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Introductory note by Anatol Steck, Project Director in the International Archival 
Programs Division of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum: 
 
These summary transcription notes of the digitized interviews recorded by Leonard and 
Edith Ehrlich in the 1970s as part of their research for their manuscript about the Jewish 
community leadership in Vienna and Theresienstadt during the Holocaust titled 
"Choices under Duress" are a work in progress.  The project started in April 2016 and is 
ongoing. The summary notes are being typed while listening to the recordings in real 
time; this requires simultaneous translation as many of the interviews are in German, 
often using Viennese vernacular and/or Yiddish terms (especially in case of the lengthy 
interview with Benjamin Murmelstein which the Ehrlichs recorded with Mr. and Mrs. 
Murmelstein over several days in their apartment in Rome and which constitutes a 
major part of this collection). The summary notes are intended as a tool and a finding 
aid for the researcher; researchers are strongly encouraged to consult the digitized 
recordings for accuracy and authenticity and not to rely solely on the summary notes.  
As much as possible, persons mentioned by name in the interviews are identified and 
described in the text; however, as persons are often referred to in the interviews only 
by last name, their identification is sometimes based on the context in which their 
names appear within the interview (especially in cases where different persons share 
the same last name). In case of the interview with Benjamin Murmelstein, unless 
specifically stated at the beginning of the tape by Leonard Ehrlich, it is not always clear 
whether a particular interview segment continues in the correct order or, as the 
interview was recorded over several days, a particular interview segment continues 
where the interview was concluded on the previous day. It is possible that the individual 
interview segments are not in their correct order. – Washington, D.C., July 2016 
 
RG-50.862*0014 
Oral history interview with Mr. Luster and Mr. Rittberg 
 
RG-50.862.0014.01.04.mp3 
Interview recorded in German on April 14, 1977 in Jerusalem with a Mr. Ze’ev Shek.  
Born 1920 in Olmütz (Olomouc); after the German invasion interviewee worked in 
Prague as teacher in the youth Alya school and was active in the Hechalutz; deported in 
1943 to Theresienstadt; from there deported in October 1944 to Auschwitz and, after a 
few days, transferred to Dachau-Kaufering where he was liberated by US troops. 
Returned to Prague where he worked as a journalist and continued being active for the 
Hechalutz movement.  Interviewee states that due to his activities in the underground in 
Theresienstadt, he received a landing permission from the British and legally emigrated 
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to Palestine in February 1946.  Discusses the activities of the underground/Jewish 
resistance in Theresienstadt, including his relationship and interaction with members of 
the Council of Elders, in particular with Benjamin Murmelstein. Interview was recorded 
after Leonard Ehrlich's and Edith Ehrlich's visit with Murmelstein as they base their 
questions on their interview with Murmelstein. 
Sound quality: Very good 
 
RG-50.862.0014.02.04.mp3 
[00:00:04 - 00:37:55] Continuation of interview recorded in German on April 14, 1977 in 
Jerusalem with a Mr. Ze’ev Shek. Discusses the activities of the underground/Jewish 
resistance in Theresienstadt, including his relationship and interaction with members of 
the Council of Elders, in particular with Benjamin Murmelstein. Interview was recorded 
after Leonard Ehrlich's and Edith Ehrlich's visit with Murmelstein as they base their 
questions on their interview with Murmelstein. Leonard Ehrlich and Edith Ehrlich discuss 
Murmelstein with interviewee in conversational manner. Interviewee asks Leonard 
Ehrlich and Edith Ehrlich questions about Murmelstein.  Also discuss Eichmann trial and 
the reason why Murmelstein was not called to testify.  Interviewee states that he, too, 
was not called to testify after having been interviewed at length in preparation for the 
Eichmann trial [00:07:10].  States that Gideon Hausner personally contacted him at his 
post at the embassy in Paris and told him that "It would have been a pleasure to offer 
you a free trip to Israel but after listening to your testimony we would have to hide you 
from Mr. Servatius." 
 
[00:37:56 - 01:34:09] Interview recorded in German on April 26, 1977 in Haifa with 
Grete Bern, a Czech survivor of Theresienstadt and Auschwitz, and a second survivor 
Nava Shan (born Vlasta Schönova) . Grete Bern lived until 1939 in Prague, emigrated to 
France in 1939 but returned to Prague where she was arrested, deported in December 
1941 to Theresienstadt. Worked for the head of the economic department 
(Wirtschaftsabteilung), Karl Schliesser. Deported to Auschwitz with one of the last 
transports on October 28, 1944. Discusses her daily work for the economic department 
and her interactions and friendship with Murmelstein.  Her nickname for Murmelstein is 
"Murmlik". Discusses Murmelstein's role in Theresienstadt.  
Tape terminates abruptly at 01:34:09. 
Sound quality: Very good 
 
RG-50.862.0014.03.04.mp3 
Recordings of classical music.  
 
RG-50.862.0014.04.04.mp3 
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 [00:00:04 - 00:46:37]Continuation of interview recorded in German with Grete Bern, a 
Czech survivor of Theresienstadt and Auschwitz, and Nava Shan on April 26, 1977 in 
Haifa (see first part of interview: RG-50.862.0014.02.04.mp3). 
 
[00:46:48 - 00:49:44] Tape starts abruptly, continuation of interview with Mr. Luster and 
Mr. Rittberg recorded on or about May 11, 1977 at Mr. Luster's home in Givat Haim, 
Israel. 
Sound quality: Good   
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