelstein) should be tried before a Jewish 
court. Murmelstein adds sarcastically: "Yes, for having kept him behind [in Vienna]." 
Murmelstein says that he used a code word in his request to Brunner so that Brunner would 
recognize that he was serious.  Mrs. Murmelstein interjects what does it matter if Tuchmann 
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remained in Vienna or ended up in Theresienstadt, he was who he was. Murmelstein responds 
that in Theresienstadt he could have bent him into shape ("hätte ich ihn gradebiegen 
koennen"). How Tuchmann was a good doctor but full of ambition, someone who would use 
any means at his disposal. LE asks how it was possible that someone, i.e. Tuchmann, who did 
not belong to the Council of Elders could place someone, i.e. the nurse, on a deportation list. 
Murmelstein responds that this is a legitimate question but he unfortunately does not know the 
answer because at that point in time he was no longer there. Repeats this several times. Asserts 
that after his deportation to Theresienstadt many persons became subject to deportation, that 
it was he who had been protecting them all along. Gives some practical examples. LE insists that 
this case is different, i.e. the case of the nurse allegedly deported on order of Tuchmann. 
Murmelstein replies that he does not know for sure that it was Tuchmann, this is only what the 
nurse told him. EE asks who else besides the 500 Jews remained behind in Vienna.  
Murmelstein replies in addition there were the so-called "Unterseeboote" (Jews in hiding) and 
"Nichtglaubensjuden" who lived as "Arier" or "Halbarier" until the Sippenamt found them out 
one way or another. Murmelstein states that there were many internal intrigues within the 
Jewish administration, "they murdered each other." States that Löwenherz was weak in that 
aspect, that in 1945, towards the end of the war, he was very ill and over 60 years old. How 
Murmelstein noticed Löwenherz's physical ailments when they shared a room together on their 
travels on behalf of the community. Murmelstein states that Löwenherz was clinging to him 
because he, Murmelstein, at the time was young and incorruptible; how he could have 
emigrated but felt obliged to stay out of friendship to Mr. and Mrs. Löwenherz and a sense of 
duty; how everybody emigrated but him including those "who did not even know how to take 
the street car to the train station;" that a certain Schnitzky [?], a family friend who worked as 
cantor in London and married into a rich Dutch household, could have helped Murmelstein to 
emigrate; how he, Murmelstein, had the London emigration permits locked into his drawer 
(gets agitated and swears), that the future president of Israel left using Murmelstein's 
certificate; clarifies that it was the future head of Israel's liberal party; warns LE and EE not to 
tell Riemald [?] that Murmelstein sent them; how they were close friends until Riemald [?] 
emigrated due to an "impolite letter" Murmelstein sent him;  
[tape interrupts at 00:35:29] 
[tape continues at 00:35:31]  
Murmelstein talks about a certain Professor Weinberger and emigration to the United States 
via Lisabon; states that this incident also involves Tuchmann; "every slot was worth gold;" how 
Murmelstein negotiated the emigration slots impartially, gives as an example how he kept 
deferring the emigration of a close staffer of his, a Ms. Piess [?], who was considered part of the 
family, until it was too late and she was deported to Theresienstadt; if this woman had died, he, 
Murmelstein, would have her on his conscience today; continues to recount how one day 
Tuchmann goes to see Löwenherz with a Prof. Weinberger who was rich and involved in the 
foreign currency exchanges of US Dollars versus Reichsmark; how Prof. Weinberger asks to 
emigrate with his wife and his mother-in-law;  how Löwenherz asked Murmelstein to give Prof. 
Weinberger three ship tickets to the US; how Murmelstein refused because all available ship 
tickets had already been distributed; how Löwenherz asked Tuchmann to wait outside and 
continued to negotiate with Murmelstein; how Murmelstein told Löwenherz that he refuses, 
especially when it comes to letting a 90-year old woman emigrate, but if Löwenherz insists he 
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will give him the list and he, Löwenherz, can determine who gets taken off the list;  and that is 
what happened; he threw the list on Löwenherz's desk and left the room; "every day we went 
home together; that day we did not;" how they were mad at each other, how Löwenherz 
played himself up as his boss in front of a third party. Murmelstein intervened by calling 
Prochnik and somehow they managed, by rerouting ship passages to Japan, that the persons 
who had been taken off the list were able to make use of their exit visas before they expired; 
how the persons were "not delighted" to be rerouted from the US to Japan;  how everyone 
believed that Murmelstein had let himself be bribed into giving up the three spots.  
