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RG-50.944.0009 
Recorded in Berehove, Ukraine on October 4, 2016 
Summary 
 
Vera Piroska SVÉD, born on November 4, 1942 in Epping, Essex, Great Britain.  
Her mother, Rosa Sarah Rheithold was born in 1922 in Vienna of a Viennese mother and 
a Hungarian father, Gyula Rheithold. He was a barber/hairdresser and they lived in the 
center of Vienna. After the Anschluss in March 1938, her grandparents managed to send 
her mother in a Kindertransport on a ship to London. She was in the second transport. 
The first one was sunk by German U-boats. Her mother was 16 and began working as a 
nurse in the infant section of a hospital. Her father, Ármin Svéd [DPOB?] was born in 
Carpatho-Ruthenia [Ukraine], one of 10 children. His father, Dezső Svéd was a 
shoemaker for the Austro-Hungarian army and lived all over in the Monarchy. Later, the 
family settled in Tiszaujlak (Vylok, Ukraine). 
Ármin Svéd attended university in Prague studying law, but had to leave Czechoslovakia 
before the German and Hungarian occupation [March 1939]. He was a Communist Party 
member, doing illegal work. He could not return to the Soviet Union any longer, but fled 
via Poland to England before WWII broke out. He earned money as a woodcutter in the 
Epping area. He met and married Rosa Rheithold in 1941. They lived in a Czech 
immigrant community. Piroska’s first language was English. During the German 
bombardment her parent sent her to Edinburgh, Scotland to live in safety with a Czech 
family. She forgot her parents and forgot English. She attributes her reserved nature to 
this wartime childhood trauma. She remembers only “thunder” and “lightening” 
[bombardments] of the war era and that she was frightened.  
Already in spring 1945, her father returned to Carpatho-Ruthenia. Her mother and she 
followed him in November 1945. Her father managed to gather together most of his 
siblings in Budapest, where they had gone from different concentration camps, and all 
the survivors settled in Carpatho-Ruthenia. One brother died as a high-ranking member 
of the Slovak partisan army, fighting on the Soviet side. Her paternal grandparents, 
according to Yad Vashem documentation, were buried in a mass grave close to Gomel, 
Belarus. Her maternal grandparents perished in Auschwitz.  
Two more Jewish families whom her parents knew, the Rittenberger and Dancs families 
returned later from the emigration in England to Beregszász (Berehove). 
Her parents did not talk much about their own parents and the war, because it was too 
painful, and also because daily life amid postwar poverty was too demanding. Her father 
became a journalist and worked for the “True Word of Carpathia” (Kárpáti Igaz Szó), her 
mother first worked as a nurse, then studied English language and literature at the 
university and became an English teacher. Her parents spoke English at home, but 
refused to speak German. A brother was born in 1946. They settled in Beregszász where 
she attended the Hungarian school. She mainly had non-Jewish friends, because her 
generation of Jewish children was missing from Carpatho-Ruthenia [where most of the 
Jews perished]. Many were born in 1946; her brother grew up with Jewish friends. 
Jewish survivors, who often lost their first family, married for the second time after the 
war and started new families.  
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She learned Ukrainian, and Russian as well, and is fluent in those languages, but, since 
her parents died (both at an early age, father at 65 and mother at 61), she forgot English 
and “only speaks English in her dreams.”  
After high school, first she worked in a pharmacy, then became a librarian and practiced 
that profession all her life. 
Her parents were not religious, they didn’t celebrate the Jewish holidays, but her aunt 
did.  
She thinks of herself as “Israelite”, which was considered an ethnic minority during 
Soviet times. She never considered changing it, what many other Jews did with the 
purpose of having better chances of getting into universities and better positions at 
work places. She also did not emigrate as most Jews did in the three big waves of legal 
emigrations; mid-1970s, the1980s, and after 1992. Her brother also left for Israel as did 
most of her cousins and their families. Some family members of the third generation live 
in Hungary, some in Canada.  
After her father’s death, she joined the Communist party, mainly in homage to her 
father who was a convinced Communist.  
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