
 1 

RG-50.944.0016 
February 20 and 23, 2017, Budapest, Hungary 
Summary 
 
Dr. Gábor VADÁSZ was born on August 3, 1936 in Budapest, in an upper-middle class 
Jewish family. Since the late 18th century, his family had been merchants, initially in rural 
Hungary, later moving to Budapest. Mr. Vadász introduced his family by showing their 
photos hanging on the wall of his apartment. His grandparents, Lipót Weisz and Karolin 
Kohn were well-to-do. They lived just off Andrássy Street, in one of the best 
neighborhoods of Pest. They had four children: Jenő, the twins; Géza and Árpád, and 
Irén. Géza (1897) was Gábor’s father, who, together with his brothers, changed his 
name to Vadász in 1917. His father served in WWI as a military officer. After the war, he 
worked in the seed trade, first for the Mauthner Company, the largest in the seed 
business, then, after losing his job in the Great Depression, he set up his own small seed 
company, a mail-order business with four employees in the family’s apartment. In 1933, 
he married Ilona Steiner, whose parents (Gyula Steiner and Sára Rosinger) were 
merchants and landowners in Mihályi (Győr-Sopron County). Ilona studied French in a 
boarding school in Paris. She was also fluent in German, and had some English-language 
knowledge as well.  
Neither side of the family was religious. After his father died, in 1938, Géza Vadász and 
his wife Ilona converted to Catholicism, and baptized their son, Gábor. In 1939, the 
family moved to an apartment on Csáky Street 12 (now Gyula Hegedűs Street), where 
Gábor Vadász lived for the next 13 years, except late 1944-early 1945. He had a nanny, 
“Ancsa,” a young Jewish woman who had fled from Transylvania; the family also had a 
maid.  
He went to school in nearby Sziget Street. He does not remember much. He had Catholic 
religious instructions. His friend was Gyuri Lendvai, son of a famous opera singer. 
In 1941, for the first time, his father was called up for forced labor. He was still allowed 
to enlist in his officer’s uniform. Mr. Vadász showed some of the military paraphernalia 
that he kept, and he said that he wore a suit made out of his father’s uniform during his 
years in medical school.  
In 1944, after the German occupation, his father was called up again, this time in civilian 
clothes. First his unit worked on road construction in Törökbálint. In August, the unit 
was transferred to Budapest, and the father spent the nights at home, working, also on 
construction during the day. One of the military guards, supervising the forced labor 
unit, collected his father every morning and took him home in the evening.  
Their building became a Yellow Star House. They shared the apartment with the Steiner 
grandparents, and with his mother’s sister, Kati, and her husband and “Ancsa.” 
In July 1944, during the attempted gendarmerie coup [3-6 July CHECK], his mother was 
arrested on the street and marched to the brick factory of Kőbánya, then back to 
Budapest, but she managed to escape.  
After the Arrow Cross Coup of October 15th, 1944, when Arrow Cross men began raiding 
Yellow Star houses, some nights the family fled to the guard of the forced labor unit. 
Soon, the unit was transferred to the Anker House [Deák Square], still under the 
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supervision of the military and protected from the Arrow Cross. Gábor remembered 
that his mother still was able to visit his father there. Sometime late October/beginning 
of November, Arrow Cross men came to the house on Csáky Street and ordered 
everybody to the courtyard. His mother fled to the basement with him. There was 
altercation in the courtyard, which ended in shooting, and the Arrow Cross took 
everybody away. On that day, the guard brought his father back briefly, and that was 
the last time he saw him. On November 29, the father’s unit was marched to the 
Józsefváros train station and sent toward the western border town Kőszeg to build 
fortifications.  
His mother and he were in hiding; initially they stayed with acquaintances, often 
changing locations. He showed the hidden purses that his mother made and they wore 
them around their waist with money and papers. For a few days, he stayed in the Endre 
Hőgyes Street with Marist Monks [a French order] who were hiding Jewish children. 
