
RG-50.862: EHRLICH COLLECTION - SUMMARY TRANSCRIPTION OF AUDIO FILES  
 
Introduction by Anatol Steck, Project Director in the International Archival Programs Division of 
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum: 
These are English summary transcription notes of the digitized interviews recorded by Leonard 
and Edith Ehrlich in the 1970s as part of their research for their manuscript about the Jewish 
community leadership in Vienna and Theresienstadt during the Holocaust titled "Choices under 
Duress.”  These notes are intended as a finding aid for the researcher; researchers are strongly 
encouraged to consult the digitized recordings for accuracy and authenticity and not to rely 
solely on the notes.  As much as possible, persons mentioned by name in the interviews are 
identified and described in the text; however, as persons are often referred to in the interviews 
only by last name, their identification is sometimes based on the context in which their names 
appear within the interview (especially in cases where different persons share the same last 
name). In case of the interview with Benjamin Murmelstein, unless specifically stated at the 
beginning of the tape by Leonard Ehrlich, it is not always clear whether a particular interview 
segment continues in the correct order or, as the interview was recorded over several days, a 
particular interview segment continues where the interview was concluded on the previous 
day. It is possible that the individual interview segments are not in their correct order. Leonard 
Ehrlich and Edith Ehrlich are identified in the summary notes as LE and EE.   
 
RG-50.862.0019: Oral history interview with Mrs. Gertrude Jonas (previously Mrs. Gertrude 
Gleiss, born Gertrude Löwinger) 
Interview with Mrs. Gertrude Jonas recorded in June 23, 1977 in her residence in Vienna. Mrs. 
Gertrude Jonas (b. November 10, 1913 - d. October 1999), with maiden name Gertrude 
Löwinger, was born in Vienna and previously married to Dr. Hermann Gleiss (b. December 5, 
1906 - d. Auschwitz). The interview is conducted in German.  Mrs. Jonas smokes during the 
interview and for the first 22 minutes a dog keeps barking in the background. An unidentified 
man, who appears to be Mr. Jonas, and an unidentified woman, who appears to be a fellow 
survivor, contribute to the discussion. At one point during the interview [1:04:00], Mrs. Jonas 
refers to her late first husband by his last name as “Mr. Gleiss.” 
 
