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Yehuda Levy Feitelson, born in 1922 in Riga, Latvia, an only child whose parents, Vera Ledias 
Veitelson and Isaak Veitelson, had a shop in Bauska, about 70 km. from Riga, which had been in 
the family for several generations and which the parents had taken over again in 1921 after 
moving back to Riga from Russia, where they had been sent during WWI with other Jews; lived 
with mother in Riga in grandparents’ apartment and father came home each weekend from 
Bauska; family observed Jewish holidays but was not particularly religious; at age 13 completed 
the Ezra School in Riga, a German language Jewish grade school; completed high school in Riga 
while living with an aunt after mother moved to Bauska; felt anti-Semitism in Latvia even 
before 1940 although had a good relationship with non-Jewish Latvian classmates in high 
school; in spite of sensing future danger at the end of the 30’s and seeing wealthier families 
emigrate, the middle class Feitelsons made the decision to remain in Bauska/Riga; family 
donated money and was active in some groups but not as official members; easily accepted to 
Riga University in 1940 due to Latvian fluency, studying chemistry though few Jews were being 
accepted at that time; apolitical though sympathized with the Socialists; in 1940 father lost job 
with the arrival of the Russians and moved with mother back to Riga, where they were given 
two rooms to share with Yehuda, who lost his university stipend due to the Category 2 status of 
the family business which indicated high income; knew there were many Jewish Communists in 
the Latvian government; noted anti-Semitic incidents occurred even before the Germans came, 
resulting in deaths, especially in border towns and perpetuated in part by the Perkonkrusts, a 
Fascist Latvian organization, though did not personally witness incidents; an uncle, Meyer 
Feitelson and his son Harry, who lived along the Daugava River in Riga were taken from their 
home and shot, after which the remaining family moved in with the Feitelsons; heard that after 
the Germans came in July 1941 synagogues were destroyed and Jews were burned and beaten 
to death, especially in the poor Moscow district in Riga, home to about 5,000 Jews; described 
life under the Germans as controlled by more orders: the wearing of stars, limited time outside 
and restrictions on conducting business as well as the requirement to register as a Jew and 
carry a passport; became part of a worker detachment as required after family moved to the 
Moscow district, supporting German military in loading and unloading supplies and thus 
shielded from being taken off the street; remained positive in spite of hearing of incidents of 
Jews being rounded up and shot outside Riga; told of two operations which began suddenly in 
the ghetto: the first on 30 November 1941 when resettled to a smaller ghetto to make room for 
the arriving German Jews, while parents remained in the large ghetto because mother was ill 
and father wanted to stay with her; the second was on 8 December 1941 when the small ghetto 
was surrounded by SS and Latvian deputy police, during which observed shooting and 
screaming and people who fell out of lines getting shot; afterward made to gather bodies with 
entire work commando, which numbered about 2000 men, and take them to the Jewish 
cemetery; learned of other killings outside of Riga, some in the village of Kvadrat, when Latvians 
they sent to check told of graves and brought back clothing and documents of those killed, 
though did not want to believe it; as part of worker commando at the Riga Market had 
connection with supplies such as cigarettes and chocolate which could be used for barter; 
noted that the ghetto was manned by SS and Latvians but there were just SS at the guard post; 
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noted there was no sabotage as no access to weapons and also did not consider fleeing as no 
one to trust – to reach trusted friends in Bauska, 70 km away, would have been too risky; 
related that the Latvian-Jewish police were 100% on the side of the ghetto inhabitants while 
the German-Jewish police was thought to have traitors within; told of an operation 1 year and 1 
month after the ghetto clearing in which the Latvian-Jewish police were rounded up and shot; 
described rumors of partisans with hidden weapons and acknowledged that as a young, strong 
man he could have done more but he was passive; described another operation by the SD 
(German Security Service) in 1942 in the small ghetto in which all were rounded up to be shot 
but in the end the young people, including him, were spared; told of the operation in the 
German ghetto in 1942 in which mostly older inhabitants were sent to Dünamünde allegedly to 
resettle but were then shot; recalled names of two operation commanders: Krause and 
Lauschmann; described as being part of the first stage of the ghetto clearing which began in 
September 1943, during which inhabitants were sent to the Kaiserwald concentration camp, 
where he worked in radio repair and was able to get war news via BBC such as what was 
happening on the Russian front; described regimented life at Kaiserwald with roll calls and 
