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Yosef Klein was born in Sudeten in a city named Most. He arrived in Terezin (Theresienstadt) 
around December 20, 1941, and was there until February 1945. He was very sick for a 
significant part of this time.  
In the beginning, there was minimal musical activity. The beginning was organized by Rafael 
(Raffi) Shechter. Yosef participated in these sessions and the men’s choir as it developed. They 
started singing folk songs that everyone knew. He said that Raffi loved songs with a socialist 
message or tone. The repertoire extended to workers’ and soldiers’ songs.  
He only knew Gideon Klein later, when the ghetto was opened up in May 1944.  He met him in 
the café where they would perform.  
He talks about starting to prepare to perform in Verdi’s Requiem, but he stopped when he 
became sick. He heard one of the last performances of the Requiem which he heard be 
performed with an orchestra. Many of the performers had been a part of Mengelberg’s 
orchestra in Holland. Not long after that, the entire crew was transported to Birkenau.   
After those transports, not many people remained in Terezin. Those who remained included 
the pianist Alice Herz-Sommer, who, in one day, played all 24 of Chopin’s etudes.  
There were different orchestras who would perform in the city center. He talks about knowing 
Itzhak Weiss, who was a musician. 
Music and performances were important because they made them feel their humanity. The 
performance of Brundibár made them feel that good will defeat evil. He talks about 
understanding the meaning of true friendship at this time. He also talks about how hard it was, 
especially for the elderly. But the music, art, and culture maintained their humanity.  
He talks about how hard June 1942 was, with so many transports, many of which were 
immediately sent on upon their arrival. At this time, many of his family members were also on 
these transports. 
In 1943, Karl Anshel (sp), violinist, who had been a member of the Czech Philharmonic played 
Dvorak in front of the building that was being used as a hospital. He heard Edith Krauss perform 
to.  
In February 1945, he was part of the group that was sent to Switzerland, where he stayed for 
thirteen months. He says this saved him. Death marches were arriving at this time to Terezin.  
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