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RG-50.944.0018 
Recorded on August 5, 2017, in Kőrispatak (now Criseni, Romania) 
Summary 
 
Mária Istvánfi (born Csukor), on May 22, 1931 in Bözödujfalu (Bezidu Nou, Romania). 
She called herself “Margit” and the interviewer used that first name throughout the 
interview. Her parents were Izsák Csukor and Regina Kovács, peasants with enough land 
to be condemned as kulaks after WWII. They had four daughters: Ilonka, Piroska, Mária, 
and Aranka.  
They were Sabbatarians [a religious movement that spread across Transylvania from the 
late 17th century]. Bözödujfalu was one of the centers of Sabbatarians who still 
exercised their religion in the 20th century. As Mrs. Istvánfi described, the Sabbatarian’s 
religious beliefs and customs were very close to the Jewish religion:  they celebrated 
Saturday as the day of rest, did not eat pork, other animals were slaughtered by a 
shachter, the women’s heads were shaven and they went to a mikvah. Her mother 
cooked a big meal on Friday night and for Saturday as well, and her father lit candles. 
Her parents went to the synagogue only once a year, which was probably Passover, 
since she connected the holiday to the Hungarian name of the unleavened bread 
[“paszka,” derived from Pesach]. She also remembered building a canopy [sukkot 
tabernacle] in the fall, but she did not know what it celebrated. There was a Jewish 
synagogue in the village and a “Jewish pastor” [she did not use the word rabbi]. “Uncle” 
Schwartz [the shachter or cantor?] tried to teach the children “Jewish” [Hebrew], but 
she remembered only a few letters of the alphabet. She said that she, her siblings, and 
other young people were not able to learn “Jewish” and did not understand the prayers 
and songs. She just followed the customs of her parents and other Sabbatarians, 
without understanding their meaning. Her father had a bible in Hebrew and in 
Hungarian, but she did not use it. Her father also had the Ten Commandments on a 
scroll that he put on his forehead on Fridays, otherwise kept it in a small box. He also 
put on his white-striped covering [tallis], and he prayed. The villagers considered them 
“Jews,” though not in a negative sense, because there were “real” Jews, and also 
Catholics, Calvinists, and Unitarians in the village. There were quite a few marriages 
between Sabbatarians and Jews.  
In 1942, the Jewish synagogue was moved to nearby Erdőszentgyörgy (Sângeorgiu de 
Pădure), a village with a larger Jewish population. 
In 1944, Jewish men were called up for forced labor first. Soon after, Jews and the 
Sabbatarians had to wear the Yellow Star.  
One day, in late spring, members of the Levente [paramilitary youth organization] 
appeared in the village together with “feathered” men [gendarmes]. The Jews first had 
to pack their belongings and line up, then the Sabbatarians as well. The Levente came 
for Mrs. Istvánfi’s family. With some of their belongings they were put on horse-drawn 
carriages and the “feathered” men took them to the brick factory in Marosvásárhely 
(Targu Mures). It was very crowded. They slept on the ground, ate what they had from 
home, and were not able to wash themselves. After about three weeks, most of the 
Jews were taken from the brick factory. Some officials came to the brick factory and 
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talked to her family and other Sabbatarians as well, trying to clarify whether they were 
Aryans or Jews. The Catholic priest, István Raduly appeared on a bicycle with lots of 
papers that showed that the Sabbatarians were Aryans, but it was still uncertain what 
would happen to them. The exempted Jews and the Sabbatarians had to clean up the 
brick factory and then, for a night, they were transferred to a big building in the city. The 
next morning, they had to walk to the train. When they were lining up for the cattle car, 
one of the “feathered” men whispered to her sister, Piroska who was a beautiful girl 
that they would be free.  
Some of the Sabbatarians lived in mixed marriages. She mentioned Száli, the wife of her 
uncle, József Csukor, and female members of the Kovács family who were deported. 
That was the fate of the Lovász family as well; the wife with her a newborn and a small 
child did not want to be separated from her Jewish husband and boarded the train to 
Auschwitz.  
The majority of the Sabbatarians, however, were allowed to return to their village. They 
found everything intact; their houses were sealed.  
They were, however, not allowed to practice their religion. Raduly, the Catholic priest 
registered them as Catholics. He also tried to give them religious instructions, but did 
not force them.  
She told, it did not matter, because after the war, the “Russians did not allow any 
religion.” Many Sabbatarians left; some for Israel, some for Hungary.  
Sabbatarians also left in the ‘70s and ‘80s for Israel. Among them were her older sister, 
Ilonka, and her daughter and husband. Ilonka’s husband was Jewish. Two other sisters 
married Calvinists, and the youngest married a Catholic man. She married in 1952, and 
moved to the neighboring village. 
Most Sabbatarians of the younger generation ceased to practice their religion.  
Bözödujfalu does not exist any more. Under Ceausescu, a dam was built and the village 
flooded [in 1988, as part of a program to destroy villages and build agricultural centers].  
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