Murmelstein continues the story; on the Saturday on which the emigration transport was 
scheduled to depart Murmelstein was working in his office preparing the necessary paperwork 
when Prof. Weinberger enters his office and informs him that he is not emigrating because he 
has another property which he first wants to sell so that he can purchase more dollars from the 
community; how Murmelstein had to restrain himself from physically doing harm to the man 
but instead told Prof. Weinberger that he had no choice in the matter, that he, Prof. 
Weinberger, had used all intrigues and connections at his disposal to get to this point, that the 
three tickets were non-transferrable, that it is already Saturday afternoon, the Zentralstelle and 
the US Consulate are both closed, and besides he, Murmelstein, is busy. Murmelstein recounts 
how Prof. Weinberger replied that he would go to see Löwenherz; how Murmelstein rose up 
and told him to go to that train station and if not, he will have him dragged there by the SS; 
how Prof. Weinberger left and apparently did go see Löwenherz who called Murmelstein but 
how Murmelstein refused to accept the call; in the end Prof. Weinberger and his family left on 
the emigration transport; how Prof. Weinberger had the nerve upon his arrival in Portugal to 
formally complain to the Joint about Murmelstein and how he talked to him, how Murmelstein 
had threated him with the SS; Murmelstein states that Margarete Feiler can confirm this [see 
interview segments with Dr. Margarete Feiler: file:///J:/Archives/RG-50.862_for%20Anatol/RG-
50.862.0001.03.04.mp3; file:///J:/Archives/RG-50.862_for%20Anatol/RG-
50.862.0001.03.04.mp3; and file:///J:/Archives/RG-50.862_for%20Anatol/RG-
50.862.0001.04.04.mp3]. This caused irreparable harm to his relationship with the Joint. 
Murmelstein gets agitated while his wife talks in the background. Says that this is how the 
"myth" started about Murmelstein treating the Jews poorly.  
[00:47:17 tape interrupts abruptly] 
[00:47:26 tape resumes] 
Murmelstein talks about Tuchmann, calls him a "born informant." Talk continues on whether 
Tuchmann is still living. Talk continues about a certain Mrs. Feldsberg [NOTE by Anatol Steck: 
possibly Zerline Feldsberg, the wife of Ernst Feldsberg, see: Doron Rabinovici, "Instanzen der 
Ohmacht: Wien 1938-1945", pp. 398 - 401], a "good woman" according to Murmelstein who 
was poisened due to work she had to do for a Mr. Süss, how Murmelstein gave them a family 
apartment in Theresienstadt to prevent Mr. and Mrs. Feldsberg from being separated; how 
Mrs. Feldsberg was appreciative and brought him food every day after liberation when he was 
in prison; how both Mr. and Mrs. Feldsberg visited him and kept him informed. Talk continues 
about Mr. Süss, that he was a bad person, Mrs. Murmelstein calls him a "slimy fellow," and the 
man in the background calls him "one of the worst I have ever met." How Mr. Süss and his wife 
tried to organize a protest in July 1945 against Murmelstein when he was in prison which failed; 
how Mr. Süss blamed Murmelstein for his deportation. LE asks when Murmelstein wrote his 
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report about Theresienstadt. Murmelstein responds that he did so in May/June 1945, before he 
was arrested. LE asks why he wrote the report.  Murmelstein responds because the 
administration, a Mr. Vogel, asked him to do so. LE asks if Murmelstein still has a copy. 