Later they were denounced and all arrested. A friend of his, Ferenc Hajós, was among 
them. Sometime late November, his mother managed to get real IDs through a distant 
Christian relative in Székesfehérvár. From then on she was Juliska Rác, a nurse who had 
an illegitimate son, László István Rác, “Laci,” two years older, than he was. He had to 
memorize his new identity. Their final hiding place was in the Institute for Special 
Education [Gyógypedagógiai Intézet] where his mother was a “caregiver.” The Institute 
was full of Jewish children cared for by the Swedish Red Cross. He met his friend Gyuri 
Lendvai there again. He and his mother, and another caregiver were the only 
“Christians.” It was located in Buda, at the corner of Alkotás and Csörsz Streets. His 
mother found it safer in Buda, where nobody knew her. At Christmas 1944, they had to 
go to the basement of the building where they stayed until the liberation of Buda on 
February 13. There was a German anti-aircraft gun on top of the building, which 
suffered a lot of damage. There were many battles in the area. Even after liberation, 
they had to stay in the basement because it took several weeks to cross the Danube to 
the Pest side [the Germans had destroyed all the bridges before Christmas 1944] and 
they had now other place to stay. He saw corpses everywhere on the streets and 
floating in the Danube as well.  
Late March 1945 they returned to their apartment. They reunited with the Steiner 
grandparents, who survived the ghetto (they were in a building on Klauzál Square), and 
his aunt Kati with her husband. His father’s older brother, Jenő, the daredevil of the 
family, and his wife also survived. “Ancsa” had died in Auschwitz, so did one of his 
father’s employees.  
In May 1945, his mother heard from Pál Bács, who was with his father for a while that 
his father had died in Rohonc [Rechnitz, Austria]. His father’s unit was marched from 
Kőszeg toward Mauthausen, but his father’s twin brother Árpád was very weak and 
stayed behind. His father did not leave him. They were promised that they would be 
transported. Instead, they were killed with approximately 200 other forced laborers in 
Rohonc.  
In a significant part of the interview, Mr. Vadász described his mother’s and his own 
decades-long and still ongoing quest to find his father’s grave and remains, and also all 
the others who were killed there. With the correspondence that his mother and he had 
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had, he documented the lack of will, and bureaucratic and financial hurdles that they 
had faced, beginning with local Austrian and Hungarian officialdom through archives 
and historians to ambassadors and papal offices, without any result. There were/are 
several mass graves in Kőszeg and the surrounding area, including Rohonc and Bozsok. 
The killings in Rohonc were carried out by local Nazis who were prosecuted in 1946, but 
unknown parties killed the witnesses before the trial. Hungarian officials were not 
helpful either, not even the Jewish organizations in Budapest. The historian Szabolcs 
Szita wrote about forced labor on the western border area of Hungary [Halálerőd 
(Fortress of Death), Budapest, Kossuth, 1989] and helped Mr. Vadász in his search 
efforts.  
In 1945/1946, his mother sent him to three different places in the countryside: 
Nagykovácsi, Pécel, and Pincehely to get proper nourishment after the war. These were 
religious orders, run by nuns. He stayed in Pincehely (Ursuline Order) the longest where 
he went to school and also worked in the garden.  
His mother continued his father’s business until 1949, when it was appropriated by the 
state. His father’s former employee, Károly Izsák helped her to restart and run the 
business. She found very valuable seeds in the safe of the former Hungarian Commerce 
Bank of Pest, where his father’s brother, Árpád had worked before the war. Soviet 
soldiers stole all other family valuables from the safe.  
Later on, his mother worked in foreign trade companies, using her knowledge of foreign 
languages. She remarried: Frigyes Dévény, an architect was her second husband, but 
later they divorced. His mother was almost 100 years old when she died. 
He became a medical doctor.  
There is no information about his schooling, university years, work, and family. From 
remarks in different contexts we learn that he married twice, has three children, and a 
son is helping him with his research in Rohonc.  
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