Mrs. Jonas recounts her and her husband’s deportation on June 24, 1943 from Vienna and their 
arrival in Theresienstadt on deportation transport IV/14i (arrival on June 26, 1943) where she 
remained until liberation; her delayed return to Vienna after the war in July 1945 due to the 
typhus quarantine; the forced labor she had to perform in Theresienstadt; her work in Vienna 
before her deportation as cashier in an expropriated grocery store catering to Jewish clients 
after her husband lost his profession as a lawyer due to his Jewish heritage; mentions the Aryan 
owner of the store, a Mr. Goetz, and the Jewish store manager, a Mr. Fischer who was 
subsequently arrested by the Gestapo for ferrying monies abroad. Her work after the store’s 
closing as a seamstress in a former Jewish-owned business expropriated and owned by a Mr. 
Farkas. The good treatment she received by Mr. Farkas who gave her cigarettes and meat and, 
in contrast, the bad treatment she and her fellow Jewish workers received from his wife. Her 
testimony after the war in support of Mr. Farkas during his aryanization trial in the State Court 
of Vienna. 
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[13:46] Recording stops 
[13:47] Recording continues 
Mrs. Jonas talks about Theresienstadt and her living arrangements in the attic of a house (not a 
barrack) at “KU 317” which she describes in positive terms; that she and her husband were able 
to stay together until his deportation (to Auschwitz) on September 28, 1944. How she narrowly 
avoided deportation due to sheer luck because she had volunteered to join her husband on the 
transport. 
[18:05] Describes the beautification of Theresienstadt in preparation for the Red Cross 
inspection visit. Talks disparagingly about the Dutch fellow prisoners whom she describes as 
being filthy. Describes the arrival of the Swedish “White Buses” and the removal of Danish Jews 
(whom Mrs. Jonas refers to as Dutch Jews).  Mrs. Jonas asks LE and EE whether they read the 
book about Theresienstadt. LE asks whether she is referring to Adler’s book.  Mrs. Jonas can’t 
remember and gets up to fetch the book. 
[22:07] Recording stops 
[22:08] Recording continues 
LE asks Mrs. Jonas to continue describing the Red Cross visit. 
[22:38] Recording stops 
[22:39] Recording continues 
Mrs. Jonas is showing LE and EE memorabilia she took with her from Theresienstadt including 
ghetto currency and her forced labor book (“Arbeitsbuch”). Talks about Paul Eppstein. 
Describes the circumstances of how inmates in Theresienstadt learned about the gassings in 
Auschwitz.  Alleges that toward the end of the war plans existed to build a gas chamber in 
Theresienstadt but that Kommandant Karl Rahm thwarted those plans. LE expresses skepticism 
and asks how she knows this.  Mrs. Jonas states she can’t remember but that information had a 
way of leaking out. Gives the example of an inmate she witnessed running through the streets 
of Theresienstadt shouting “The war is over” at war’s end. Mr. Jonas can be heard in the 
background and Mrs. Jonas gets up to attend to him. 
[26:07] Recording stops 
[26:08] Recording continues 
Mrs. Jonas describes the situation in Theresienstadt shortly before the end of the war and 
immediately after liberation; her roommate, an elderly woman from Dresden with whom she 
shared the living quarters; her health problems after liberation due to the lack of food and hard 
labor in Theresienstadt; her interactions with two SS officers whom she describes as the 
exception by treating prisoners such as herself humanely; talks about physical violence 
between Czech and German Jews in Theresienstadt after liberation; talks disparagingly about 
the Dutch Jews in the context of her work as a servant to prominent Jews in Theresienstadt. 
[33:33] LE asks what Mrs. Jonas knows about the Jewish functionaries in Theresienstadt; Mrs. 
Jonas talks in very crude terms about Benjamin Murmelstein and uses an expletive for his 
name; alleges that he physically beat people in Vienna;  LE expresses skepticism and asks her 
whether she witnessed any of this and how does she knows this, asks her to provide practical 
examples;  Mrs. Jonas says she cannot but that she knew Murmelstein personally; repeats 
rumors (she calls it “Mundfunk”) that Murmelstein has converted to Christianity and works as a 
librarian in the Vatican; praises Murmelstein’s intelligence and knowledge; LE tells Mrs. Jonas 
that the rumors about Murmelstein are not true; Mrs. Jonas asks where Murmelstein lives; LE 
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again asks Mrs. Jonas to provide practical examples about her allegations about Murmelstein;  
she gives the “personal case” of a friend of her first husband by the name of Erich Hermann 
who had his affidavit from the United States stolen in the Jewish community offices but Mrs. 
Jonas does not provide any connection to Murmelstein in this incident other than that he “was 
in charge;” the unidentified woman who is present during the interview prompts Mrs. Jonas to 
tell LE and EE about Ernst Feldberg; Mrs. Jonas is reluctant to share any details and calls 
Feldsberg “nicht in Ordnung,” states that the entire community leadership was “nicht in 
Ordnung.”  LE asks her to explain what she means by that.  Mrs. Jonas describes the Jewish 
leadership in Vienna as a “clique” which, she alleges, “sold the others” by putting them on 
deportation transports; provides, by way of an example, the story of a pregnant woman who 
was deported from Vienna and whom she got to know personally in Theresienstadt; LE asks 
Mrs. Jonas in what way this story connects to the Jewish leadership in Vienna; Mrs. Jonas again 
alleges that the “clique” had others deported to make sure that none of their own was 
deported; the unidentified woman supports Mrs. Jonas statement and again mentions Mr. 
Feldsberg; Mrs. Jonas states that Mrs. Feldsberg died a “terrible death” after the war in Vienna 
due to the longterm health consequences of an injury she suffered while lugging a heavy piece 
of furniture in Theresienstadt; talks in crude terms about the Feldsbergs’ daughter; LE asks 
about Max Birnstein, Mrs. Jonas is not familiar with him; LE asks whether Mrs. Jonas knew 
Wilhelm Bienenfeld; Mrs. Jonas calls Bienenfeld “a true gentleman” and “a lord;” LE asks about 
Josef Löwenherz;  Mrs. Jonas did not know him personally;  LE asks about Tuchman;  Mrs. Jonas 
states that she knew him well since childhood but would rather not talk about him; the 
unidentified woman states that Tuchman was alright, Mrs. Jonas disagrees; Mr. Jonas gently 
admonishes Mrs. Jonas that there is a difference between hearsay and what she personally 
knows to be true;  
[45:40] Tape stops 
[45:53] Tape continues  
LE states, after having flipped the tape over: “So jetzt gehts weiter. Bitte.” Mr. Jonas is speaking 
about his emigration to France, joining the French army in 1939, and his imprisonment in a 
POW camp.  Talks about how fortunate he was that the Germans did not find out that he was 
an Austrian Jew serving in the French army against the Germans; talks about fake papers he had 
made in Vienna which identified him as Christian; that he did so because he had intended to 
emigrate to Brazil; how the French discovered that he is Jewish but  did not report it; describes 
how he fled the POW camp and crossed the border into Switzerland; his arrival in Geneva; the 
fate of his two travel companions; his return to Vienna on March 6, 1946.  
LE asks Mrs. Jonas when she returned to Vienna; she states that it was in June 1945; recounts 
her journey back to Vienna.   
[59:26] Recording stops 
[59:28] Recording resumes 
LE asks Mrs. Jonas to describe the situation in the Jewish community in Vienna immediately 
after the war. Mrs. Jonas states that she slept the first night back in Vienna in the 
“Auffanglager” in the Miesbachgasse, that her clothes were stolen there by fellow Jewish 
survivors, that she went the next day to her aunt where she stayed until she received her 
former apartment back. Describes her efforts to get her apartment back from the aryanizers 
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(one of whom was a former classmate of hers) who had expropriated her apartment and some 
of her belongings.  
[1:05:40] LE asks about the post-war allegations against Emil Tuchman; Mrs. Jonas states that 
he was an influential person.  
The conversation briefly turns to the dog who has entered the room. 
Mrs. Jonas talks about how she visited the town of Litomerice after the war and saw the court 
building from the outside. Mrs. Jonas gets up and leaves the room stating “Ich habe schon alles 
vorbereitet,” referring to a meal she has prepared. 
[1:06:00] Recording ends.   
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