Murmelstein says he "has something but it is completely torn up." LE asks whether he would 
like a fresh copy. Murmelstein says no, it is of no interest. LE replies that the report is 
exceedingly interesting, especially in terms of the fact that Murmelstein was one of the very 
few back then who understood the situation, that Murmelstein foresaw what the Nazis had in 
store for the Jews. Murmelstein rejects this by repeating "No, no, no, no, no."  LE insists by 
saying that Murmelstein wrote an excellent historical overview and analysis about the entire 
Nazi plan and that he cannot imagine that Murmelstein would only have known this in June 
1945 and not already in June 1944. Murmelstein disagrees. He only had an inclination but did 
not know the extent. People would talk about the existence of gas chambers, refers to the story 
about the children crying gas in Theresienstadt when they were taken to the showers, but no 
one knew the extent. Murmelstein states that it was psychological, that "we were in denial 
because we did not want to believe it." Murmelstein gives as an example a young male who 
was deported to Auschwitz and came back to Theresienstadt and who was treated with 
disrespect and ridicule. How no one wanted to spoil their joy over the beautification of 
Theresienstadt [NOTE: i.e. did not want to consider the motives behind it]. LE insists that 
people must have known considering the masses of people who were deported to the East and 
then one card arrives and they are never heard from again. Murmelstein: so what? Wolf 
Murmelstein in background states that one did not have time to think, the SS hustled us along. 
Recounts a story when he served early one morning at 7:14 am on the telephone switchboard 
in Theresienstadt and all of a sudden Commandant Rahm was on the phone, drunk, and came 
over and threw a fit. "This was the atmosphere.  This is how Jewish functionaries had to work in 
Vienna and in Theresienstadt." Murmelstein explains the anecdote further: Rahm was drunk 
and called at 7:15 am mistakenly thinking that it was 9:15 am asking for him and when he was 
told that Murmelstein was not yet in the office he came over and threw a fit. [01:01:40] Wolf 
Murmelstein: one could not think, one operated under the hatred of the Nazis, at the same 
time you were under pressure by the people needing help, this was terrible psychological 
pressure, says that it was only due to his father's [NOTE: i.e. Benjamin Murmelstein's] religious 
background that his father was able to withstand the pressure he was under. LE asks about the 
power of the Council of Elders, their power over life and death, and that he cannot believe that 
someone in the position of a member of the Council of Elders would not ask himself where are 
these trains going, what is happening to these people, etc. Murmelstein replies with the 
deceptive practices of keeping transports alive for months at a time for the purpose of writing 
postcards, to create a fog.  maintains that he cannot speak on behalf of the Council, he can only 
speak for himself: in Vienna, the deportation lists were compiled by the SS and the SS drove 
about and collected the deportees. The community administration was supposed to help with 
packing and with accompanying the deportees to their collection points. "We" limited ourselves 
to soften the suffering, to take individuals out of transports.  "If I use 'we' it is because I am a 
polite person. In reality it was me who did so." "Also, don't forget that in Vienna I always played 
second and third fiddle, it was Löwenherz who received the orders. All transport-related file 
entries are signed by Löwenherz; not one such entry exists with my signature." Murmelstein 
then discusses the situation in Theresienstadt where he says that he refused [to compile 

http://collections.ushmm.org  
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection 



deportation lists] under physical danger. How his life always hung in the balance, how all he 
could do was defer persons from one transport to the next. EE and LE correct Murmelstein that 
they did not ask him about the deportation transports but about something completely 
different.    
