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RG-59.944.0007 
Two parts, recorded in Budapest on August 23, 2016 and March 17, 2017 
Summary 
 
Ágnes Orbán (born Ágnes Lányi, Budapest May 14, 1936). Her parents: Andor Lányi and 
Rózsa Czeizel. The family was well-to-do. They were not religious, but celebrated the 
holidays, never had a Christmas tree or ate pork. Her father had a wholesale 
hosiery/knitwear business on Garay St. 33. In 1940, her mother bought a house in Zugló 
(District XIV of Budapest). It was a family home with a rental apartment in the basement 
and a garden. In 1941 or 1942, her father was called up for forced labor, but came home 
from time to time to visit. On the day of the German occupation, on March 19, 1944, the 
family was going to celebrate her older sister’s 10th birthday, but it did not happen. This 
was the first time that she sensed that her parents were worried, upset, and in a hurry 
to make decisions. Their house became a Yellow Star house. Her grandfather, Gyula 
Czeizel and another unknown couple moved in. Her father was called up again, and her 
mother was taken away [not clear whether by Hungarian or German authorities] and 
marched toward the brick factory of Budafok. She attempted and failed to flee from the 
column twice, but managed to do so on the third try. According to her family, her 
mother’s arrest was due to her denunciation by Mrs. József Böröndi, who rented the 
basement apartment in their house and was an Arrow Cross sympathizer. Mrs. Orbán’s 
chronological reconstruction is not clear, but it seems that she had a serious accident 
before her mother’s arrest: anti-Semitic boys in the neighborhood were throwing trash 
into her backyard and a tile shard hit her head and caused serious bleeding. In the 
nearby Uzsoki hospital, a doctor refused to treat her without a large sum of money 
upfront, because she was Jewish. Another physician did treat her however. After that 
accident, her mother arranged to have her and her older sister hidden as Christians in a 
children’s home nearby. She, however, a talkative little girl, revealed their identity, and 
they had to flee. She does not remember the sequence of events, but she remembers 
fear, fleeing, and hunger. She also remembers saving her own and her sister’s life by 
instinctively hiding with the sick children when the Arrow Cross took away their own 
group of children. She fled with her sister to a business partner of her father (“Aunt 
Bözsi” Barcsay St. 6), where her mother found them after liberation. She also spent a 
short time with her grandmother in the ghetto.  
Her father was released from his forced labor battalion by an army officer who was his 
former schoolmate. Her father and mother both made their way separately to the 
protected house on Columbus St, where the Jews selected for the Kasztner transport 
were collected. When the second Kasztner transport left, her parents remained hiding in 
the building, escaping a search by the Arrow Cross. They belonged to the 13 Jews who 
survived in the building. Two small children were also among the survivors. Her parents 
temporarily took one of them home.  
After liberation in 1945, her father opened his business again. She returned to 
elementary school in Angol St, then high school at the Erzsébet School for Women. She 
has good memories of both schools.  
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In June 1951, when she was 15, her family was deemed by Communist authorities to be 
members of the “capitalist and exploiter” class, and most likely denounced by neighbor 
Böröndi again. They were forcibly resettled, first to Hajduhadház (Süvöltős farmstead), 
then to the vicinity of Debrecen (Bocskai Garden, to Mihály Kovács’s house), and finally 
to Hajduböszörmény, all in eastern Hungary. What they owned was expropriated. They 
were only allowed to do agricultural or physical labor, and could not attend schools. 
Amnesty was granted in August 1953 by the Imre Nagy government, but her parents 
were not allowed to return to Budapest until 1957. 
She married in Hajduböszörmény in 1954. Her husband was a former political prisoner, 
but not Jewish. They lived together in Pécs. She had a daughter, Gertrud, in 1954. In 
1956, her husband left Hungary. She tried too, but had an accident at the train station 
that kept her in Hungary. They divorced a few years later. In 1959, she had a short 
(three and half years) second marriage to Zoltán Orbán.  
Her daughter lives in the USA with her children and grandchildren.  
Mrs. Orbán is active in the Jewish community in Budapest and is trying to learn about 
the Jewish religion that she missed when she was a child. She is also trying to collect 
everything related to her family history. 
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