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Summary 
 
Katalin Sági (born Singer), on October 17, 1924 in Kunsziget, a village in Győr-Sopron 
County, Hungary. She used 1922 as her birth year when she was deported to Auschwitz 
to appear older than her actual age. After the war, she did not change it back to 1924.  
Her parents: Lipót Singer (1899) and Ilona Waldhauser (1897) had a prosperous 
wholesale poultry and egg business in Szany, where the family lived. They exported 
mainly to Austria. They had a big house in the center of the village and also owned more 
than 40 acres of land. She had a brother, Gyula, 12 years younger than her. The paternal 
grandparents, Adolf Singer and his wife Aranka, had landholding and a business in the 
Kunsziget area. They had eight children. Three of them left for the United States in the 
1920s.  
After going to the local elementary school, she went to a boarding school for girls in the 
town Pápa for six years. There were more than twenty girls in her class, of all religions. 
She did not experience anti-Semitism there. Once a week, they had religious 
instructions. 
Soon after the German occupation on March 19, 1944, gendarmes came and rounded 
up the family; they packed up some furniture, bedding, stove, household necessities, 
their best clothing and took them to the small town of Csorna to the ghetto [late May]. 
It was in an empty school building, where four families were placed in each classroom. 
She said that about 600 people were in the ghetto. 20 girls, including her had to work in 
a nearby estate, but it was more like an escape from the ghetto than forced labor. She 
claimed that she and her family spent four months in the ghetto; it must have been 
four-five weeks. They then were taken to Sopron, where they stayed in the half-finished 
university buildings for about ten days. One morning [July 6], they were lined up outside 
of town, on Paprét and put on a train, 80 to a car. She said that eight people died by the 
time they arrived in Auschwitz. Beside her family, her best friend, Manci was with her. 
She called Manci her “camp sister.” After being separated from her parents—her 
mother held her brother’s hand and they were probably killed right away, her father 
was sent into a different direction—she and Manci stayed together until liberation. First 
they were in Birkenau in a huge barracks and worked. Polish women were the Kapos 
and were very cruel. One of them, she recognized, was wearing her mother’s best dress. 
After some time, she was put on a transport to one of the sub-camp of Stutthof, 
building fortifications against the Russians. Ukrainian SS were the guards. It was close to 
the Baltic Sea in wintertime. She said that 4,500 women left Auschwitz. Toward the 
spring, they had to march westward away from the approaching Russians. Most women 
died. She managed to keep Manci alive. Only 180 women lived to be liberated [around 
May 9, 1945]. She weighed 28kg [ca. 53 lb]. The Russians fed them and treated them 
well. She and her friend returned home to Szany. 
She said that for decades she always kept one potato in her kitchen as a reminder of the 
importance a potato had for her in the camp. 
At home, she learned that her father had died in Dachau.  
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She also learned that the Catholic priest in Kunsziget had hidden her Singer 
grandparents, but someone denounced them and they were also deported. She did not 
know where they died.  
She stayed for a few weeks with a Christian neighbor, “Aunt Anna,” who fed her to 
restore her strength. Anna had kept and then gave her back a sweater with the Yellow 
Star that she accidentally had left at her place before she was taken to the ghetto. She 
still has the Yellow Star.  
Their house was occupied, but the people living there were “decent.” Later, her family 
home became a post office and grocery store, then a cultural center. About 15 Jewish 
families returned after the war, but some left for Israel. Those who remained after the 
war left in 1956. 
Her uncles in the U.S. encouraged her to immigrate, but she did not want to. She felt 
apprehension toward the Americans, because they knew what had happened in 
Auschwitz, but never bombed the railway lines and did not help the Jews.  
In 1946, she met her husband, Pál Spitzer (1905).  In 1948, she had a daughter, “Ili.” 
Around 1952 her husband changed his name to Sági. He came from a wealthy Jewish 
family that leased and owned land. He was in forced labor in Dör, Kőszeg, Hopháza, and 
somewhere in Germany, but she does not remember where. She and her husband were 
on the “kulak list,” but both gave up their land and real estate. Her husband worked as 
an agricultural engineer in a cooperative. Around 1963, they bought a house in 
Celldömölk. Originally, a synagogue stood on the property, but the rabbi left in 1956, 
and a house was built in its place. From the 1960’s, they lived under very good 
circumstances, owned and rented a house on Lake Balaton, and had cars. It is not clear 
what Mrs. Sági’s occupation was; seems to have been something commercial. She and 
her husband both received monthly compensations from Germany. Her uncles, and 
recently her cousins in the U.S., also provided financial support.  
She became a Communist Party member.  
Personally, she never experienced anti-Semitism. In 1956, windows of Jewish homes 
were broken, but not theirs. She connected anti-Semitism with the FIDESZ government. 
She said that her son-in-law, a FIDESZ member was also an anti-Semite.  
She visited Israel several times; for the first time, it was a meeting of 120 of her 
campmates from all over the world.  
She showed family photos at the end.  
She also showed a curtain that her mother sewed and embroidered, and took to Csorna, 
to the ghetto. Once, well after the war, while walking with a friend in Csorna, she saw 
the curtain in a window. Spontaneously, she asked the owner of the house to give it 
back to her, and she has had it ever since. 
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