[01:08:57 SUMMARY TO BE CONTINUED] 
Quality: Very good 
 
file:///J:/Archives/RG-50.862_for%20Anatol/RG-50.862.0004.04.06.mp3 
Interview with Benjamin Murmelstein (Mrs. Murmelstein, whom he refers to as "Mama," 
contributes to the discussion). Interview segment starts abruptly with Mrs. Murmelstein talking 
about Löwenherz and that there were expectations that he write an authentic history. They 
discuss H. G. Adler's book about Theresienstadt. Murmelstein complains that Adler did not put 
certain events into the right context. Complains that Adler singled him out but not Karl 
Löwenstein whom he calls a lackey ("Büttel") for the SS.  Interview continues. [SUMMARY TO BE 
CONTINUED] 
[Ends at 1:33:54] 
 
file:///J:/Archives/RG-50.862_for%20Anatol/RG-50.862.0004.05.06.mp3 
Interview with Benjamin Murmelstein continued. Interview segment starts abruptly with 
Murmelstein talking about postwar period (Mrs. Murmelstein sometimes interjects and 
supports what Murmelstein says); Murmelstein recounts how, after his trial, he was able to 
receive from Stockholm part of his documents but that he never received all of his documents 
back.  Topics return to the Holocaust period:  Nisko, Murmelstein's interactions with Eichmann, 
Murmelstein's visits to Eichmann in Berlin. Murmelstein recounts how, during one visit 
concerning emigration matters, Eichmann told him to come and see him after he was done, 
that he, i.e. Eichmann, wants to speak with him.  Murmelstein recounts how he replied to 
Eichmann like "the son to the father" that he was sorry but he already had his airline ticket back 
to Vienna that same day and would not be able to see him. Murmelstein explains that he did so 
because "Bei solchen Gespraechen ist nie was Gutes herausgekommen." ("Such conversations 
never resulted in anything good.").  Murmelstein says that there were only three options: to 
play dumb, to say one does not want to talk about it, or to preempt the situation by avoiding it. 
Murmelstein recounts how Eichmann ("he was not dumb") replied that in that case, he and 
Murmelstein will see each other that Saturday in Vienna and they did. Murmelstein switches to 
1942, after the assassination of Heydrich. An order for Löwenherz and Murmelstein to appear 
in Berlin. How they did not even have standing room in the train, how they stood for hours on 
one foot due to lack of space.  Eppstein had been ordered to appear as well.  Murmelstein 
discusses how he learned about the propaganda exhibit "Das Soviet Paradies" which had been 
destroyed by a hidden bomb. How he learned about an arrest wave of Berlin Jews. How they all 
met the next day near the Zentralstelle / Zentralamt. How Eichmann was not there and how 
they were led into a cellar and lined up back against a wall, 3 meters apart, with SS men with 
machine guns.  How they expected to be killed. Edelstein and Weidmann for Prague; Eppstein, 
Beck, Henschel for Berlin (out of five total from Berlin, Murmelstein does not recall the names 
of the other two); Löwenherz and Murmelstein for Vienna. Murmelstein says "it was a farce." 
At around 2, the guards were called off and they were ordered one floor up to Eichmann.  How 
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Eichmann appeared agitated. How he talked about the Heydrich assassination and the bombing 
attack.  How it had been originally decided to kill the Jewish leadership as a reprisal but it was 
due to him, Eichmann, that the mass killing was called off. That they should show gratitude to 
him. After that they were dismissed. "The fact is: there was never a plan to shoot us all.  The 
whole thing was a comedy orchestrated by Eichmann." Murmelstein talks about the German 
non-Jewish population, that according to him by 1942 there were sympathies among the 
general German population in Berlin for the plight of the Jews. LE challenges this but 
Murmelstein insists. How the Gestapo orchestrated bombings and used "agents provocateur" 
to emphasize the Jewish danger and to justify to the German public the deportations. By Fall 
1942 the big transports were over.  Discussion continues about Murmelstein's interactions with 
Eichmann in Theresienstadt. Interview continues. [SUMMARY TO BE CONTINUED] 
[Ends at 1:34:22 with Red Cross visit in Theresienstadt] 
Quality: Very good 
 
file:///J:/Archives/RG-50.862_for%20Anatol/RG-50.862.0004.06.06.mp3 
Interview with Benjamin Murmelstein continued (Mrs. Murmelstein contributes to the 
discussion). Interview segment starts abruptly with Murmelstein talking. EE asks him who came 
up with the class system in Theresienstadt, the privileged Jews.  [SUMMARY TO BE CONTINUED] 
[Ends at 1:10:04 with LE thanking Murmelstein and switching off the tape recorder] 
Quality: Excellent 
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