beatings; joined an engineer friend on a construction team which was given preferential 
treatment with food and quarters but was transferred to a fueling station when they fell out of 
favor; injured and nearly lost his foot before bribing the commandant with two gold coins to 
get special treatment at an outside clinic; later worked in fueling and stayed in quarters at the 
former Lenta factory with about 500 men, where there was also an auto shop and a uniform 
shop where the Jewish boss Rudolf got the Germans to take away his star and thus was able to 
help other Jews find and hide people; related that Lenta accommodations, hygiene and food 
were much better than within Kaiserwald camp, where access to showers and toilets was very 
regimented and limited; was moved back to Kaiserwald around mid 1944 when the Russians 
were closing in on Latvia and worked in a sawmill, now in prison clothes to prevent escape; 
moved with small group of about 200 men to a special block within Kaiserwald where lined up 
to be taken to Salaspils, an interim camp 20 km. south of Riga used by the SS for killings but was 
spared when the young, able-bodied were pulled out; told of continuing selection operations 
which occurred because the Germans had no intention of the Jews being liberated by the 
Russians and which ended once only young people remained; on Yom Kippur 1944 made to 
board a transport ship bound for Germany with about 1000 Jews below deck and Latvian Kapo 
and SS on the top deck; endured a trip of 3-4 days in deplorable conditions with little food; 
transferred to a barge near Dansk to go on to Stutthof concentration camp, spending 3 days 
without food; spent about 1 month there, sleeping in blocks built for 300 men holding at least 
1000 each and being fed and using the latrine only once a day; was aware of the crematorium 
as could both see and smell it; in late 1944 was transferred to the Polte munitions factory in 
Magdeburg when officials from there “purchased” able-bodied Jews to supplement the work 
force and where poor conditions and 12-hour work shifts led to many deaths; was caught and 
beaten after stealing food but still did not lose hope as was aware of progress on the front; 
made to salvage metal from bombed out buildings when Magdeburg was leveled in January 
1945 and risked looting in cellars though it was punishable by death; observed retreating 
Germans when sent to dig graves; then told to retreat towards Berlin, but had already decided 
to hide instead with a couple of friends in an attic; heard shooting and moved to the bomb 
cellar, waiting 4 days until seeing Americans; moved into an apartment in Magdeburg and 
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gradually regained health; acknowledges that the Shoah did not have a lingering affect on him 
though he has not forgotten friends and family and has had some recurring dreams of being 
pursued and some lingering fear at the beginning, though now less so; felt he was spared the 
worst psychologically because he was older at the outset, with one year of university and a 
certain level of emotional maturity that the younger men did not have; resumed studies in 
chemistry at Hebrew University in Israel (then Palestine) after a year Belgium, working nights in 
a hotel; explained emigration to Israel as based on the belief that it was a place where Jews 
were to come together and said he never had any intention of going anywhere else; felt the 
Shoah experience had no direct influence on his children though he has made sure they know 
about their relatives who perished but without the details; acknowledged political inclination 
influenced by Shoah in that it is important that Israel exist and that it not risk being destroyed, 
which he feels, objectively, could happen and as an example cited “bad luck” of having to deal 
with Arabs; felt that in 200 years one will probably not think much about the Holocaust but for 
this generation and the next it is important; gave two examples of psychological aspects of 
Shoah incomprehensible today: that Jews stole from Jews to survive, which he found natural at 
the time while knowing that the same Jews would not be thieves today, and the fact that 
throughout one had hope although the facts, objectively considered, were not in one’s favor; 
explained the low rate of suicide to people being to occupied with daily survival; admitted that 
was not able to convey everything in the interview but perhaps could have had he reflected 
more beforehand; explained that although did not directly cause harm or death as Kapos did, 
he could have acted differently on some minor things; bothered that the events are judged by 
today’s standard rather than according to the time; told of lingering feelings of hate for Latvians 
and not being able to forgive the Germans – when he hears German spoken it reminds him of 
the SS – and though he had a nice experience giving a speech at a German university he does 
not want to go back, nor does he buy German products; in the end felt he has had a normal life 
with a few minor disruptions and perhaps more anxiety which could be helped perhaps with 
psychoanalysis, but he was not inclined to do this. 
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